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CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 

RECEIVED 

OCT 201982 
I,' 30 /?rYI 

RevIsor of ~tatutes 
Bureau 

) SS 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Donald E. Percy, Secretary of the Department of Health and 

Social Services and custodian of the official records of said 

department, do hereby certify that the annexed rules relating to 

good cause for AFDC applicants and recipients to refuse to cooperate 

in establishing paternity and securing child support were duly 

approved and adopted by this department on October 19, 1982. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with 

the original on file in this department and that the same is a true 

copy thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

,\, . 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my:hand and affixed the official seal 
of the department at the State Office 
Building, 1 W. Wilson Street, in the city 
of Madison, this 19th day of October, A.D. 
1982. 

%. 
Donald E. Percy, Secre 
Department of Health an 

J- / ;5 



ORDER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

ADOPTING RULES 

RECEIVED 

OCT 201982 

Revisor of Statutes 
Bureau 

To create HSS 215, relating to rules concerning good cause for AFDC 

appl icants and recipients to refuse to cooperate in establ ishing 

paternity and securing chi Id support. 

Analysis prepared by the Department of Health and Social Services. 

These rules define good cause for refusing to cooperate in 
establishing paternity and securing child support and set the 
standards and procedures for determining good cause. They relate to 
requirements for determining eligibility for Aid to Families \vith 
Dependent Chi I dren under s. 49.19, Wis. Stats. in relation to the 
Child Support and Paternity Program under s. 59.07(97), Wis. Stats. 

In Wisconsin Welfare Rights Organization vs. Donald E. Percy, et al. 
(Civi I Action No. 79-C-277), the U.S. Court for the Eastern District 
of Wisconsin on June 29, 1979, ordered the Department of Health and 
Social Services to implement good cause regulations as contained in 
45 CFR 232. Implementation occurred with the Issuance on July I and 
August 1,.1979 of Departmental manual and handbook releases to 
county departments administering Aid to Famil ies with Dependent 
Chi Idren and county agencies administrating the Chi Id Support and 
Paternity Program under the supervision of the Department. These 
provided the pol Icy and procedural instructions for Implementing the 
good cause requirements. On the basis of these instructions, 
Wisconsin's Aid to Fami I ies with Dependent Chi Idren State Plan was 
amended and submitted to the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare which approved the amended plan on December 27, 1979, 
retroactive to Ju Iy I, 1979. 

The manual and handbook instructions and the State Plan include 
statements of general pol icy which under s. 227.011, Wis. Stats., 
must be promulgated as administrative rules. Further, the rules are 
indirectly prescribed by s. 49.19(4)(h)l.a., Wis. Stats. given the 
legislative mandate to be In accord " ••• with federal law, rules, 
and regulations appl icable to paternity establishment and collection 
of support payments. II The pertinent federal regulations are, again, 
found in 45 CFR 232. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Department of Health and 

Social Services by SSe 46.03(8), 49.50(2), and 227.014(2), Stats., the 

Department of Health and Social Services hereby adopts rules 

Interpreting SSe 49.19(4)(h) and 59.07(97), Stats., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter HSS 215 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is 

adopted to read: 



Chapter HSS 215 

CHILD SUPPORT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY 

HSS 215.01 Authority and purpose 

HSS 215.02 Definitions 

, 
HSS 215.03 Good cause for 

refus I ng to 
cooperate 

HSS 215.04 Records and reports 

HSS 215.01 AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE. Pursuant to SSe 46.03(8), 
49.19(4)(h), 59.07(97), and 227.014(2), Stats. this chapter Is adopted 
for the purpose of administering the aid to families with dependent 
children and the child support and establishment of paternity programs. 

HSS 215.02 DEFINITIONS. (1) "Child support agency" means a county 
or tribal office, officer, board, department, or agency designated by 
the county board or elected tribal council to administer the child 
support and establishment of paternity program under s. 59.07(97), 
stats. on behalf of the department. For purposes of this chapter, 
child support agency Includes al I county and tribal offices, officers, 
departments, or agencies providing child support and establishment of 
paternity services under cooperative agreements with the department. 

(2) ''Department'' means, unless qualified, the state department of 
health and social services. 

(3) "Good cause" means meeting the prescribed criteria set forth In 
this chapter, which permit, without sanctions, a refusal to cooperate 
In establishing paternity and securing child support. The criteria 
apply to any parent or other caretaker relative who Is applying for or 
receiving aid under s. 49.19, Stats. 

(4) "Hearing" means the same as In s. PW-PA 20.18, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(5) "Income maintenance agency" means a county or tribal agency 
under contract with the department to administer aid under s. 49.19, 
Stats. 

(6) "Mental health professional" means an Individual with 
experience and training In the field of mental health, and includes, 
but Is not limited to,a psychiatrist, a psychologist, and a psychiatric 
social worker. 

(7) "Protect I ve payment" means a payment to a payee ap po I nted by 
the Income maintenance agency, other than the parent or other caretaker 
relative eligible for aid under s. 49.19, stats. 

HSS 215.03 GOOD CAUSE FOR REFUSING TO COOPERATE. (1) COOPERATION 
AS A CONDITION OF ELIGIBILITY. (a) Unless there Is good cause for 
refusing to do so, each applicant for and recipient of aid under 
s. 49.19, Stats. shall, as a condition of eligibility, cooperate In: 

1. Identifying and locating the parent of a child for whom aid Is 
claimed; 

2. Establishing the paternity of a child born out of wedlock for 
whom aid Is claimed; 
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3. Obtaining support payments for the applicant or recipient and 
for a child for whom aid Is claimed; and 

4. Obtaining any other payments or property due to the applicant or 
recipient or the child for whom aid Is claimed. 

(b) Cooperation by an applicant for or a recipient of aid under s. 
49.19, Stats., Includes any action that Is relevant and necessary to 
achieve the purposes specified In par. (a), Including, but not limited 
to: 

1. Providing verbal or written Information, or documentary or other 
evidence, known to, possessed by, or reasonably obtainable by the 
applicant or recipient; 

2. Appearing as a witness at judicial or other hearings or 
proceedings; 

3. Providing Information, or attesting to the lack of Information, 
under penalty of perjury; and 

4. Paying to the county or tribe any court ordered child support 
payments received directly from the absent parent after an assignment 
under s. 49.19(4)(h) I.b., Stats. has been made. 

(c) Cooperation does not Include Involuntary participation In a 
polygraph examination. Further, voluntary participation Is not an 
authorization for the results to be used as conclusive evidence against 
the examinee. However, the results can be used to Impeach or 
sUbstantiate other evidence. 

(2) GOOD CAUSE CIRCUMSTANCES. (a) The Income maintenance agency 
shal I determine whether or not cooperation In establishing paternity or 
securing child support or both Is against the best Interests of the 
chi Id. There shal I be a waiver of cooperation only If: 

1. The parent or other caretaker relative's cooperation Is 
reasonably anticipated to result In anyone of the fol lowing: 

a. Physical harm to the child for whom support Is to be sought; 

b. Emotional harm to the child for whom support Is to be sought; 

c. Physical harm to the parent or other caretaker relative with 
whom the child Is living which reduces that person's capacity to care 
for the child adequately; or 

d. Emotional harm to the parent or other caretaker relative with 
whom the child Is I lying, of such a nature or degree that It reduces 
that person's capacity to care for the child adequately; or 

2. At least one of the fol lowing circumstances exists and it Is 
reasonably anticipated that proceeding to establish paternity or secure 
support would be detrimental to the child: 

a. The child for whom support Is sought was conceived as a result 
of Incest or sexual assault; 
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b. A petition for the adoption of the child has been filed with a 
court; or 

c. The parent is being assisted by a public or private social 
agency In deciding whether or not to terminate parental rights and the 
discussions have not gone on for more than 3 months. 

(b) When the income maintenance agency Is determining good cause on 
the basis of physical or emotional harm, the harm must be of a serious 
nature. 

1. When applied to the parent or other caretaker relative, "serious 
nature" means the physical or emotional Impairment Is or wll I be 
substantial enough to affect the Individual's capacity to care for the 
ch II d. 

2. Emotional harm to the child means that the child Is so 
emotionally Impaired that the chll d's functioning Is substantially 
affected. 

(3) CLAIMING GOOD CAUSE. (a) The Income maintenance agency shal I 
Issue a printed good cause notice to al.l applicants when they apply for 
aid and to recipients of aid under s. 49.19, Stats. whenever a child Is 
added to the aid payment. 

1. The notice shall describe the right to refuse to cooperate for 
good cause In establishing paternity and securing child support. This 
Includes advising the parent or other caretaker relative: 

a. Of the potential benefits the child may derive from establishing 
paternity and securing support; 

b. That by law, cooperation In establishing paternity and securing 
support Is a condition of eligibility for aid under s. 49.19, Stats.; 

c. Of the sanctions provided for In sub. (4)(g) for refusing to 
cooperate without good cause; 

d. That good cause for refusing to cooperate may be claimed and 
that, If there Is good cause, the parent or other caretaker relative 
wll I be excused from the cooperation requirement; and 

e. That upon request, or fol lowing a claim of good cause, the 
Income maintenance agency wi I I provide further notice, as specified In 
sub. (3)(c), with additional detal Is concerning good cause. 

2. The notice shal I be signed and dated by the parent or other 
caretaker relative and the Income maintenance agency worker. 

3. The original shall be placed In the financial aid record and the 
parent or other caretaker relative shal I be given a copy. 

(b) The ch II d sup port agency sha I I ask each parent or other 
caretaker relative upon their Initial contact, if a good cause notice 
has been received. 
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1. If a notice has not been received, the person shall be given one 
and the opportunity to claim good cause. 

2. Anyone who wIshes to claim good cause shall be referred back to 
the Income maintenance agency for a good cause determInatIon. 

(c) The Income maIntenance agency shal I also Issue a printed good 
cause claim at the request of any applIcant for or recIpient of aId 
under s. 49.19, Stats. 

1. The claIm shal I descrIbe the cIrcumstances whIch support a good 
cause claim and how a claIm Is documented. 

2. The claim shal I state that the Income maintenance agency shal I 
direct the child support agency to proceed without the participation of 
the parent or other caretaker relative as permitted by sub.(11). 

3. The claim shal I be signed by the parent or other caretaker 
relative In the presence of an income malntenace agency worker or a 
notary pub II c. 

4. The signature of the parent or other caretaker relative on the 
claim Initiates the claim. 

5. The original shal I be placed in the fInancIal aid record and 
the parent or other caretaker relatIve shal I be gIven a copy. A copy 
shal I also be sent to the chIld support agency. The child support 
agency shal I be Instructed to either not InItIate or to suspend 
activItIes to establish paternity or secure support or both until the 
claim Is determined, as follows: 

a. When good cause Is claImed at the time of application for aid 
under s. 49.19, Stats., a copy shal I be attached to the referral to the 
child support agency. 

b. At all other times, a copy shall be fOrl~arded to the child 
support agency withIn 2 days after the claim Is signed. 

(d) Any parent or other caretaker relative who refuses to cooperate 
and who claims to have good cause for' refusing to cooperate has the 
burden of establishing the existence of a good cause circumstance. The 
parent or caretaker relative shal I: 

1. Specify the circumstance that Is believed to provide good cause 
for not cooperating; and 

2. Corroborate the circumstance In accordance with the evidence and 
proof requirements of subs. (7) to (9). 

(e) I f the requl rements of par. (d) are not met, the Income 
maintenance agency shal I on that basis determine that good cause does 
not exist. 
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(4) DETERMINING GOOD CAUSE. (a) The Income maintenance or the 
social services staff of the county agency created and authorized under 
SSe 46.22 and 49.51, Stats., shal I determine whether there Is good 
cause for refusing to cooperate within 45 days from the day the claim 
Iss I gned. 

(b) The 45 day time period may be extended by the Income 
maintenance agency If It Is documented In the case record that 
addditional time Is needed because the: 

1. Information needed to verify the claim cannot be obtained by the 
agency within the 45 days; or 

2. Corroborative evidence was not submitted by the parent or other 
caretaker relative within 20 days as required by sub. (9)(a). 

(c) The determination of whether there Is good cause or not shal I 
be reviewed by supervisory staff of the Income maintenance agency with 
the final determination being approved by the agency director or the 
director's designee and signed by that person. 

(d) The final determination of whether there Is good cause or not 
shal I be In writing and shal I be placed In the financial aid record. 
This shal I Include al I evidence submitted In support of the claim and a 
written statement as to how the agency reached Its determination. If 
there Is no evidence or verifiable Information available which suggests 
otherwise, the Income maintenance agency shal I conclude that an alleged 
refusal to cooperate was, In fact, a case of cooperation to the ful lest 
extent possible. 

(e) Written notice of the final determination shall be given to the 
parent or other caretaker relative, Including the right to a hearing, 
and to the child support agency. 

(f) If the Income maintenance agency determines that good cause 
does not exist, the parent or other caretaker relative shal I be 
notified and have 10 days to: 

1. Withdraw the claim and cooperate; 

2. Exclude allowable Individuals from the application or case; or 

3. Withdraw the application or request that the case be closed. 

(g) When the 10 days provided for In par. (f) have expired and no 
action as specified In par. (f) has occurred, the Income maintenance 
agency shall, pursuant to s. 49.19(4)(h), Stats.: 

1. Deny aid under s. 49.19, Stats. to the parent or other caretaker 
relative or remove that person from the aid payment; and 

2. Provide aid, without regard to the needs of the parent or other 
caretaker relative, to each eligible child In the form of protective 
payments. 
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(h) The sanctions In par. (g) shal I remain In effect until there Is 
cooperation or until cooperation Is no longer an Issue. 

(5) GRANTING OR CONTINUING AID. (a) If the parent or other 
caretaker relative Is cooperating with the Income maintenance agency In 
furnishing evidence and information for a determination on good cause, 
aid under s. 49.19, Stats. shall not be denied, delayed, reduced, or 
discontinued pending the determination. 

(b) The Income maintenance agency shall not use the 45 day period 
In sub. (4)(a) to extend an el Iglbl Iity determination beyond the 
maximum period allowed In s. 49.19(4)(b), Stats. for processing 
app Ilcations. 

(6) PARTICIPATION OF THE CHILD SUPPORT AGENCY. (a) The child 
support agency shal I be given the opportunity to review and comment on 
the findings of the Income maintenance agency prior to the final 
determination on good cause by the Income maintenance agency. 
Consideration shal I be given to any recommendation from the child 
support agency. 

(b) The child support agency may participate In any hearing 
resulting from a good cause determination. 

(c) In cases of disagreement between the Income maintenance agency 
and the child support agency over a potential finding of good cause 
based on emotional harm, the income maintenance agency shal I refer the 
parent or other caretaker relative to a mental health professional. 

1. A written report shall be secured and used In arriving at a 
final determination. 

2. The cost of the referral may be paid with monies from Title XIX 
of the Social Security Act, If the claimant Is eligible; If not, then 
with Title XX monies, If the claimant Is eligible and funds are aval 1-
able; and, If not, with administrative funds of the Income maintenance 
agency. 

(d) The final decision on good cause Is, however, made by the 
Income maintenance agency. 

(7) EVIDENCE. An Initial good cause claim shall be based on 
evidence In existence at the time of the claim. There Is no limitation 
on the age of the evidence. Once a final decision Including any 
hearing Is made on the claim, any subsequent claim shal I have new 
evidence as Its basis. The fol lowing types of evidence may be used In 
determining good cause: 

(a) Birth certlfJcates or medical or law enforcement records which 
Indicate that the child may have been conceived as a result of Incest 
or sexual assault; 

(b) Court documents or other records which Indicate that a petition 
for the adoption of the child has been filed with a court; 
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(c) Court, medical, criminal, child protective services, social 
services, psychological, school, or law enforcement records whtch 
Indicate that the putative father or absent parent might Inflict 
physical or emotional harm on the child or on the parent or other 
caretaker relative; 

(d) Medical records which indicate the emotional health history and 
present emotional health status of the parent or other caretaker 
relative or the child; or written ~tatements from a mental health 
professional Indicating a diagnosis or prognosis concerning the 
emotIonal health of the parent or other caretaker relatIve or the 
child; 

(e) A written statement from a public or private social agency that 
the parent Is being assisted by the agency to decide whether or not to 
terminate parental rights. 

(f) Sworn statements from persons other than the parent or other 
caretaker relative with knowledge of the circumstance on l'Ihlch the good 
cause claim is based; or 

(g) Any other supporting or corroborative evidence. 

(8) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PROOF OF GOOD CAUSE. (a) Emotional 
harm. 1. When a good cause claim Is based on emotional harm to the 
C}lIfd or the parent or other caretaker relative, the Income maintenance 
agency shal I consider the: 

a. Present emotional state of the person subject to emotional 
harm; 

b. Emotional health history of the person subject to emotional 
harm; 

c. Intensity and probable duration of the emotional Impairment; 

d. Degree of cooperation to be required; and 
-

e. Extent of involvement of the child In the establIshment of 
paternity or the support enforcement activity to be undertaken. 

2. If the parent or other caretaker relative submits only one piece 
of evidence or the Income maintenance agency finds the documentation 
submitted InconclusIve, the Income maIntenance agency may refer the 
parent or other caretaker relative to a mental health professional for 
a report speci flcally relating to the good cause claim. 

(b) Physical harm. When a good cause claIm Is based on anticIpated 
physical harm and no evidence Is submitted, the Income maintenance 
agency shall conduct an Investigation, according to the provisions of 
sub. (10). 
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(c) Incest or sexual assault. When a good cause claim Is based on 
the parent or other caretaker relative's statement that the child was 
conceived as a result of Incest or sexual assault, but this Is not 
documented, the claim may be reviewed as one based on emotional harm. 

(9) GENERAL REQUIR8v1ENTS FOR PROOF OF GOOD CAUSE. (a) The parent 
or other caretaker relative who claims good cause, shal I provide, 
supporting evidence within 20 days from the day the claim Is signed. 
The income maintenance or the social services staff of the county 
agency created and authorized under ss. 46.22 and 49.51, Stats., may, 
with supervisory approval, determine that more time Is necessary 
because of difficulty In obtaining certain evldence~ 

(b) There shall be at least one document of evidence, In addition 
to any sworn statements from the parent or other caretaker relative. 
The parent or other caretaker relative shall be encouraged to provide 
as many types of evidence as possible. The Income maintenance agency 
shall offer assistance In obtaining necessary evidence. 

(c) When sufficient evidence to sUbstantiate a good cause claim has 
not been submitted, the Income maintenance agency shal I: 

1. Notify the parent or other caretaker r'elatlve that additional 
evidence Is required and specify that evidence; 

2. Advise the parent or other caretaker relative on how to obtain 
the evidence; and 

3. Make a reasonable effort to obtain specific documents which are 
not reasonably obtainable by the parent or other caretaker relative 
without assistance. 

(d) If after having been notified that additional evidence Is 
required, the parent or other caretaker relative continues to refuse to 
cooperate or the evidence obtained does not establish good cause, the 
Income maintenance agency shal I then notify the parent or other 
caretaker relative that If no further action Is taken within 10 days, 
good cause will not be found and that he or_she may first: 

1. Withdraw the claim and cooperate; 

2. Exclude allowable Individuals from the application or case; 

3. Withdraw the application or request that the case be closed; or 

4. Request a hearing. 

(e) When the 10 days provided for In par. (d) have expired and no 
action as specified In par. (d) has occurred, the Income maintenance 
agency shall, pursuant to s. 49.19(4)(h), Stats.: 

1. Deny aid under s. 49.19, Stats. to the parent or other caretaker 
relative or remove that person from the aid payment; and 
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2. Provide aid, without regard to the needs of the parent or other 
caretaker relative, to each eligible child In the form of protectIve 
payments. 

(10) INVESTIGATION OF GOOD CAUSE CLAIM. (a) The Income 
maintenance agency shal I conduct an InvestIgatIon of any of good cause 
claim based on anticipated physical harm, both when the claim Is 
credible without corroborative evidence and when corroborative evIdence 
Is not available. Good cause shal I be found when both the parent or 
other caretaker relative's statement and the Investigation satIsfy the. 
Income maintenance agency that he or she has good cause. 

(b) The Income maintenance agency may also Investigate any good 
cause claim when the parent or other caretaker relative's statement, 
together with the corroborative evidence, does not provide a sufficient 
basis for a determInation. 

(c) Neither the Income maintenance agency nor the child support 
agency shal I, In the course of any InvestigatIon, contact the absent 
parent or putatIve father from whom support would be sought wIthout 
first notIfying the parent or other caretaker relatIve In wrItIng of 
the Intention to do so. The parent or other caretaker relatIve shal I 
have a 10 day period to: 

1. Present additIonal supportIng or corroboratIve evidence or 
Information so that contact with the absent parent or putatIve father 
Is unnecessary; 

2. Exclude allowable IndIviduals from the applIcatIon or case; 

3. Withdraw the application or request that the case be closed; or 

4. Request a hearing. 

(d) When the 10 days provided for In par. (c) have expired and no 
action as specified In par. (c) has occurred, the Income maintenance 
agency shall, pursuant to s. 49.19(4)(h), Stats.: 

1. Deny aid under s. 49.19, Stats. to the parent or other caretaker 
relative or remove that person from the aid payment; and 

2. Provide aid, without regard to the needs of the parent or other 
caretaker relative, to each elIgIble child In the form of protective 
payments. 

(11) NOTICE TO CHILD SUPPORT AGENCY. (a) The Income maIntenance 
agency shall Inform the chIld support agency whether good cause Is 
found or not. When good cause Is found, the child support agency shal I 
also be notified whether or not It should proceed to establish 
paternity or secure child support or both without the participation of 
parent or other caretaker relative. 

(b) When good cause Is found: 
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1. The income maintenance agency shal I direct the child support 
agency to suspend al I further case activities If It Is determined that 
the child support agency's action, even without the participation of 
the parent or other caretaker relative, Is reasonably anticipated to 
result in physical or emotional harm. 

2. In cases where the child support agency's action is reasonably 
anticipated to not result in physical or emotional harm, that agency 
shal I be directed to proceed without the participation of the parent or 
other caretaker relative. 

a. The parent or other caretaker relative shal I be notified 
immediately by the income maintenance agency. 

b. The child support agency shal I not be notified for 10 days to 
al low the parent or other caretaker relative to exclude allowable 
Individuals from the application or case, withdraw the application, or 
request that the case be closed, or request a hearing. 

c. The determination to proceed without the participation of the 
parent or other caretaker relative shal I be In writing and shal I 
contain the Income maintenance agency's findings and the basis for Its 
determination. The written determination shal I be made a part of the 
financial aid record. 

d. The child support agency may decide to not proceed on Its own 
assessment. 

(c) When good cause Is not found: 

1. Fol lowing notice to the parent or other caretaker relative, the 
income maintenance agency shall walt 10 days before taking further 
action. 

2. If, after the 10 days, the parent or other caretaker relative 
stili refuses to cooperate and did not exclude allowable Individuals, 
withdraw the application, or request that the case be closed, the 
Income maintenance agency shall Invoke the sanctions In sub. (4)(g). 

3. The parent or other caretaker rei atlve shal I be I nformed of the 
right to a hearing. If a hearing Is requested, the Income maintenance 
agency shal I I nstruct the ch II d support agency to not proceed wi th any 
paternity or support enforcement action during the hearing process. 

(12) REVIEW OF GOOD CAUSE DETERMINATIONS. (a) Good cause 
determinations based on permanent circumstances need not be reviewed. 

(b) The Income maintenance agency shal I review good cause 
determinations Involving circumstances which are subject to change at 
each redetermination of el Iglbll Ity for aid under s. 49.19, Stats., or 
upon new evidence. 
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(c) When good cause Is determined to no longer exist, the Income 
maintenance agency shal I rescind Its determination and Immediately 
notify the parent or other caretaker relative, In writing, of this and 
the right to a hear I ng. The ch II d support agency sha I I not be not I fled 
for 10 days to al low the parent or other caretaker relative to: 

1. Cooperate; 

2. Exclude allowable Individuals from the case; or 

3. Request that the case be closed. 

(d) When the 10 days provided for In par. (c) have expired and no 
action as specified In par. (c) has occurred, the Income maintenance 
agency sha I I: 

1. Invoke the sanctions In sub. (4)(g), and 

2. I n form the parent or other caretaker re I at I ve of the rIght to a 
hearl ng. 

HSS 215.04 RECORDS AND REPORTS. The Income maintenance agency shal I 
maintain records and submit monthly reports to the department giving: 

(1) The total number of cases In which the parent or other 
caretaker relative claimed to have good cause for refusing to 
cooperate; 

(2) The number of cases In which the parent or other caretaker 
relative was found to have good cause for refusing to cooperate; 

(3) The number of cases In which the claim was made In anticipation 
of physical harm without corroborative evidence; 

(4) The number of cases In which the parent or other caretaker 
relative was found to have good cause for refusing to cooperate on the 
basis of anticipated physical harm without corroborative evidence. 

(5) The number of cases In which the parent or other caretaker 
relative was found to have good cause for refusing to cooperate based 
solely on an examination of the corroborative evidence supplied by the 
parent or other caretaker relative with no Investigation; 

(6) The number of cases In which good cause was claimed by the 
parent or other caretaker relative prior to receiving aid under 
s. 49.19, Stats. and in which the final determination that good cause 
did not exist was made after el Iglbl Ilty for aid was determined; 

(7) The number of cases In which the parent or other caretaker 
relative was found to have good cause for refusIng to cooperate, but 
there was a determination that chIld support enforcement may proceed 
without the partIcipation of the parent or other caretaker relative; 
and 

(8) For those cases In which good cause was found, which of the 
circumstances In S, HSS 215.03(2}(al were found to exist. 
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The rules contained In this order shall take effect on the first day 

of the month fol lowing publication In the WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE 

REGISTER pursuant to the authority granted by s. 227.026(1), Wis. 

stats. 

Department of Health & Social Services 

pa,t~d l i' ,107'19-82 
,\)'" \ 

By :_q-=--->-?'~=> ~--=--f (--,--:~2~-".------__ ------
Donald E. Percy, S~y 

; S~a I: 



State of Wisconsin \ 

October 19, 1982 

Mr. Orlan Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
411 West, State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

1 WEST WILSON STREET 
P.O. BOX 7850 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

RECEIVED 

OCT 201982 

RevIsor of Statutes 
8ureau 

As provided in s. 227.023, Stats., there is hereby submitted a 
certified copy of HSS 215, administrative rules relating to good 
cause for AFDC applicants and recipients to refuse to cooperate in 
establishing paternity and securing child support. 

These rules are being submitted to the Secretary of State as 
required by s. 227.023, Stats. 

Sincerely, (~ 

~ -Xp

.-

Donald ~rcy l.) 
SECRETARY 

Enclosure 


