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TO ALL TO HHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: ~rlII:A~8'"\" 

I, Donald E. Percy, Secretary of the Department of Health and 

Social Services and custodian of the official records of said department, 

do hereby certify that the annexed rules relating to registration of 

sanitarians were duly approved and adopted by this department on 

September 30, 1981. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with 

the original on file in this department and that the same is a true 

copy thereof, and of the whole of such original. 
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IN TESTIMQNY.WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the official 
seal of the department at the State Office 
Building, 1 W. Wilson Street, in the city 
of Madison. this '3l)~ day of~.' A.D. 1981 
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ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

REPEALING AND ADOPTING RULES 

Relating to rules concerning registration of sanitarians. 

An~is prepared by the Department of Health and Social Services: 

The changes in the chapter are being made for the primary purpo~e of 

achieving compliance with Wisconsin Statutes. The existing code 

created a mandated continuing education program and a program revenue 

fund. Statutory authority for a continuing education program does 

not exist. A program revenue fund was established by statutory change. 

Those provisions have been removed from the code. In addition, the 

name of the adv i sory comm i ttee has been changed to ref I ect its 

duties, a length of term for each committee member has been established, 

and the method of determining the passing grade in consultation wi th 

the Registration Advisory Committee has been changed. 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Department of Health and Social 

Services by ss. 15.04 (I) (c) and 140.45, Stats., and interpreting 

s. 140.45. Stats., the Department of Health and Social Services hereby 

repeals and adopts rules as fol lows: 

Section 1. Chapter H 60 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. is repealed. 

Section 2. Chapter HSS 160 of the Wisconsi~ Administrative Code is adopted 

to read: 
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HSS 160.01 Scope. The provisions of this chapter as authorized by 

s. 140.45, Stats., shall apply to all persons trained and experienced in the 

field of sanitary science and technology who desi re to be recognized as 

a "Registered Sanitarian" and carry out educational and inspectional 

duties or enforce the law in the field of environmental health services. 

HSS 160.02 Purpose. Sanitarian registration minimum qualifications are 

establ ished: 

(1) To safeguard 1 ife, health and property. 

(2) To identify persons qualified in environmental health services. 

(3) To develop reciprocity agreements with states having equivalent 

registration requirements. 

(4) To promote the delivery of environmental health services by qualified 

individuals certified on the basis of recognized examination. 

HSS 160.03 Definitions. (1) "Department" means department of health and 

social services. 

(2) "Accredited college 01- university" means an institution accredited by a 

nationally recognized accrediti~g agency for education in environmental health, 

or, if not so accredited, a nonprofit institution of higher education whose credits 

are accepted on transfer by not less than 3 institutions v~ich are so accredited on 

the same basis as if transferred from an institution so accredited. 

(3) "Certificate of registration" means a document issued as evidence of 

registration and qualification to practice as a registered sanitarian under this 

chapter, which shows the name of the person, date of issue, number, seal of the 

department, and signature of the secretary of the department. 
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(4) "Environmental health" means the science and art directed tov/ard 

controlling environmental hazards to preserve and improve the health, safety 

and well being of people. 

(5) "Nat.ional professional examination" means a nationally recognized 

professional written examination for sanitarians or such other professional 

written examination approved by the department. 

(6) "Registration committee" means the committee established by the department 

in this chapter. 

(J) "Registered sanitarian" means a sanitarian registered in accordance \vith 

the provisions of this chapter. 

HSS 160.04 Administration. (1) GENERAL. The department shall appoint a 

registration committee. 

(2) REGISTRATION C0I1I·1ITTEE. The committee shall consist of 7 members. One 

member shall be a registered sanitarian employed by the de'partment and shall serve 

as commtttee secretal-y, Two members shall be consumers and four shall be registered 

sanitarians representing varied fields of environmental sa~itation. Commencing on 
,-

July 1, 1981, the term of office of one registered sanitarian and one consumer shalt 

be one year; the term of office of 2 registered sanitarians shall be 2 years; and 

the term of office of one consumer, Qne registered sanitarian and the secretary 

shall be 3 years. After the initial appointments, all terms shall be for 3 years. 

(3) LIMITATION. l1embers, othe~ than -~he se~retary,shall not be a~p~inted fo~ 

more than 2 successive terms. 

(4) ORGANIZATION. The commIttee shall elect from its membership, not including 

the secretary, a chairper-son' and vice-chairperson. Such election shall be held at 

the first meeting of each calendar year. 



(5) DUTIES. The registration committee. shall select,. organize, 

condutt and grade a written examination designed to determine the 

appl icants ' knowledge of environmental sanitation and shall determine if 

applicants meet the education and experience qualifications set forth 

in s. HSS 160.05. The committee shall assist the department in administration 

of this chapter and make recommendations to the department concerning 

registration procedures and qual ifications and updating of this chapter. 

(6) MEETINGS. At least one meeting of the registration committee shall be held 

each year .. The committee shall hold such other meetings as deemed necessary to 

fulfill its responsibilities. 

(7) REIMBURSEMENT. Members of the registration committee shall be reimbursed 

by the department for thei r.actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance 

of their duties. 

HSS~Q.~~J:!l.nim~~rn_ct.~~!ications for examination. (1) TR/\INING AND EXPERIENCE. 

Appl icants for examination shall submit evidence of completion of one of the 

following combinations of training and experience: 

(a) A baccalaureate or higher degree in environmental or public health 

s~nitation from an accredited college or university with academic credits in 

physical, biological and environmental health areas and one year of employment 

in the field of environmental health. 

(b) A baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited college or university 

and 2 years of employment in the field of environmental health. 

(c) Two years of training at an accredited community college or technical 

institute with major courses in the physical, biological or environmental health 

area and 3 years of employment in the field of environmental health. 
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(d) A high school diploma and 8 years of employment in the field of 

envir0nmental health. 

(2) REFERENCES. An app! icant shall provide 2 letters of reference hom 

persons ·other than relatives \vho have personal knm-Jledge of the applicant's 

education or experience in the field of environmental health. 

HSS 160.06 Application and examination. (1) APPLICATION. Any person seeking 

registration as a sanitarian shall submit a completed application for examit}ation 

on a form or forms supplied by the department. A non-returnable base fee of $15 shall 

accompany each application. The department may assess ah additional fee as is 

necessary to cbver the cost of the examination. The additional fee wi 11 be based 

6n the cost to the department for participation in the national testing program. 

The base fee for appl ication and initial registration may be increased by the 

department in $5 increments each year to a maximum of $30. 

(2) EXAMINATION. All applicants for registration shall be ~equired to 

pass a nationally rec?gnized professional examination or such other professional 

examinatioh approved by the department. Examinations shall be conducted at such 

frequency as the r.egistration committee shall decide. 

.'>. 

(3) NOTICE OF EXAMINATION TO APPLICANTS. Notice of the time and place of 

examination shall be sent by the department by first class mail to those who have· 

completed and approved applications on file. At least 15 calendar ~ays notice of 

examination shall be given to applicants. Such notice shall be mailed to the address 

given on the application blank and shal.l be presented by the applicant to gain· 

admittanci to the examination room. The applicant shall notify the department 

of any change of addl-ess. 

(4) NOTICE OF EXAMINATION RESULTS. Each person taking the examination shall 

receive notice of their examinatio_n grade. This notice shall be sent by the 

department to the applicant by first class mail. 
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HSS 160.07 Issuance of certificate. (1) PASSING GRADE. The department 

in consultation with the registration committee shall establ ish the passing 

examination grade which shall be wi thin one standard deviation either plus or 

minus of the national mean. 

(2) CERTIFICATE. A person receiving a passing examination grade shall 

be issued a certificate stating that he or she is a IIRegistered Sanitarian ll
• 

(3) APPEAL. Any applicant for registration may appeal from the examination 

findings of the registration committee by appearing in person before the committee. 

A request for appeal shall be filed in writing with the department within 30 days 

after the department mails notification of the results of the examination. Unless 

appealed, any examination papers may be destroyed after the 30-day appeal period. 

HSS 160.08 Renewal and reinstatement of certlficate. (1) EXPIRATION OF 

CERTIFICATE. Certfficates shall expire on December 31 of each year unless renewed 

or unless extended for the duration of an appeal under s. 140.45 (8), Stats. 

(2) ANNUAL RENE\·/AL. Renewal of the certificate is required by JanuMy I of 

each year. Notice for the rene~val of certificate and the renel"lal application shall 

be sent to all registered sanitarians whose certificates were in force during the 

previous year. Such notice and application shal I be sent by the department by 

first class mai I to the address given on the latest renewal application on file 

unless written notice of another address has been given. Failure to receive the 

notice for renewal of certificate shall not be an excuse for failure to renew. 

A $10 fee shall be charged for renewal of the certificate. If the renewal 

appl ication and appropriate fee are not postmarked on or before January 1, the 

certificate shall expi.re automatically. 
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(3) f{ElrISTATEl-1ENT AFTER EXPIf\I\TION. Hithin 211 fi,onths after expiration. the 

departrnent sh,:11 1 reinstate an expired certificote upon receipt of c) completed 

~erti fication renewal application and payment of the $10 renewal fee plus a late 

filing fce of $5. A certificclte \'/hich has lupsed for a period of f:-,or-e thon 2'II11onths 

shall be reinstated by the department only after a new applic6tion rs filed, the 

examination fee is paid, and a wri tten examination is passed. 

HSS 160.09 Reciprocity. The department shall, upon application and ~ayrr.ent of 

th:;: appropriate application fee, issue a certificate of regis.tration as a sunitarian 

to any person who holds a certiftcate of registration issued by the proper authority 

of any statc, or territory, or possession of the United States, or any country, 

pro'lided that the requircments for that registr-ation are determined by the department 

not to vary significantly fr:)rr the qual ifications for~egistration set forth in 

this chapter. Passing a nationally recognized professional exam in any other state, 

territory or possession or another country is tantamount to passing the national 

exam recognized by the department if the score achieved is equivalent to or surpasses 

the passi.n9 5.core estClbJ ishr.!d by the department. 
. ,':'-. 

The repeal and adoption of rules contained in this order shall take effect 

on January 1, 1982, pursuant to authority: granted by s. 227.026(1)(b), Stats. 

Di\TED: DEPARTI·1EtH Of HEALTH MW SOC I AL SERV J CES 
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Donald E. Percy ~---~~--
Secretary 
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State of Wisconsin \ D EPA R T MEN T 0 F H E A L T HAN D SOC I A L S E R V ICE S 

September 30, 1981 

Mr. Orlan Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
411 West, State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

As provided in section 227.023, Stats., there is hereby 
submitted a certified copy of HSS 160 relating to registra
tion of sanitarians. 

This rule is being submitted to the Secretary of State as 
required by section 227.023, Stats. 

Sincerely, 

CId 
Donald E. Percy 
SECRETARY 

Enclosure 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
1 WEST WILSON STREET 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53702 


