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SECTION I 

STATE OF I{lSCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

In the Matter of the Repeal 
and Recreation of Chapter 
Trans 128 Relating to.a Traffic 
Violation and Registration 
Program 

PROPOSED ORDER 
ADOPTING RULE 

Clearinghouse Rule No. 82-141. 

f~ECEIVED 

NOV 11 1982 
Revisor of Statutes 

Bureau 

A copy of the proposed rule may be obtained upon request from the 
Wisconsin Derartment of Transportation, Division of Motor Vehicles, Room 255, 
Hill Farms State Office Building, 4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin 
53702. Telephone: (608) 266-2233. 

ANALYSIS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

This proposal repeals and recrea tes Chap ter TRANS 128, ~Vis. Admin. Code, 

relating to the Traffic Violation and Registration Program created by Chapter 

34, Laws of 1979, and amended by Chapter 165, Laws of 1981. 

The original law, which was effective July 1, 1981, required the 

department to refuse vehicle registration when a court notified the department 

that a judgment had been entered against a person and remained unpaid. The 

court notification must include a certification that a warrant was served on 

the person against whom the judgment was entered. When the person pays the 

judgment, the COllrt is required to immediately notiEy the department and 

registration may be issued. 

The new law expands the program to also allow a local authority to notify 

the department if a person does not respond to a "non-moving traffic 

viola tion" either hy paying or appearing in court wi thin 28 days after 



issuance. A "non-moving traffic violation" is any parking of a vehicle in 

violation of a statute or an ordinance. 

Upon not Uylng the department, the local authority has the op tion of 

requiring the department to immediately suspend the registration of the 

vehicle involved, or to refuse to register any vehicle owned by the person, 

or both. Before notifying the department, the local authority is required to 

send the person two separate notices about the unpaid parking ticket including 

information on how the person can respond to the ticket and what action the 

local authority and the department may take if the person does not respond 

within the 28 day limit. 

Once the person pays the forfeiture or appears in court to contest the 

parking ticket, the local authority is required to immediately notify the 

department and registration may be reinstated or issued. 

Another new provision is that no owner may transfer the ownership or 

registration oE any vehicle whose registration is suspended under this program 

unless the department is satisfied that it is proposed in good faith and not 

intended or designed to defeat the effect oE the suspension. 

The cost of the development and operation of this program will continue 

to be paid by the participating local units of government. 

As a result of these changes in the law, the rule has been changed as 

follows: 

1. The terms "local authority" and "delegated agency" have been defined 

and have been inserted together with unpaid citation, citations, and 

related references throughout the rule. 

2. TPJ\NS 128.05 prescribes the new document used by a local ~uthority 

to notify the department of an unpaid citation and the subsequent 
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satisfaction. This form is similar to the present form I(sed hy 

courts to notify the department of an unpaid judgment. 

3. TRANS 128.07 describes the types of action(s) that will be taken by 

the department and the notification(s) that will be sent to a person 

named by a local authority depending on whether the local authority 

directs the department to suspend registration, refuse registration, 

or hoth. 

4. T~~S 128.09 interprets the new provision relating to the transfer 

of ownership of a vehicle when registration is suspended. Transfer 

of ownership is allmved unless it would defeat the effect of the 

suspension. Any transfer of ownership will not be allowed unless 

the purchaser is a Wisconsin motor vehicle dealer or the purchaser 

submits a signed statem~nt indicating that the seller will not 

continue to have possession, use of or receive any benefit from the 

opration of the vehicle. 

FISCAL ESTIMATE 

See attached fiscal estimate. 

AUTHORITY FOR RULE 

Sees. 85.13,110.06(1),227.014,345.28 and 345.47(1)(d), Stats. 

FORMS 

MVD 3. License plate, renewal notice-statement, used hy the department to 

notify a person that vehicle registration is expiring. 
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MVD 2458. Notice of upr.d.d judgment, under s. 345.47(1) (d), Stats., is 

used by a court to notify the department of an unpaid judgment case, 

MVD 2458C. Notice of unpaid citation, under s. 345.28(4), Stats., is used 

by a local authority to notify the department of an unpaid citation. 

MVD 3399. Temporary driving receipt, under s. 145.28(5) (b)2.a., Stats., 

is used by a law enforcement officer as a receipt for deposit of an operator's 

license in lieu of serving a warrant and arresting a person, and also serves 

as a temporary driving receipt. 

MVD 2458D. Statement of good faith is used to ensure a transfer of 

ownership, can be allowed and will not defeat the purpose of this program. 

RULE TEXT 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Department of Transportation by 

SSe 85.13, 110.06(1).227.014, 345.28 and 345.47(1)(d), Stats., the Department 

proposes to repeal and recreate rules interpreting SSe 85.13, 341.08(4m), 

341.10(7) and (7m) , 341.63,341.64, ch. 342,345.17,345.28, and 345.47(l)(d), 

Stats" as follows: 

TRANS 128 

TRAFFIC VIOLATI0N AND REGISTRATION PROG~~ 

SECTION 1. Chapter Trans 128 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is 

repealed and recreated to read: 

TRANS 128.01 

TRANS 128.02 

TRANS 128.03 

TRANS 128.04 

Purpose & scope 

Definitions 

Local unit of government participation or termination 

Notice of unpaid judgment and notice of satisfaction 
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TRANS 128.05 Notice of unpaid citation and notice of satisfaction 

TRANS 128.06 Actions associated with unpaid judgment cases 

TRANS 128.07 Actions associated with unpaid citation cases 

TRANS 128.08 Refusal of registration 

TRANS 128.09 Transfer of vehicle ownership while registration suspended 

TRANS 128.10 Renewal forms for vehicle registration 

TRANS 128.11 Resolution of errors 

TRANS 128.12 Cost of traffic violation and registration program 

TRANS 128.01 PURPOSE AND SCOPE (1) STATUTORY AUTHORITY. As 

authorized by ss. 85.13, 110.06(1), 227.014, 345.28, and 345.47(1) (d), Stats., 

the purpose of this chapter is to establish the department of transportation's 

administrative interpretation of ss. 85.13, 341.08(4m), 341.10(7) and (7m) , 

341.63, 341.64, 345.17, 345.28, and 345.47(1)(d), and ch. 342, Stats., relating 

to a traffic violation and registration program to refuse vehicle registration 

as a result of unpaid judgments and to suspend or refuse vehicle registration 

as a result of unpaid parking tickets. 

(2) APPLICABILITY. This chapter applies to any local unit of government 

electing to participate in the traffic violation and registration program, to 

any court or local authority or delegated agency processing cases on behalf of 

participating local units of government, and to any person subject to any 

judgment or parking citation that remains unpaid. 

Note: Forms used in administering this rule include MVD 3, license plate 

renewal notice statement; MVD 2458, notice of unpaid judgment, under s. 

345.47(1) (d), Stats.; MVD 2458C, notice of unpaid citation, under s. 345.28(4), 

Stats.; MVD 2458D, statement of good faith; and MVD 3339, driving receipt, 

under s. 345.28(5(b)2.a. 
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TRANS 128.02 DEFINITIONS. In this chapter: 

(1) "Applicant" means any person applying for Hisconsin vehicle 

registration. 

(2) "Case" means an unpaid judgment or unpaid citation case which 

includes both a notice of unpaid judgment or unpaid citation and.a subsequent 

notice of satisfaction. 

(3) "Delegated agency" means the entity designated by a local authority 

to submit unpaid citation and satisfaction notices on behalf of the local unit 

of government. 

(4) "Department" means the ~';isconsin department of transportation. 

(5) "Local Authority" has the same meaning as in s. 340.01(26), Stats. 

(6) "Local unit of government" means any county, city. village, town or 

other local agency having authority under the constitution and laws of this 

state to adopt traffic regulations. 

(7) "Registrant" means any person who is the holder of t-lisconsin vehicle 

registration. 

(8) "Unpaid judgment" means an unpaid traffic forfeiture judgment 

submitted to the department under ch. 345, Stats. 

(9) "Unpaid citation" means a ticket for a nonmoving traffic violation 

as defined in s. 345.28(1), Stats. which has not been paid and for which the 

person has not appeared in court. 

(10) ''Working capital" means the excess of current assets over current 

liabilities, including amounts required for continuing system development. 

TRANS 128.03 LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION OR TERMINATION. 

(1) NOTIFICATION REQUIRE~~NTS. A local unit of government electing to 

participate or terminate participation in the traffic violation and 
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registration program shall notify the department in writing at least 30 days 

before the effective date of participation or termination. The department may 

delay the effective date of participation heyond the 30 day period if the 

participant anticipates submitting a high volume caseload. 

(2) CONTENTS OF NOTIFICATION. The notification from the local unit of 

government shall include: 

(a) The effective date of participation; 

(b) Method of payment as described in s. Trans 128.12(5); 

(c) Estimated annual volume of cases that will be sent to the 

department; 

(d) \Vhether there is a municipal court, and if so, the name, address, 

and phone number of the court and the address where court payments should be 

made; 

(e) The nam~, address, and phone number of the local authority or 

delegated agency and the address where citation payments should be made; 

(f) A statement describing the approval of participation action taken by 

the local authority; and 

(g) The signature and title of the person submitting the notice for the 

local unit of government. 

(3) COPIES TO COURT lU~D DELEGATED AGENCY. The local unit of government 

shall send a copy of all notices sent to the department under this section to 

the clerk of any circuit court or municipal court and to any delegated agency 

that processes cases on its behalf. 
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TRANS 128.04 NOTICE OF UNPAID JUDGMENT AND NOTICE OF SATISFACTION. 

(1) SIZE AND CONTENT •. (a) The notice of unpaid judgment shall be 8 1/2" x 

5 1/2" and, in addition to the information required by s. 345.47(1) (d), Stats., 

shall contain, and the court shall provide: 

1. The name and address of the court; 

2. The name of the local unit of government that the action is on behalf 

of; 

3. The signature or facsimitp signature of the judge or the 

representative authorized by the court; 

4. The date the notice is signed; 

5. The title of the person signing; 

6. The 13 position judgment case number generated as prescribed by the 

department to include a unique number assigned to each court, the date, and a 

serial number; and 

7. A section for notice of satisfaction containing; 

a. The signature or facsimile signature of the judge or representative 

authorized by the court; 

b. The date the judgment was satisfied; 

c. The date the satisfaction is signed; and 

d. The title of the person signing. 

(b) The notice also shall allow for reporting of the following 

information at the discretion of the court. 

1. TIle court case number assigned by the court; 

2. The state of issue and year of expiration of the license number of 

the vehicle involved; 
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3. The state of issue and driver's license number of the person named on 

the notice; and 

4. The date of birth of the person named on the notice. 

Note: form MVD 2458. 

(2) SCOPE. A notice o.f unpaid judgment may be created for any and all 

violations included in any and all warrants, if all are included under one 

unpaid judgment case number. After a notice of unpaid judgment has been 

submitted to the department, any additional violation or violations which 

result in additional unpaid judgments shall be submitted as a separate notice 

of unpaid judgment. 

(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) When a court elects to not lEy the 

department, each notice of unpaid judgment or subsequent notice of 

satisfaction shall be on the form prescribed in this section and shall be 

mailed or delivered to the department by the court. 

(b) Notice of satisfaction shall be mailed or delivered to the department 

not later than 3 working days after the court receives payment of the judgment 

or otherwise determines that the unpaid judgment has been satisfied. 

(c) The court is responsible fa assuring that a notice of unpaid 

judgment sent to the department is a correct and appropriate submission. 

(4) PURGING. An unpaid judgment case which has not been satisfied as 

described in sub. (3), shall be purged from the department's records 6 years 

from the date the case was entered on the department's records. 

(5) FORMS SUPPLY. The notice of unpaid judgment and notice of 

satisfaction form shall be supplied by the department. The cost of the forms 

shall be included in the cost for operation of the program. 

Note: Form MVD 2458. 
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TRANS 128.05 

SIZE AND CONTENT. 

NOTICE OF UNPAID CITATION AND NOTICE OF SATISFACTION. (1) 

(a) The notice of unpaid citation shall be 8 1/2" x 5 1/2" 

and, in addition to the infonnatian required hy s. 345.28(4), Stats., shall 

contain, and the local authority or delegated agency shall provide: 

1. The name and address aE the local authority or delegated agency; 

2. The signature or facsimile signature of the authorized 

repr esenta tive; 

3. The title of the person signing; 

4. The date the notice is signed; 

5. The 13 position citation case number generated as prescribed by the 

department to include a unique number assigned to each local authority, or 

delegated agency, the date, and a serial number; 

6. The type of license plate as prescribed by the department for the 

license number of the vehicle involved; 

7. The year of expiration of the Wisconsin license number of the vehicle 

involved; 

8. The amount of payment due from the person against whom the citation 

was issued; and 

9. A section for notice of satisfaction containing: 

a. The signature or facsimile signature of the authorized 

representative; 

h. The date the citation was satisfied; and 

c. The title of the person signing. 

(b) The notice also shall allow far reporting of the citation number at 

the discretion of the local authority or delegated agency. 

Note: Creates form l1VD 2458C. 
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(2) SCOPE. A notice of unpaid citation may be created and submitted to 

the department for any and all nonmoving traffic violations as definerl in 

s. 345.28(1), Stats., but each violation requires a separate notice. 

(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) When a local authority or delegated 

authority notifies the department, each notice of unpaid citation or subsequent 

notice of satisfaction shall be on the form prescribed in this section and 

shall be mailed or delivered to the department by the local authority. 

(b) Notice of satisfaction shall be mailed or delivered to the department 

not later than 3 working days after the local authority or delegated agency 

receives payment, the person has appeared in court to contest the citation, or 

for any other reason the case is closed. 

(c) The local authority is responsible for assuring that a notice of 

unpaid citation sent to the department is a correct and appropriate submission. 

(4) PURGING. An unpaid citation case which has not been satisfied as 

described in sub. (3), sahlI be purged from the department's records 6 years 

from the date the case was entered on the department's records. 

(5) FORMS SUPPLY. The notice of unpaid citation and notice of 

satisfaction form shall be supplied by the department. The cost of the forms 

shall be included in the cost for operation of the program. 

Note: Form MVD 2458C. 

TRANS 128.06 ACTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH UNPAID JUDGMENT CASES. As required 

by s. 341.10(7), Stats., a person named by a court under s. 345.47(1)(d), 

Stats., who has an unpaid judgment within the scope of this chapter shall be 

refused registration as follows: 
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(1) INITIAL NOTIFICATION LETTER OF UNPAID JUDGMENT. When the department 

is notified by a court of an unpaid judgment, the department shall send an 

initial notification letter to t:le person named by the court at the address 

supplied by the court unless the department has a more recent address. TIle 

letter shall provide the person with advance notice of registration refusal, as 

described in s. Trans 128.08, including information about the unpaid judgment. 

and may include a 30 day notification described in sub. (2)(b). The letter 

shall be mailed, except: 

(a) When the conditions in sub. (2)(a) apply. 

(b) When the department is establishing a control group for testing the 

effectiveness of the letter, 

(c) When for some or all cases the letter does not appear to improve the 

promptness with which unpaid judgments are satisfied or does not appear to be 

cos t-ef fec t ive, 

(2) 30 DAY NOTICE. (a) When the department is notified by a court of 

an unpaid judgment after a regular renewal notice has been mailed. but before 

the beginning of the new registration period, in order to meet the 

requirements of s. 341.08 (4m), Stats., a letter shall be mailed to the 

registrant. The letter shall provide information about the unpaid judgment 

and indicate that although a regular renewal registration form has been or 

will be mailed, the department shall suspend registration after the expiration 

of 30 days from the date of mailing the letter unless the department receives 

evidence required by s. Trans 128.04 that all judgments have been satisfied. 

(b) When the department is notified by a court of an unpaid judgment, 

and the person named by the court is the owner of a vehicle with a 

non-expiring registration, a letter shall be mailed providing information 

about the unpaid judgment and i.ndicating the department shall suspend the 
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registration. Suspension of registration shall occur after the expiration of 

30 days from the date of mailing the letter to the registrant unless the 

department receives evidence required by s. Trans 128.04 that all judgments 

have been satisfied. 

(3) ORDER OF SUSPENSION RESULTING FROM REFUSAL. Order of suspension ot 

registration shall be mailed for those registrations described in s. Trans 

128.08(2). The order of suspension shall indicate that the suspension shall 

continue until the department receives evidence required by s. Trans 128.04 

that all judgments have been satisfied. 

TR}~S 128.07 ACTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH UNPAID CITATION CASES.' As required 

by s. 341.10(7m), Stats., a person named by a local authority or delegated 

agency under s. 345.28(4), Stats., shall be refused registration, have his or 

her vehicle registration suspended, or both, as follows: 

(1) TYPE OF ACTION. When the department is notified of an unpaid 

citation, the type of letter sent to the person named on the notice will depend 

on the action to be taken by the department as specified by the local authority 

or delegated agency under s. 345.28(4)(a)2, Stats. 

(a) Suspend The Registration Of The Vehicle Involved. When the 

department is directed to suspend the registration of the vehicle involved 

under s. 341.63(1)(c), Stats., an order of suspension of registration letter 

shall be mailed to the person named,on the notice for the license number 

supplied by the local authority or delegated agency. The order of suspension 

shall provide information about the unpaid citation and indicate that the 

suspension shall continue until the department receives evidence required by s. 

Trans 128.05 that all citations have been satisfied. 
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(b) Refuse Registration of Any Vehicle Owned By The Person. When the 

department is directed to refuse registration, as described in s. Trans 

128.08, of any vehicle owned by the person named on the notice, the notices 

described in s. Trans 128.06 shall be used except references to court, unpaid 

judgment, and judgments shall be changed to local authority or delegated 

agency, unpaid citations, and citations and other references shall be changed 

as appropriate. 

(c) Suspend And Refuse Registration. When the department is directed to 

suspend the registration of the vehicle involved under s. 341.63(1)(c), Stats., 

and to refuse registration of any vehicle, as described in s. Trans 128.08, 

owned by the person named on the notice, the order of suspension of 

registration letter described in par. (a) shall be mailed. The oreler shall be 

modified to include the additional information described in par. (b), as 

appropriate. 

(2) ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS FOR CERTAIN LICENSE NUMBERS. IVhen the department 

is directed to suspend registration, but the license number supplied: 

(a) Has been issued by another state or jurisdiction, the department 

cannot suspend vehicle registration, but shall refuse any attempt to register 

any ve hide. 

(b) Does not exist, or elepartment reconls for that license number show a 

different name than the name supplied, the department shall not suspend vehicle 

registration, but snaIl refuse any attempt to register any vehicle by the 

person. 

(c) Has been replaced by a different number, the department shall 

suspend the replacement registration. 

(3) RECORD OF ACTION. When an order of suspension letter is computer 

created, the computer shall also generate a microfiche of the text of the 

letter as the record of action. 
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TRANS 128.08 REFUSAL OF REGISTRATION. (1) SCOPE. From the date the 

department receives notification of a person's unpaid judgment or unpaid 

citation, the department shall not permit the person to: 

(a) Register a vehicle. 

(b) Renew the registration of a vehicle if the department meets the 

notification requiretnents ofs. 341.08(4m), Stats., by: 

1. Mailing the renewal registration notice described in s. Trans 

128.10(1)(b), (c) and (d) where the department is notified by a court or local 

authority or delegated agency prior to creating a notification of renewal; or 

2. Mailing the letter described in s. Trans 128.06(2) where the 

department is notified by a court or tocal authority or delegated agency after 

mailing notification of renewal but before the beginning of the new 

registration period. 

(c) Re-register a vehicle, including, but not limited to, changes in the 

gross weight or operating status of a vehicle or the issuance of replacement 

license plates. 

(d) Transfer registration to another vehicle. 

(e) Transfer registration as part of the transfer of ownership of a 

vehicle. 

(f) Continue a nonexpiring registration. 

(2) WITHDRAHAL OF REGISTRATION BY SUSPENSION. The department shall 

suspend registration under s. 341.63(1)(a), Stats., when the registration 

types are those described in sub. (1)(b)2., (d), (e) and (f). 

(3) EFFECT ON ISSUING CERTIFICATE OF TITLE. (a) The refusal of 

registration shall not effect the issuance of a certificate of title except as 

provided under s. 342.11, Stats. 
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(b) If the application for certificate of title indicates that the 

vehicle has been operated upon public highways, any required registration fee 

shall be collected and retained at the time of issuing title, even though 

registration is not issued. The department shall assign registration to the 

vehicle according to the provisions,of ch. 341, Stats., but shall withhold 

sending the evidence,of registration to the vehicle owner until the department 

receives evidence that all judgments and citations are paid. The certificate 

of title shall be sent to the vehicle owner with a letter providing information 

about the unpaid judgments and unpaid citations and indicating that the 

registration shall be withheld until the department receives evidence that all 

judgments and citations are paid. 

(4) CRITERIA FOR IDENTIFYING A PERSON SUBJECT TO REFUSAL OF 

REGISTRATION. The refusal of registration shall be based on information 

supplied by a court on the notice required under s. J45.47(1)(d), Stats., and 

s. Trans 128.04, or on information supplied by a local authority or delegated 

agency on the notice required under s. 345.28(4), Stats., and s. Trans 128.05, 

and shall be supplemented by information obtained from department records. The 

department shall refuse the renewal, transfer or issuance of registration when: 

(a) The applicant's or registrant's name and address are both the same as 

the name and address supplied on the notice of unpaid judgment or unpaid 

citation. 

(b) The name shown on the department's record for the license plate 

number supplied on the notice of unpaid judgment or notice of unpaid citation 

is similar or a reasonably logical variation of the name supplied on the notice 

of unpaid judgment or notice of unpaid citation regardless of whether the 

address information is the same. 

-16-



(c) The applicant's or registrant's name is exactly the same or a 

reasonahly logical variation of a name as stated in pars. (a) and (b), and the 

address is the same as: 

1. The address supplied on the notice of unpaid judgment or notice of 

unpaid citation, 

2. The address obtained from the department's record for the license 

plate number supplied orn the notice of unpaid judgment or notice of unpaid 

citation, or 

3. The address ohtained from department driver license records using 

information supplied by the notice of unpaid judgment. 

TRANS 128.09 TRANSFER OF VEHICLE OWNERSHIP WHILE REGISTRATION SUSPENDED. 

As required by s. 341.64(1), Stats., no owner may transfer the ownership of 

any vehicle whose registration is suspended under s. 341.63 (1) (c), Stats., 

until the registration is reinstated under s. 341.63(2), Stats., or until the 

department is satisfied that the transfer is proposed in good faith and not 

for the purpose or with the effect of defeating the purposes of s. 

341.63(1)(c), Stats. A transfer of ownership where the seller would continue 

to have possession, use of, or receive any benefit from the operation of the 

vehicle shall be considered as defeating the purposes of this program. 

(1) EXCEPTIONS TO REFUSING A TRANSFER OF mVNERSHIP. An application for 

transfer of ownership of a vehicle will be refused unless: 

(a) The initial purchaser is a Wisconsin motor vehicle dealer as defined 

in s. 218.01(1)(a), Stats., or 

(b) The purchaser, other than .-l ruotor vehicle dealer, provides the 

department with a signed statement that the seller of the vehicle will not 

have possession, use of, or receive any benefit -from the operation of the 
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vehicle after the application for transfer of ownership is completed by the 

department. 

Note: Penalty sections are SSe 341.64(2), 342.06(2), and 345.17, Stats. 

Note: Form ~ 2458D, Statement of Good Faith. 

(2)- APPLICATION DISPOSITION WHEN TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP REFUSED. When 

the department refuses to allow a transfer of ownership, the department shall: 

(a) Create a new title, without charge, in the name of the seller and 

send it to the seller with a letter explaining why the transfer of ownership 

was refused. 

(b) Return to the purchaser all fees submitted by him or her with an 

explanation why the transfer of ownership was refused. If registration was 

issued in error, the fees may be returned only after the purchaser complies 

with a department request for return of the registration. 

(c) Notify by letter any secured party shown on the purchaser's 

application for transfer of ownership that transfer of ownership was refused. 

TRANS 128.10 RENEWAL FORMS FOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION. (1) RENEWAL 

FORMS. (a) Application forms for renewal of vehicle registration shall 

contain the information required under s. 341.08(2), Stats., and shall also 

contain and serve as a notice of, the date upon which the registration must be 

renewed as required under s. 341.08(4m), Stats. 

Note: Registration renewal form MVD 2. 

(b) The renewal form used for a registration which is subject to unpaid 

judgments based on information obtained under s. 345.47(1)(d), Stats., shall 

also include: 

1. The date judgment was entered; 

2. The amount of the judgment; 
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3. The place where the judgment may be paid; 

4. The court case number; 

5. The judgment case number; 

6. A notification that the registration shall not be renewed until all 

judgments are paid; and 

7. Other information or instructions to assist the vehicle owner. 

Note: Registration renewal form MVD 3. 

(c) The renewal form used for a registration which is subject to unpaid 

citations based on information obtained under s. 345.28(4), Stats., shall also 

include: 

1. 'The date of the citation; 

2. The amount due; 

3. The place where the citation may be paid; 

4. The citation number; 

5. The citation case number; 

6. A notification that the registration shall not be renewed until all 

citations are paid; and 

7. Other information or instructions to assist the vehicle owner. 

Note: Registration renewal form MVD 3. 

Cd) The renewal form used for a registration which is subject to both 

unpaid judgments and unpaid citations shall include the information contained 

in pars. Cb) and (c). 

Note: Registration renewal form MVD 3. 

(2) MAILING. (a) The mailing of vehicle registrati.on renewal shall be 

in accordance with s. 341.08(4m), Stats., and shall be by first class mail. 

(b) The department may not maintain any record or evidence of mailing 

renewals or of renewals that are returned to the department or its agent as 

undeliverable by the U.S. postal service. 
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(c) Failure to receive a ,renewal notice shall not be a defense against 

failing to register a vehicle. 

(3) EXCEPTIONS. A vehicle registration renewal notice form shall not be 

created by the department or mailed to the vehicle owner when the department's 

record indicates that the registration is: 

(a) Suspended under s. 20.905(2), 341.63(1), 344.08 or 344.14, Stats.; 

(b) Revoked under s. 344.25, Stats.; 

(c) Canceled under s. 342.255, Stats.; or 

(d) For a period which has previously expired. 

TRANS 128.11 RESOLUTION OF ERRORS. (1) ERRORS IDENTIFIED BY PERSON. 

(a) If the department is satisfierl that the refusal of registration was an 

error, the department shall modify its records and allow the person to be 

issued registration. 

(b) If the department is not satisfied that a registration refusal was 

in error, the person shall submit to the department a signed statement 

containing: 

1. A list of the description and license number of all vehicles owned; 

2. Wisconsin operator's license number; 

3. Date of birth; and 

4. Any other information relevant to the claim. 

(c) If the department is not satisfied with the information provided in 

par. (b) the person shall contact the court or local authority or delegated 

agency that submitted the information to the department. If the court or local 

authority or delegated agency is satisfied that an error was made, the court or 

local authority or delegated agency shall submit a notice of satisfication to 

the department as required in s. Trans 128.04 or Trans 123.05. 
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(2) ERROR IDENTIFIED BY COURT. To correct an e no t" til a no t ice 0 E 

unpaid judgment sent to the department, a court shall submit a notice of 

satisfactlon to the department as described in s. Trans 128.04. To estahlish 

a correct record, the court shall submit a new notice of unpaid judgment 

containing the cot"rect information and per case payment required by s. Trans 

128.12(4). 

(3) ERROR IDENTIFIED BY LOCAL AUTHORITY OR DELEGATED AGENCY. To correct 

an error in a notice of unpaid citation sent to the department, a local 

authority or delegated agency shall submit a notice of satisfactlon to the 

department as described in s. Trans 128.05. To establish a correct record, the 

local authority or delegated agency shall submit a new notice of unpaid 

citation containing the correct information and per case payment required by s. 

Trans 128.12(4). 

TRANS 128.12 COST OF TRAFFIC VIOLATION AND REGISTRATION PROGRAM. 

(1) GENERAL. In accordance with s. 85.13, Stats., the department shall 

charge the cost of the developmentiand operation of the traffic violation and 

registration program to all participating local units of government based 011 

the number of cases processed on hehitlf of each participating local unit of 

governmen t. 

(2) DEVELOPMENT COST AMORTIZATION. (a) The cost of the origlnal 

development of the system for the traffic violation and registration program 

shall be amortized over the first 4 year period of operation. 

(b) The cost of enhancements, improvements or additional development of 

the system after the initial implemen.tation ({ate, not covered by sub. (3), 

shall be amortized over the 4 year period following the implementation of such 

enhancements, improvements or additional development. 
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(3) WORKING CAPITAL ACCUMULATION. (a) In ot"ctet" to comp1i wLth s. 

20.903(2), Stats., an amount necessary to establish a working capital balance 

at a level equal to 90 days of working capital needs, including working 

capital requirements for system development, shall be accumulated during the 

first-3 years of operation. 

(b) Any adjustments necessary to maintain the working capital balance at 

a 90 day level shall be accumulated or credited over a one year perioct. 

(4) RATE OF PAYMENT. (a) The department shall establish the rate of 

payment required for each case submitted by a court under s. 345.47(1)(d), 

Stats., or hy a local authority or delegated agency under s. 345.28~4), Stats •• 

based on the following factors: 

1. The estilna ted annual volume of cases that will be receiverl by the 

depar tment; 

2. The amount of amortized enhancement, improvement or development 

costs, as described in sub. (2); 

3. The estimated costs of operation, including employe salaries and 

fringe benefits, office space, office supplies and equipment, postage, 

computer charges, printing and forms, other necessary expenses, and 

adjustments for the previous payment rate period to reflect actual experience; 

and 

4. The working capital balance needs as described in sub. (3). 

(b) The rate of payment shall be calculated each July and, in addition, 

may be recalculated whenever the working capital balance falls helow a 90 day 

level of working capital needs. 

(c) The department shall notify all participating local units of 

government of the rate of payment at least 30 days pt"ior to the effective date 

of the ra teo 
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(5) METHOD OF PAYMENT. Participating lOCA.l units of government shall 

pay the department for cases processed by one of the following methods: 

(a) Payment at the time the notice of unpaid judgment is submitted by a 

court to the department for processing. 

(b) Payment at the time the notice of unpaid citation is suhmitted hy a 

local authority or delegated agency to the department for processing. 

(c) Pre-payment by establishing an account with the department agaillst 

which charges shall be made at the time: 

1. Notice of unpaid judgment is processed for the local unit of 

government identified by a court on the notice of unpaid judgment fo~. 

2. Notice of unpaid citation is processed for the local authority or 

delegated agency of the local unit of government. 

(6) ACCOUNTING REPORT. The department shall provide to each 

participating local unit of government a monthly report on the status of their 

financial account established under s. Trans 128.12(5)(c). 

(7) REFUNDS. When a participating local unit of government has elected 

to pay under s. Trans 128.12(5) (c), and later ter.minates participation as 

provided in s. Trans 128.03, any unused balance in the account shall be 

refunded by the department. 

(S) SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR CITY OF MILWAUKEE. The payment of $400,000 

under s. 20.395, Stats., made by the city of Milwaukee, shall be credited to 

the ci ty as follows: 

(a) Whenever the working capital balance of the appropriation Eor this 

program exceeds 90 days cash requirements, the city of Milwaukee shall receive 

credit Ear notices processed Eor 100% of the charges. 

(b) Whenever the working capital balance of the appropriation is between 

60 and 90 days cas~1 requirements, the city of ~'1ilwaukee shall receive credit 

for cases processed for the amortized amount of development costs. 
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(c) Whenever the working capital halance ()F. the appropriation is less 

than 60 days cash requirements, no credit shall be given to the city of 

Milwaukee, and the city shall pay for cases processed accor.ding to sub. (5) 

until the working capital balance is again at a 60 day level. 

(d) . These crediting provisions shall only apply to the extent of. the 

$400,000 payment by the city of Milwaukee. 

(End of Text) 

The rules contained in this order shall take effect upon publication as 

provided in s. 227.026(1) (intra.), Stats. 

Signed at 
this J? 

o en Ayres, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of 
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TRANS 128 
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or affects a sum sufficient appropriation. ~ Increase Costs - May Be Possible to Absorb 
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Concl us ion: 

D Permissive D Mandatory 

D SEG D SEG-S I 
Affected Ch. 20 Appropriations 

20.395(5)(cg) 

The proposed rule has no fiscal impact independent of the statute upon which it is 
based. Currently a person's vehicle registration can be denied for failure to pay 
a parking fine following the personal service of an arrest warrant and court 
certification to the department that an outstanding unpaid judgment exists against 
the individual. Chapter 165, Laws of 1981 expands the procedures for resolving 
unpaid parking tickets to include notification to the department by local authorities 
of the existance of an unpaid parking citation. If the person does not pay the 
forfeiture or appear in court to contest the citation, the department will immediatel 
suspend the registration' of the vehicle involved, withhold vehicle registration of 
all vehicles owned by the violator, or both as requested by the local authority. 
It is estimated that this proposal will increase annual state costs and revenue by 
about $775,000. Local annual expenditures will increase by about $775,000 and local 
revenue will increase by an unknown amount. 

The computer programming necessary to implement Chapter 165 will result in an 
estimated one~time cost of $140,000. 

Basis for Conclusion: 
1. It is estimated that about 3.5 million non-moving traffic violation citations 
are issued to Wisconsin motorists annually. Approximately 10% of these remain 
unpaid and municipalities could seek collection help for these from the department 
as a result of this proposal. However, while the potential exists for as many as 
350,000 unpaid ticket cases, the annualized volume is estimated at 100,000. This 
estimate is based on the unpaid citations currently being processed by the City of 
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Milwaukee, Madison and selected larger cities. Moreover, the current fee to 
process unpaid citation judgments is set by rule at $10 each which should decrease 
the volume because it is estimated that the fine associated with the majority of 
the unpaid citations is less than the processing fee. 

2. The current unpaid parking ticket program utilizing the court certification of 
unpaid judgments following the personal service of an arrest warrant is staffed to 
process about 22,500 cases per year. An additional 77,500 cases have been 
anticipated in present plans and budgets. However, the true workload impact of 
this proposal will not be known until the program becomes operational. 

3. Since this program is funded by a user fee designed to recover the state cost 
associated with program development and operation, local government expenditures 
will increase about $775,000 (100,000 total cases - 22,500 estimated current case 
workload x $10 fee), while revenue will increase by an unknown amount. Revenue 
will consist of the parking ticket forfeitures and the charges incurred by the 
local authority to process the case, which the local authority can recover. 
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[NOTE: All citations to "Manual" in the- comments 
below are to the Administrative Rules Procedures 
Manual, prepared by the Revisor of Statutes Bureau 
and the Legislative Council, dated April 1982.J 

1. Statutory Authority 

The proposed rules define "local unit of government" to mean lithe 
governi ng body of any county, city, vi 11 age, town or tax di stri ct ll and 
IIlocal authority" to mean "the person or body designated by official 
action of the governing body of a local unit of government. II The use of 
these terms is not in accordance with the statutes. 

Section 345.01, Stats., states that "(w)ords and phrases defined in 
s. 340.01 are used in the same sense in [ch. 345J unless a different 
definition is specifically provided." The term "local authorities ll which 
is used along with "local unit of government" in the new parking ticket 
provisions in ch. 345, Stats., is not specifically defined in those 
provisions. However, "local authorities" is defined in 5. 340.01 (26) to 
mean II Every county board, city council, town or vi 11 age board or other 
local agency having authority under the constitution and laws of this 
state to adopt traffic regulations." 

Thus, in the proposed rules, the term "local unit of government" 
means the same as "l oca l authorityll as defined in 5. 340.01 (25), Stats., 
and the term "local authority" is given a separate and different 
definition. There are two problems with the use of these terms in the new 
rules: 

a. Although not specifically defined, "local unit of government" in 
the new parking ticket law means a county, city, village or town and not 
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the governing body of one of these local governments. As noted above, 
Illocal authoriti' in the new law refers to the governing body of one of 
these local governments. The department should use these terms as they 
are used in the statutes. 

b. The proposed rules create an entity not found in the new law by 
defining "local autho~iti' to mean a "person or body designated by 
official action of the governing body of a local unit of government." 
There does not appear to be any statutory directive that the local 
governing body designate a separate body or a person to perform the 
parking ticket functions described in the new law (e.g., sending notice to 
the department of overdue parking tickets). The statutes provide that the 
"l oca 1 authori til perform these duties and "1 oca 1 authori ty" means the 
governing body of the municipality, not a person or body designated by the 
gove.rni ng body. 

Also, note that the definitions of "local authority" and "local unit 
of government" in the proposed rules are inconsistent. "Local authoriti' 
refers to the IIgoverning body of a local unit of government," but "local 
unit of government ll is defi ned as the governi ng body. In other words, the 
definition of "local authoriti' refers to the governing body of the 
governing body. 

In short, the department should define and use these terms as they 
are-defined and used in the statutes. 

2. ·Form, Style and Placement in Administrative Code 

a. Title. The proposed rules do not include a title for recreated 
ch. Trans 128. The title should be inserted in SECTION 1. 

b. s. Trans 128.01 (1). In the statement of statutory authority, 
"and ch. 342 1i should be placed immediately before "Stats." 

c. Definitions. To clarify the proposed rules, the following 
definitions should be inserted in s. Trans 128.02: 

(1) "Unpaid judgment" means an unpaid traffic forfeiture judgment 
under ch. 345, Stats. 

(2) . "Unpaid citation ll means an unpaid citation for a nonmoving 
traffic violation. 

d. s. Trans 128.03. In the introduction, is there something less 
than full participation by a local unit of government? If not, delete 
"full:-rr- . 
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The structure of s. Trans 128.03 should be revised by making the 
first two sentences sub. (1) and renumbering (1) and (2) to (2) and (3). 
Also, a title should be inserted for the new sub. (1). The new sub. (2) 
would be clearer if it were restructured as follows: 

(2) CONTENTS OF NOTIFICATION. The notification 
from the local unit of government shall include: 

(a) The effective date of participation; 

(b) Method of payment ... j and 

(c) Estimated annual volume .... 

. In the new sub. (3), for clarity, insert '~under this section" after 
"dep·artment. II 

e. $. Trans 128.08 (1). This subsection should be restructured as 
follows: 

(1) SCOPE. From the date the department receives 
notification of a person's unpaid judgment or 
unpaid citation, the department shall not permit 
the person to: 

(a) Register a vehicle. 

(b) Renew the registration of a vehicle if the 
department meets the notification requirements of 
s. 341.08 (4m), Stats., by: 

1. Mailing the renewal registration notice 
described in s. Trans 128.10 (1) (b), (c) and (d) 
where the department is notified by a· court or 
local authority prior to creating a notification of 
renewa 1 j or 

2. Mailing the letter described in s. Trans 128.06 
- (2) where the department is notified by a court or 

local authority after mailing notification of 
renewal but before the beginning of the new 
registration period. 

(c) Re-register a vehicle, including, but not 
limited to, changes in the gross weight or 
operating status of a vehicle or the issuance of 
replacement license plates. 
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(d) Transfer registration to another vehicle. 

(e) Transfer registration as part of the transfer 
of ownership of a vehicle. 

(f) Continue a nonexpiring registration. 

f. s. Trans 128.08 (4) (c). This paragraph would be clearer if it 
were subdivided as follows: 

(c) The applicant ... and the address is the same 
as: 

1. The address supplied ... ; 

2. The address obtained from the department's 
record ... ; or 

3. The address obtained from the department driver 
1 i cense records .. ' .. 

g. s. Trans 128.09. The 
ownership Ii shall be allowed unless 
is the same as the seller." 
circumstances (i.e., same surname 
question whether the transfer 
provision be broadened to include 
which indicate bad faith? 

last sentence states that a transfer of 
the surname or address of the purchaser 
In other words, these are the only 

or address) in which the department will 
is proposed in good faith. Should this 
the possibility of other circumstances 

h. s. Trans 128.10 (2). For brevity, this subsection could be 
restructured as follows: 

i. s. 
[i.e., "(a) 
Stats. "]. 

(2) MAILING. (a) The mailing of vehicle 
registration renewal shall be in accordance .... 

(b) The department may not maintain any record or 
evidence of mailing renewals or of renewals that 
are returned to the department or its agent as 
undeliverable by the U.S. postal service. 

(c) Failure to .... 

Trans 128.10 (3). For brevity, combine pars. (a), (c) and Cd) 
Suspended under s. 20.905 (2), 341.63 (1), 344.08 or 344.14, 
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4. Adequacy of References to Related Statutes, Rules and Forms 

The effective date clause indicates that the rules will take effect 
"upon publication as provided in s. 227.026 (1) (intro.), Stats. 1I 
However, that statutory provision states that rules take effect on the 
first day of the month following pUblication. The effective date clause 
should be modified to reflect this. 

5. Clarity, Grammar, Punctuation and Plainness 

a. Table of contents. In SECTION 1, Table of Contents, the first 
section is misnumbered. 

,b. s. Trans 128.01 (2). In the second line, substitute lIelecting ll 

for IIwishing. 1i In the fourth line, for ciarity, insert "traffic 
forfeiture ll before "judgment.1I 

c. s. Trans 128.03. In the (intro.), second sentence, substitute 
IIbeyond the 30-day period li for IIbeyond 30 days. II 

In sub. (2), 1 ine 3, sUbstitute IIprocesses" for IIwould process. II 

d. s. Trans 128.04. In sub. (1) (a), first line, for clarity, 
insert lIof an unpaid judgment ll after IInotice. 1I 

In sub. (2), second sentence, sUbstitute lIin a separate notice of 
unpaid judgment ll for lias another notice of unpaid judgment. II 

In sub. (3) (a), the last two lines should read: II ... satisfaction 
shall be on the form prescribed in this section and shall be mailed or 
delivered to the department by the court. II 

In sub. (4), the phrase lithe date the case was established" is vague. 
When is a case lIestablishedll ? Is there a clearer way of stating this? 
The same comment applies to s. Trans 128.05 (4). 

e. s. Trans 128.05. In sub. (1) (a), for clarity, insert lIof an 
unpaid citation ll after-linotice ll (on the first line). 

In sub. (3), the last two lines should read II ... satisfaction shall be 
on the form prescribed in this section and shall be mailed or delivered to 
the department by the local authoritY,1I 

f. s. Trans 128.06. In sub. (1), second line, substitute lithe 
department shall send an initial notification letter ll for lIan initial 
notification letter shall be sent. 1I The last clause in the first sentence 
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(i.e., " ... unless the department ... ) is confusing and should be rewritten 
as follows: " ... unless the department has a more recent address." 

In sub. (1) (b), insert "the department; s" after "When. II 

g. s. Trans 128.07. In the (intro.), IIhave his or her vehicle 
registration li should be inserted before "suspended. 1I In sub. (1) (b), 
fif1:h line, substitute "shall be" for lIare." 

In sub. (2) (title), substitute "CERTAIN II for "SOME." In sub. (2) 
(a), substitute, "may not ll for "cannot.1I 

h. s. Trans 128.08. In sub. (1), third line, the cite to 115. Trans 
128.07 (b) or (C)II is incomplete as is the cite to s. Trans 128.10 in sub. 
(1) (b) 1. 

In sub. (1) (c), parentheses should not be used in a rule unless 
absolutely necessary. This provision should be' redrafted without the 
parentheses. [See s. 1.01 (6), Manual.] 

In sub. (1) (a) to (f), "mal' should be substituted for "shall" in 
the first sentence of each of these paragraphs. [See s. 1.01 (2), 
Manual.] 

In sub. (3) (title), "AFFECT tI sheuld be "EFFECT." In sub. (3) (b), 
second line, sUbstitute "has been" for "was." 

In sub. (4) (a), first line, "applicant or registrant" should be 
"applicant's or registrant's." 

i. s. Trans 128.10 (2) (c). Substitute "against" for "for. II 

j. s. Trans 128.11 (1) (c). In the second line, "sub. (1)11 should 
be "par. (b)." In the second sentence, the cite should read "5. Trans 
128.04 or 128.05." 

k. s. Trans 128.12 (5). In sub. (5) (intra.), second sentence, "in" 
should be iiby." 



SECTION III 

PROCEDURAL ANALYSIS REQUIRED BY S. 227.018(3), STATS. 

(A) Statement of Need 

Chapter 165, Laws of 1981 was published on April 8, 1982 and had an 

effective date of July I, 1982. It affects the present Traffic Violation and 

Registration Program which requires the department to refuse vehicle 

registration when a ~ notifies the department that a judgment has been 

entered against a person and remains unpaid. The program has been expanded to 

allow a local authority to notify the department if a person does not respond 

to a parking ticket by paying or appearing in court within 28 days after the 

ticket is issued. The local authority has the option of requiring the 

department to immediately suspend the registration of the vehicle involved, or 

tD refuse to register any vehicle owned by the person, or both. 

The new law also provides that no owner may transfer the ownership or 

registration of any vehicle whose registration is suspended under this program 

unless the department is satisfied that it is proposed in good faith and not 

intended to defeat the effect of the suspension. 

The department must promulgate rules codifying administrative 

interpretations of these new statutory provisions and establishing procedures 

and policies relating to them. 

(B) Findings of Fact 

None. 

(C) Modifications Made as a Result of Testimony Received At The Public 

Hearings or Other Suggestions 

The notice of hearings and proposed rule amendments were published in the 

Wisconsin Administrative Register of July 15, 1982 and press releases were made 
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available to the Madison and Milwaukee news media. Meetings were held with 

officials from the City of Milwaukee, ~ity of Madison and Dane County. A 

total of 1,927 copies of a combined information letter/questionnaire were 

mailed on April 14, 1982. On July 8, 1982 the notice of hearing was mailed to 

approximately 225 municipalities that had requested further information. 

At the public hearing held in Milwaukee on August 4, 1982, 5 persons 

registered. The comments received at the public hearings and other public 

response are summarized below: 

TRANS 128.02(5) and (6) 

1. Public testimony: The proposed definitions of "local authority" and 

"local unit of government" prohibit participation by a state agency or 

institution and should be changed to allow participation. 

Department response: While the Department has no objection to state 

agency participation, we cannot change the definitions because s. 345.01, 

Stats., requires that the definition of !llocal authority" in s. 341.01(26), 

Stats., be used in administering this program. We believe legislation would 

be required to accommodate this request. 

TRANS 128.04(4) and 128.05(4) 

2. Public testimony: The provisions for purging records after 4 years 

should be changed to six years to be consistent with various statutory time 

limitations for commencement of actions related to court judgments and 

forfeiture recovery. 

Department response: Suggested changes made. 

TRANS 128.05(2) 

3. Public testimony: One notice (and one processing fee) should be 

allowed to include more than one unpaid parking ticket. This would reduce the 

workload and costs for local units of government and the Department. 

-2-



Department response: We agree with the merits of this suggestion but 

believe the statutes imply that a separate notice be submitted for each 

parking violation. For example, s. 345.28(4) (b) , Stats., describes the 

information that must be provided on the notice to the department including 

" ••• the date the citation was issued, the license number of the vehicle 

involved, ••• " Thus, the Department designed the notice and computer 

processing system to accommodate only one violation per notice. The City of 

Milwaukee (the largest user) arrived at the same interpretation and 

established their system on that basis. There would be a number of problems 

to resolve in a system that would allow the reporting of multiple violations 

in one notice. Participating local units of government do not have to notify 

the Department of each and every unpaid parking ticket. Therefore, if a local 

unit of government is able to determine that the department has been notified 

of a previous violation, they may elect to withhold sending another notice and 

avoid another payment to the department. 

TRANS 128.09 

4. Public testimony: While it is my hope that almost all transfers will 

be allowed only after registration is reinstated (and the outstanding fines 

are paid) TRANS 128.09 appears to have the potentiar to allow too many 

transfers. 

Department reponse: The criteria for allowing a transfer was changed. 

The original proposal would have refused a transfer whenever the surname or 

address of the purchaser was the same as the seller. This would have resulted 

in incorrectly refusing some transfers and allowing some transfers that should 

have been refused. For example, divorced persons might continue to have the 

same surname but the transfer would not necessarily defeat the purpose of this 

program. On the other hand, a transfer between relatives, friends, or 
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neighbors with different surnames could not be refused even though it may be 

an attempt to defeat the purpose of this program. Therefore, we have included 

the conditions that establish when a transfer is not in good faith and will 

refuse all transfers unless the purchaser of the vehicle provides us with a 

statement that those conditions do not exist. A transfer involving a 

Wisconsin motor vehicle dealer will be permitted without the statement because 

it is unlikely that a dealer would become involved in a scheme to defeat the 

program. 

TRANS 128.12 

5. Public testimony: The Department should report periodically to local 

units of government'participating in the program on the status of their 

account and provide other relevant information on their participation in the 

program. 

Department response: Added a provision that the department provide each 

participating local unit of government a monthly report on the status of their 

financial account established under s. TRANS 128.12(5)(c). 

(D) List of Persons Who Appeared or Registered at the Public Hearing 

Public hearing held August 4, 1982, in Milwaukee. 

Tom Ciurlik 
5050 South Lake Dr. 
Cudahy PD 
Cudahy, WI 53110 

Thomas J. Loeffler 
1625 Rapids Dr. 
Racine, WI 

Tom Heimen 
Milwaukee Journal 

Doug Haselow 
200 E. Wells 
City of Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, WI 

Ronald Brinkmann 
5719 Wildwood Dr. 
Racine, WI 53403 
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(E) Response to Legislative Council Recommendations 

1. Statutory Authority 

The Legislative Council Report indicated that the Department should 

define and use the terms "local authority" and "local unit of government" as 

they are defined in the statutes. Suggested changes in the definitions were 

made. Also, a new term, "delegated agency", was added and defined to allow a 

local authority to designate the agency/department/office that would 

administer the unpaid parking ticket program. 

The original Traffic Violation and Registration Program provided for 

participation by local units of government and required that courts of law 

submit the notices of unpaid judgments to the department on'behalf of the 

local units of government. 

The legislation that expanded the program to include unpaid parking 

tickets introduced the term local authority as the entity that would be 

responsible for sUbmitting the notices of unpaid citations to the department 

on behalf of the local units of government. 

However, as pointed out by the Legislative Council, local authority was 

required to be defined the same as the definition in s. 340.01(26), Stats. 

This definition refers to city councils; village, town, or county boards; etc. 

Since parking ticket programs are typically administered by police departments, 

the term "delegated agency" was added to describe who will actually be 

administering this program. 

2. Form, Style, and Placement 

Suggested changes were made. 

-5-



4. Adequacy of References 

Suggested changes were mpde. 

5. Clarity, Grammar, Punctuation, and Plainnes 

Suggested changes were made. 
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