
State of Wiscowsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Carrol/ D. Besadny 

Secretary 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
ss 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Bruee B. Braun, Deputy Seeretary of the Department of Natural Resourees 

and eustodian of the offieial reeords of said Department, do hereby eertify 

that the annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. FM-32-86 was duly 

approved and adopted by this Department on July 24, 1986. I further eertify 

that said eopy has been eompared by me with the original on file in this 

Department and that the same is a true eopy thereof, and of the whole of sueh 

original. 

(SEAL) 

'l303J 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the offieial 
seal of the Department at General 
Exeeutive Faeilii~ #2 in the City of 
Madison, this ~~y of September, 
1986. 

~ \ k.vv 
"-B y Seeretary 



ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 
RENUMBERING, AMENDING AND CREATING RULES 

IN THE MATTER of renumbering and amending 
s. NR 20.02(1 )(d)3.; amending ss. NR 25.01 
(Title) , 25.05(1 )(a) and (e), 25.09(1 )(a)4.b., 
25.10(l)(b)1. and 3., and 26.23(l)(a) and 
and (b) and (2)(a), and ereating 
ss. NR 25.01(3),25.02(32), 25.06(3)(a) 
and (g), and 25.105 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Co de pertaining to sport and 
eommereial fishing for lake trout on 
Lake Superi or. 

Analysis Prepared by Department of Natural Resourees 

F-32-86 

The proposed rules revise the hook and line season, size, bag limits and 
tagging requirements for lake trout, the eommereial fishing seasons for lake 
trout and whitefish, restrieted eommereial fishing areas, and refuges on Lake 
Superior. These rules will establish a eomprehensive management plan to 
eneompass all users of Lake Superior and are neeessitated by a breakdown in 
negotiations between the Department and the Red Cliff and Bad River bands of 
Lake Superior Chippewas. The specifie ehanges are: 

1. Change the hook and line lake trout daily bag limit to 3, the minimum 
size limit to 17 inches, and the open season to Deeember 1 through Labor Day, 
annually, on Lake Superior. 

2. Define the applieability of speeifie seetions of ch. NR 25 to treaty 
fishers and ereate a definition of treaty fishers. 

3. Change the large mesh gill net eommereial lake trout and whitefish 
seasons to November 28 to September 30 of eaeh year in Lake Superior. 

4. Define the authorization proeedure and specifieations for an 
authorized tagging system. 

5. Modify the boundaries of the Saxon Harbor and Sand Cut reef restrieted 
eommereial fishing areas in Lake Superior. 

6. Define the exemptions to ch. NR 25 applieable to treaty fishers. 

7. Modify the boundaries of fish refuges in Lake Superior. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wisconsin Natural Resourees 

Board by ss. 29.174(3) and 227.11(2)(a), Stats., the State of Wiseonsin 



Natural Resources Board hereby renumbers, amends, and creates rules 

interpreting ss. 23.09(2)(c), 29.085, and 29.174(2)(a), Stats., as follows: 

SECTION 1. NR 20.02(1)(d)3. is renumbered 20.02(1)(d)2.c. and amended to 

read: 

Species Area Open season 

c. Lake Superior December 1 
to &e\3teAlSel'l-6Q 
Labor day 

SECTION 2. NR 25.01(Tit1e) is amended to read: 

NR 25.01 PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY. 

SECTION 3. NR 25.01(3) is created to read: 

Daily bag 
limit 

a 3 in 
aggregate 
with trout 

t~inimum 
length (in.) 

tQ 17 

NR 25.01(3) The following sections of this chapter are app1icab1e to 

treaty fishers fishing in the Wisconsin waters of Lake Superior: 

(a) s. NR 25.02 

(b) s. NR 25.05 

(e) s. NR 25.06 

( d) s. NR 25.09 

(e) s. NR 25.10 

(t) s. NR 25.105 

(g) s. NR 25.11 

(h) s. NR 25.12 

(il s. NR 25.13 

(j ) s. NR 25.16 

(k) s. NR 25.17 
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SECTION 4. NR 25.02(32) is created to read: 

NR 25.02(32) IITreaty fisher ll means an enrolled triba1 member of either 

the Bad River or Red Cliff bands of Chippewa Indians exercising 

off-reservation commercial fishing rights in Lake Superior recognized by State 

v. Gurnoe, 53 Wis. 2d 390 (1972). 

SECTION 5. NR 25.05(l)(a) and (c) are amended to read: 

Species 

(a) Lake trout 

(c) Whi tefi sh 

A 
Green Bay 

No open season 

December 1 to 
October 25 

B 
Lake Michigan 

No open season 

December 1 to 
October 25 

SECTION 6. NR 25.06(3)(a) and (g) are created to read: 

C 
Lake Superior 

QeeeRlee~-+ 
November 28 to 
September 30, 
subject to ss. 
NR 25.06(l)(a) 
and 25.07(1 )(a) 

QeeeRlee~-+ 
November 28 to 
September 30 

NR 25.06(3)(a) Tags authorized shall be approved in writing by the 

secretary of the department and shall conform to the following minimum 

speci fi cati ons: 

1. Tags sha11 be individua11y, serially numbered in nonrepeating number 

seri es. 

2. Tags sha11 be color-coded by year in a color which does not repeat in 

the next consecutive year. 

3. Tags shall include an appropriate state or tribal identification. 

4. Tags sha11 only be ordered in a number sufficient to limit the harvest 

to a biologica11y determined quota. 
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5. Issuing authorities shall maintain records of tag allotments to 

individual fishers by tag serial numbers. Tag records shall be open to 

inspection by state conservation wardens during regular office hours. 

6. Tags are valid for use only for the license season. 

(3)(g) No treaty fisher may lift nets in Wisconsin waters while in 

possession of tags issued by a tribe or another state for fish taken in 

Michigan waters. 

SECTION 7. NR 25.09(1)(a)4.b. is amended to read: 

NR 25.09(1 )(a)4.b. No more than 10,000 feet of these nets may be used by 

each licensed commercial fisher in water less than 330 feet (55 fathoms) 

deep and then only from geeemBe~-l November 28 through September 30. 

SECTION 8. NR 25.l0(l)(b)1. and 3. are amended to read: 

NR 25.10(l)(b)l. All waters bounded by a line beginning at the mouth of 

Graveyard creek in section 3, township 47 north, range 1 west, extending north 

to the Gull Island Shoals refuge south boundary as described in 

s. NR 26.23(l)(a), then east to the Wisconsin-Michigan state line, then 

southerly along the state line to the shore at the mouth of the Montreal river 

in section 7, township 47 north, range 1 east, all in Iron county, except from 

November 15 through December 15 in water 84 feet (14 fathoms) deep or deeper, 

when and where gi11 nets with a mesh size of not less than 2 1/2 inch and not 

more than 3 inch stretch measure may be used for taking lake herring. 

3. All waters bounded by a line beginning at the signal light on the 

western end of Long island in section 13, township 48 north, range 4 west, 

then extending northeasterly to the southernmost point of Madeline island in 
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section 6, township 49 north, range 4 west, then due east to the western 

boundary of Gull Island Shoals refuge as described in s. NR 26.23(1 )(a), then 

southerly along the refuge boundary tRe-ffieYtR-ef-tRe-Bae-~~ye~-~R-seet~eR 

t7;-tewRsR~~-4g-Re~tR;-~aR§e-~-west latitude 46°40', then due west to the 

mainland shoreline, then northwesterly along the shoreline to the point of 

beginning, all in Ashland county, except waters within eRe-ffi~+e 1 1/2 miles of 

the mainland shoreline in Ashland county. 

SECTION 9. NR 25.105 is created to read: 

NR 25.105 EXEMPTIONS. Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter: 

(1) From June 1 through March 31, treaty fishers using boats less than 18 

feet in length may harvest perch and walleye from the \'Iaters of Chequamegon 

Bay within one mile of the mainland shoreline in Ashland county between the 

easternmost boundary of the Bad River reservation on Chequamegon Point and a 

line extending due north from the westernmost boundary of the Bad River 

reservation as authorized by the department. Onlyone authorized boat may 

fish in this area at a time. 

(2) From ice out to the Friday before Memorial day, treaty fishers may 

fish for whitefish and harvest 1,462 incidentally-caught lake trout in those 

waters defined in s. NR 25.l0(1)(b)1. The 1,462 lake trout harvested in this 

area shall be allocated as part of the quota defined in s. NR 25.06(1)(a)3. 

The department may require distinctive tags for this harvest. 

SECTION 10. NR 26.23(1)(a) and (b) and (2)(a) are amended to read: 

NR 26.23(1)(a) From the southernmost point of Outer island in a straight 

line and a southerly direction to the Gull island light and then south to the 

northernmost point of Michigan island proceeding in a southerly direction 
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following the shoreline of Michigan island to the Michigan island light, then 

southerly te towards the center of the mouth of the Bad river in Ashland 

county to latitude 46°40 1
; then due east to the Michigan state line; then 

northerly along the state line to a point due east of the southerly tip of 

Outer island; from that point due west to the southernmost point of Outer 

island, the place of beginning excluding those waters within 2 miles of Outer 

island and within one mile of the mainland shoreline of Ashland county; except 

that licensed commercial fishers may fish all that area within these externa1 

boundaries wherein the lake bottom lies at a depth of 35 fathoms (210 feet) or 

more; and except in those included waters less than 7 fathoms in depth which 

immediately adjoin Michigan island, gill nets with a mesh size of 2 3/4 11 or 

1ess stretch measure may be used from November 5 to December 5 for the taking 

of Menominee whitefish. 

(b) All waters wherein the bottom 1ies at a depth of less than 35 fathoms 

northerly from a line beginning 2 miles north of the Outer island light and 

extending wester1y to the north end of North Twin island, then a10ng the 

shore1ine to the south end of North Twin island, then southwester1y to the 

north end of South Twin island, then northerly to the north end of Rocky 

island, then along the north shore1ine to the northwest point of Rocky island, 

then northwester1y to the south end of Devils island, then a10ng the shore1ine 

to the north end of Devils island, then Ae~tR-eAe-ffi~+eT-;ReA-Qye-WeS;-~-ffi~+e5 

as-we++-as-;Rese-wa;e~s-+Y~R§-Ae~tR-ef-a-+~Ae-~YRA~A§-Ae~tRweste~+Y-f~effi-tRe 

Ae~tR-eAQ-ef-gey~+s-4s+aAQT-e*ee~;-tRat-~A-tRese-waste~S-SeYtR-ef-tRe-+4Ae 

~YAR~A§-Ae~tRweste~+Y-f~effi-tRe-Ae~tR-eAQ-ef-Qey~+s-4s+aAQT-§~++-Aets-ef-ffiesR 

s4~e-ef-d-4AeAes-st~eteR-ffieas~~e-e~-+ess-ffiaY-ge-YSea-f~effi-Neyeffige~-+6-te­

JaRya~y-+6-fef-tRe-tak4R§-ef-Re~~~A§ westerly to a point 2 1/2 mi1es north of 

the York Island Shoa1 bell buoy. 
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(2)(a) Cat Island Shoal is defined as all waters bounded by a line 

extending from a point 2 miles north of the Outer island light to the northern 

end of North Twin island, along the shoreline to the southernmost end of North 

Twin island, then southwest to the north end of South Twin island, along the 

shoreline to the southernmost end of South Twin island, then easterly to the 

north end of Cat island, then a10ng the shoreline to the easternmost point of 

Cat island, then northeasterly to the Outer island light, then due north to 

the place of beginning, September 1 to November gQ 28. 

The foregoing rules were promulgated by the State of Wisconsin Natural 
Resources Board on Ju1y 24, 1986. 

The ru1es contained herein shal1 take effect as provided in s. 
227.22(2)(intro.), Stats. l ~ 

Dated at Madison, W;scons;n O~~~~~ q )9 gL-, 
• 7 

(SEAL) 

7892H 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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<I \ 

S ta te of W isconsi n \ 

September 9, 1986 

Mr. Or1an L. Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
Suite 904 
30 W. Miff1in Street 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Carro/l O. Besadny 

Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1020 

Ene10sed are two eopies, ine1uding one eertified eopy, of State of Wiseonsin 
Natural Resourees Board Order No. FM-32-86. These ru1es were reviewed by the 
Assemb1y Committee on Tourism, Reereation and Forest Produetivity and the 
Senate Committee on Energy and Environmenta1 Resourees pursuant to s. 227.19, 
Stats. Summaries of the fina1 regu1atory f1exibi1ity analysis and eomments of 
the 1egis1ative review committees is a1so enelosed. 

You wi11 not e that this order takes effeet following pub1ieation. Kind1y 
pub1ish it in the Administrative Code aeeording1y. 

Sineere1y, 

~ \7 ~t J2Jv~\ 
C. D.~e-~y 
Secr~ 

Ene. 
7303J 

RECEIVED 

11 
Revisor of Statutes 

Bureau 


