
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
) SS. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, ) 
TRADE & CONSUMER PROTECTION ) 

RIECEIVED 

A~Rfl ? 1986 
b ~/. /t>~ nSV/sor Of S·' . J 

8 atutas 
ureau 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, nREETINGS: 

I, Don E. Konsoer, Aeting Adrninistrator, Food Division, 

State of Wiseonsin Departrnent of Agrieulture, Trade and Consurner 

Protection, and eustodian of the offieial reeords of said 

D1vision, do hereby eertify that the annexed order arnending 

rules relating to the ernergeney slaughter and proeess1ng of 

aee1dentally 1njured anirnals on a eustom basis and the 

def1nition of diseased animal, seetions Ag 47.02(23) and 

Ag 47.09(5), Wis. Adm. Code, was duly approved and adopted by 

the Department on April 17, 1986. 

I further eertify that said eopy has been eompared by me 

with the original on file in the Department and that the same is 

a true eopy thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed the offieial seal of 
the Department at the Department offiees 
in the city of Madison, this 17th day of 
April, 1986. 

Don E. Konsoer, Aeting Administrator 
Food Division 
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ORDER 

OF THE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

ADOPTING RULES 

7 To create ss. Ag 47.02(23) and Ag 47.09(5), Wis. Adm. Code, 

8 relating to the eme rgency slaughter and processing of aeeidentally 

9 injured animals on a custom basis and the definition of diseased 

10 animal. 

Analys is Prepared by the Department of Agri~1}.lture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection . "-

These rules ereate proeedures for the emergency slaughter and 
processing of aecidentally injured animals on a eustom basis, 
where the meat from such antmals is intended for private eonsump
tion and not for sale. The rules also redefine the term "diseased 
animal." 

Under current law, all meat that is intended for sale must be 
inspected before and after slaughter to determine whether the meat 
is fit for human consumption, s. 97.42, Wis. Stats. Current law 
allows healthy animals to be slaughtered wi thout inspeetion, so 
long as the me at is intended for priva te e onsumption and n ot for 
sale, s. 97.42(3)(d), Wis. Stats. Current law forbids the sale or 
use for human consumption of meat from diseased animals, s. 97.43, 
Wis. Stats. The term "diseased animal" is not defined by statute 
or by administrative rule. However, the 'fliseonsin" Supreme Court 
has provided a judicial interpretation of the ter-m. Aecording to 
the court, "diseased animal" means a sick, iIl, or unhealthy 
animal, ananimal suffering from any departure from health. 
State v. Ehlenfeldt, 911 l1is. 2d 3L17, 356-57 (1980). Current law 
also requires that all accidentally injured animals be submitted 
for inspection before and after slaughter by either a department 
meat inspeetor or a private veterinarian, s. Ag l\7.16(6) and (8), 
Wis. Adm. Code. 

'llhe rules redefine the term "diseased animal" to mean 8. sick, 
iIl, or unhealthy animal, but would exelude otherwise healthy 
animals with accidental injuries such as fractures, cuts, and 
bruises. This will allow healthy animals with aeeidental injuries 
to be slaughtered without inspection, if the meat; is intended for 
pr'ivate consumption and not for sale, without violating s. 97.43, 
Wis. Stats. 
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The rules expressly provide that healthy animals with 
accidental injuries such as fractures, cuts, and bruises, may be 
slaughteredwithout inspection if the animal is slaughtered within 
24 hours of injury and the meat is intended for private . 
consumption and not for sale. To ensure that this procedure is 
not abused, the rules require that all such animals be accompanied 
by a signed certificate providing the name and address of the 
owner of the animal, informatian describing the injury, and 
information describing all of the drugs administered to the animal 
within 30 days. The rules also require meat processors to provide 
the owners of the meat from such animals with a written statement 
of the weight of the carcass before and after processing, and to 
abtain a receipt from the owner of the meat when it is delivered 
after processing. 

The rules also require that healthy animals with accidental 
injuries may be slaughtered wi thout inspection even when the 
animal is slaughtered more than 24 hours after injury if the meat 
is intended for pr1vate consumpt10n and not for sale and the meat 
is not subsequently processed in a state licensed meat plant. The 
meat from such an animal may be processed in a state liceneed meat 
plant only if the animal was inepected before and after slaughter 
by a private veterinarian and the private veterinarian provides 
the department with written certification that the meat is 
wholesorne and free of disease. Such meat cannot be sold even 
though it was inspected by a private veterinarian. 

Sections Ag 47.02(23) and Ag 47.09(5), Wis. Adm. Code, were 
adopted by the department as an emergency rule and beearne 
effective upon publication in the official state nevrspaper on 
November 26, 1985. These rules rnake the emergency rule 
pe rmanent. 

----------~---

1 Pursuant to authority vested in the State of Wisconsin 

2 Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consume r Protee tion by 

3 ss. 93.07(1), and 97.42(4)(a), (i) and (j), His. stats., the 

4 department adopts rules interpreting ss. 97.42(3)(d) and 97.43, 

5 Wis. Stats., as follows: 

6 SECTION 1. Ag 47.02(23), Wis. Adm. Code, ls created to 

7 read: 

8 Ag 47.02(23) "Diseased animal" means an an1rnal which has 

9 becorne sick, ill, or unhealthy in response to environmental 

10 factors, specific infective agents, inherent defects, or 
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1 combinations of these factors, and does not mean an otherwise 

2 heaIthy animal with accidental injuries, such as fraetures, cuts, 

3 and bruises. 

4 SECTION 2. Ag 47.09(5), Wis. Adm. Code, is ereated to read: 

5 Ag 47.09(5) EMERGENCY SLAUGHTER. (a) Aecidentally injured 

6 animals withfraetures, cuts, or bruises, but whieh are otherwise 

7 heaIthy, may be slaughtered on an eme rgency basis if slaughtered 

8 within 24 hours after the injury was incurred. No antemortem or 

9 postmortem inspeetion shall be required for the emergeney 

10 slaughter of such aeeidentally injured animals if done on a custom 

Il basis and the meat is not intended for sale. 

12 (b) All animals submitted for emergeney slaughter on a 

13 eustom basis shall be aeeompanied by a eertificate signed by the 

14 ovmer or custodian of the animal at the time of injury provid:lng 

15 the following information: 

16 

17 

18 

19 

1. Name and address of the ovmer or eustodian. 

2. Type of injury. 

3. Time and date the injury was ineurred. 

4. All drugs administered to the animal within 30 days prior 

20 to its submission for emergeney slaughter. 

21 5. The last date drugs wepe administered to the animal. 

22 (e) Establishments shall furnish the owners of uninspected 

23 emergeney slaughtered animaIs with a signed, written statement of 

24 the aetual gross weight of the eareas~ prior to proeessing and the 

25 aetual net weight of the meat after proeessing. The owners of 

26 such meat shall sign a reeeipt, and establishments shall maintain 

27 these reeeipts for inspeetion and review by the department. 
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1 Cd) Animals with accidental injuries sustained more than 24 

2 hours before submission for slaughter, whose meat is intended for 

3 private consumption by the animal's owner, the owner's household 

4 and nonpaying guests and employees, and not for sale, shall be 

5 slaughtered in establishments where meat inspection is maintained 

6 under s. 97.42 or the federal meat inspection act, or where the 

7 animal is kept. Meat from such animals may be received and 

8 processed, on a custom basis and not for sale, in establishments 

9 only if: 

10 1. A licensed practicing veterinarian performs both 

Il antemortem and postmortem inspeetions on the animal; 

12 2. The veterinarian certifies, in writing, that the meat 

13 from such animal is whole some and free of disease; 

14 3. The veterinarian furnishes the department with such 

15 certification. 

16 SECTION 3. The rules contained in this order shall take 

17 effeet on the first day of the month following publication in the 

18 Wisconsin administrative register, as provided in s. 227.026(1), 

19 Wis. stats. 

20 Dated this 17th day of Apri1, 1986. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE, 
TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Don E. Kons-oer 
26 Acting Administrator, Food Division 

CMK/~16/21/D5 
27 3/17/86 


