
CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF \VISCONSIN ) 
) SS 

BOARD OF NURSING ) 

TO ALL TO \mOH THESE PRESENTS SHALL COHE, GREETINGS; 

I, Paula R. Possin, director of the Bureau of Nursing, and custodian 

of the official records of the Board of Nursing do hereby certify that 

the annexed rules relating to certification of nurse miruvives, were duly 

approved and adopted by this board on November 5, 1981. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with the 

original on file in this'board and that the, same is a true copy thereof, 

and of the whole of such or,iginal. 
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IN TESTIHONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the official 
seal of the board at 1400 East \?ashington . 
Avenue, Hadison, \Hsconsin, this 5th day 
of November, A.D. 1981. 

Pau a R. Poss 
Bureau of 



STATE OF \HSCONSIN 
BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF NURSING 

IN THE HATTER OF RULEHAKING 
PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE BOARD 

OF NURSING 

ORDER 

ORDER OF THE BOARD OF NURSING 
REPEALING, AMENDING OR 

ADOPTING RULES 

Now therefore it is order ed that pursuant to authority vested in the 
Board of Nursing in ss. 15.08(5), 227.014 and 441.15, Stats., the Board 
of Nursing hereby creates and adopts rules, interpreting s. 441.15, 
Stats., as follows: 

Chapter N6 of the \Hsconsin administrative code is created to read: 

Chapter N6 

CERTIFICATION OF NURSE-NImHVES 

N6.01 AUTHORITY AND INTENT. (1) The ru1es in this chapter are 
adopted pursuant to authority of ss. 15.08(5), 227.014 and 441.15,· 
Stats. 

(2) The intent of the board of nursing in adopting ru1es in this 
chapter, interpreting s. 441.15, Stats., is to specify the requirements 
for obtaining certification as a nurse-midwife; the scope of practice of 
nurse-midwifery; and the types of faei1ities in which such practice may 
oceur. 

N6.02 DEFINITIONS. As used in this chapter: (1) "Board" means 
board of nursing. 

(2) "Bureau" means bureau of nursing within the department of regu1a
tion and 1icensing, 10cated at 1400 East Washington avenue, Nadison, 
\Hseonsin 53702. 

(3) "Complications" means those conditions which jeopardize the 
hea1th or life of the newborn or mother and which deviate from normal as 
defined in the formaI written agreement and as reeognized in the nurse
midwife profession, ine1uding but not 1imited to: hemorrhage, heart 
disease, diabetes, infection, hypertension of pregnancy and hemo1ytic 
disease of the newborn. 

(4) "Forma1 written agreement" means an agreement between the super
v1s1ng physieian and the nurse-midwife whieh is permanent1y recorded, 
dated and signed by both parties, is avai1ab1e for inspection upon 
reasonab1e request, and consists of at 1east the following: framework of 
mutually approved protoeols ine1uding conditions of supervision and 
referra1, eIear1y delineated 1ines of referra1 in the event the super
vising physieian is not availab1e, hea1th eare faei1ities to be used and 
evidenee of annua1 review. 



(5) "General superV1S10n by a physician" means the assumption of 
responsibility, by a physician trained in obstetrics, of medical pro
cedures which are or maybe required in the course of nurse-midwifery 
practice. General supervision shall not be construed to mean the physical 
presence of the supervision physician. Supervision includes, but is not 
limited to: 

(a) Participation in the construction of written protoeal; 
(b) Availability for consultation or collaborative management of 

deviations from normal. 

(6) "Nurse-midwife" meansa nurse-midwife certified by the board. 

(7) "Refer to the supervising physician" means consultation with the 
supervising physician which may lead to co-management or assumption of 
the patientls care by the physician. 

N6.03 QUALIFICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATION. An applicant for certifi
cation as a nurse-midwife shall be granted certification by the board, 
provided that the applicant: 

(1) Ras completed an educational program in nurse-midwifery approved 
by the American. College of Nurse-l-tidwives; 

(2) Rolds a certificate issued by the American college of nurse
midwives; and, 

(3) Is currently registered to practice as a professional nurse in 
Wisconsin. 

N6.04 APPLICATION PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION. (1) An applicant 
for certification to practice as a nurse-midwife shall file a completed, 
notarized application on a form provided by the bureau. The application 
shall include: 

(a) Signature of the applicant; 
(b) Fee specified under s. 440.05(1), Stats.; 
(e) Evidence of certification of completion of an educational 

program in nurse-midwifery from the American college of 
nurse-midwives; 

(d) Identification of current registration as a professional nurse 
in Wisconsin, to include registration number and renewal 
information. 

(2) A separate certificate shall be issued by the board for the 
practice of nurse-midwifery. 

(3) Renewal of a certificate to practice nurse-midwifery shall be 
conducted as a separate procedure from the renewal of the nurseIs 
certificate of registration as a professional nurse; however, the time 
for renelval of each certificate shall be the same. The applicant for 
renewal shall inform the board whether the certificate issued to him or 
her by the American college of nurse-midwives has been revoked or 
suspended. 



N6.Q5 SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (1) The scope of practice is the overall 
management of care of a ~"oman in normal childbirth and the provision of 
prenatal, intrapartal, postpartal and nonsurgical contraceptive methods 
and care for the mother and the ne~"born. 

(2) The nurse-midwife shall practice under the. general superV1S1on of 
a physician with training in obstetrics pursuant to a formaI written 
agreement with that physician. 

(3) The nurse-mid~"ife shall immediately refer to the supervising 
physician a patient with any complication discovered by the nurse
mid~vife. 

(4) Dpon referral to the supervlslng physician, the nurse-midwife may 
manage that part of the care of the patient ~"hich is appropriate to the 
knowledge and skills of the nurse-mid~dfe. 

N6.06 LUHTATrONS ON THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (1) The nurse-midwife 
shall not be involved in theindependent management of patients with 
complications and shall refer those patients to the physician. 

(2) The nurse-midwife may not perform deliveries by mechanieal means 
or by Caesarean section. 

(3) The nurse-midwife may not assume responsibilitie.s, eithe.r by 
physician-delegation or otherwise, which he or she is not competent to 
perform by education, training or experience. 

(4) Follo~"ing notification of a physician as required by s. 441.15(4), 
Stats., a nurse-midwife may continue to manage the delivery when compli
cations occur if emergency measures are. required and the physician has 
not yet arrived. 

N6.07 CERTIFrCATrON AND EXCEPTION. (1) No person may practice or 
attempt to practice nurse-midwifery or use the title. or le.tters "Certifie.d 
Nurse-Midwife" or "C.N.M.", "Nurse-Midwife" or "N.M.", or anything else 
to indicate that he or she is a nurse-midwife unIess he or she. is certified 
under this chapter. 

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed eithe.r to prohibit or 
to require a certificate. under this chapte.r for any person lawfully 
practicing professionaI nursing within the. scope of a certificate of 
registration grante.d unde.r ch. 441, Stats. 

N6.08 HEALTH CARE FACILrTrES \'lHERE PRACTICE SHALL OCCUR. A health 
care. facility whe.re the practice of nurse-midwifery may occur is one. 
that has adequate e.quipment and personnel for conducting and monitaring 
the normal scope of practice and that has available methods for refe.rral 
to or communication with a higher level care facility if the need arises. 

(2) Deliveries may be arranged for only in a facitity which has 
adequate sanitation, thermal re.gulation, staffing, communication systems 
and me.dical back-up. 
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(3) The above limitations do not apply to care given in emergency 
circumstances. 

The rules created and adopted in this order shall take effeet on the 
first day of the month following publication in the \Hs~onsin admini
strative register, pursuant to s. 227.026, Stats. 

Dated this 5th day 1981. 

9301 


