
CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
s.s. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

" .' 

TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Lowell B. Jackson, Secretary of the Wisconsin Department 

of Transportation and custodian of the official records of the 

Department, do hereby certify that the rule relating to erection 

and maintenance of specific information signs within the limits of 

public highways, was duly approved and adopted by this Department 

on June /3 , 1986. 

I further certify that this copy has been compared by me with 

the original on file in this Departmen"t and that the same is a 

true copy thereof, and of the whole of such origina1. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the official seal of the 
Department of Transportation in 
the Cit; . Qj Madison, Wisconsin, 

is 5·)f~ d ay' of June, 1986. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE AMENDMENT 
OF CH. TRANS 200, WISCONSIN 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, RELATING 
ERECTION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION AND 
BUSINESS SIGNS WITHIN THE 
LIMITS OF PUBLIC HIGHWAYS 

ORDER 
ADOPTING, AMENDING 

OR REPEALING 
RULES 

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 86~2l 

To repeal Trans 200.015(2)(0), 200.06(1)(a) and (b), and 

200.06(3) (d); to amend Trans 200.06(1) (intro.), (1) (e), (h), (k) 

and (q), 200.06(3)(e) and (f), 200.06(5)(a) and (b), 200.06(6) 

(e)2., 200.07(a)4., and Form Trans 200.06; to repeal and recreate 

Trans 200.06(3)(g), and to create Trans 200.015(im), and 200.06 

(1) (x), re lating to erection and maintenance of speci fic infor~ 

mation and business signs within the limits of public highways. 

Analysis Prepared by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

General Summary of Rule. 1985 Wisconsin Act 29, SECTIONS 
1603e to 1603m, changed sec. 86.195, Stats., effective July 20, 
1985, in various ways to remove previous statutory impediments and 
restrictions to the erection and maintenance of specific infor­
mation and business signs wi thin the limi ts of certain public 
highways to advise motorists of the availabili ty of gas, food, 
lodging and camping facilities. No signs were erected under the 
law before it was amended because only 2 business signs could be 
permitted statewide, and the cost was, therefore, prohibitive. 

This proposed rule is designed solely to bring the language 
of the existing rule into conformi ty with the statute which was 
changed since the adoption of the rule on February 29, 1984. It 
is adopted under the procedure of s. 227.02(1) (b), Stats. 

The statute makes the following changes: 

1. Extends eligibility for the signs from solely the 
federal~aid primary system to include that part of the federal~aid 
secondary highway system under the Department of Transportation's 
(DOT' s) jurisdiction. The miles of highway eligibili ty, there~ 
fore, expand from 8,892.26 miles of federal-aid primary and 577.83 
miles of interstate highway to include 2,224.45 miles of federal~ 
aid secondary highway under DOT's jurisdiction. 
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2. Allows the signs to be ereeted and maintained within any 
city or village, exeept in Milwaukee County, if the signs eomply 
with rules of the DOT. 

eligibili ty for the signs to inelude motorist 
within the limits of zoned eommereial or 

These motorist serviees were previously 
were loeated within zoned eommereial or 

3. Extends 
serviees loeated 
industrial areas. 
ineligible if they 
industrial areas. 

4. Allows the signs to be installed on the same 
whieh an outdoor advertising sign (billboard) for 
business is loeated, if the outdoor advertising sign is 
more from the new, on-highway sign. 

highway on 
the same 

3 miles or 

5. Requires the requesting business to furnish and pay for 
the requested business sign that meets the DOT's speeifieations. 
It, therefore, also eliminates that portion of the annual fee 
to be eharged by DOT previously for the manufaeture of the 
business sign. 

6. Eliminates the previous statutory requirement that 
installation and maintenanee contraets by DOT with sign companies 
be for a period of no less than 5 years. Contraets may now be for 
any reasonable period, less or greater than 5 years. 

This rule ehanges the existing rule, ch. Trans 200, Wis. 
Admin. Code, to conform with the above statutory changes. 

Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. The rule will not 
have an eeonomie impaet on a substantial number of small busi­
nesses. The on-highway advertising allowed should benefi tall 
business advertising. 

Fiseal Estimate Summary. This rule has no fiseal effeet 
independent of the fiseal effeet of the ehanges in s. 86.195, 
Stats., by 1985 Wiseonsin Act 29. A fiseal estimate is attached. 
Annual eosts are to be fully offset by annual fees. The annual 
workload antieipated may deerease depending on stabili ty of the 
program after the initial workload of the first two to four years. 

This analysis was prepared by James S. Thiel, General 
Counsel, Wiseonsin Department of Transportation, 103B Hill Farms 
State Transportation Building, P.O. Box 7910, Madison, Wiseonsin 
53707, 608/266-8810. 

TEXT OF RULE 

Pursuant to authority vested in the department of transpor-

tation by ss. 86.19(2) and 86.195, Stats., the department of 
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of transportation hereby proposes to repeal, amend and adopt rules 

interpreting s. 86.195, Stats., as affected by 1985 Wisconsin Act 

29, as follows: 

SECTION 1. Trans 200.015(2) (im) is created to read: 

Trans 200.015 (2) (im) "Federal-aid secondary highway" means a 

highway designated by the department and approved by the secretary 

of the United States department of transportation under s. 

84.01(15) and 23 U.S.C. s. 103(c) that is under the jurisdiction 

of the department. 

SECTION 2. Trans 200.015(2) (0) is repealed. 

SECTION 3. Trans 200.06 (1) (intro.) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06(1) (intro.) The department may authorize the 

erection and maintenance of business signs on specific information 

signs within a federal-aid primary or secondary highway subject to 

the following restrictions: 

SECTION 4. Trans 200.06(1) (a) and (b) are repealed. 

SECTION 5. Trans 200.06(1) (e) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06 (1) (e) No business sign may be erected or 

maintained for any business advertising on the same highway on a 

sign authorized or permitted under s. 84.30, Stats., which is 3 

miles or less in either direction from the specific information 

sign on which the installation of the business sign is requested. 

SECTION 6. Trans 200.06(1) (h) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06(1) (h) No business sign may be erected or 

maintained on a freeway for a business that is reached by any 

other freeway. No business sign may be erected or maintained on 

an expressway for a business that is reached by any other 
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expressway or by any freeway. No business sign may be erected or 

maintained on a conventional highway for a business that is 

reached by any other conventional federal-aid primary or 

secondary highway or by any expressway or freeway. 

SECTION 7. Trans 200.06(1) (k) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06(1) (k) When there are more business signs 

requested than the number that may be permi tted, the businesses 

that are nearest the through federal-aid primary or secondary 

highway shall have priori ty. At double exi t interchanges, the 

distance shall be measured separately for each pair of double 

exits, and the shorter distance shall determine priority. 

SECTION 8. Trans 200.06(1) (q) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06(1) (q) No business sign may be erected or 

maintained 6R-ü-~~1~i~~~~ry-ft~~ftway by any applicant for 

the sign. 

SECTION 9. Trans 200.06(1) (x) is created to read: 

Trans 200.06(1) (x) No specific information sign may be 

erected within any county having a population over 500,000. 

SECTION 10. Trans 200.06(3) (d) is repealed. 

SECTION 11. Trans 200.06(3) (e) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06(3) (e) Each applicant shall state on its 

application that it shall furnish the department's contractor the 

brand, symbol or trademark or business sign meeting the 

department's specifications for the business sign. As--ü~ 

a±~e~Ra~~ve-~6-f6~e~6~R~-~fie-a~~±~eaR~-fflay-s~Bffl~~-a-e~aW~R~-6f-~~S 

Raffle-w~tfi-~~~-~~~~~~~~~~y-~~e-~6-e6R~~ae~ 

f6~-~fie-fflaR~fae~~~e-aRe-e~ee~~6R-ef-~fie-B~s~Ress-s~~R. 
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SECTION 12. Trans 200.06(3) (f) is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06 (3) (f) If an applieation is approved and a 

permit issued, an annual permit renewal fee shall be required for 

administrative eosts and routine inspeetion. Annual renewal of 

the permit shall be subjeet to review and approval or denial by 

the department. If there are more business signs requested than 

the number that may be permitted, the permit shall be denied or 

not renewed in favor of any eligible applieant providing a 

motorist service that is nearer the through federal-aid primary or 

seeondary highway. 

SECTION 13. Trans 200.06(3) (g) is repealed and reereated to 

read: 

Trans 200.06(3) (g) Applieations for permits may be submitted 

to the department within periods announeed and publieized by the 

department. Applieations reeeived during announeed periods may be 

considered project groups. 

SECTION 14. Trans 200.06(5) (a) and (b) are amended to read: 

Trans 200.06 (5) (a) The department shall prepare plans and 

speeifieations for the manufaeture, ereetion and maintenanee of 

signs. The department' s speeifieations shall require all sign 

panel support s to be of a breakaway design. The department may 

eleet to undertake the manufaeture and ereetion of signs by 

ereetion eontraet or by maintenanee eontraet. The department may 

also eleet to undertake the manufaeture of speeifie information 

signs by separate eontraet from the maintenanee or ereetion 

eontraetsL and eontraets may be of any statewide, regional, 

distriet or loeal seope deemed reasonable and eost effeetive by 
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the department. All ereetion and maintenanee work shall be done 

under eontraets administered by the department. No work may be 

done by any applieant. The applieant ffiay shall furnish the 

department's eontraetor the applieant's brand, symbol, trademark 

or name, or eombination of these, or the business sign meeting 

the department's specifieations as the business signe All 

materials furnished as business signs by an applieant or by the 

department' s eontraetor shall beeome and remain the property of 

the department one e ereeted within any public highway. 

Trans 200.06(5) (b) ~fte-~~-~fta~~-~~~uek--~~-8~~fi 

ffia~fteeftaftee-~~-~~~~-e~-~-yeaF~. Sign maintenanee eontraets 

shall inelude provisions for installation of additional business 

signs on existing speeifie information signs; replaeement of 

damaged, defeetive or obsolete signs; removal of signs; and 

eovering and uneovering or removing and replaeing signs for 

seasonal serviees. 

SECTION 15. Trans 200.06(6) (e)2. is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06 (6) (e) 2. 'Business signs.' Business signs shall 

have a blue baekground with a white legend and border. Business 

signs shall be refleetorized. The prineipal legend shall be at 

least equal in height to the direetional legend on the speeifie 

information sign. If a business brand, symbol or trademark is 

used alone for a business sign, the border may be omi tted. ~fte 

Business signs, ineluding the brand, symbol or trademark or name, 

or eombination of these, meeting the department's speeifieations, 

may shall be provided to the department's eontraetor by the 

business. The brand, symbol or trademark or name, or eombination 
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of these, and any required legend shal1 not exceed the standard 

business sign size and any integral legend shal1 be in 

proportionate size. Businesses that provide diesel fue1 as weIl 

as "GAS" service s are encouraged to provide "DIESEL" as an 

integral legend on their business signe The vertical and 

horizontal spacing between business signs on specific information 

signs shall not exceed 8 inches and 12 inches, respectively. (See 

Figure Trans 200.06-4.) 

SECTION 16. Trans 200.06 (7) (a) 4. is amended to read: 

Trans 200.06(7)(a)4. 'Exit ramp signs.' At single-exit 

interchanges where motorist service facili ties are not visible 

from a ramp terminal, ramp signs shall be installed along the ramp 

or at the ramp terminal. These signs shall be provided by the 

business and shall correspond to the specific information signs 

along the main roadway but shall be reduced in size. Business 

signs for visible facilities may be omitted. The exit ramp signs 

shall include the distance to motorist service installations 

exceeding 3 miles and directional arrows in lieu of words. The 

minimum letter height shall be 4 inches except that any legend on 

a symbol shall be proportional to the size of the symbol. 

SECTION 17. Form Trans 200.06 is amended to read as shown on 

the following page. 



APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 
'Sign Ereetion Withln Public Hlghway 
s.86. '9S Wis Sat5.; Ch. Trans 200 Wis. Admin. Code 
EM?6~ 286 

tNSTRUCTIONS: 
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Mail To: 
CDill. Offie. 
C:ompl.tul 

1 Subrnlt .n origirul and two eopies of .pplleatlon with In of $40. 

C~eek Il Ramp S'lIn 

"PP"e.' ion No. 

2. Submlt a separate applocatlol"\ with separlte checlrJmoney order fOT each sign proposed. 
3. Fee wdi be relunoed only il appllcation is Tejeeted by W's Dept of Tr.nsportat,on. 

D 

Z,p Code 

DusineH Type 10' wh.eh S'9n .s ,equ •• 'ed (Cheek ONE) 

o GAS 0 FOOD 0 LODGING CJ CAMPING 

NOTE Il but,neu 'ntludu mere ther· onE ef IheH molO',st 
, •• v,ees. eseparIIle eppl'eellen musI be sUbm,"ed fo: tech 
metellS' ~e'vice for whiel'\ e slgn .$ duired. 

Pe,ied ef 6us,neH ~un"ien 

o Oper, All Year 
Month D.y 

o Seasonal Operalion: From: 

PROPOSED SIGN LOCATION 

MO"1th DMY 
To: E.ch Ve .. 

Gener.1 Leeellen. Nu. Highways , Tewn Ceunty 

I 
i t ef1.t (l1 r et110r, P' pfoPo$ed l'i" s'~e 

le;e' Lee.'lon Ouerl e. Seet ien Ne. 

I 
Seellon No. I Tewnshlp No. I Rengt No. 

I 
NO.lh i 

SIGN CONFUCTS 
Il. bus.ness is noi permitted signing withm the highw.y il it 15 currently using .nother type of sig'1lng Confltet.nQ Slgnlng !'NI, 
be removed. 

Does your business currently use the following types of signing ,'ong the ~.me highw.y '$ the proposed sign 
YESNO 

D D 1. Ar"I outdoor Mdvertrsing $Ign, under s.84.30 WIS Sllts. or Ch. Trans 201 WIS. Admin Code. whlch IS 3 miles o' 
less in t.the r direction from the speciflc mlormatlon 5.lgf'\ on whlch the Install,tlon of 'the bus'~S'!'Slgn i-s requesle:f.' 

o 
e D 

e D 

2. A gUldince sign under Ch. Trans 200 or Ch. H\, 10. WIS. Admin. Code
' 

3. If yes WIIS answered to eilher item 1 OT 2 above. do you .ssure thal thiS Slgnmg will be rerno~ed by vou' 
anangement .nd Mt your eosl before the ereetlon of .ny bUSiness sign permltted ilS II result 01 thiS IPpllCIII.onl 

4. Oo you Igree thell you will noI .lIow any future 'Igning described undel (1) er (2) above le be "Hted 0' 
mamllmed withln the d,slllnce state d .Iong the "me hlghw,y IS the pr oposed bUSiness 51gn In the event thiS perrr': 
.ppllcat,on is .pptoved? 

CERTIFICATlON 

I, the Mppltcant. cerldy thM\ the statements conl.med on thiS permit ilppllcatlen .re true .nd eorree\. t"": the b~Slness .de!'1: I >f.': 
IS condueted In conformity to all I.ws appltcable to nendiserlmlnatlon. and that d,SCrJmlrutlon IS not exe'clud ,n repi'D le "ilCe. 
Tellgior,. colo', sex. sexuMI orientatlon, national origln; that I h.ve read lind underSllnd the cond'tlons I"1d reslflet.o"1S state:: ,­
the WISCOr"lSIr'l Statules ,nd Wisconsm Admlnlstratlve Code stlled abOllt, .nd that I .ccept these eon:lltlons I ul"\oe'stJ"1d tt"~: 
thiS perrnit IS re\locMble, and tNlI It IS "50 sub)ect to annu.1 renew.1. I undersand that I must .pply fo' renev.'" eae". vea' .­
sUHICle!"1! time fo' my renew.1 applle.tlon to be reeeived by the above Transportation OH,ee belore the .nnUil· ''1''1lve'sa', o..:e 
of the erectlon 01 the bUSiness Slgn. 

x 
(T,IIt oI ,6.j)plrtent OI Autho,iud AgentI 

Sub)t'ct to presen! Ind continuing compll.nc! by the .ppltcanl with ,II reqUlrements of •. 86195. W.seons.1"I StJtutes rid 
Chapter TrSl'lS 200. Wisconsm Admln,slratlve Code .• permlt 15 hereby g'.nled fOI the buslneH 51g1"1 descllbed ThiS pe'm': 
8Äp IT es on the If'Il'\ulll Iflnivers.ary date Of the er.etlon 01 the buslnen sign. 

[ Permit No. 

APPROVED FOR WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

x 
CDa'. 
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(End of Rule Text) 

The rules, amendments and repeals eontained in this order 

shall take effeet on the first day of the month following its 

publieation in the Wiseonsin Administrative Register as provided 

in s. 227.026(1) (intro.), Stats. 

;;~,:t Madison, Wiseonsin, 
I~ / /day of June, 1986 . 

. / il/I L -; 
/' 

\'. z- t f -< 

this 



------ - -- --------~~ 
--~._~_.----.. '. '.-.. , 

'0 • 

FlSCAl ESTIMAlE 
AoD-M8A·23 (R,v. ,,~) 

D UPOATEO 

1985 Seu'on 
LAS 0< lill Ho/Adm. FI"1f No 
TRANS 200 Ei OAIGINAL 

D eORREeTEO D SUPPLEMENTAoL Amtndmtnt No. jf ~1.CibI. 

Erection and Maintenance of Business Signs Within Public Righways 
F iic;al E ffect 

Suu: ~ No Satt Fi$U1 EUKI 

CNtck column, btlow only i1 bill make$ I dirtCl ~ropri.tion 

Of .H.ct~ • ,um luHiei.nt II\)Propri.tion. 

Oo D lnc:rNM Elli,tin; A.ppropri.tion D Iner .... E.i"in, Reyt"u~ 

D Dee' .. " Elliltin; Appropri,tion D O'Cr .... E .. "'ing R~yt"uet 

D Cr .. te Nel'T Aw'opri.tion 

Loc:el: ~ No loca' iO .... rnm.nt COliU 

1. D InerNit eosu 

D Permmive D Mandllory 

2. D Dec· ..... Con, 
D P.rmiai.... 0 Meneunory 

3. D Inertne A.venues 

OP., mln,vt D Mat'ldalOry 

AI, D D.c'ea~t R ..... nve' 

D P" milS;'" D MandBlorv 

D Iner,nt Cons - Ma, Se Pouible to .&.bsort 

Within Agt'ney', Budsret D Yes e No 

D Dfl>Cruse COSIS 

5. Types 01 LoC!! Go\ltrnmpnlll Units .... !fereleod· 

D Towns 0 V"I~s 0 Cities 
D Countie$ OOlile', _____ _ 

I Atlecled Ch. 20 ApproprleltOns 

o SEG·S 20.395 
Furod So<Jrce AHltC1trd 

o GPR D FEO C' PRO I'! PRS ~ SEG 

This amendroent to an administrative rule has the same fiscal effeet as 1985 
Senate Bill 21 as affected by Senate Amendroents 1 and 2. This bill, as aIDended, 
was incorporated into and enaeted as SECTIONS l603e to 160Sm of 1985 wiseonsin 
Act 29. 

It rernoves various restrictior.s on eligibility for business signs and adds 
about 2,000 miles of the federal..-aid secondary highway system to the public 
bigh .... ays that are eligible for the signs. 

Jt is assurned that these changes ~ill result in requests for approval of 
about 1,000 to 2,000 business signs state~ide. No signs were ereeted under the 
law prior to its recent amendrnent because the statutory restrietions preeluded 
eligibility in almost all eircumstances. 

Applieants pay the costs of manufecture, installation and maintenance of the 
signs. DOT administers the program. DOT employees will continue to be engaged 
in this program after initial implementAtion. Costs will be charged baCK to the 
approved sign applieants . 

.......,C'y~rtId by: (N.m ... Phone PIIo.1 

~ames S. Thiel 
De?ar~ent of Transportation 1/15/86 
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State OfWlBConsm \ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. Gary Poulson 
Assistant Revisor of Statutes 
30 West Mifflin Street, Suite 904 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 

.,j 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue 
P.O. Box 7910 
Madison, WI 53707-7910 

Telephone: (608) 266-8810 

June 13, 1986 

CR 86-21 

RE: In the Matter of the Adoption of Trans 200, 
Wis. Admin. Code, Relating to Specific Information 
and Business Signs Within the Limits of Public Highways 

Dear Mr. Poulson: 

Enclosed for filing, pursuant to sec. 227.20(1), Stats., is 
a certified copy of Trans 200, Wis. Admin. Code, a rule relating 
to specific information and business signs within the limits of 
public highways. An additional, uncertified copy is enclosed to 
be used as a printer I s copy. This rule is submi tted by the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation. 

CK 
Enclosures 
cc: K. Sue Gallagher 

Maynard Schneider 
Ted Stephenson 
Harry Price 

Sincerely, 

Connie S. Keator 
Administrative Assistant 


