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Note: Chapter HSS 101 as it existed on February 28, 1986 was repealed and a new chapter 
HSS 101 was created effective March 1, 1986. 

HSS 101.01 Authority and purpose. This chapter and chs. HSS 102 to 
108 are promulgated pursuant to s. 49.45 (10), Stats., for the purpose of 
admini$tering the medical assitance program (MA) in Wisconsin which 
finances necessary health care serv.ices for qualified persons whose finan
cial resources are inadequate to provide for their health care n eds. 

History: Cr. Register, February, 1986, No. 362, elf. 3-1-86. 

HSS 101.02 Applicability. This chapter and chs. HSS 102 to 108 apply 
to all recipients of MA, all providers of MA and all persons engaged in 
the administration of MA. 

History: Cr. Register, February, 1986, No. 362, elf. 3-1-86. 

HSS 101.03 Definitions. In this chapter and chs. HSS 102 to 108: 

(1) "Accredited" means approved by a national accrediting agency or 
association which has been recognized by the U.S. secretary of educa
tion. 

(2) "Acti:v treatment" means implementation and administration of 
a professionally developed and supervised individual plan of care, which 
is developed and implemented no later than 14 days after admission to 
the facility and is reasonably expected to improve the recipient's condi
tion to the extent that inpatient care is n·o longer necessary. 

Note: The plan of care is designed to achieve the recipient's discharge from inpatient status 
at the earliest possible time. 

(3) "Activities of daily living" means activities relating to the per
formance of self care, work and leisure or play activities, including dress
ing, feeding or eating, grooming, mobility and object manipulation. 

( 4) "Acute mental illness" means a mental illness which is not of life
long duration, which is severe in degree and causes a substantially dimin
ished level of functioning in the activities of daily living and an inability 
to cope with the ordinary demands of life, and which may lead to an 
inability to maintain stable adjustment and independent functioning 
without short-term treatment. 

(5) "Administrator" means the person who manages a health care fa
cility. 

Note: The administrator should have a ba~elor's degree and either experience or special
ized training in the administration of heall.h institu tioDB or agencies; or qualifications and ex
perience in one of the professional health disciplines. 
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(6) "AFDC" means aid to families with dependent children, a public 
assistance program under Title IV-A of the Social Security Act of 1935, 
as amended, and ss. 49.19 to 49.41, Stats. 

(7) "AFDC-related person" means a person who meets one of the con
ditions under s. HSS 103.03 (1) (b). 

(8) "Agency" means the county department of social services, public 
welfare or human services, or a tribal agency which administers income 
maintenance programs. 

(9) "Ambulatory" means able to walk without personal assistance or 
mechanical aids, and without difficulty. 

(9m) "Ambulatory prenatal care" means care and treatment for a 
pregnant woman and her fetus to protect and promote the woman's 
health and the healthy development of the fetus. 

(10 ) "Ambulatory surgical center" means a facility that operates ex
clusively for the purpose of providing surgical services to patients not 
requiring hospitalizat ion, and that meets the requirements of s. HSS 
105.49. 

(11) " Ancillary cost" means an extraordinary and unique cost in
curred by a nursing home or other qualified provider of services or mate
rials furnished to a nursing borne residentc which is not included in calcu
lating the nursing home's daily rate but wnich MA reimburses separately 
under s. HSS 107.09 (3) (a). 

(12) "ANSI" means American national standards institute. 

(13) "AODA treat ment services" means alcohol and other drug abuse 
treatment services provided by a provider certified pursuant to s. HSS 
105.22 or 105.23 to assist alcoholics and drug abusers and persons af
fected by problems relat~d to the abuse of alcohol or drugs. 

Note: Examples or AODA tteatment services are client evaluation, orientation and motiva
Lion, Lreatment pla nning, consu!Lat ion and referral, client education, individual counseling, 
group counseling and cris is inte~vention . 

(14) "Applicant" means a person who directly or through a represent
ative makes application for MA. 

( 15) "Application for medical assis tance" means the process of com
pleting and signing a department-approved application form by which 
action a person indicates to the agency authorized to accept the applica
tion a desire to receive MA. 

( 16) "Approved prescription drug products list" means a list prepared 
by the U.S. food and drug administration t hat identifies drug products 
approved on the basis of safety and effectiveness. 

(17) "Asset limit" means that limit against which nonexempt assets 
under ch. HSS 103 are compared to determine financial eligibility for 
MA. 

(18) "Board" means a community mental health board established 
under s. 51.42, Stats., a developmental disabilities board established 
under s. 51.437, Stats., or a community human services board estab
lished under s. 46.23, Stats. 
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(169) "SSI" means supplemental security income, the assistance pro
gram under Title XVI of the Social Security Act of 1935, as amended, 
ands. 49.177, Stats. 

(170) "SSI-related person" means a person who meets the require
ments of s. HSS 103.03 (1) (c). 

(171) "Stepparent case" means an MA case consisting of a family in 
which a legal parent, a stepparent and a child under age 18 reside in the 
home. 

( 172) "Sterilization" means any medical procedure, treatment, or op
eration for the purpose of rendering an individual permanently incapable 
of reproducing. 

(173) "Supervision," unless otherwise indicated in chs. HSS 101 to 
108, means at least intermittent face-to-face contact between supervisor 
and assistant and a regular review of the assistant's work by the 
supervisor. 

( 17 4) "Tape billing service" means a provider or an entity under con
tract to a provider which provides magnetic tape billing for one or more 
providers. 

(175) "Therape-utic/rohabilitative program" means a formal or struc
tured medical or health care activity which is designed to contribute to · 
the mental, physical or social development of its participants, and is cer
tified or approved, or its sponsoring group is certified or approved, by a 
national standard-setting or certifying organization when such an organ
ization exists. 

(176) "Therapeutic visit" means a visit by a resident recipient to the 
home of relatives or friends for at least an overnight stay. 

( 177) "Three-generation case" means an MA case in which there are 3 
generations living in the home and the second generation is a never-mar
ried minor parent. 

(178) "Time out" means time away from positive reinforcement. It is 
a behavior modification technique in which, in response to undesired be
havior, the resident is removed from the situation in which positive rein
forcement is available. 

(179) "Treatment unit" means, for purposes of reimbursement for 
therapy services, the time spent in direct treatment services to the indi
vidual patient. Time spent in activities not associated with the treat
ment of the individual patient such as preparation of the patient for 
treatment, preparation of t)le treatment area and preparation of the pa
tient for return from the treatment area, otherwise known as "prepara
tion time", shall also be reimbursable for up to 15 minutes per patient 
per treatment day. Time spent in other activities which are not associ
ated with the treatment of the individual patient, including end o/ the 
day clean-up or the treatment area, paperwork, consultations, transpor
tation time and training, is not reimbursable. 

(180) "Unearned income" means income which is not the direct result 
of labor or services performed by the individual as an employe or as a 
self-employed person. 
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(181) "Usual and customary charge" means the provider's charge for 
providing the same service to persons not entitled to MA benefits. 

History: Cr. Register, 11'ebruary, l986, No. 362, elf. 3-1-86; er. (9m), {22m), (75m). (85m), 
(114m), (122m), (129m) and (1•19m). am. (88). Register. 11'ebruary, 1988, No. 386, cff. 3-1-88; 
am. (73), (116) and (117), r. (74.), Register Aprll1 f988b. No. 388, err. 7-1-88; mnerg. er. (30m) 
and (33m) eff. 8-1-88; er. {30m) aJ1d (33m), Regwter, eccmbet, 1988, No. 396, elf. l-1-89. 
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