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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Bruee B. Braun, Deputy Seeretary of the Department of Natural Resourees 

and eustodian of the offieial reeords of said Department, do hereby eertify 

that the annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. FM-55-86 was duly 

approved and adopted by this Department on January 29, 1987. I further 

eertify that said eopy has been eompared by me with the original on file in 

this Department and that the same is a true eopy thereof, and of the whole of 

sueh original. 

(SEAl) 

9515H 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the offieial 
seal of the Department at General 
Exeeutive Faeilit~#2 in the City of 
Madison, this ~day of April, 1987. 

~~~ lJCe B. B ~e p(JfYCretarY 



ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 
NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

REPEALING AND RECREATING RULES 

IN THE MATTER of repealing and reereating 
ch. NR 24 of the Wiseonsin Administrative 
Code pertaining to elamming and 
eommereial elamming 

FM-55-86 

Analysis Prepared by Department of Natural Resourees 

The rules are promulgated under the authority of ss. 23.09(2)(intro.), 
29.175(1), 29.38(8) and 227.11(2)(a), Stats., and interpret 
ss. 23.09(2)(intro.), 29.175(1) and 29.38(8), Stats. 

The rule revises ch. NR 24 of the eode to eorrespond with 1985 Wiseonsin . 
Aet 289, effeetive May 1, 1986. The Aet establishes 1ieense requirements and 
fees, grants rulemaking authority and sets penalties relating to elamming and 
eommereial elamming on inland, boundary and outlying waters of the state. 

The rules set out a statement of purpose and provide definitions; detail 
the eommereial elamming lieensing requirements; provide for reeiproeity; 
restriet the methods and equipment whieh may be used; require reeordkeeping 
and reporting by eommereial e1ammers; speeify a method for determining the 
minimum size of clams; set seasons, waters, speeies and size limits for 
eommereial elamming and e1amming; and inelude less stringent size limits for 
eertain elam speeies after they have been proeessed to remove the meat. 

SECTION 1. Chapter NR 24 is repealed and reereated to read: 

NR 24.01 
NR 24.02 
NR 24.03 
NR 24.04 
NR 24.05 
NR 24.06 

NR 24.07 
NR 24.08 

Chapter NR 24 

CLAMS 

Purpose 
Definitions 
General restrietion 
Lieenses; permits 
Reeiproeity 
Clamming methods 
and equipment 
Reeords and reporting 
Minimum size and weight 
determination 

NR 24.09 Commereial elamming: 
size limits; open 
seasons, speeies and 
waters 

NR 24.10 Clamming: size limits; 
open seasons, speeies 
and waters 

NR 24.01 PURPOSE. This ehapter regu1ates elamming, eommereial elamming 

and related aetivities in inland waters, boundary waters and outlying waters. 
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NR 24.02 DEFINITIONS. In addition to the definitions contained in s. 

29.38 (2), Stats., the following definitions apply to terms used in this 

ehapter: 

(1) IISoundary waters ll means those waters whieh form all or part of the 

boundary between Wiseonsin and Iowa, Miehigan or Minnesota. 

(2) IISus iness dayll has the meaning given it in s. 421.301 (6), Stats. 

(3) IICooked elamII means a elam whieh has been proeessed in a eooker and 

a rotating drum in order to remove the meat or soft parts of the elam. 

(4) IICrow-foot bar" means a· bar or rod whieh has hooks or wires attaehed 

to it and whieh may be used to take clams. The hooks or wires may have beads 

attaehed or have thiekened ends. 

2. 

(5) IIInland watersll has the meaning given it in s. 29.01 (9), Stats., but 

does not inelude boundary waters. 

(6) "Ma1ieious wastell means the unreasonab1e \Vaste, injury, destruetion 

or impairment of any natural resouree within the state, in vio1ation of 

s. 23.095 (1), Stats. 

(7) "Open season" means that period of a year deseribed in s. NR 24.09 or 

24.10 when a person may engage in elamming or eommereial elam shelling. 

(8) "Outlying watersll has the meaning given it in s. 29.01 (11), Stats. 

(9) IIResident" has the meaning given it in s. 29.01 (12), Stats. 

(10) IIRing" means a rigid eireu1ar band or a eireular opening in a pieee 

of solid material whieh may be used to measure clams. 

(11) "Wiseonsin-Iowa boundary watersll has the meaning given it in 

s. NR 22.02 (14). 

(12) IIWiseonsin-Miehigan boundary waters ll has the meaning given it in 

s. NR 23.02 (10). 

(13) "Wiseonsin-Minnesota boundary waters" has the meaning given it in 

s. NR 21.02 (16). 
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NR 24.03 GENERAL RESTRlCTlON. A person who is engaging in eommereia1 

elam she11ing under s. NR 24.09, elam buying, elam he1ping or re1ated 

aetivities may not engage in e1amming under s. NR 24.10 at the same time. 

NR 24.04 llCENSES; PERMlTS. (1) ClAMMlNG. No 1ieense or permit is 

required to engage in e1amming. 

(2) COMMERClAl ClAMMlNG. The 1ieense requirements of s. 29.38 (3), 

Stats., app1y to elam buyers, assistant elam buyers, eommereia1 elam shellers 

'and elam helpers, except as provided in subs. (3) and (4). 

(3) EXEMPTlON FOR CHllDREN. Aresident child under age 16 may not engage 

in eommereia1 elam she1ling without a eommereial elam she11er lieense unless 

the value of the elams taken, killed, eol1ected or removed by the child does 

not exeeed $1,000 in any year and the ehild has a department permit. A permit 

issued under this subseetion is valid from January 1 or the date it is issued, 

whichever is later, until Deeember 31 or the child's 16th birthday, whichever 

oecurs first. 

(4) APPllCATIONS. A person required to have a 1ieense or permit under 

this section or s. 29.38 (3), Stats., shall apply to the department on forms 

provided by it. The department shall deny any app1ication for a lieense whieh 

is not aecompanied by the appropriate lieense fee speeified by s. 29.092 (7) 

(i) to (p), Stats. No fee may be eharged for a permit. 

Note: Forms may be obtained from DNR area offiees listed in the note 
following s. NR 24.07, or by writing: DNR Bureau of Fish Management, P.O. Box 
7921, Madison, WI 53707. 

(5) DEADlINE. The department shall grant or deny a complete application 

for a permit or lieense under this section within 25 business days after it 

has been received by the department. 
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NR 24.05 RECIPROCITY. The department sha11 grant reeiproea1 eommereia1 

e1amming 1ieense privi1eges in aeeordanee with s. 29.16(2), Stats., to 

residents of Illinois, Iowa, Miehigan, Minnesota or Missouri for the 

Wiseonsin-Iowa, Wiseonsin-Miehigan and Wiseonsin-Minnesota boundary waters if 

it determines that Wiseonsin residents have been granted reeiproea1 rights, 

privi1eges and immunities by the other state. 

4. 

NR 24.06 CLAMMING METHODS AND EQUIPMENT. (1) METHODS. (a) No person 

may engage in e1amming or eommereia1 e1amshe11ing except by hand while diving 

or wading or by the use of erow-foot bars. 

(b) No person may commit ma1ieious waste by disearding e1ams into the 

waters or on lands governed by Wiseonsin. 

(e) No person may intentionally damage or break a elam to make 

determination of its original size or speeies impossible. 

(d) A person engaging in e1amming or eommereial elam shelling shall 

promptly return all undersize elams and all elams of a speeies not open to 

e1amming or eommereial elam shelling, respeetively, to the bed of the water at 

the loeation where the elams were found. The elams shall be returned unopened 

and unharmed. 

(e) No person may eook elams unless the person is a lieensed elam buyer 

or the person eooks the elams for a lieensed elam buyer and the person is the 

buyerls lieensed assistant elam buyer or lieensed elam helper. 

(2) EQUIPMENT. (a) No person may use a erow-foot bar longer than 20 

feet while elamming or eommereial elam shelling. 

(b) No person may place more than 3 erow-foot bars in the water while 

elamming or eommereia1 elam shelling. 
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(e) No person may possess more than 3 erow-foot bars while in or on the 

inland, boundary or outlying waters. 

(d) No person may use more than one boat for elamming or for eommereial 

elam shelling with erow-foot bars. 

. 
NR 24.07 RECORDS AND REPORTING. (1) COMMERCIAL CLAMMING RECORDS. A 

person engaged in eommereial elam shelling, elam buying or elam helping shall 

keep daily reeords if forms are produeed by the department for the speeifie 

eommereial elamming aetivity in whieh theperson is engaged. 

(2) COMMERCIAL CLAMMING REPORTS. Prior to the 10th day of eaeh month, 

any person engaged in eommereial elamming who is required to keep daily 

reeords under sub. (1) shall submit a report of their daily eommereial 

elamming aetivities for the previous month to the department. The report shall 

be made on form s available from the department and shall be submitted in 

person or sent by first elass mail to the department address shown on the form 

so that it is reeeived by the 10th day. 

(3) REPORTING. If requested by the department, a person who is not 

required to keep reeords and submit reports under subs. (1) and (2) shall 

furnish to the department information relating to the taking, killing, 

eolleetion, removal, purehase, sale, barter, transportation or possession of 

clams. The information shall be suffieient to evaluate the person's 

complianee with this ehapter and s. 29.38, Stats. 

(4) INLAND COMMERCIAL CLAMMING NOTICE OF INTENT. No person may engage in 

eommereial elam shelling on any inland water unless the person has reported to 

the department the person's intent to do so at least one business day in 

advanee. Notice of intent may be given in person, by telephone or by first 

elass mail, but shall be in writing if the person wishes the speeifie loeation 
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to be kept confidential by the department under s. 29.38 (9), Stats. The 

report shall include the person's name; commercial elam sheller license 

number; the specific location by county, the nearest town, village or cityand 

name of the inland water; the equipment and methods to be used; and the 

starting date and time. The notice shall be given to the department area 

office responsible for the inland water involved. 

Note: The department area offiees and their corresponding counties are 
as follows: 

Southern District 
Dodgeville Area, Hwy. 23, Rt. 1, Box 10, Dodgeville 53533, telephone 
608-935-3368 

(Grant, Iowa, Lafayette, Richland & Sauk counties) 
Madison Area, 3070 Fish Hatchery Road, Fitchburg 53713, telephone 
608-273-5950 

(Dane, Green, Jefferson & Rock counties) 
Horicon Area, 1210 N. PalmatoryStreet, Horicon 53032, telephone 
414-485-4434 

(Columbia, Dodge, Fond du Lae, Green Lake & Marquette counties) 

Southeast District, 2300 N. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr., Box 12436, 
Milwaukee 53212, telephone 414-562-9500 

(Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Sheboygan, Walworth, 
Washington & Waukesha counties) 

Lake Michigan District 
Green Bay Area, 200 N. Jefferson, Suite 511, Green Bay 54301, 
telephone 414-497-6131 

(Brown, Door, Kewaunee & Manitowoc counties) 
Oshkosh Area, 905 Bayshore Drive, Box 2565, Oshkosh 54903, telephone 
414-424-3055 

(Calumet, Outagamie, Waupaca, Waushara & Winnebago counties) 
Marinette Area, Industrial Parkway, Box 16, Marinette 54143, 
telephone 715-732-0101 

(Florence, Marinette, Menominee, Oconto & Shawano counties) 

West Central District 
Eau Claire Area, 1621 Westgate Road, Eau Claire 54703, telephone 
715-839-3777 

(Chippewa, Dunn, Eau Claire, Pepin, Pierce & St. Croix counties) 
Black River Falls Area, Hwy. 54E, Rt. 4, Box 18, Black River Falls 
54615, telephone 715-284-5301 

(Buffal0, Clark, Jackson & Trempealeau counties) 
La Crosse Area, 3550 Morrnon Coulee Rd., Rm. 104, State Office Bldg., 
La Crosse 54601, telephone 608-785-9000 

(Crawford, La Crosse, Monroe & Vernon counties) 
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North Central District 
Antigo Area, 1635 Neva Road, P.O. Box 310, Antigo 54409, te1ephone 
715-627-4317 

(lang1ade, Lincoln & Marathon counties) 
Woodruff Area, Co. Hwy. J, Box 440, Woodruff 54568, te1ephone 
715-356-5211 

(Forest, Oneida & Vi1as counties) 
Wisconsin Rapids Area, 1681 2nd Ave. S., Rm. 118, Wis. Rapids 54494, 
te1ephone 715-423-5670 

(Adams, Juneau, Portage & Wood.counties~ 

Northwest District 
Bru1e Area, Hwy. 2, Box 125, Bru1e 54820, te1ephone 715-372-4866 

(Ash1and, Bayfie1d, Doug1as & Iron counties) 
Cumber1and Area, 1341 2nd Ave., Box 397, Cumber1and 54829, te1ephone 
715-822-3590 

(Barron, Burnett, Polk & Washburn counties) 
Park Fa11s Area, Case Avenue, Box 220, Park Fa11s 54552, te1ephone 
715-762-4414 

(Price, Rusk, Sawyer & Taylor counties) 

NR 24.08 MINIMUM SIlE AND WEIGHT DETERMINATION. (1) SIlE. A person 

7. 

engaging in c1amming or commercia1 c1am she11ing sha11 determine the size of a 

c1am prompt1y upon removing it from the water by attempting to pass it intaet 

through a ring with a diameter of the minimum size speeified for the 

respeetive speeies in the tab1e of s. NR 24.09 if the elam is taken while 

eommercia1 elam she11ing or in the tab1e of s. NR 24.10 if the the c1am is 

taken while c1amming. 

(2) WEIGHT. For purposes of this chapter and s. 29.38, Stats., the 

weight of e1ams sha11 be determined on a wet or fresh basis if their eondition 

permits it. 

NR 24.09 COMMERCIAl ClAMMING: SIlE lIMITS; OPEN SEASONS, SPECIES AND 

WATERS. (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), no person may engage in 

commercia1 elam she11ing except between sunrise and sunset during the open 

season in waters which are open to eommercia1 elam shelling, for c1ams of a 

species which is open to commercia1 c1am she11ing and which are of the minimum 

size or 1arger, as shown in the following tab1e: 
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WATERS OPEN TO COM- OPEN OPEN MINIMUM 
MERCIAl ClAM SHEllING SEASON SPECIES SIlE 

(a) Wiseonsin-Iowa Apri 1 l-Sep. 30 map1e1eaf 2 3/4" 
boundary waters (Quadru1a quadru1a) 

pigtoe 2 3/4" 
(Fuseonaia f1ava) 

pimp1ebaek 2 3/4" 
(Quadru1a pustu1osa) 

threeridge 2 5/8" 
(Amb1ema p1ieata) 

washboard 3 1/2" 
(Mega1onaias gigantea) 

(b) Wiseonsin-Miehi- Apri 1 l-Sep. 30 map1e1eaf 2 3/4" 
gan and Wiseon- (Quadru1a quadrula) 
sin-Minnesota 
boundary waters pigtoe 2 3/4" 
exeept the St. (Fuseonaia f1ava) 
Croix river 

pimp1ebaek 2 3/4" 
(Quadru1a pustulosa) 

threeridge 2 5/8" 
(Amb1ema plieata) 

(e) Inland waters: 
All exeept the Apri 1 l-Sep. 30 map1e1eaf 2 3/4" 
Ashippun river (Dodge, (Quadru1a quadru1a) 
Jefferson, Washington 
and Waukesha eounties), pigtoe 2 3/4" 
Cedar ereek (Ozaukee (Fusconaia flava) 
and Washington pimplebaek 2 3/4" 
eounties), Kelly brook (Quadrula pustulosa) 
(Oeonto County), little 
Peshtigo river threeridge 2 5/8" 
(Marinette and Oeonto (Amblema plieata) 
eounties), little 
Suamieo river (Oeonto all others exeept none 
Shawano and Brown those listed in 
eounties), east, north s. NR 27.03(2)(f) 
and west branehes of or (3)(f) 
the Milwaukee river 
(Fond du lae, Ozaukee, 
Sheboygan and Washington 
eounties), Mukwonago 
river (Waukesha eounty), 
Namekagon river upstream 
and inelusiva of the SW 
1/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
seetion 8, township 43N, 
range 6W (Burnett, 
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WATERS OPEN TO COM­
MERCIAL CLAM SHELLING 

Washburn, Sawyer and 
Bayfield eounties), 
Onion river (Sheboygan 
eounty), St. Croix 
river upstream to the 
Gordon dam (Burnett 
and Douglas 
eounties), Suamieo 
river (Brown and 
Outagamie eounties), 
Sugar ereek (Raeine 
and Walworth 
eounties), and the 
Wiseonsin river 
upstream to the dam 
at Prairie du Sae 

OPEN 
SEASON 

OPEN 
SPECIES 

MINIMUM 
SIlE 

9. 

(2) Notwithstanding the minimum size limits set in sub. (1), the minimum 

size for eooked elams shall be 2 1/2" for mapleleaf, pigtoe and pimplebaek 

clams, 2 7/16" for threeridge e1ams and 3 1/4" for washboard clams. 

NR 24.10 CLAMMING: SIlE LIMITS; OPEN SEASONS, SPECIES AND WATERS. No 

person may engage in e1amming exeept between sunrise and sunset during the 

open season in waters whieh are open to e1amming, for e1ams of a speeies whieh 

is open to e1amming and whieh are of the minimum size or larger, as shown in 

the following tab1e: 

WA TERS OPEN TO 
CLAMMING 

OPEN 
SEASON 

OPEN 
SPECIES 

MINIMUM 
SIlE 

(1) All boundary, in­
land and out1ying 
waters 

all year all exeept 
those 1isted in 
s. NR 27.03(2)(f) 
or (3)(f) 

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 
Natural Resourees Board on ___ J_a_n_ua_r~y __ 2_9~,_1~9_8~7 ____________________ __ 

The rules sha11 take effeet as provided in s. 227.22(2)(intro.), Stats. 

none 
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Oa ted at Mad i son, Wi s con s i n ---~~~~"".IoC!:J.!!q.-~~~1-lI_q.J.-)lLt-,7 ___ -

(SEAl) 

12590 

STATE OF WISCONSIN OEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 



State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Carroll D. Besadny 

Secretary 

April 3, 1987 

Mr. Orlan L. Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
Suite 904 
30 W. Mifflin street 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1020 

Enclosed are two copies, including one certified copy, of State of Wisconsin 
Natural Resources Board Order No. FM-55-86. These rules were reviewed by the 
Assembly Committee on Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on 
Transportation, Tourism and Conservation pursuant to s. 227.19, Stats. 
Summaries of the final regulatory flexibility analysis and comments of the 
legislative review committees is also enclosed. 

You will note that this order takes effect following publication. Kindly 
publish it in the Administrative Code accordingly. 

9515H 


