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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Carroll D. 8esadny 

Secretary 

STATE OF ~JI SCONSIN 
ss 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

RECEIVED 

MAR 22 1985 
Rav~; ~f~t~s 

Bureau 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Bruce B. Braun, Deputy Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources 

and custodian of the official records of said Department, do hereby certify 

that the annexed copy of Natural Resources Board Order No. WQ-58-84 was duly 

approved and adopted by this Department on January 23, 1984. I further 

certify that said copy has been compared by me with the original on file in 

this Department and that the same is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of 

such original. 

(SEAL) 

6555H 

I, ~/, 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the official 
seal of the Department at General 
Executive Facili~~,#2 in the City of 
Madison, this ~~ay of March, 1985. 

~6~~ ~ Braun, neptySeCretary 



ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES 
BOARD REPEALING & RECREATING RULES 

IN THE MATTER of repealing and recreating ch. NR 200 of the 
Wisconsin Administrative Code pertaining to applications for 
Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits 

WQ-58-84 

Analysis Prepared by the Department of Natural Resources 

The main effect of the repeal and recreation of ch. NR 200, Wis. Adm. Code, will be to specify 
the number of business days, fol lowing receipt of a complete Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (WPDES) permit application or request for modification, within which the 
Department will publish a public notice Indicating Its Intended action. This revision Is being 
made for the purpose of complying with the requirements of 1983 Wisconsin Act 91. The other 
revisions are being made to remove reference to specific permit application forms which are no 
longer used and to clarify and update those sections of the code that were affected by the most 
recent changes to ch. 147, Stats. and the promulgation of chs. NR 243 and NR 347, Wis. Adm. 
Codes. 

Pursuant to the authority vested In the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources Board by 

ss. 147.02, 147.025 and 227.014, Stats., the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources BOard hereby 

repeals and recreates rules Interpreting ss. 147.02, 147.025 and 227.0105, Stats., as follows: 

SECTION I. Chapter NR 200 Is repealed and recreated to read: 

Chapter NR 200 

APPLICATIONS FOR DISCHARGE PERMITS 

WISCONSIN POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 

NR 200.01 Purpose 

NR 200.02 Definitions 

NR 200.03 Applicability and exclusions 

NR 200.04 Reporting of existing discharges 
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NR 200.05 

NR 200.06 

NR 200.07 

NR 200.08 

NR 200.09 

NR 200.10 

Reporting of new discharges 

Application for relssuance 

Application forms 

Use of Information 

Incomplete application 

Time periods for action on permit applications 

NR 200.01 PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter Is to set forth the requirements for filing 

applications for the discharge permits required by s. 147.02, Stats., to prescribe the form of 

such applications pursuant to s. 147.025, Stats., and to specify the number of business days 

within which the department will publish a public notice Indicating Its Intended action on a 

Wisconsin pollutant discharge elimination system permit application or request for modification 

pursuant to s. 227.0105, Stats. Section 147.025, Stats., requires a permit for the lawful 

discharge of any pollutant Into the waters of the state, which Include groundwaters by the 

definition set forth In s. 147.015(13), Stats. The federal water pollution control act of 1977, 

P.L. 95-217; 33 U.S.C. 466 et seq., requires a permit for the lawful discharge of any pollutant 

Into navigable waters. Therefore In Wisconsin, permits are required for discharges from point 

sources to surface waters of the state and additionally to land areas where pollutants may 

percolate, seep to, or be leached +0 groundwaters. 

NR 200.02 DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions are 

applicable: 

(I> "Bus I ness days" means each day except Saturday; Sunday; January I; the I ast ~1onday In 

~1ay, which shall be the day of celebration for ~1ay 30; July 4; the first ~nday In September; 

the 4th Thursday In Novemb.er; Deceroer 25; the day following If January 1, Jul')l ~_0!"_December_25 

falls on Sunday; after 12 noon on Good Friday, In lieu of the period specified In s. 757.17; and 

December 24 and 31. 
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(2) "Departlllent" means the department of natural resou~ces. 

(3) "Discharge of pollutant" or "discharge of pollutarts" means any addition of any 

pollutant to the waters of this state from any point source. 

(4) "Municipality" means any city, town, village, courrty, county utility district, town 

sanitary district, town utility district, school district or metropolitan sewage district or any 

other public entity created pursuant to law and having au~orlty to collect, treat or dispose of 

sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes. 

(5) "Permit" means a permit for the discharge of poll'_·ants Issued by this department. 

(6) "Person" means an Individual, owner or operator, corporation, partnership, association, 

municipality, Interstate agency, state agency, or federal agency. 

(7) "Point source" rrteans any discernible, confined an':: discrete conveyance, Including but 

not limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, 

roiling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation or vessel or other floating craft from 

which pollutants may be discharged either Into the waters of this state or Into a publicly ow~d 

treatment works. "Point source" shall not Include diffused surface drainage or any ditch or 

channel which serves only to InterF,ittently drain excess sJrface water from rain or melting snow 

and Is not used as a means of conveying pollutants Into Io'c+ers of the state. "Point source" 

shall not Include uncontrolled discharges composed enTlre'v of storm runoff when these 

discharges are uncontaminated by any Industrial or conmer:ial activity, unless the particular 

storm runoff discharge has been Identified by the departmf~t as a significant contributor of 

pollution. 

(8) "Pollutant" means any dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, 

refuse, all, sewage sludge, munitions, chemical wastes, b"ologlcal materials, radioactive 

substance, heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sa~,j, cellar dirt and Industrial, 

municipal and agricultural waste discharged Into water. 

(9) _t!Treatment _works" means any dev I ces and systems used I n the storage, treatment, 

recycling, and reclamation of municipal sewage or I ndustr;a I waste of a liquid nature or 

necessary to recycle or reuse water at the most econor,lca' cost over the estImated life of the 

work, Including Intercepting sewers, outfall sewers, sewa;e collection systems, cooling towers 
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and ponds, pumping, power and other equipment, and their appurtenances; extensions, 

Improvements, remodel lng, additions, and alterations thereof; elements essential to provide a 

reliable recycled supply such as standby treatment units and clear well facilities; and any 

works, Including site acquisition of the land that wll I be an Integral part of the treatment 

process or Is used for ultimate disposal of residues resulting from such treatment. 

Additionally, "treatment work" means any other method or system for preventing, abating, 

reducing, storing, treating, separating or disposing of municipal waste, Including storm water 

runoff, or Industrial waste, Including waste In combined storm water and sanitary sewer systeMs. 

(IO) "Waters of the state" means those portions of Lake Michigan and Lake Superior within 

the boundaries of Wisconsin, all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, Impounding 

reservoirs, marshes, water courses, drainage systems and other surface or groundwater, natural 

or artificial, public or private within the state or under Its Jurisdiction, except those waters 

which are entirely confined and retained completely upon the property of a person. 

NR 200.03 APPLICABILITY AND EXCLUSIONS. (I) An application 'for a discharge pe~lt shal I be 

filed by any person who discharges or Intends to discharge any pollutant from a point source to 

the waters of the state unless the discharge Is excluded under sub. (3). Discharges for which 

applications are required Include, but are not limited to: 

(a) Direct discharge of any pollutant to any surface water; 

(b) Discharge of any pollutant Including cooling waters to any surface water through aMy 

storm sewer not discharging to a publicly owned treatment works; 

(c) Discharge of pollutants for the purpose of disposal, treatment, or containMent on lane 

areas Including land disposal systems such as, but not limited to, ridge and furrow, land 

spreading, spray irrigation, and absorption pond systems; 

(d) Discharge of pollutants to waters of the state from agriculture as specified In 

ch. NR 243; 

(2) Where the discharge of pollutants as set forth In pars. (a), (b), -(e), and (d) 1s by 

hauling the applications shall be filed by the persons responsible for the origin of the 

pollutants. 
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(3) 'The following discharges are exempt from the requirement of sub. (I): 

(a) Discharges to publicly owned treatment works; 

(b) Sewage discharged from vessels; 

(c) Discharges fr~ properly functioning marine engines; 

(d) Discharges of domestic sewage to disposal systems, such as to septic tanks and drain 

fields, defined as pluMbing In s. 145.01(1)(b), Stats., and subject to regulation thereunder; 

(e) The disposal of septic tank pumpage and other domestic waste to the extent that It is 

regulated by ch. NR 113; 

(f) The disposal of solid wastes, Including wet or semi-liquid wastes, at a site or 

operation licensed pursuant to ch. NR 180; 

(g) Discharges fron private alcohol fuel production systems as exempted In s. 147.017, 

Stats. ; 

(h) Discharges which have been Included under the provisions of a general permit to the 

extent that al I conditions of the general permit are met. 

NR 200.04 REPORTING OF EXISTING DISCHARGES; (I) Any person discharging pollutants Inte 

waters of the state, for which an application Is required under s. NR 200.03(1)(a) and (b), 

shal I have had a complete application on fl Ie with the department on or before January 17, 1974 

or at least 180 days prior to the date on which the person commenced the discharge. 

(2) Any person discharging pollutants Into waters of the state, for which a complete 

application Is required under s. NR 200.03(1)(c), shal I have had an application on fl Ie with the 

department on or before July I, 1974 or at least 180 days prior to the date on which the perso~ 

commenced the discharge. 

(3) Any person discharging pollutants Into waters of the state, for which an appllcatlon is 

required under s. NR 200.03(1)(d), shal I have a complete application on file with the deparnment 

no later than 90 days fo 11 ow I ng rece I pt--,,-f __ t_~~ap~ I I cat~()1'l. 

- 7 -



NR'200.05 REPORTING OF NEW DISCHARGES. Pursuant to s. 147.14, Stats.: 

(I) Any permittee discharging pollutants Into waters of the state shal I give notice to the 

department at least 180 days prior to any facility expansion, production Increase, or process 

modification which wll I result In a new or Increased discharge of one or more pollutants. 

(a) If the new or Increased discharge wi I I result In exceeding or violating any effluent 

limitation of the existing permit for the discharge, the permittee shal I file a new application 

with the department pursuant to s. 147.025, Stats., for the purpose of obtaining either a 

modification of the existing permit or the Issuance of a new permit. 

(b) If the new or Increased discharge wi I I not result In exceeding or violating any effluent 

limitations of the permit, the permittee shal I give notice In the form of a letter addressed to 

the Department of Natural Resources, WPDES Permit Section, Box 7921, ~ladlson, Wisconsin 53707, 

and to the appropriate district office. The letter shal I refer to the number and expiration 

date of the existing permit, describe the proposed expansion, production Increase, or process 

modification, and Include a statement that no effluent limitation of the permit will be exceeded 

or violated. The letter of notification shall be signed In accordance with s. NR 200.07(4). 

(2) Any permittee who has ceased to discharge and who Intends to rec~mence a discharge, for 

which an application Is required under s. NR 200.03, whether under the former or new ownership 

or management, shal I file a complete application with the department no later than 180 days 

prior to the date on which the permittee Intends to recommence discharge. 

(3) Any person who Intends to commence a new discharge, for which an application Is required 

under s. NR 200.03, shal I file a complete application with the department no later than 180 days 

prior to the date on which the person Intends to commence discharging. 

(4) Any person discharging, or Intending to commence discharging, Into a publicly owned 

treatment works who Is or will become subject to the discharge reporting requirements of 

s. 147.025(4), Stats., shall give notice of the fol lowing, to the department and the owner or 

operator of the treatme~two!"~_s, __ ~!;lng t-"'_~Jorm prescrlbe_cL~~h. NR 202, at Jeast_L~O_days ____ _ 

prior to: 
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(a)' Any Introduction of pollutants Into the treatment works from any new source, or 

(b) Any Introduction of types or volumes of pollutants Into the treatment works which were 

not described In the report submitted under s. 147.025(4), Stats. 

(5) The owner or operator of a publicly owned treatment works receiving a notice under 

sub. (4) Is subject to sub. (I) and shal I also Include In the notice Information on the quall+y 

and quantity of effluent to be Introduced Into the treatment works, and any anticipated IMpac+ 

of the pollutants on the quantity and quality of effluent to be discharged from the treatMent 

works. 

NR 200.06 APPliCATION FOO REISSUANCE. (I) Pursuant to s. 147.03(3), Stats., a permittee _ho 

wishes to continue to discharge after the expiration of the permit shal I file an application 

with the department for relssuance of the permit at least 180 days prior to Its expiration, 

unless permission for a later date has been granted by the department. 

(2) The application for relssuance of a permit shal I be submitted on forms suppl led by the 

department and shal I be signed In accordance with s. NR 200.07(4). 

(3) Data or Information suppl led In or with the application for relssuance and additional 

data or Information which may be requested In accordance with s. NR 200.09, will be used as set 

forth In s. NR 200.08. 

NR 200.07 APPliCAtiON FORMS. (I) Application for a discharge permit shal I be on forms 

suppl led by the department. Different application forms are used to provide Information from 

different types of sources of discharge. The department may prescribe forms prepared by the 

environmental protection agency for use when appropriate or may modify such forms as necessary. 

(2) Application forms may be obtained from the district offices of the department or the 

Department of Natural Resources, WPDES Permit Section, Box 7921, Madison, Wisconsin 53707. 

. ___ --.<})_~pllcatlon __ L~rns shaLLbe_f lied wIth the Department otliaj"ural Resoucces., wPl)E.~J)~_nnl~L 

SectIon, Box 7921, Madison, Wisconsin, 53707, or appropriate district office. 

(4) The application form shal I be signed as fol lows: 
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(a>' In the case of a corporation, by a principal executive officer of at least the level of 

vice-president, or by his or her authorized representative responsible for the overall operation 

of the point source for which a permit Is sought, 

(b) I n the case of a partnersh I p, by a genera I partner, 

(c) In the case of a sole proprietorship, by the proprietor, or 

(d) In the case of a publicly owned treat~nt works by a principal executive officer, 

ranking elected official, or other duly authorlzeC employe. 

NR 200.0S USE OF INFOR~1ATION. (I) Data submitted in the applications shall be used as a 

basis for Issuing discharge permits. The depart~nt may request additional Information relating 

to the discharges from the applicant's facility. Such additional. Information shall be submitted 

In accordance with s. NR 200.09. 

(2) All Information contained In an application other than that specified as confidential 

shall be available to the public for Inspection and copying. All confidential Information, so 

Identified, shall be set forth In separate documef1ts. Effluent data may not be deemed 

confidential Informatlon~ Confidential trea-r.ent will be considered only for that Information 

Identified as such In documents separate from nonconfloentlal Information which meets the 

requirements of s. 147.0S(2)(c), Stats., and for >thlch written application for confidentiality 

has been made pursuant to s. NR 2.19. 

NR 200.09 INCOfI1PLETE APPLICATION. The depar-n-ent ray require an applicant to submit data 

necessary to complete any deficient application, ray require any additional data other than that 

requested In the application or may require the ~~pllcant to submit a complete new application 

where the deficiencies are extensive or the approorlate form has not been used. Within 60 days 

of the date of receipt of a request from the depa~ment for additional data, the applicant shall 

submit the data. A permlt appl Icatlonwlll not ~. considered c()fllflJete uni'-L1he requlrements_91_ 
- - - ----~------ --- ----

~. 23.11, STats., and s. NR 150.04, are met. -
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NR 200.10 TIME PERIODS FOR ACTION ON PERMIT APPLICATIONS AND MODIFICATION REQUESTS. 

(I) Within 100 business days of receipt of a complete permit application or request for 

modification of an existing permit the department shall publ Ish a class I notice under ch. 985, 

Stats., Indicating Its Intended action. 

(2) Where a complete relssuance application has been received at least 180 calendar days 

prior to the permit expiration date, the department shal I, at least 25 business days prior to 

the expiration date, publish a class I notice under ch. 985, Stats., Indicating Its Intended 

action. Where a complete relssuance application Is not received at least 180 calendar days 

prior to the permit expiration date, the time deadline In sub. (I) shal I apply. 

(3) The department's final decision on a permit application or request for modification 

shal I be made within 50 business days after completion of the hearing process under s. 147.13, 

Stats., and consideration of the environmental Impact of the project as required by s. 1.1 I, 

Stats. 

(4) The time dead I Ines In subs. (I) to (3) are not applicable to permit applications or 

modification requests submitted to the department by a municipality. 

NOTE: One hundred business days Is approximately 140 calendar days; 50 business days is 

approximately 70 calendar days; 25 business days Is approximately 30 calendar days. 

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources 

Board on January 23, 1985 

The rules contained herein shal I take effect as provided In s. 227.026(1)(lntro.), Stats. 

Dated at ~1adlson, WI sconsln V1Aaf) dt ......... us:) {q ~ 

STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

(SEAl) 

3321U 
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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

March 19, 1985 

Mr. Orlan L. Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
411 West 
CAP ITO L 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

Carroll D. 8esadny 
Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1020 

RECEIVED 

MAR 22 1985 
Revisor of Statutes 

Bureau 

Enclosed are two copies, including one certified copy, of State of Wisconsin 
Natural Resources Board Order No. WQ-58-84. These rules were reviewed by the 
Assembly Committee on Environmental Resources and the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Environmental Resources pursuant to s. 227.018, Stats. Summaries 
of the final regulatory flexibility analysis and comments of the legislative 
review committees is also enclosed. 

You will note that this order takes effect following publication. Kindly 
publish it in the Administrative Code accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

c.¥2a~""y~ ",-",-
Secretary 

Enc. 

6555H 


