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A B c 
Species Green Bay Lake Michigan Lake Superior 

(a) Lake trout No open season No open season December 1 to 
September 30, 
subject to ss. NR 
25.06(l)(a) and 
25.07(1)(a) 

(b) Siscowet No open season No open season At all times in wa-
ters greater than 
55 fathoms in 
depth 

(c) Whitefish December 1 to Oc- December 1 to Oc- December 1 to 
tober 25 tober 25 September 30. 

(d) Chubs No open season March 15 to De- At all times 
cember 31, subject 
toss. NR 
25.06(2)(a), 
25.07(2)(a) and 
25.09 

(e) Yellow perch July 1 to April 9 June 11 to April 9 No open season 
except 
1. Commencing 
May 20, 1984, gill 
nets may be used 
from May 20 to 
April 9; 
2. From January 1 
to April 9 only 
commercial ice 
fishing is legal; 
3. All to be subject 
toss. NR 
25.06(2)(b) and 
25.07(2)(b) 

(f) Northern pike ·May 20 to March No open season No open season 
9 

(g) Alewives, bullheads, bur- At all times At all times At all times 
bot, catfish, gizzard shad, 
suckers, menominees, 
smelt, white bass 

(gm) Carp No open season No open season At all times 
except by permit except by permit 
issued under s. issued under s. 
29.625, Stats. 29.625, Stats. 

(h) Lake herring No open season No open season At all times 
(i) Walleye, sauger No open season No open season No open season 
(j) Others No open season No open season No open season 

(2) SIZE LIMITS. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this chap­
ter, no fish of a length or size less than that specified for each variety of 
any of the following varieties may be possessed or under control. The 
measurement of the length of a fish within the meaning of this chapter 
shall be taken in a straight line in a natural position without manipula­
tion from the tip of the snout to the end of the fully extended tail fin. The 
measurement of length shall apply without allowance made for the 
shrinkage of the fish. 

Register, February, 1986, No. 362 

} l' 



292 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
NR 25 

A B c 
Species Green Bay Lake Michigan Lake Superior 

(a) Lake trout 17 inches 
(b) Siscowet No size limit 
(c) Whitefish 17 inches 17 inches 17 inches 
(d) Yellow perch 8 inches in north- 8 inches 

ern Green Bay, 7Y.i 
inches in southern 

Green Bay 
(e) Walleye 18 inches 
(f) Northern pike 20 inches 20 inches 
(g) Catfish 16 inches 16 inches 
(h) Others No size limit No size limit No size limit 

(3) POSSESSION LIMITS. Except as otherwise provided, no person may 
possess species of fish for which there is no open season. The possession 
limit for species of fish for which an open season is provided and a quota 
has been established shall be the individual quota established by com­
mercial fishing boards for the person possessing such fish. 

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff.10-1-76; emerg. am. (l)(d) and er. (3), 
eff. 5-16-79; am. Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff. 11-1-79; am. (1) (d), Register, May, 
1981, No. 305, eff. 7-1-81; emerg., am. (2) (b), eff. 7-1-81; am. (2) (b), Register, August, 1981, 
No. 308, eff. 9-1-81; emerg. am. (1) (i), eff. 5-20-82; am. (1) (d) and (i), (2) (e), Register, Octo­
ber, 1982, No. 322, eff. 11-1-82; am. (1) and (2), Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83; 
emerg. am. (1) (g) and er. (1) (gm), eff. 6-20-84; am. (1) (d), Register, January, 1985, No. 349, 
eff. 2-1-85; am. (1) (g) and er. (1) (gm), Register, March 1985, No. 351, eff. 4-1-85; am. (1) (d), 
Register, July, 1985, No. 355, eff. 8-1-85; am. (1) (d), Register, February, 1986, No. 362, eff. 3-
1-86. 

NR 25.06 Quotas and catch fees. (1) LAKE SUPERIOR. (a) Lake trout. 
The total allowable annual harvest of lake trout by commercial methods 
during the open season in Wisconsin waters of Lake Superior shall be 
determined by the natural resources board based upon recommendations 
from the department, the U.S. fish and wildlife service and the Great 
Lakes fishery commission. 

1. The total allowable commercial harvest for any license year may not 
exceed 180,000 pounds of lake trout. 

2. That quantity of lake trout to be harvested by non-Indian licensed 
commercial fishers from the waters of Lake Superior may not exceed 
80,000 pounds annually. 

3. Eligible members of the Red Cliff and Bad River bands of Lake Su­
perior Chippewas as determined by the respective tribal councils may 
harvest under permits issued by their respective tribal councils 100,000 
pounds of lake trout from Wisconsin waters of Lake Superior annually. 
Copies of the permits will be provided to the department at the time of 
issue. 

4. All lake trout and siscowet shall be tagged in accordance with sub. 
(3). 

(b) Harvest of fish from Lake Superior for home use by Lake Superior 
Chippewas. Members of the Bad River and Red Cliff bands of Lake Supe­
rior Chippewas may harvest species of fish for which there is an open 
season during said season, under home use permits issued by their respec­
tive tribal councils. 

1. Home use permits will be issued to the heads of households only, and 
only one permit will be issued to an individual. 
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2 Permittees are restricted to the use of no more than 350 feet of gill 
net 'and sale of fish pursuant to these permits is prohibited. These fishing 
activities shall be restricted to waters adjacent to the reservations of the 
Bad River and Red Cliff bands. 

(2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY. (a) Chubs. The total allowable 
annual commercial harvest of chubs in Wisconsin waters of Lake Michi­
gan shall be determined by the natural resources board based on recom­
mendations from the department. 

1. The total allowable commercial harvest for any license year may not 
exceed 3,000,000 pounds, not including incidental catches allowed else­
where in this chapter. 

2: No more than 350,000 pounds of the total allowable commercial 
harvest for any license year may be taken in the northern chub fishing 
zone. 

3. No more than 2,550,000 pounds of the total allowable commercial 
harvest for any license year may be taken in the southern chub fishing 
zone. 

4. The department reserves 100,000 pounds of the total allowable an­
nual commercial harvest of chubs to be used for special assessment. 

(b) Yellow perch. The total allowable annual commercial harvest of 
yellow perch in Wisconsin waters of Green Bay shall be determined by 
the natural resources board based on recommendations from the depart­
ment. 

1. The total allowable commercial harvest in Green Bay for any license 
year may not exceed 350,000 pounds. 

(3) TAGGING OF FISH. All fish species or subspecies required to be 
tagged in accordance with this section shall be tagged with tags fur­
nished or authorized by the department before being brought to any 
dock or shore when fishing in open water and before being transported 
when fishing with nets under ice. Such fish shall be individually tagged. 

(b) Untagged fish may not be left unattended. 

(c) Untagged fish may not be transferred between watercraft. 

(d) Tags shall be locked and remain attached to fish until prepared for 
final consumption. Tags shall remain with smoked or filleted fish until 
sold to final consumers. Commercial fishers of the outlying waters or li­
censed wholesale fish dealers shall not be considered final consumers and 
must be in possession of tags for smoked and filleted fish. 

(e) Tags provided or authorized by the department for tagging fish 
may not be transferred. 

(f) No person may possess or use tags furnished or authorized by the 
department for tagging fish which have been modified or tampered with. 

(4) ALLOCATION. The harvest quotas established shall be allocated to 
individual commercial fishing licensees in accordance with s. NR 25.07. 

(5) CATCH FEES. Catch fees to be charged for commercial harvest of 
fish species whose populations are sustained or supplemented through 
stocking shall be determined and assessed as follows: 
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(a) The department shall determine catch fees annually for each fish 
species population subject to this subsection and shall provide this infor­
mation upon request by February 15 of each year. 

(b) The catch fee for a given fish species population shall be equivalent 
to the department's direct cost in providing those fish for commercial 
harvest. 

( c) Catch fees shall be charged on a per fish harvested basis. 

(d) Catch fees shall be collected through the sale of fish tags furnished 
or authorized by the department in accordance with sub. (3) at offices 
indicated on the quota applications provided under s. NR 25.07 (3). The 
total number of tags that may be purchased by an individual licensee 
shall be equivalent to that licensee's individual catch quota as deter­
mined in accordance with s. NR 25.07. 

(e) Unused fish tags purchased in accordance with par. (d) shall be 
returned by the licensee to the department at the office where purchased 
within 15 days of the end of the open season for that fish species popula­
tion. The department shall return the catch fees paid by that licensee for 
those unused fish tags. 

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff. 10-1-76; emerg. am., eff. 5-16-79; am. 
Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff. 11-1-79; am. (2) (a), Register, May, 1981, No. 305, eff. 
7-1-81; emerg. am. (1) (b) to (d) and (f), r. (1) (e), eff. 7-1-81; am. (1) (b) to (d) and (f), r. (1) 
(e), Register, August, 1981, No. 308, eff. 9-1-81; emerg. am. (2) (a), eff. 7-1-82; am. (2) (a), 
Register, September, 1982, No. 321, eff. 10-1-82; am. Register, October, 1982, No. 322, eff.11-
1-82; am. (2) (a) and er. (2) (b), Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83; am. (2) (a) 1. and 
(3) (f), renum. (2) (a) 3. to be (2) (a) 4., er. (2) (a) 3., Register, June, 1983, No. 330, eff. 7-1-83; 
am. (2) (b) 1., Register, June, 1984, No. 342, eff. 7-1-84; am. (2) (a) 1. to 3., Register, July, 
1984, No. 343, eff. 8-1-84; reprinted to correct error in (2) (a) 2., Register, August, 1984, No. 
344. 

NR 25.07 Individual licensee catch quotas. (1) LAKE SUPERIOR. The al­
lotment of harvest quotas as established in s. NR 25.06 ( 1) to individual 
licensed commercial fishers on Lake Superior shall be by the Lake Supe­
rior commercial fishing board upon application in accordance with sub. 
(3), and as follows: 

(a) Lake trout. 1. Each licensed commercial fisher shall receive an equal 
share of the annual lake trout harvest quota established under s. NR 
25.06 (1) (a) 2. 

2. Allocation of the lake trout quota to individual licensees shall be by 
issuance of appropriate tags by the department. The number of tags is­
sued to each individual licensee shall be based on the average dressed 
weight of individual lake trout commercially harvested during the previ­
ous year. 

(2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY. The allotment of harvest quotas 
as established ins. NR 25.06 (2) to individual licensed commercial fishers 
on Lake Michigan and Green Bay shall be by the Lake Michigan com­
mercial fishing board upon application in accordance with sub. (3), as 
follows: 

(a) Chubs.1. Chub fishing permits and individual licensee catch quotas 
shall be issued to all applicants meeting the following criteria: 

a. Presently licensed commercial fishers; 
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