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Subchapter I - Apprenticeships, 'ticensures and Registrations 

ILHR 81.001 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to protect the 
health of the public by establishing minimum standards as to the qualifi­
cation, activities and responsibilities of persons engaging or offering to 
engage in plumbing work or the instal1ation of automatic fire sprinkler 
systems. 

-History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR ~I .002 Sco~e. The provisions of this subchapter apply to any per­
son engaging or offering to engage in the construction, installation or 
maintenance of plumbing or automatic fire sprinkler :;ystems. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eH. 5-1-83. 
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ILHR 81.004 Permit processing times. Licenses. permits and registra­
tions issued under this subchapter shall be granted or denied by the de­
partment within 30 business days after passage of examination or receipt 
of the applicable application and fees. 

History: Cr. Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85, 

ILHR 81.01 Definitions. For the purpose of this subchapter, the follow­
ing terms are defined: 

(1) "Approved" means acceptable to the department. 

(2) "Automatic fire sprinkler contractor" means an individual, firm or 
corporation as defined in s. 145.01 (I), Stats. 

(3) "Automatic fire sprinkler fitter" means a person as defined in s. 
145.01 (6), Stats. 

(4) {'Automatic fire sprinkler system" means an installation as defined 
in s. 145.01 (2), Stats. 

(5) "Automatic fire sprinkler system apprentice" means a person as 
defined in s. 145.01 (3), Stats. 

(6) "Business establishment" means any industrial or commercial or­
ganization or enterprise operated for profit, including but not limited to a 
proprietorship, partnership, firm, business trust, joint venture, syndi­
cate, corporation or association. 

(7) "Department" means the bureau of plumbing within the depart­
ment of industry, labor and human relations. 

(8) "Gross negligence" means a high degree of failure to exercise ordi­
nary care of judgement and failure by omission or commission to dis­
charge the duty required to protect the public health, safety and welfare. 

(9) "Incompetence" means conduct which evidences a lack of compe­
tence or ability to discharge the duty required to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the public, lack of knowledge of the fundamental 
principles of plumbing or an inability to apply those principles, or failure 
to maintain competency in the current practices and methods applicable 
to plumbing and the state uniform plumbing code. 

(10) "Journeyman plumber" means a person as defined in s. 145.01 
(7), Stats. 

(11) "Master plumber" means a person as defined in s. 145.01 (8), 
Stats. 

(11m) "Master plumber in charge" means a master plumber who as­
sumes the responsibility for the installation of plumbing and training of 
apprentices and registered learners in accordance with ch. 145, Stats., 
and chs. ILHR 81 to 86. 

(12) "Misconduct" means an act performed in the discharge of en­
forcement duties which jeopardizes the interests of the public, including 
violation of federal or state laws, local ordinances or administrative rules 
relating to the position; preparation of deficient or falsified reports; fail­
ure to submit information or reports required by law or contract when 
requested by the municipality or the rJp.partment; conduct which evi­
dences a lack of trustworthiness; misrepresentation of qualifications such 
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as education, experience or certification; i1legal entry of premises; misuse 
of funds; or misrepresentation of authority. . 

(13) "Pipe layer" means a person as defined in s. 145.01 (13), Stats. 

(14) "Plumbing" means an installation as defined in s. 145.01 (I), 
Stats. 

(15) "Plumbing apprentice" means a person as defined in s.145.01 (4), 
Stats. . 

(16) "Registered learner" means a person as defined in s. 145.01 (7), 
Stats. 

(17) URestricted plumher licensee" means a person as define'd in s. 
145.01 (6), Stats. 

(17m) "Secretary" means the secretary of the department of industry, 
lahor and human ,relations. 

(18) "Utility contractor" means a person as defined in s. 145.01 (12), 
Stats. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983,No. 328, elI. 5M l-83; cr. (11m) and (17m), Register, May, 
1988, No. 389, eft. 6-1-88. 

ILHR 81.02 Plumbing apprenticeship. (1) QUALIFICATIONS FORREGlS­
TRATION. All l'Pplicants for registration as plumbing apprentices shall 
have reached the age of 16 years and shall have completed the 12th grade 
in school or its equivalent. 

(2) REGlS\RATION. Every plumbing apprentice shall register with the 
department immediately. Registration forms shall be furnished by the 
department which shall Tequire the applicants to indicate their name, 
age, preliminary schooling, beginning date of indenture, name and, ad­
dress of employer and such other information as the department may 
require. Persons beginning an accredited plumbing trade school ap­
proved by the department may also register. 

(3) RESPONSIBILITY OF EMPLOYER. Re![istration as a plumbing appren­
tice may not be accepted unless the partIcular organization in which the 
apprentice is to work is equipped to have an apprentice. The master 
plumber in charge shaIl see that the requirements as to both practical 
andsch601 training are complied with in accordance with subs. (5) and 
(6). The master plumber in charge shaIl report to the department any 
changes made in relation to the continued employment of an apprentice. 
AIl changes in relation to the continued employment of plumbing ap­
prentices shall be subject to the joint approval of the divisions of the 
department of industry, labor and human .relations having jurisdiction. 

(4) SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION. (a) Whenever a plumbing appren­
ticeship ceases to exist or whenever a registration is accepted under such 
conditions as would not warrant an acceptance if the facts are presented, 
or when there is wiUful noncompliance with the shop and school training 
requirements, the department shall suspend such registration until the 
conditions are remedied or shall cancel such registration, if necessary. 

(b) A registration which has lapsed either through suspension or can­
cellation may be renewed in the same manner as new registrations and 
the department may grant such credit toward completion of the 4-year 
apprenticeship as it may deem proper in each case. 
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(5) PLUMBING INSTRUCTION. A plumbing apprentice's education shall 
include both day school and night school instruction. 

(a) Day school instruction. Unless a graduate of an accredited plumbing 
trade school approved by the department, a plumbing apprentice shall 
complete a minimum of 400 hours of day school in plumbing related in­
struction. 

1. All day school courses shall be approved by the department and the 
state joint apprenticeship committee. 

2. The 400 hours of day school shaIl include instruction in: 

a. The state uniform plumbing code; 

b. Rek.ted plumbing science; and 

c. Plumbing trade mathematics. 

3. The 400 hours of day school instruction shall include at least 36 
hours per year in each of the following: 

a. Related plumbing science; and 

b. Plumbing trade mathematics. 

4. All day school courses shall include a final written competency ex­
amination. 

a. Competency examinations shall be approved by the department and 
the state joint apprenticeship committee. 

b. In order to receive the hourly credit for a day school course, a 
plumbing apprentice shaIl successfuIly pass the course's final compe­
tency examination. 

c. In order to pass a competency examination, a grade of 75% or 
greater shall be obtained. 

d. Failure to pass a competency examination shall necessitate the· 
plumbing apprentice to repeat the day school course in order to receive 
credit for the course. 

e. The results of the competency examinations shall be immediately 
forwarded to the apprenticeship and training division of the department 
of industry, labor and human relations. 

No1e: The mailing address for the apprenticeship and training division is: 

APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING DIVISION 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations 
P.O. Box 7946 
Madison, WI 53707 

(b) Night school instruction. A plumbing apprentice shall complete a 
minimum of 180 hours of night school instruction. 

1. All night school courses shall be approved by the department and 
the state joint apprenticeship committee. 

2. Every night school course shall include a final examination. 

a. Final examinations shall be approved by the department. 
Register, August, 1988, No. 392 
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b, Completion of each night school course shaIl be contingent upon the 
successful passage of the final examination. 

c. The minimum passing grade for a final examination shall be estab-
lished by the state joint apprenticeship committee. . 

d. Failure to pass a final examination shaIl necessitate the plumbing 
apprentice to repeat the night school instruction in order to receive credit 
for the course, 

e. The results of the final examinations shall be immediately forwarded 
to the apprenticeship and training division of the department of indus­
try, labor and human relations. 

NOle: The mailing address for the apprenticeship and training division is: 

APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING DIVISION 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations 
P.O. Box 7946 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 

3. The 180 hours of night school shall include instruction in: 

a. Welding; 

b. First aid; 

c. Transitj 

d. Domestic water heating; 

e. Related plumbing science; 

f. Iilueprint reading; 

g. Basic properties of water including water conditioning; 

h. State uniform plumbing code; or 

i. MisceIlaneous subjects whose courses have been requested by the 
local joint apprenticeship committee and approved by the department 
and the state joint apprenticeship committee. 

4. Every plumbing apprentice shall complete night school courses in 
welding, first aid and transit. 

5. Credit toward the required minimum 180 hours of night school in-
struction shall not include more than: 

a. Sixty hours of courses in welding; 

h. Fifteen hours of courses in first aid; and 

c, Twenty hours of courses in transit. 

(6) PRACTICAL TRAINING. A plumbing apprentice shall receive practi­
cal training in all phases of plumbing; 

(a) First 3 years. During the first 3 years of apprenticeship plumbing 
apprentices shall be given the opportunity to instaIl plumbing material 
as their skill may permit under the immediate supervision of a journey­
man or master plumber licensed in Wisconsin. 

(b) Fourth year. During the fourth year of apprenticeship plumbing 
apprentices may make plumbing installations as their acquired skill will 
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permit under general supervision of a master plumber licensed in Wis­
consin. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1-83: r. and reef. (3), Register, May, 1988, 
No. 389, eff. 6-1-88; reprinted to correct error in (3), Register, August, 1988, No. 392. 

ILHR 81.03 Registered learners. (1) QUALIFICATION FOR REGISTRATION. 
All applicants for registration as registered learners shall have reached 
the age of 16 years and shall have completed the 12th grade in school or 
its equivalent. 

(2) REGISTRATION. Pursuant to s. 145.07 (7) (a), Stats., every plumb­
ing learner shall register with the department. Registration forms shall 
be furnished by the department which shall require the applicants to in­
dicate their name, age, schooling, beginning date of employment, name 
and address of employer, work classification and such other information 
as the department may require. 

Note: See s. 145.14 (2), Stats" for type of work classifications and the work permitted under 
each. 

(3) RESPONSIBILITY OF EMPLOYER. (a) Registration as a registered 
learner may not be accepted unless the particular organization in which 
the learner is to work is equipped to have a learner in the specific re­
stricted classification for which learner is requesting registration and the 
master plumber in charge is qualified to train the learner in the specific 
restricted classification. The master plumber in charge shall see that the 
requirements as to both practical and school training are complie:d with 
in accordance with subs. (5) and (6). The master plumber in charge shall 
report to the department any changes made in the relation to the contin­
ued employment of a learner. All changes in relation to the continued 
employment of registered learners shall be subject to the approval of the 
department. 

(b) For each registered learner there shall be at least .one journeyman 
plumber or journeyman plumber-restricted. For this purpose, a master 
plumber or master plumber-restricted m~y act as a journeyman plumber 
or a journeyman plumber-restricted, respectively. 

(4) SUSPENSION OR CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION. (a) Whenever the 
employment of a registered learner is terminated or whenever a registra­
tion is accepted under such conditions as would not warrant an accep­
tance if the facts are presented, or when there is willful noncompliance 
with the shop and school training requirements, the department shall 
suspend such registration until the conditions are remedied br shall can­
cel such registration, if necessary. 

(b) A registration which has lapsed either through suspension or can­
cellation may be renewed in the same manner as a new registration and 
the department may grant such credit toward completion of the I-year 
learner program as it may deem proper in each case. 
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(c) A person's registration as a registered learner shall be cancelled if 
the registrant has not completed the plumbing instruction requirements 
of sub. (5) and has not applied and taken the initial examination for a 
journeyman plumber-restricted license within 18 months from the date 
of learner registration. 

(d) A person whose learner registration is cancelled shall consult with 
the department and obtain department approval before re-registering. 
The department may permanently cancel a learner's registration. 

(5) PLUMBING INSTRUCTION. Unless a graduate of an accredited 
plumbing trade school approved by the department, a registered learner 
shall complete a minimum of 100 units of educational credit in plumbing 
related instruction. 

(a) All educational courses and their corresponding units of credit shall 
be approved by the department, 

1. All approved courses shall be set up in a competency based instruc­
tion format. 

2. Courses may be taken through a correspondence format with the 
approval of the department. 

3. All approved courses shall include a final examination. 

4. Completion of an approved course shan be contingent upon the suc­
cessful passage of the final examination. 

5. In order to pass a final examination, a grade of 75% or greater shall 
be obtained, 

6. Failure to pass a final examination shall necessitate the registered 
learner to repeat the course. 

a. Failure of a final examination shall result in the probation of a 
learner's registration for a period of not more than one year. 

h. A second failure in the final examination of the same course shall 
result in the cancellation of a learner's registration. 

7, The results of the final examinations shall be immediately forwarded 
to the department. 

(b) A registered learner in a sewer service classification shall obtain a 
minimum of 100 units of educational credit in the courses specified in 
Table 81.03-1. 

TABLE 81.03·1 
REGISTERED LEARNER-SEWER SERVICE 

Subject Areas 

State Uniform Plumbing Code 
Blueprint Reading 
Transit or Builder's Level 
Construction Related Mathematics 
~'irst Aid and Safety 
Other Approved Substitute 
Subjects 

Minimum Educational Credits 
in Units 

40 
20 
10 
20 
10 

(As permitted by the 
department) 

Register, May, 1988. No. 389 
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(C) A registered learner in an appliances, equipment and devices classi­
fication shall obtain a minimum of 100 units of educational credit in the 
courses specified in Table 81.03-2. 

TABLE 81.03-2 
REGISTERED LEARNER-APPLIANCE, EQUIPMENT 

AND DEVICES 

Subject Areas 

State Uniform Plumbing Code 
Blueprint Reading 
Plumbing Related Mathematics 
Appliance & Equipment Servicing 
Other Approved Substitute 
Subjects 

Minimum Educational Credits 
in Units 

40 
20 
10 
30 

(As permitted by the 
department) 

(6) PRACTICAL TRAINING. The learner shall receive instruction and ex­
perience in all branches of the type of plumbing as restricted under regis­
tration. The learner shall be given the opportunity to install plumbing 
materials as the learner's skill will permit under the specific registration. 
All work shall be performed under the immediate supervision of a jour­
neyman or master plumber or journeyman plumber or master plumber­
restricted, licensed in Wisconsin. 

Hislury: Cr. Register. April, 1983, No. 328, ell. 5-1-83; r. and reer. (3), Register, May, 1988, 
No. :389, eff. 6-1-88. 

ILHR 81.04 Qualifications for liccmmrc examinations. (I) GENERAL. Ap­
plicants for examination for licensure as a master plumber, master 
plumber-restricted, journeyman plumber, or journeyman plumber-re­
stricted shall comply with the qualification requirements specified in s. 
145,07, Stats. 

(2) MASTER PLUMBER APPLICANTS. A person who has acquired a jour­
neyman plumber license from the department and who has obtained, in 
less than 3 years from the acquisition date of the journeyman plumber 
license, a master plumber license from another state or a municipality 
outside the state shall acquire at least 1,000 hours of experience per year 
for 3 or more consecutive years as a licensed plumber to be eligible for 
licensure examination as a Wisconsin master plumber. 

(3) ENGINEERING GRADUATES. Engineering graduates of an approved 
engineering school or college who are applying for examination for licen­
sure as a master plumber shall have received a degree in civil engineering, 
mechanical engineering, agricultural engineering or other approved engi­
neering curriculum related to plumbing. Such applicants shall submit 
their college transcripts to the department along with their licensure ap­
plications. Department acceptance of such applications shall be contin­
gent upon the approval of the applicant's college transcripts. 

Hislury: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, ell. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.05 Plumbing licensure examinations. (l) GENERAL. Not less 
than 4 examinations for the licensing of journeyman and master plumb­
ers and journeyman plumber and master plumbers-restricted shall be 
conducted annually at such time and place as the department may di­
rect. Application forms for examination for licensure may be obtained 
from the department. 
Register, May, 1988, No. 389 
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(2) ApPLICATIONS. (a) All applications for licensure examination shall 
be received by the department at least 4 weeks prior to the date of the 
examination. Failure to have the application on file with the department 
within the required time shall necessitate postponement of the appli­
cant's appearance to the next examination. 

Ib) All applications shall expire after a period of one year from the date 
of filing. 

(c) All applicants for licensure examinations shall submit the appropri­
ate proof of experience, skill and proof of completion of the required edu­
cational instruction as required by either s. ILHR 81.02 (5) or 81.03 (5) 
including, but not limited to, grades for competency examinations and 
course examinations. 

~oh': See s. ILIIR 81.04 and 85,145.07 and 145.09, Stats" for the types of experience, skill 
and instruction required. 

13) FEES. Fees for the examinations are regulated by s. 145.08, Stats. 
Fees for licensure examination shall be nonrefundable. 

(4) NOTICE OF EXAMINATION TO APPLICANTS. Notice of the time and 
place of examination shall be sent by first class mail to those who have 
approved applications on file. Such notice shall be mailed to the address 
given on the application form and shall be presented by the applicant to 
gain admittance to the examination room. Failure to receive the notice 
due to change in address shan not be the responsibility of the depart­
ment. 

(5) NONATTENDANCE AT EXAMINATION. Failure to appear at a sched­
uled licensure examination without giving prior notice to the department 
shall necessitate the submittal of a reexamination fee in order to main­
tain a valid examination application. 

(6) CHARACTER OF EXAMINATIONS. (a) The examination shall be con­
ducted by the plumbers' council. The examination shall consist of writ­
ten and practical tests. No oral examjnations shall be given. The exami­
nation shall cover the theory and practice of plumbing, the 
interpretation of charts, blueprints and plans of plumbing installations, 
and such other tests as the committee may deem necessary. 

(b) Examinations shall consist of the following: 

1. Written work based on the state uniform plumbing code; 

2. Chart work based on the state uniform plumbing code; and 

3. Practical plumbing work. 

I c) Applicants shall participate in all portions of examination and shall 
acquire a passing grade in each portion to become eligible for licensure. A 
grade of 75% or greater in each portion shaH be considered a passing 
grade. 

(d) The department may conduct oral reviews with applicants after 
completion of the examination. 

17) MATERIALS USED IN EXAMINATION. Applicants shall furnish the 
necessary tools and material for the examination as requested by the ex­
aminers. 

Register. May, 1988, No. 389 
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(8) REEXAMINATION. (a) Qualified applicants failing a licensure exami­
nation may apply for reexamination in accordance with the procedures 
of sub. (2). 

:\o[e: Pursuant to ss. 145.03, 145.06, and 145.14, Stats .• after the expiration of an appren~ 
ticeship term or a learner's registration term, no apprentice or registered learner may engage 
in or work at plumbing, unless the person secures a journeyman plumber license, a journeyw 
man plumbel'-restricted license or is re-indentured as an apprentice or is re-registered as a 
learner. 

(b) Applicants failing a licensure examination shall be reexamined 
only in those portions failed. 

(9) ApPLICATION FOR LICENSE. An applicant who has successfully 
passed a licensure examination may submit an application for the appro­
priate license within 60 days from the date the department has mailed 
the examination results. Failure to apply for a license within this time 
period shall necessitate reexamination. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1~83; r. (8) (h), renum. (8) (e) to he (8) (h), 
Register, May, 1988, No. 389, eff. 6~1~88. 

ILHR 81.06 Temporary permits. The department may issue a tempo­
rary permit upon receipt of a completed application and the appropriate 
fee for a qualified person to engage in plumbing work as a master 
plumber, master plumber-restricted, journeyman plumber or journey­
man plumber-restricted. Applicants for temporary permits shall comply 
with all other applicable rules and statutes. 

il) SPECIAL EXAMINATION. (a) The department shall require passage 
of a special examination to determine the qualifications of an applicant 
before a temporary permit may be issued. 

(b) Special examinations for temporary permits shall be conducted in 
accordance with s. ILHR 81.05 (6). 

(2) EXPIRATION. Temporary permits shall become void upon the date 
of the first corresponding licensure examination following issuance of a 
temporary permit and shall be surrendered to the department. 

(3) LIMITATIONS. Not more than 2 temporary permits shall be issued 
to an individual in any 12-month period. 

Hi~torr: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1..g3. 

ILHR 81.07 Exchange of licenses without examination. All master 
plumbers or master plumbers-restricted in good standing and currently 
licensed by the department who work as journeyman plumbers or jour­
neyman plumbers-restricted may, upon application and upon payment 
of the appropriate initial license fee, be issued either journeyman 
plumber licenses or journeyman plumber-restricted licenses, respec­
tively, without licensure examination; A currently licensed journeyman 
plumber or journeyman plumber-restricted who has renewed a master 
plumber's license within 5 years preceding the date of application for 
exchange, may be relicensed as either a master plumber or master 
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plumber-restricted, respectively, upon the payment of the renewal fee 
and without licensure examination. 

History: Cr. Registel', April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.08 Plumber license-retiree. The department may issue to a 
person who has a valid license as a master plumber, master plumber­
restricted, journeyman plumber or journeyman plumber-restricted and 
who is at least 62 years old or is physically unable to carry out the re­
sponsibilities of the profession, a plumber's license designated as retiree 
for the respective category. 

(1) ISSUANCE. A plumber license-retiree shall be issued upon receipt of 
a completed application and the fee as specified in s. ILHR 81.16. 

(2) EXPIRATION. A plumber license-retiree shall not have an expiration 
date, but may be suspended or revoked as specified in s. ILHR 81.14. 

(3) RESTRICTION. A person holding a plumber license-retiree may not 
engage or offer to engage in any plumbing work except that which is per­
mitted under s. 145.06 (4), Stats. 

(4) RENEWAL. A person holding a plumber license-retiree may renew 
their old active license without .licensure examination provided the ap­
propriate license renewal fee as specified in s. ILHR 81.16. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.09 Utility contractor license and registration of pipe layers. (1) 
PROOF OF EXPERIENCE. Proof of experience and skill in the planning, su­
perintending and practical installation shall be provided by all persons 
making application for a utility contractor license. The application shall 
be presented to the department on forms provided by the department. 
The application shall be accompanied by the appropriate license fee spec­
ified in s. ILHR 81.16. In addition, the following documents shall be pro­
vided to the department: 

(a) At least 2 letters from municipalities, or metropolitan sewage dis­
tricts, where utilities were installed, or an architect or engineer, evidenc­
ing skill in the planning, superintending and practical installation of san­
itary sewers, storm sewers or water service piping installations; 

(b) An indication of the length of skilled utility contracting experience; 

(c) A description of all related experience and training of the person 
seeking licensure; and 

(d) A document providing such other information the department 
may require. 

(2) ApPLiCATION AND QUALIFICATION. (a) All applicants for a utility 
contractor license, if not seU-employed, shall provide the name of their 
employer. 

(b) Should the licensed utility contractor leave the employ of a utility 
contracting firm, the firm may not be qualified to do business as a utility 
contracting firm after 30 days unless another employe becomes licensed 
as a utility contractor. 
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(3) REGISTRA1'ION. The person who qualifies a utility contracting firm 
shall register with the department, on forms furnished by the depart­
ment. 

(4) PIPE LAYERS. The utility contractor shall be responsible for em­
ploying registered pipe layers. 

(a) Registration. The utility contractor shall submit the names of em­
ployes to be registered as pipe layers with the department. Registration 
forms shall be furnished by the department. The name, age, education, 
beginning date of employment of each pipe layer and such other informa­
tion as the department may require shall be submitted. 

(b) Qualificationsfor registration. All applicants for registration as pipe 
layers shall be at least 18 years of age. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328. eff. 5-1-83, 

ILHR 81.10 Licensing of automatic fire sprinkler fitters and contractors. 
(1) ApPRENTICESHIP. (a) General. The department may determine and 
prescribe the conditions under which any person may serve an automatic 
fire sprinkler system apprenticeship. Credit shall be granted for educa­
tional and training programs approved by the department. Every per­
son, regardless of age, commencing an automatic fire sprinkler system 
apprenticeship after July 1, 1973; shall be indentured under ch. 106, 
Stats. The term of an automatic fire sprinkler system apprentice shall be 
4 years, but the department may upon application of the apprentice or 
the apprentice's employer or both, extend the term, but an extension 
shall not exceed one year. After expiration of an apprenticeship term no 
apprentice may engage in the business of automatic fire sprinkler system 
work either as an apprentice or as journeyman automatic fire sprinkler 
fitter unless after the expiration of the apprenticeship term the appren­
tice secures a journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter's license. In case 
of failure to pass the examinaHon for the license, the apprentice may 
continue to serve as an apprentice but not beyond the time for reexami­
nation for a journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter's license, as pre­
scribed in sub. (4) (f). 

(b) Registration. Every automatic fire sprinkler system apprentice 
shall register with the department within 30 days after beginning the 
apprenticeship. Registration forms shall be furnished by the depart­
ment. All applicants shall indicate their name, age, preliminary school­
ing, beginning date of indenture, name and address of employer and such 
other information as the department may require. 

(c) Qualifications. All applicants for registration as apprentices shall 
have reached the age of 16 years and have completed the 12th grade in 
school or its equivalent. Applicants who have not completed the 12th 
grade or its equivalent shall attend part-time school at least 4 hours per 
week during the entire period of their apprenticeship or until such time 
the apprentice graduates from 12th grade. 

(d) Practical training. 1. The apprentice shall receive instruction and 
experience in all branches of automatic fire sprinkler system installa­
tions. 

2. During the first 2 years of apprenticeship, the apprentice shaH be 
given the opportunity to install automatic fire sprinkler system material 
as the apprentice's skill permits. The apprentice shall be under the imme­
Register, February, 1985, No. 350 
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diate supervision of a journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter licensed 
in Wisconsin. 

3. During the third and fourth years of apprenticeship an apprentice 
may, under general supervision of a licensed journeyman automatic fire 
sprinkler fitter, make only those automatic fire sprinkler system installa­
tions as the apprentice's skill permits. 

(e) School credits. Apprentice applicants who have attended accredited 
trade school courses in automatic fire sprinkler systems may receive up 
to 6 months credit toward their apprenticeship for each school year com­
pleted. Any attendance of less than one year may not receive recognition. 

(I) Responsibility of employer. The contractor for whom the apprentice 
is to work shall be equipped and qualified to train apprentices. Shop and 
school training requirements established in s. 106.01 (5) (d), Stats., shall 
be met. Any changes made in relation to the continued employment and 
training of apprentices shall be reported to the department. 

(g) Suspension. If an apprenticeship ceases to exist, if registration is 
accepted with incomplete or inaccurate information, or if willful non­
compliance with the shop and school training requirements exists, the 
department shall suspend a registration until the deficiencies are reme­
died. The department may cancel registration. A registration which has 
lapsed either through suspension or cancellation may be renewed in the 
same manner as new registrations. The department may grant credit 
toward completion of the 4-year apprenticeship. 

(2) JOURNEYMAN AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER FITTER LICENSE. (a) Ap­
plication. Application for a journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter li­
cense shall be made on forms provided by the department. 

(b) Proof of experience. Proof of experience, skill and related instruc­
tion shall be provided by all applicants for licenses as part of the applica­
tion. Proof shall consist of a completed accredited apprenticeship pro­
gram in automatic fire sprinkler systems installation or a list of 5 
installations instal1ed in a one-year period prior to March 1, 1967, with 
the following items included for each specific installation listed: 

1. Installation hours per job and number of sprinkler heads installed in 
each system. Sprinkler heads taken off domestic water supply shall not 
qualify; 

2. A minimum of 1,000 hours per year engaged in automatic fire sprin­
kler systems instalIation; and 

3. Other information the department may require. 

(3) AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER CONTRACTOR LICENSE. (a) Application. 
Application for an automatic fire sprinkler contractor license shall be 
made on forms provided by the department. 

(b) Proof of experience. Proof of experience, skill and background shall 
be provided by all applicants for an automatic fire sprinkler contractor 
license. Proof shall consist of a letter of past business contact from a gen­
eral contractor, a customer, an architect or engineer and the approving 
agency, such as, but not limited to, an insurance company and a list of 5 
installations of automatic fire sprinkler systems installed in a one-year 
period prior to March I, 1967, with the following items included for each 
specific installation listed: 

Register, February, 1985, No. 350 
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1. InstaI1ation hours per job and number of sprinkler heads installed in 
each system. Sprinkler heads taken off domestic water supply shall not 
qualify; 

2. Approval agency,for each installation listed; and 

3. Other information the department may require. 

(c) Responsibility. The individual making application or writing the 
examination for the automatic fire sprinkler contractor license shall be a 
principal or officer of the firm who shall be knowledgeable and responsible 
for the design, installation and certification of all automatic fire sprinkler 
systems or portions of systems installed by the licensed contractor. 

(d) Termination. The individual who has qualified the contractor for 
licensure shall remain as a principal or officer of the firm. Upon separa­
tion of such individual for any reason from the contractor's employ, the 
firm shall be required to have the replacement show evidence of qualifica­
tions by application to the department. The change shall be registered 
with the department within 90 days. Where deemed necessary, the de­
partment may require a written or oral examination to evaluate the 
qualification of the replacement. An individual may qualify only one au­
tomatic fire sprinkler contracting firm at anyone time. 

(e) Registration. The automatic fire sprinkler contractor shall register 
with the department the principal or officer who qualifies the contractor 
for licensure on forms provided by the department. 

(4) EXAMINATIONS. (a) General. At least 2 a\jtomatic fire sprinkler sys­
tem examinations for the licensing of journeyman and contractors shall 
be conducted annually at such time and place as the department may 
direct. An apprentice shall be eligible to make application for examina­
tion 90 days prior to the expiration and completion date of the inden­
tured apprenticeship. A license shall be issued upon receipt of a passing 
grade in the examination and expiration of the apprenticeship. Applica­
tion forms for examination for licensure and renewal of licenses may be 
obtained from the department. 

(b) Date of filing application. All applications for examination shall be 
received by the department at least 4 weeks prior to the date of examina­
tion. Failure to have the application on file with the department within 
the required time shall necessitate postponement of the applicant's ap­
pearance to the next examination. All applications shall expire after a 
period of one year from the date of filing. 

(c) Notice oj examination. Notice of the time and place of examination 
shall be sent by first class mail to those who have approved applications 
on file. Such notice shall be mailed to the address given on the application 
form and shall be presented by the applicant to gain admittance to the 
examination room. Failure to receive the notice due to change in address 
shall not be the responsibility of the department. 

(d) Character of examinations. 1. The examination shall be conducted 
by the automatic fire sprinkler system contractors and journeymen coun­
cil. The examinations shaIl consist of written tests and may be practical 
or oral in part. The examination shall cover the theory and practice of 
automatic fire sprinkler systems, the interpretation of charts, blueprints 
and plans of automatic fire sprinkler system installations, and such other 
tests as the committee may deem necessary. 
Register, February, 1985, No. 350 
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2. Applicants shall participate in all portions of the examination and 
shall acquire a grade of 75% or greater to be eligible for licensure. Appli­
cants who fail to acquire a passing grade shall be required to rewrite the 
complete examination. 

(e) Materials used in examination. Applicants shall furnish the neces­
sary tools and materials for the examination as requested by the examin­
ers. 

(f) Reexamination. Applicants failing an initial examination may be 
reexamined within 3 months. Applicants may not be eligible for a second 
reexamination until the expiration of 6 months after the first reexamina­
tion, and not for the third and subsequent reexaminations until the expi­
ration of one year after the last reexamination. 

(5) TEMPORARY PERMITS. Temporary permits shall become void upon 
the date of the first examination following issuance of the permit and 
shall be surrendered to the department. Not more than 2 temporary per­
mits may be issued to an individual or contractor in any 12-month pe­
riod, or not more than 3 temporary permits shall be issued in a 5-year 
period. Applicants for temporary permits shall comply with all other ap­
plicable rules and statutes. 

(6) ALLOWABLE MAINTENANCE. The weekly or monthly testing of 
sprinkler alarm equipment, fire pumps, valves, or appurtenances; the re­
filling of storage and pressure tanks; or the replacement of automatic fire 
sprinkler heads under emergency conditions, shall not require licensure 
under ch. 145, Stats. 

History: Or. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eft'. 5-1-83; am. (l)(a), (d)2. and 3. and (g), Reg­
ister, January, 1984, No. 337, err. 2-1-84. 

ILHR 81.11 Registration for the maintenance of automatic fire sprinklers. 
(1) GENERAL. Unless a temporary permit is secured in accordance with 
sub. (4), a business establishment shall obtain a registration certificate 
from the department prior to initiating any repair or maintenance activi­
ties to an existing automatic fire sprinkler system within its facilities. 

(2) ApPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE. A business establish­
ment applying for an automatic fire sprinkler maintenance registration 
certificate shall: 

(a) Submit to the department a completed application on forms fur­
nished by the department; 

Note: Application for registration certificate is to be made on form SBD 6796. 

(b) Submit to the department the registration fee specified in s. ILHR 
81.16; and 

(c) Employ at least one person: 

1. Who is to be responsible for the repair and maintenance activities to 
the existing automatic fire sprinkler system; and 

2. Who has demonstrated a knowledge of repairing and maintaining an 
automatic fire sprinkler system by passing a department examination. 

(3) DEPARTMENT EXAMINATION. (a) At least 3 department examina­
tions for a person of a business establishment which is seeking an auto­
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rnatic fire sprinkler maintenance registration certificate shall be con­
ducted annually at such time and place as the department may direct. 

(b) All applications for examination shall be received by the depart­
ment at least 4 weeks prior to the date of examination. Failure to have 
the application on file with the department within the required time shall 
necessitate postponement of the applicant's appearance until the next 
examination. All applications shall expire after a period of one year from 
the date of filing. 

(c) An examination fee for each applicant shall be submitted to and 
received by the department prior to the date of the examination. Exami­
nation fees are specified in s. ILHR 81.16. 

(d) Notice of the time and place of examination shall be sent by first 
class mail to those who have approved applications on file. Such notice 
shall be mailed to the address given on the application form and shall be 
presented by the applicant to gain admittance to the examination room. 
Failure to receive the notice due to change in address shall not be the 
responsibility of the department. 

(e) Applicants shall participate in all portions of the examination. A 
grade of 75% or better is required in order to pass the examination. Ap­
plicants who fail to acquire a passing grade shall be required to rewrite 
the complete examination. 

(4) TEMPORARY PERMIT. (a) General. Prior to obtaining an automatic 
fire sprinkler maintenance registration certificate, the department may 
issue a temporary permit to a business establishment to engage in the 
repair and maintenance activities specified in sub. (5) upon submission 
of: 

1. A completed application for an automatic fire sprinkler maintenance 
registration certificate; 

2. Satisfactory evidence documenting the knowledge of automatic fire 
sprinkler systems of the person responsible for the repair and mainte­
nance activities; and 

3. The temporary permit fee specified in s. ILHR 81.16. 

(b) Expiration. A temporary permit shall be void upon the date of the 
first examination following issuance of the permit. 

(5) REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES. A business establishment 
possessing a valid automatic fire sprinkler maintenance registration cer­
tificate or a temporary permit may, within its facilities: 

(a) Replace or repair any component of an existing automatic fire 
sprinkler system including daily maintenance and emergency repairs to 
underground fire mains and fire pumps; and 

(b) Modify or extend an existing automatic fire sprinkler system by no 
more than 15 sprinkler heads per project. 

Note: Section ILHR 51.23 requires that aU installed automatic fire sprinkler systems be 
maintained for efficient service as specified in NFPA No. 13A. 

(6) TERMINATION OF QUALIFYING PERSON. If the person who is respon­
sible for the repair and maintenance activities permitted under sub. (5) 
and who has qualified a business establishment for an automatic fire 
Register, February, 1985, No. 350 
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sprinkler maintenance registration certificate under sub. i2) (e) leaves 
the employment of the business establishment, the business establish­
l1lPnt: 

I a I Shall surrender to the department its automatic fire sprinkler 
maintpuance registration certificate; and 

, b I ~la)' apply for a new automatic fire sprinkler system registration 
certificate 01' a temporary permit. 

,7 i FJ'l'TJ.;R :\IAINTENANCE REGISTRATION. An employe of a business es­
tahlishnwnt possessing a valid automatic fire sprinkler maintenance reg­
istration certificate shaH obtain from the department an automatic fire 
sprinklN litter maintenance registration certificate before engaging in 
an." of the repair or maintenance activities specified in sub. (5). 

I a) Limitation,,, of regi:;lratioll cerriJicale. 1. A person possessing a valid 
automatic fire sprinkler fitter maintenance registration certificate may 
perform the repair and maintenance activities specified in sub. (5) for 
onl~' one busitwss establishment. 

2. The automatic fire sprinkler fitter maintenance registration certifi­
cate shall indicate the specific business establishment for which a person 
ma~' pE'rform thE' repair and maintenance activities specified in sub. (5). 

:3. 1! pon the expiration, revocation or nonrene,val of the automatic fire 
sprinkler maintenance registration certificate of the business establish­
llwnt. all automatic tire sprinkler fitter maintenance registration certifi­
('ates issued under that business establishment shall become invalid. 

t b 1 Applicatiun. A person seeking an automatic fire spr~nkler fitter 
maintenancC' n'gistration certificate shall submit to the department: 

1 .. \ completed application on forms furnished by the department; and 

\uil'; .\ppli(·;tl ion !or till('t' n'~i~tralif)n (,l'rtitieatEo' is to bl' mad!' on form ~BD 679ft 

2. The registration certilicate fee specified in s. ILHR 81.16. 

'c ' Termiua/ion (~f empiollmenl. If for any reason an employe possessing 
a yalid '-\utomati(' tin' sprinkler fitter maintenance registration certificate 
lea ves t he employment of the business establishment for which the per­
S.OIl may perform t he repair and maintenance activities specified in sub. 
[ 5 '. the rrgist ration certilicate shall expire on the day of termination. 

[B \ RgVOCATIO:\ 01<' CgRTIFICATES. Pursuant to s. ILHR 81.14, the de­
partment may re\'oke any automatic fire sprinkler maintenance registra­
t ion certificate of a business establishment or any automatic fire sprin­
kler titter maintenancE' registration certificate. 

[91 TgSTING A!\D E)'IEHGENCY REPAIRS. The weekly or monthly testing 
of sprinkler alarm E'quipment, fire pumps, valves, or appurtenances; the 
refilling of storage and pressure tanks; or replacement of automatic fire 
:-:prinkler heads under emergency conditions. shall not require registra­
tion under this subchapter. 

II,HH 1'\ I .12 Expira(ion of 1i<'l'llst's and rt'giRlraliolls. Except as provided 
in ~S. ILHl{ gl.OH 12, and 81.16 171, no license or registration issued 
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under this subchapter shall be valid for longer than one year and all li­
censes and registrations shall expire on December 31 of each year. 

(1) A license or a registration may be renewed upon application and 
payment of a renewal fee received by the department prior to the date of 
expiration. 

(2) A license or a registration may be .renewed upon application and 
payment of a renewal fee and late fee received by the department within 
3 months following the date of expiration. 

(31 The department may renew a license or a registration upon appli­
calion and payment of a renewal fee and a late fee received by the depart­
ment more than 3 months following the date of expiration, if it is deter­
mined that the applicant has good cause for not making an application 
for renewal within the 3 months following the date of expiration. 

lIi~tnry: Cr. Register. April. HJ83, ~o. 328, cIT. 5-1-83; r. and reC'r. Registel', :\Iay, 1988, :s o. 
31.;9. ('IT. li-1-88, 

ILHH Hl.l:3 Lin'nse and r{'gi!;trntion rl'newal. (1) ANNUAL NOTICI'} FOR 
RBNJoJWAL QIt' LICENSBS AND REGISTRATIONS, Notice for the renewal of li­
censes and registrations issued under this subchapter shall be sent to all 
licensees'and registrants whose licenses or registrations were in force dur­
ing the previous year. 

(a) A renewal notice shall be sent to the address given on the latest 
license or registration renewal form on file with the department. 

(b) A licensee shaH be responsible for notifying the department of any 
change in the licensee's mailing address. 

(c j Failure to receive a notice for license or registration renewal shall 
not be an excuse for failure to renew. 

(2) RENEWAL APPLICATION. License renewal shall be contingent upon 
the completion of the appropriate renewal application. The renewal ap­
plication may include a department survey relative to the use of the ap­
plicant's license or registration. ~~ailure to complete the survey shall re­
sult in the denial for renewal of a license 01' registration. 

(31 DELINQUENT OR ELAPSED LICENSES. (a) Plumber licenses. 1. Ivlaster 
pllJmber and master plumber-restricted licenses shall be renewed within 
5 years from the date of issuance. li'ailure to do so shall require reexami­
nation to again qualify for licensure, Renewal of a delinquent 01' elapsed 
master plumber license or master plumber-restricted license that has not 
been renewed in accordance with s. ILHR 81.12 shall require the appli­
cant to. have a valid journeyman plumber license or journeyman 
plumber-l'estricted license, respectively. Upon the renewal of the master 
license, a licensee may exchange their license for- the appropriate jour­
neyman license in accordance with s. ILHR 81,07. 

2. Journeyman plumber and journeyman plumber-restricted licenses 
shall be renewed in accordance with s, ILHR 81.12. Failure to do so shall 
require reexamination to again qualify for licensure. 

3. \Vith respect to s. 145.05 n), Stats., a person, who as a municipal 
plumbing inspector of a city of the first, second or third class, having a 
system of waterworks 01' sewerage, has not renewed their respective 
plumbing license annually, upon termination as a municipal plumbing 
RI'I!Jstet·, .\Iay, lVSS, ~o. 38V 
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inspector may renew their respective plumbing license without payment 
of a late renewal fee and without licensure re-examination, if a renewal 
application is submitted within the licensure year when termination Oc­
curs. Failure to do so shall require re-examination to again qualify for 
licensure. Municipal inspectors who- do. not .renew their respective 
plumbing licenses annually may not engage in the installation of plumb­
ing in accordance with s.145.06. Stats. 

(b) UtilityconlracloT licenses .. Whenever a person Jails to renew a utiJ­
ity..contractor license for-a period of 3 years, the--departmentshall require 
evidence to show that the renewal app1icant is competent to perform the 
work of-utility c~ntractor befor~ such_li~ense i,s renewed. -

(c) Automatic sprinkler licenses. Whenever a'person fai1s to renew a 
sprinkler fitter or contractor license for a period of 2 years, the depart­
ment shall require evidence- to sh,ow-that'lhe applicant for:renewal is 
competent td perforin the work-of either a contractor or joUrneyman fire 
sprinkler fitter before such a license is renewed. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1-83i am. (3) la) 1. and-Z., Regis'ter, May, 
1988, No. 389, eff. s..1-88. . 

ILHR 81.135 Continuing education. -(1) -IMPLEMENTATION;:Except as 
provided in sub. (3) (b), this section applies to alllIlaster plulIlbers, mas­
ter plumbers-restricted, journeyman plumb~rs and journ~YUian plumb­
ers-restricted applying for renewal of their 1993 plumber-license-s and 
each subsequent license renewal. 

(2) TyPES OF LICENSES. (a) Full-licensed plumbers" Each .master 
plumber and jour.neyman plumber at the time of applying foT' license re­
newal shall certify to the department that. he or she has or willha YO com­
pleted at feast 6 hours of acceptable continuing education in th_e _year 
preceding the 1icense renewal due date, except as provided in sub. (3). 
Gertifieatitm of continuing- edu~ation 'compliapce shall De in-dicated on 
thelicens. renewal application specified under s. IHLR 81.13 (2). . 

(b) Restricted-licensed plumbers. Each master plumber-restricted and 
journeyman plumber-restricted at the time 'of applying fat lic'ense re­
newal shall certifyto the department that he or she has or willh"ve com­
pleted at least 3 hours 'of" acceptable' continuing education relative to 
their classification in the year preceding the. license ,renewal- due_ .d_ate, 
except as provided in sub,. (3). Cectification of continuin~ education com­
pliance shaH be indicated on the license renewal applIcation specified 
under s. ILHR 81.13 (2). 

(3) EXEMPTIONS. (a)·A plumber may apply· to· the department for 
'Waiver of the continuing education requirements for a'specific license re­
newal year on the grounds of prolonged illness or disability or_ similar 
circumstan(!es. Each application for waiver shall be considered individu-
ally on its merits by the department. . 

(b) A journeyman plumber or journeyman- plumber-restricted is not 
required to complete any hours of continuing education in toe year in 
which the person has obtained their initial license as a journeyman 
plumber or journeyman plumber-restricted. 

(4) PROGRAM SPECIFICATIONS. (a) 1. Only courses, programs and 'semi­
nars' approved in writirig by the department shall be 'used for credit to 
fulfill continuing education requirements. 

Re_gister, August, 1991, No. 428 
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2. The department shall consult with the plumbers council as to the 
types or categories of courses, prograins and seminars which are to. be 
considered for continuing e,d:ucation credit~ 

(b) Requests for a course; program or seminar to. be recognized for ap­
proval shall be submitted in writing to the department at least 30 days 
prior to. the first day the course, program or seminar is to. be conducted. 

1. Requests for approval shall include sufficient information to deter­
mine if the course, program.or seminar complies. with this subsec~ion. 

2. The department sl,1all review and make a determinati~n c:>TI a, r~qtiest 
for approval within 15 business days of receipt of the request and infor­
mation necessary -to. complete the- review. 

(c) 'ThirtY·hIjn~tes .of atttmdance -,iii_ ari approved' course; . prog;a~ or 
.seminar shall be'deemed equal to aD minlltes of acceptahle continuing 
education. ' ' .. 

(d) .Courses, programs and seminars to. be,considered for· approval 
towards contiiming education credit shall relate to: 

. 1~ The' license.classifi~tion pr classifications;. 

" 2. The'design, instal1ation, 'lPaiIiteruin~e, inspection, ,p'l~nni~g, or su-
f)eri!'ten,(lillgof ~lumbing; or '.' , 

3. The plumbing code, chs. ILHR 8lto 86 . 

. (e) 1. The· individml1 or organization providing' an! approved continu­
ing·education course, program ot: seminar shall maintain'an'attendance 
record of, those 'individuals who haveattended and'completed the course, 
program or seminar. . 

2. The'att';ndan~e record ;h~lljnclude the names ~f each attendee 
along with, the attendee's ,plumber license numher and social security 
number. . 

3. A copy of the attendance record shall be forwarded by the person or 
party which had obtained the course or program approval to the, depart­
ment. within 10 days of tl1e cotPPietio1.l. of the course, program or ~eminar. 

Note: ~he mailing address for the attendance records is: 
Bureau of Building Water Systems' 

.. , P;O"Box 7969 .. ' 
Madison. WI 53707 

(f) 1. The department may impose specific conditions in approving a 
course, program or seminar fo.r continuing education credit. 

2. The department may revoke: the approv'al of a course; program or 
seminar for continuing education credit for any false statements, 'misrep­
resentation of facts or violation of the conditions on which the approval 
was based. The department may not revoke the approval of course, pro­
gram or seminar less than 30 days prior to the, course; program or semi­
nar being held. 

(5) EVIDENCE OF COMPLIANCE. Each plumber shall retain evidence of 
compliance with continuing education requirements throughout the li­
cense period for which continuing education credit was required for li­
cense renewal. 

Register, August, 1991, No. 428 



INDUSTRY, LABOR AND HUMAN RELATIONS 20-1 
ILHRRI 

(a) The department shall accept as evidence of compliance original or 
copies of documents, certified by the individual or organization provid­
ing the course, program or seminar, indicating attendance at" and com­
pletion of the continuing .education credit. 

(b) The department may requite a license 'holder to submit ev"idence, of 
c"OInpliance for the continuing education credit which has requ_ired to re-
new the current license. . 

(6) REEXAMINATl()N.(a) Full Jicensed plumbers. failure to obtain. at 
least 12 hours of contiiming equcation credit over 2 consecutive years 
may result' iii an individual having to take, and pasS the appropriate 1i­
censute examination- in accordance wjth s: ILHR 81.05 in order to renew 
a master plumber license or-journeYman' plumber license'. 

(b) Restricted-license(j'plu?nbe;s. Failure, tb. obtai;' at Ie~st ,6· hours of 
coptinuhj.g educ:atiort cred,it over: ,2 conse,cutive years maY re,suIt ,in an 
Individual h~ying to t&ke and p~s the appropriate Hcensure, examina­
tion, in a~cordance,':.with &, JLHR 81.05: 'in, 'orde,r,'Jo_.-rene~ q. rnast~r 
p'lumber-r:~striC,ted lic:ense or journeyman' plumber-restricted. Ji~ens~ or 
journeyman 'plumb~r··re~trictep li,c~n~e., ,-

Hislory::Cr. 'Regist~r', August,"1991, No. 428, '~rr: 'i~f-92. 

ILHR 81.14 Suspension a~d -revocation ~f licen~es. 'Pursuant-'t~' ss. 
145.~0 and 145.l7,Stats,."th,edepartment may suspend .or.revoke the 
!iceIise of pny ,maSter 'p,himber, journeyman pIl,I,mber; _mast~r plumber­
restricted;joilriIeyman plumber: .. restricteQ, utility contr.actor; automatic 
fire, sPl:ink~~r c;ont'rac.tor, or, joqrneymfm .au,tQmatie.fire spri.nkJer fitter .. 

(1) GENERAL. The depattm~nt ~ay s'u~Ben~ or re"'~k~ 'il' hcense fo; -any 
qf. th:e fol1ow;n&. rea~ons:\,~: ' ' 

(aJ The practice of fraud or deceit in obt'aining' a ii~'~nse; , . 
{b) Gross m\gJigence;' incompet~nce o~ misco~d~c't ·i~'the·,~~r~di~~' or 

work. allowed by the license: ' 

(c) Failure to correct an installatfon for whIch the lice~'see 'is '~~spo~~l­
hIe within the time prescribed by the department; and . 

~(Il(': Section 145.10 !l! (b), Stats., indicates that ~he corr~iio~'~f ~n i~~talla~i~n m~~t 
take place within 30 days following notification by th~ department of,a vi9Iat.(on, 

-. '" -.' ',' -' '. -

(d) Falsified information on ari' inspection 'form under s. 144:24 '(lO') 
(c), Stats. 

, '-," '.' .". 

(2) INVESTIGATIONS. The deJ)artment ma'y conduct ~n ip~estigati;on,'oi 
any alleged violations of this chapter or chs .. ILHR 82 al\d~3. Hit is 
determined that no fu.rther action is warranted. the.department ,shall.no:-, 
tif.y the persons affected. If the departinimt determines that'there.-is 
probable cause, it shall order a hearing and notify the persons affected. 

(3) SUMMARY SUSPENSION. In accordance witn s.145.10 (1), Stats., the 
department may summarily suspend any license ager providing not les~ 
than 10 days notice to the licensee, i~ it has reason to b,elieve ,that the 
allegations in the complaints are justified. The summary suspen'sion shaH 
remain in effect until after a hearing finding is reached. 
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(4) HEARINGS. Hearings for the suspension, or revocation ofJicenses 
shall be conducted as contested Case hearings in accordance with ch~ 227, 
StatS., and s. 145.10; Stats.' ' 

(5) FINDINGS. The department may make findings' and enter its order 
on the basis of the facts revealed by itS investigation. Any findings' as a 
result of petition or hearing shall be in writing and ~hall be binding unless 

"appealed to the secretary. ' 

(a) Suspension. The period for suspension shall be !letermined by the 
hearing_examiner-or the:'departniEmt.-The period for suspension may nQt 
~xceed-'one-year. A person whose 1ic.eD.~e baS b~e_n 8llspended, may haye 
the license,reinstatedby, filing a tiew application for licensure"and,pay-
ment 6f the appropriate 'fee specified in ~.' IItH;R 81.16;," , , 

(b) Revocation. The period for revocation shall be determined by the 
'hearing e~aminer or the department., The period'ior ~evocat,ioll shall not 
exceed one'year. A person whoseHcense has oeeit rev:okedshanb~eligible 
for licensure only aitei'thetiriwset forrevocation by department order 
'has passed. A person ' wh'ose licellSe has been tevokedmay ljaxe the li­
cense reinstated on1y after submitting ~icorp.pleted<appIication.for lic~n:" 
sure examination. payment of the examination fee. passing of the exami­
nation and payment of the license fee specified in s. ILHR81.16., 

History:, Cr. Re~ister. A~ril. ~983. No. :'328:', eff. 5~1~83. 

, ILHR 81.15 . Suspension- ao'd ~aDceliatioil of tegHftrati'ori's;.' The. dep<.lrt­
mentmaysuspend'or caricerthe registration of any plu~t,irtg appren,t,ic'e', 
registered learner ,-pipe layer. automatic fire s}lfinkler system apprentice, 
automatic -fire' sprinklet"rnaintenailce-'reglstration 'certificate' or- auto­
matic fire sprinkler fitter maintenance registration certificate_. 

,i .'_ -; " .',., -; .' - - -,,-,~ '. . --: -, ';" - '- '. , . 

(1) GENERAL. The department may suspend orran'cel aregistra'tion 
for any of the following re,asons:, 

(a) The practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining regis.tration; . .' . _. -,' - . . - . 

. (b) F~il~re tocomplet~'the apprenticeship or learner educatioiuil' rec 

quirements of this subchap~er; 

(c) 'G~oss ~egJigence •. ,incompetence 'Or misconduct in the 'practice or 
work allowed by the registration; and 

(d) Willfulnoncomplia~ce with the apprenticeship or learner shop r~­
quirements need~d to obt<.lin re~is~ratio~. 

(2) COMPLAINTS TO APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING DIVISION. The de­
partment. may tile a conmlaint with the apprenticeship and t~aini~g divi­
sion of the department'ofindustry,labor and human relations regarding 
violations.' ofthischapter or chs.ILHR 82 and 83 and request that action 
be taken to terrilinate or reassign the apprenticeship contract or 
agreement. 

(3) NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OR CANCELLATION. UponsllspE)nsion or can­
cellation of any registration, the department shall notify the affected per, 
sons in writing stating 'the reasons for suspension or cancellation. The 
notice shall be made by affidavit of mailing or certified mail sent to the 
address filed with the application for registration. 
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(4) HEARINGS. Upon receipt of notice of registration, suspension or 
cancellation, the registrant may submit a written request for a contested 
case hearing in accordance with ch. 227. Stats. The right to hearing shaH 
be considered waived, if the registrant fails to submit the request within 
30 days after notice of registration, suspension or cancellation. Hearings 
shall be conducted by the department. 

Hislory: Cr. Register. April, 1983. No. 328, eO'. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.16 Examination, licensure & registration fees. (1) MASTER 
PLUMBER. The fees shall be as follows for master plumber: 

(a) Examination fee. Master plumber examination, $50. Each subse­
quent examination, $30. 

N ext page is numbered 21 
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(b) License fee. Master plumber license, $75 and $75 for each renewal 
of license, if application is made prior to January 1, annually; after that 
date an additional fee of $20. 

(c) Temporary permit fee. Temporary permit pending examination and 
issuance of license for master plumber, $200. The fee shall cover the ex­
amination fee prescribed and the license fee for the year in which issued. 

(2) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER FEES. The fees shall be as follows for jour­
neyman plumber: 

(a) Examination fee. Journeyman plumber examination, $30. Each 
subsequent examination, $20. 

(b) License fee. Journeyman plumber license, $30 and $30 for each re­
newal of license, if application is made prior to January 1, annually; after 
that date an additional fee of $10. 

(c) Temporary permitJee. Temporary permit pending examination and 
issuance of license for journeyman plumber, $75. The fee shall cover the 
examination fee prescribed and the license fee for the year issued. 

(3) PLUMBING APPRENTICE. A $15 registration fee shall be paid at the 
time of registration and for each subsequent calendar year during which 
the apprentice is engaged in the plumbing apprenticeship. 

(4) MASTER PLUMBER-RESTRICTED. The fees shall be as follows for 
master plumber-restricted: 

(a) Examination fee. Master plumber-restricted examination, $50. 
Each subsequent examination, $30. 

(b) Licensefee. Master plumber-restricted license, $75 and $75 for each 
renewal of license, if application is made prior to January 1, annually; 
after that date an additional fee of $20. 

(c) Temporary permitJee. Temporary permit pending examination and 
issuance of license for master plumber-restricted, $200. The fee shall 
coyer the examination fee prescribed and the license fee for the year in 
which issued. 

(5) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER-RESTRICTED. The fees shall be as follows for 
journeyman plumber-restricted: 

(a) Examination fee. Journeyman plumber-restricted examination, 
$30. Each subsequent examination, $20. 

(b) License fee. Journeyman plumber-restricted, $30 and $30 for each 
renewal of Jicense, if application is made prior to January 1, annually; 
after that date an additional fee of $10. 

(c) Temporary permit fee. Temporary permit pending examination and 
issuance of license for journeyman plumber-restricted, $75. The fee shall 
coyer the examination fee prescribed and the license fee for the year is­
sued. 

(6) REGISTERED LEARNER. A $15 fee shall be paid at the time of regis­
tration and for each subsequent calendar year during which the learner is 
engaged in the registered learner program. 
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(7) PLUMBER LICENSE-RETIREE. The fee for a plumber license-retiree in 
the categories of a master plumber, master plumber-restricted, journey­
man plumber or journeyman plumber-restricted shall be equivalent to 
the current renewal fee for the applicable journeyman plumber license or 
journeyman plumber-restricted license. A plumber license-retiree shall 
be valid for the lifetime of the licensee. 

(8) UTILITY CONTRACTOR. The fees for the utility contractor shall be 
$75 and $75 for each renewal of license, if application is made prior to 
January I, annually; after that date an additional fee of $20. 

(9) PIPE LAYER. The registration fees for pipe layer shall be $30 and 
$30 for each renewal of registration, if application is made prior to Janu­
ary I, annually; after that date an additional fee of $10. 

(10) AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER CONTRACTOR. The fees shall be as fol­
lows for automatic fire sprinkler contractor: 

(a) Examinationjee. Automatic fire sprinkler contractors examination, 
$100. Each subsequent examination, $100. 

(b) License fee. Automatic fire sprinkler contractor license, $500 and 
$500 for each renewal of license, if -application is made prior to January 1, 
annually; after that date an additional fee of $25. 

(c) Temporary permit fee. A temporary permit pending examination 
will be issued upon receipt of application and a fee of $350 which covers 
the examination fee and the temporary permit fee. When the contractor 
successfully passes the examination an additional fee of $250 shall be 
paid prior to the issuance of the license for the remainder of the calendar 
year. 

(11) JOURNEYMAN AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER FITTER. The fees shall 
be as follows for journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter: 

(a) Examinationfee. Journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter exami­
nation, $20. Each subsequent examination, $20. 

(b) License fee. Journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter license, $30 
and $30 for each renewal of license, if application is made prior to Janu­
ary I, annually; after that date an additional fee of $10. 

(c) Temporary permit fee. Temporary permits pending examination 
and issuance of license for a journeyman automatic fire sprinkler fitter, 
$50. The fee shall cover the examination fee prescribed and the license fee 

for the calendar year issued. 

(12) A UTOMA TIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM APPRENTICESHIP. A fee of $15 
shall be paid at the time of registration and for each subsequent calendar 
year during which the apprenticeship is active. 

(13) AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER MAINTENANCE. The fees shall be as 
follows for automatic fire sprinkler maintenance registration certificate: 

(a) Examination fee. Automatic fire sprinkler maintenance examina­
tion, $50. Each subsequent examination, $30. 

(b) Registration certificate fee. Automatic· fire sprinkler maintenance 
registration certificate, $100 and $100 for each renewal of registration, if 
Register, ~'ebruary, 1985, No. 350 
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application is made prior to January 1, annually; after that date an addi­
tional fee of $25. 

(c) Temporary permitjee. Temporary permit pending examination and 
issuance of an automatic fire sprinkler maintenance certificate, $125 
which covers the examination fee. Upon successful passage of the exami­
nation an additional $100 shall be paid prior to the issuance of the regis­
tration certificate for the remainder of the year. 

(14) AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER FITTER MAINTENANCE. The registra­
tion certificate fees for an automatic fire sprinkler fitter maintenance 
shall be $15, and $15 for each renewal of registration, if application is 
made prior to January 1, annually; after that date an additional fee of 
$10. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 

SUBCHAPTER 11- CERTIFICATION OF PLUMBING 
INSPECTORS 

ILHR 81.301 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to promote 
effective and uniform enforcement of the state uniform plumbing code 
for one- and 2-family dwellings, manufactured buildings for dwellings 
and private sewage systems. Pursuant to ch. 101, subchs. II and III, 
Stats., and ch. 145, Stats., this subchapter establishes the standards and 
procedures for certification, including suspension and revocation, of 
plumbing inspectors and independent plumbing inspection agencies. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1-83. 

ILHR 81.302 Scope. The rules of this subchapter apply to all persons, 
independe1).t inspection agencies, municipalities and state governmental 
agencies engaged in administering and enforcing the state uniform 
plumbing code for one- and 2-family dwellings, manufactured buildings 
for dwelJings and private sewage systems, or engaged in educating, train­
ing and testing persons for state certification as a plumbing inspector. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.303 Saving and severable clauses. History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eft'. 5-
1-83; r. under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 16, Stats., Register, February, 1985, No. 350. 

ILHR 81.304 Certification processing times. Certifications issued under 
this subchapter shall be granted or denied by the department within 30 
business days after passage of examination or receipt of the applicable 
application and fees. 

History: Cr. Register, February, 1985, No. 350, elf. 3~1-85., 

ILHR 81.31 Definitions. For the purpose of this subchapter, the follow­
ing terms are defined: 

(1) "Approved" means acceptable to the department. 

(2) "Certified inspection" means an inspection performed by a certi­
fied plumbing inspector. 

(3) "Certified plumbing inspector I" means an individual certified by 
the department to administer and enforce ch. ILHR 82. 
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(4) "Certified plumbing inspector II" means an individual certified by 
the department to administer and enforce ch. ILHR 83. Inspection re­
sponsibilities may include building sewers where no certified plumbing 
inspector I is available. 

(5) "Certified plumbing inspector III" means an individual certified 
by the department to administer and enforce chs. ILHR 82 and 83. 

(6) "Conflict of interest" means a certified inspector inspecting plumb­
ing work in which the inspector or the inspector's employer or employe 
has participated or has a monetary or personal interest. 

(7) "Department" means the department of industry, labor and 
human relations. 

(8) "Dwelling" as defined in s. Ind 20.07 (25), means any building, the 
initial construction of which is commenced on or after June 1, 1980, 
which contains one or 2 dwelling units. 

(9) "Governmental unit responsible for regulation of private sewage 
systems" means a county or other governmental unit as defined in s. 
145.01 (15), Stats. 

(10) "Gross negligence" means a high degree of failure to exercise ordi­
nary care of judgement and failure by omission or commission to dis­
charge the duty required to protect the health', safety and welfare of the 
public. 

(11) "Incompetence" means conduct which evidences a lack of compe­
tence or ability to discharge the duty required to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the public, lack of knowledge of the fundamental 
principles of plumbing inspection or an inability to apply those princi­
ples, or failure to maintain competency in the current practices and 
methods applicable to inspection services and the state uniform plumb­
ing code. 

(12) "Independent inspection agency" means any person, firm, associ­
ation, partnership or corporation, other than a municipal corporation. 
certified by the department to perform certified plumbing inspections 
under the state uniform plumbing code. 

(13) "Manufactured building", as defined in s. Ind 20.07 (52), means: 

(a) Any structure or component thereof which is intended for use as a 
dwelling and: 

1. Is of closed construction and fabricated or assembled on site or off 
site in manufacturing facilities for installation, connection or assembly 
and installation at the building site; or 

2. Is a building of open construction which is made or assembled in 
manufacturing facilities away from the building site for installation, con­
nection or assembly and installation on the building site and for which 
certification is sought by the manufacturer. 

(b) The term manufactured building does not include a building of 
open construction which is not subject to s. Ind 20.07 (52) (a) 2. A single 
or double width mobile home is not considered a manufactured building. 
Register, February, 1985, No, 350 



INDUSTRY, LABOR AND HUMAN RELATIONS 25 
ILHR 81 

(14) "Misconduct" means an act performed in the discharge of en­
forcement duties which jeopardizes the interests of the public, including 
violation of federal or state laws, local ordinances or aqministrative rules 
relating to the position; preparation of deficient or falsified reports; fail­
ure to submit information or reports required by law or contract when 
requested by the municipality or the department; conduct which evi­
dences a lack of trustworthiness; misrepresentation of qualifications such 
as education, experience or certification; illegal entry of premises; misuse 
of funds; or misrepresentation of authority. 

(15) HMunicipality" means any city, village, town or county in this 
state. 

(16) "Person" includes partnerships. associations and bodies poJitic or 
corporate. 

(17) "Private sewage. system'· means a sewage treatment and disposal 
system as defined in s. 145.01 (14), Stats. 

(18) "Secretary" means the secretary of the department of industry, 
labor and. human relations. 

History: Cr. Register. April, 1983, No; 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.32 Administration ~nd enforceme~t. (1) INSPECTIONS. All in­
spections of one- and 2-family dwellings for the purpose of administering 
and enforcing the state uniform plumbing code shall be performed by 
certified plumbing inspectors. 

(2) PRIVATE SEWAGESY8TEMS. In accordance with s. 145,20, Stats" all 
inspections of private sewage systems of one.., and 2-family dwellings 
shall be performed by a certified plumbing inspector II or III. 

(3) RECORDS, Each certified plumbing inspector shall record and keep 
on file, in numerical order, the number of plumbing inspections made. 
The inspector shall record the name of the owner of the premises, the 
location of each inspection, and note any violation. All records and files 
shall be accessible to the department for inspection and review, 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.33 Authority. (1) DEPARTMENTAL AUTHORITY. Pursuant to 
chs, 101 and 145, Stats" the department has been granted the authority 
and jurisdiction over the certification, including suspension and revoca­
tion of certified inspectors or independent inspection agencies for the 
purpose of inspecting plumbing of one- and 2-family dwellings and man­
ufactured buildings for dwellings. 

(2) MUNICIPALITY AUTHORITY. Pursuant to ss. 59.065, 101.65 (1) (a), 
101.66 (2), 101.76 (1) (a), 145,04 and 145.20, Stats" all municipalities 
exercising jurisdiction over the construction and inspection of one- and 
2-family dwellings and manufactured buildings for dwellings shall pro­
vide for inspections performed by persons certified under the rules of this 
subchapter. 

(a) Any termination of employmenfor disciplinary action against a 
certified plumbing inspector or independent inspection agency for cause 
directly related to the conditions of certification shall be reported to the 
department. 
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(b) Municipal termination of employment or disciplinary action shall 
not constitute suspension or revocation of the state certification. 

(c) No certified plumbing inspector or independent inspection agency 
carrying a valid state certification may be required to obtain any munici­
pal,certification or license to enforce the state uniform plumbing code. 

(d) 1. Certified plumbing inspectors of private sewage systems shall be 
employes of the respective local governmental unit responsible for the· 
regulation of private sewage systems. 

2. Inspections of private sewage systems may not be delegated to certi­
fied independent inspection agencies. 

(e) Except for the regulation of private sewage systems, municipalities 
may jointly exercise jurisdiction, pursuant to ss. 66.30 (2), 101.65 (1) 
(b), 101.76 (1) (b), 145.04 and 145.13, Stats., by adopting the state uni­
form plumbing code and providing for inspections by certified inspectors 
or certified independent inspection agencies. 

Note: These rules are not intended to prevent a municipality from enacting more restrictive 
hiring practices. 

(3) INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCY AUTHORITY. Pursuant to S8, 
101.63 (2), 101.66 (2), 101.73 (3), (5) and (6), 101.75 (1), 101.76 (1) (a) 
and 145.04, Stats., certified independent inspection agencies may enter 
into contractual agreement with municipalities, building manufacturers 
or the department to provide the certified inspections required for the 
state uniform plumbing code. 

(4) CERTIFIED INSPECTOR AUTHORITY. Pursuant to 88. 101.63 (2), 
101.66 (2), 101.73 (3) and (5), 101.75 (1), 101.76 (1) (a), 145.04 and 
145.20, Stats., a certified inspector may perform certified inspections in 
accordance with the requirements of the state uniform plumbing code. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983. No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.34 Inspector certification. A person performing or offering to 
perform inspections for. on-site dwellings or manufactured dwellings 
under the state uniform plumbing code shall be certified arid shall satisfy 
the requirements of this section. 

(1) ApPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OR RECERTIFlCATION. (a) All ap­
plicants shall be at least 18 years of age. 

(b) Application for certification and recertification shall be made to the 
department together with the payment of the fee specified in s. ILHR 
81.38. 

(c) Applications shall be made on forms provided by the department 
and may be obtained by writing to: 

Certification Coordinator 
Safety and Buildings Division 
Department of Industry, Labor and HUl\lan Relations 
P.O. Box 7969 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 

(d) Upon receipt of the completed application form, the department 
shall review and evaluate the application and make all necessary notill­
cations to the applicant. If it is determined that the applicant does not 
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qualify for certification or recertification, the applicant shall be notified 
of the findings in writing. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION OF PLUMBING INSPECTORS. Ca) 
Eligibility for certification shall be based upon acceptance of the applica­
tion and successful completion of the approved educational training and 
testing programs required for the designated categories of certification 
and upon passage of the examination. Existing state or municipal inspec­
tors who have the equivalent of one year of inspection experience shall be 
exempt from examination for initial certification. 

Cb) Credit shall be given for educational and training programs ap­
proved by the department. 

(c) If an individual has one year of experience in plumbing inspections, 
the individual shall be exempt from examination but shall participate in 
and successfully complete the department's approved training program. 
A minimum of 20 units of continuing education shall be required annu­
ally. 

(3) EXAMINATION. Ca) Applicationfor examination. All applications for 
examination shall be received by the department prior to examination. 
The applicant shall be advised. by the department of the date and place 
of the examination. . 

(b) Time and place of examinations. Scheduled examinations shall be 
offered at least simiannually. Specific details regarding time and place 
are available from the department upon request. 

(c) Scope of examination. The examination shall test the applicant's 
ability to inspect plumbing installations and designs to ascertain compli­
ance with the rules of the state uniform plumbing code, and more specifi­
cally to test for: 

1. Code knowledge; 

2. Code administration; 

3. Inspection and enforcement techniques; and 

4. Skills such as, but not limited to, general mathematics, reading of 
plans and specifications, materials and methods of construction, con­
struction safety and oral and written communications. 

(d) Grading of examinations. The final grading of all examinations shall 
be by persons approved by the department. A grade of 75% or greater in 
each part shall be considered a passing grade for certification as an in­
spector. 

(e) Examination retake. Applicants failing an examination, upon re­
quest and payment of the re-examination fee specified in s. ILHR 81.38, 
may retake the examination within one year of the original examination. 
All applications for re-examination shall be received by the department 
at least 3 weeks prior to the scheduled date of the examination to be 
retaken. Failure to apply for re-examination requires· successful comple­
tion of approved educational courses. 

C 4) RECIPROCITY. Inspector certification may be accomplished 
through reciprocity provided the certification program of the state in 
which the inspector is certified is approved by the department. 
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(5) ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE. Upon completing the requirements for 
certification, the department shall notify the applicant in writing and 
shall issue an inspection certificate. The certificate shall bear the name of 
the applicant, certificate number and expiration date. No certificate may 
be valid for longer than one year and all certifications shall expire on 
June 30 of each year. 

(6) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE. The certification of an inspector may be 
renewed in accordance with the requirements of sub. (1). Certification 
renewal shall be contingent on participation and completion of 20 units 
of credit annually in on-going approved education programs. 

(7) DENIAL OF CERTIFICATION. (a) Notice of denial. Upon denial of cer­
tification or recertification, the department shall notify the applicant in 
writing stating the reasons for denial. The notice of denial shall be made 
by mail sent to the address filed with the application. 

(b) Hearing. Upon receipt of denial, any applicant may submit a writ­
ten request for hearing, The right to hearing shall be considered waived, 
if the applicant fails to submit the request within 30 days. Hearings shall 
be conducted by the department and the proceedings recorded. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.35 Independent inspection agency certification - in-plant in~ 
spections. An independent inspection agency offering to perform in-plant 
plumbing inspections of manufactured dwellings and certify compliance; 
for manufactured dwellings under the state uniform plumbing code shall 
be certified and shall satisfy the requirements of this section. In accord­
ance with s. ILHR 82.25, the department shall review all plans for 
plumbing systems installed in factory constructed one- and 2-family 
dwellings'. 

(1) ApPLICATION FOR INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCY CERTIFICA­
TION OR RECERTIFICATION. Application for certification and recertifica­
tion shall be made to the department together with the payment of the 
fee specified in s. ILHR 81.38. 

(a) Applications shall be made on forms provided by the department 
and may be obtained by writing to: 

Certification Coordinator 
Safety and Buildings Division 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations 
P.O. Box 7969 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 

(b) All applications for certification shall be submitted in duplicate 
and shall contain the following information: 

1. Location of offices; 

2. Names and certification numbers and qualifications of all in-plant 
inspectors employed by the agency; 

3. A list of structures which the agency has inspected; 

4. A list of states in which the agency is authorized to inspect or evalu­
ate manufactured dwellings or components; 
Register, February, 1985, No. 350 



INDUSTRY, LABOR AND HUMAN RELATIONS 29 
ILHR 81 

5. An affidavit certifying independence and absence of conflicts of in­
terest; 

6. Procedures and facilities, including record-keeping used in provid­
ing services which assure compliance with the rules of ch. ILHR 82; and 

7. A list of all certified inspectors having contracts with the indepen­
dent inspection agency to perform certified inspections. 

(c) Any independent inspection agency to be certified by the depart­
ment shall agree in writing: 

1. That the department may monitor by inspection and require verifi­
cation of any or al! conditions specified in par. (b); 

2. To make all inspection records available to the department upon 
request; 

3. To enforce all applicable rules of ch. ILHR 82; and 

4. To provide the department, upon request, with a current Hst of all 
municipalities, manufacturers or others for which it is performing certi­
fied inspections. 

(d) Upon receipt of the completed application form, the department 
shal! review and evaluate the application and make al! necessary notifi­
cations to the applicant. If it is determined that the applicant does not 
qualify for certification or recertification, tl)e applicant shall be notified 
of the findings in writing and instructed of the appeals procedure. 

(2) RECIPROCITY. Independent inspection agency certification may be 
accomplished through reciprocity provided the certification program of 
the state in which the agency is certified is approved by the department. 

(3) ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTIFICATION. Eligibility for certification shall 
be based upon acceptance of the application and the applicant's ability 
to perform system analysis and develop and implement a compliance as­
surance program. 

(4) ISSUANCE OF INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCY CERTIFICATE. 
Upon acceptance of the application and finding of eligibility, the depart­
ment shall notify the agency in writing and shall issue an independent 
inspection agency certificate. The certificate shall bear the name of the 
independent inspection agency, certificate number and expiration date. 
No certificate may be valid for longer than one year and an certifications 
shall expire on June 30 of each year. 

(5) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE. The certification of an independent in­
spection agency may be renewed in accordance with the requirements of 
sub. (1). 

(6) DENIAL OF CERTIFICATE. (a) Notice of denial. Upon denial of certifi­
cation or recertification, the department shaH notify the applicant in 
writing stating the reasons for denial. The notice of denial shall be made 
by" mail sent to the address filed with the application. 

(b) Hearing. Upon receipt of denial, any applicant may submit a writ­
ten request for hearing. The right to hearing shaH be considered waived if 
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the applicant fails to submit the request within 30 days. Hearings shall 
be conducted by the department and the proceedings recorded. 

History: Cr. Register, 'April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.36 Independent inspection agency certification - on-site in­
spections. An independent inspection agency offering to perform inspec­
tions for on-site dwellings under the state uniform plumbing code shall 
be certified and shall satisfy the requirements of this section. 

(1) ApPLICATION FOR INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCY CERTIFICA­
TION. Application for certification and recertification shall be made to the 
department together with the payment of the fee specified in s. ILHR 
81.38. 

(a) Applications shall be made on forms provided by the department 
and may be obtained by writing to: 

Certification Coordinator 
Safety and Buildings Division 
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations 
P.O. Box 7969 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 

(b) All applications for certification shall be submitted in duplicate 
and shall contain the fonowing information: 

1. Identification of agency entity; if an individual, the full name under 
which the agency intends to do business shall be submitted; 

2. Name, address and qualifications of all officers, directors and man­
agement personnel responsible for the administration and enforcement 
of the agency; 

3. Location of offices of the independent inspection agency; 

4. Names of certified plumbing inspectors employed by the agency; 

5. An affidavit certifying independence and absence of conflicts of in­
terest; 

6. Programs, procedures and facilities, including record-keeping used 
in providing services which assure compliance with the rules of ch. ILHR 
82; and 

7. A list of all certified inspectors having contracts with independent 
inspection agencies to perform certified inspections. 

(c) Any independent inspection agency to be certified by the depart­
ment shall agree in writing: 

1. That all inspections for compliance with the state uniform plumbing 
code shall be by certified plumbing inspectors and to make all records 
available to the department upon request; 

2. That the department may monitor by inspection and require verifi­
cation of any or all conditions specified in par. (b); 

3. To enforce all applicable rules of ch. ILHR 82; and 
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4. To provide the department, upon request, with a current list of aU 
municipa1ities, manufacturers or others for which it is performing certi­
fied inspections. 

(d) Upon receipt of the completed application form, the department 
shall review and evaluate the application and make all necessary notifi­
cations to the applicant. If it is determined that the applicant does not 
qualify for certification or recertification, the applicant shall be notified 
of the findings in writing and instructed of the appeals procedure. 

(2) RECIPROCITY. Independent inspection agency certification may be 
accomplished through reciprocity provided the certification program of 
the state in which the agency is certified is approved by the department. 

(3) ISSUANCE OF INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCY CERTIFICATE. 
Upon acceptance of the application and findings of eligibility, the depart­
ment shall notify the agency in writing and shall issue an independent 
inspection agency certificate. The certificate shall bear the name of the 
independent inspection agency, certificate number and expiration date. 
No certificate shall be valid for longer than one year and all certifications 
shall expire on June 30 of each year. 

(4) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE. The certification of an independent in­
spection agency may be renewed in accordance with the requirements of 
sub. (1). 

(5) DENIAL OF CERTIFICATE. (a) Notice of denial. Upon denial of certifi­
cation or recertification, the department shall notify the applicant in 
writing stating the reasons for denial. The notice of denial shall be made 
by mail sent to the address filed with the application. 

(b) Hearing. Upon receipt of denial, any applicant may submit a writ­
ten request for hearing. The right to the hearing shall be considered 
waived if the applicant fails to submit the request within 30 days. Hear­
ings shall be conducted by the department and the proceedings recorded. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1--83. 

ILHR 81.37 Suspension or revocation of certification. (1) SUSPENSION OR 
REVOCATION. The department may suspend or revoke the certification of 
any inspector or independent inspection agency for any of the following 
reasons: 

(a) Fraud or deceit in obtaining certification; 

(b) Knowingly aiding or abetting the unauthorized examination and 
inspection of dwellings by persons not certified by the d~partment; 

(c) Any gross negligence, incompetence or misconduct in the discharge 
of the duties required under this subchapter and the state uniform 
plumbing code; 

(d) Conviction of a criminal charge, misdemeanor or local regulation 
substantially related to the circumstances of the certified inspection ac­
tivityor adjudication of mental incompetence by the courts; and 

(e) Conflict of interest. 

(2) FILING OF COMPLAINT. Proceedings to revoke or suspend a certifi­
cate may be initiated by any person on a signed. written complaint filed 
with the department. Any alleged violation of the law or the administra­
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tive rules of the department shall be set forth in the complaint with par­
ticular reference to time, place and circumstance. 

(3) INVESTIGATION AND NOTIFlCATION. The department may investi­
gate alleged violations on its own initiative or upon the filing of a com­
plaint. If it is determined that no further action is warranted, the depart­
ment shall notify the persons affected. If the department determines that 
there is probable cause, it shall order a hearing and notify the persons 
affected. 

(4) MAILING. Unless otherwise provided by law, all orders, notices and 
other papers may be served by the department by mail addressed to the 
party at the last known address. If the service is refused, service may be 
made by a sheriff without amendment of the original order, notice or 
other paper. 

(5) RESPONSE. Upon receipt of notification of hearing from the depart­
ment, the charged party -may submit to the department a written re­
sponse within 30 days of the date of service. Failure to respond within the 
prescribed time Jimit. or failure to appear at the scheduled hearing, may 
result in the allegations specified in the complaint being taken as true. 

(6) HEARINGS. (a) Subpoenas; witness fees. Subpoenas may be signed 
and issued by the department or the clerk of any court of record. Witness 
fees and mileage of witnesses subpoenaed on behalf of the department 
shall be paid at the rate prescribed for witnesses in circuit court. 

Note: See s. 885.05, Stats., as to the specific amounts for witness and interpreter's fees. 

(b) Conduct of hearing. All hearings shall be conducted by persons se­
lected by the department. Persons so designated may administer oaths 
or affirmations and may grant continuances and adjournments for cause 
shown. The respondent shall appear in person and may be represented by 
an attorney-at-law. Witnesses may be examined by persons designated 
by the department. 

(7) FINDINGS. The department may make findings and enter its order 
on the basis of the facts revealed by its investigation. Any findings as a 
result of petition or hearing shall be in writing and shall be binding unless 
appealed to the secretary. 

(a) Suspension. The period for suspension shall be determined by the 
hearing examiner or the secretary and may not exceed 2 years. The certi­
fication of an inspector or an independent inspection agency that has 
been suspended may be reinstated by fiJing a new application for certifi­
cation and payment of the appropriate fee specified in s. ILHR 81.38. 

(b) Revocation. The period for revocation shall be determined by the 
hearing examiner or the secretary and may not exceed 5 years. An inspec­
tor or independent inspection agency whose certification has been re­
voked may be eligible for recertification only after that time set for revo­
cation by departmental order has passed. Certification may be reinstated 
only after submitting a completed application for examination. payment 
of the examination fee. passing of the examination and payment of the 
certification fee specified in s. ILHR 81.38. 

(8) ApPEAL.ARGUMENTS. Appeal arguments shall be submitted to the 
department in writing unless otherwise ordered. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 
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ILHR 81.38 Certification fees. All applicants for certification as a certi­
fied plumbing inspector, shall submit, with the application form, the fol­
lowing fees: 

(1) ApPLICATION AND INITIAL CERTIFICA'rION. Persons applying for cer­
tification in one or more of the categories specified in s. Ind 69.20 (1) (b) 
shall submit a fee of $25.00. 

(2) EXAMINATION. Upon determination of eligibility for examination 
for certification as a certified plumbing inspector, fees shall be submitted 
for examination and reexamination as follows: 

(a) Initial examination........................ $10.00 per category 

(b) Examination retakes •.................. $10.00 per examination 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983. No. 328, eft. 5-1-83; r. and reer. Register, April, 1985, 
No. 352, elf. 5-1-85. 

II,HR 81.39 Petition for rules or declaratory rulings. Petitions for the 
adoption, repeal or amendment of rules and for declaratory rulings shall 
be in accordance with ch. 227, Stats. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83, 

ILHR 81.40 Private sewage system inspections. All inspections of pri­
vate sewage systems shall be performed by inspectors certified by the 
department. 

(1) CERTIFICATION. Inspectors for private sewage systems shall be cer­
tified in accordance with the requirements of this subchapter. 

(2) LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL EMPLOYES. Pursuant to s. 145.20, Stats., 
certified plumbing inspectors of private sewage systems shall be em­
ployes of the respective local governmental unit responsible for the regu­
lation of private sewage systems. 

(3) INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCIES. Inspections of private sew­
age systems may not be delegated to certified independent inspection 
agencies. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 

Subchapter III - Certification of Soil Testers 

ILHR 81.601 Scope. The provisions of this subchapter as authorized by 
s. 145.045, Stats., apply to all persons engaged in the conducting and 
reporting of percolation tests. other tests required by applicable rules of 
the state uniform plumbing code and the evaluation of bore holes or soil 
exposures for the purpose of determining the suitability of soils on a par­
cel of land for the installation of private sewage systems. The tests and 
soil evaluations and reporting thereof on forms supplied by the depart­
ment shall apply to individual parcels on which a private sewage disposal 
system is proposed for installation and to lands proposed for subdivision 
not served by public sewers. 

History; Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.603 Certification processing times. Certifications issued under 
this subchapter shall be granted or denied by the department within 30 
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business days after passage of examination or receipt of the applicable 
application and fees. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, February. 1985, No. 350, elf. 3-1-85. 

ILHR 81.61 Definitions. For the purpose of this subchapter, the follow­
ing terms are defined: 

(1) "Approved" means acceptable to the department. 

(2) "Department" means department of industry. labor and human 
relations. 

(3) "Certified soil tester" means a person satisfactorily passing the ex­
amination offered to achieve certification and possessing a current 
certificate. 

(4) "Gross negligence" means a high degree of failure to exercise ordi­
nary care of judgement and failure by omission or commission to dis­
charge the duty required to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
public. 

(5) "Incompetence" means conduct which evidences a lack of compe­
tence or ability to discharge the duty required to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the public, lack of knowledge of the fundamental 
principles of plumbing inspection or an inability to apply those princi­
ples, or failure to maintain competency in the current practices and 
methods applicable to inspection services and the state uniform plumb­
ing code. 

(6) "Misconduct" means an act performed in the discharge of enforce­
ment duties which jeopardizes the interests of the public, including viola­
tion of federal or state laws, local ordinances or administrative rules re­
lating to the position; preparation of deficient or falsified reports; failure 
to submit information or reports required by law or contract when re­
quested by the municipality or the department; conduct which evidences 
a lack of trustworthiness; misrepresentation of qualifications sllch as ed­
ucation, experience or certification; megal entry of premises; misuse of 
funds; or misrepresentation of authority. 

(7) "Soil evaluation certification" means satisfactory completion of a 
course of instruction approved by the department and designed to qual­
ifya certified soil tester to conduct soil evaluation procedures specified in 
s. ILHR 83.09 (4m) for the sizing and siting of soil absorption systems. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83; cr. (7), RegIster, June, 1991, No. 
426, elf. 7-1-91. 

ILHR 81.62 Reports. Reports for individual parcels on which a private 
sewage disposal system is proposed for installation shall be received by 
the department and the appropriate local authority on all sites investi­
gated within 30 days of completion of testing. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-8:t 

ILHR 81.63 Examining committee. (1) CREATION. The secretary of the 
department or designee shaH appoint an examining committee. 
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(2) MEMBERSHIP. The committee shall consist of 7 members. One 
member shall be an employe of the department and shall serve as com­
mittee secretary. One member shall be a Wisconsin registered engineer, 
architect or designer; one shall be a Wisconsin registered land surveyor 
or sanitarian; one shall be a Wisconsin licensed plumber having experi­
ence in the. installation of_private sewage disposal systems; one shall be a 
person educated and experienced in the field of soil science; and 2 shall be 
public members. All members except the 2 public members shall be certi­
fied soil testers. The department shall appoint the members for terms of 3 
years. 

(3) LIMITATION. Members, other than the secretary, shall not be ap­
pointed for more than 2 successive terms. 

(4) ORGANIZATION. The committee shall elect from its membership, 
not including the secretary, a chairperson and vice-.ehairperson. Such 
election shall be held at the first meeting of each calendar year. 

(5) DUTIES. It shall be the duty of the examining committee to advise 
the department on a continuing basis on program considerations and on 
examination content relative to this subchapter. 

(6) MEETINGS. The committee shall hold meetings as deemed neces­
sary to fulfill its responsibilities. Meetings shall be called by the commit­
tee secretary. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.64 Application and examination. (1) ApPLICATION. Any person 
seeking certification as a soil tester shall be at least 18 years old and shall 
submit a completed application for examination on the form supplied by 
the department. A nonreturnable fee of $25 shall accompany each appli­
cation that is submitted to the department. 

(2) EXAMINATION. To be eligible for certification, an applicant shall be 
required to pass an examination conducted by the department. Exami­
nations shall be conducted at such frequency as the department shall 
decide. All applications for examination shall be received by the depart­
ment at least 4 weeks prior to the date of the examination. 

(3) NOTiCE OF EXAMINATION TO APPLiCANTS. Notice of the time and 
place of examination shall be sent by the department by first class mail to 
those who have completed and approved applications on file. At least 2 
weeks' notice of examination shall be given to applicants. Such notice 
shall be mailed to the address given on the application on file and shall be 
presented by the applicant to gain admittance to the examination room. 
It shall be the applicant's responsibility to inform the department of a 
change in address. Failure of an applicant to receive the examination 
notice due to a change in address shall not be the responsibility of the 
department. 

(4) NONATTENDANCE AT EXAMINATION. Failure to appear at a sched­
uled examination without giving prior notice to the department shall ne­
cessitate the submittal of an additional $25 fee in order to maintain a 
valid examination application. 

(5) NOTICE OF EXAMINATION RESULTS. Each person taking the exami­
nation shaH receive notice of their examination grade. This notice shall 
be sent by the department by first class mail to the address given on the 
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application. The department shall keep certification examinations on tile 
for the purpose of applicant review for no longer than 30 days after the 
department has mailed notification of the results of the examination. 

(6) REVIEW. Any applicant for certification may review their examina­
tion results by appearing in person before the department. Request for 
review shall be in writing and received by the department within 30 days 
after the department has mailed notification of the results of the exami­
nation. Unless requested otherwise, examination papers may be de­
stroyed after the 30-day review period. 

(7) ApPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE. A person who has successfully 
passed a certification examination may submit an application for certifi­
cate within 60 days from the date the department has mailed the exami­
nation results. Failure to apply for a certificate within this time period 
shall necessitate re-examination. 

History: Cr. Register. April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 

ILHR 81.645 Soil evaluation certification. (1) A certified soil tester shan 
obtain soil evaluation certification in order to use the soil evaluation pro­
cedures specified in s. ILHR 83.09 (4m) in lieu of percolation tests prior 
to using the procedures. The examination conducted by the department 
to certify a soil tester after July I, 1991, shall constitute soil evaluation 
certification to use the procedures specified in s. ILHR 83.09 (4m). 

(2) The,department shall require evidence of soil evaluation certifica­
tion for certified soil testers before the certified soil tester may perform 
the soil evaluation procedure specified in s. ILHR 83.09 (4m). 

(3) County employes whose responsibilities include review of soil tes­
ter reports or ansite verification of reported soil conditions, or individu­
als contracted by a county to perform such verification or review of soil 
reports, shall comply with sub. (2) and shall be certified soil testers. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1991, No. 426, efL 7-1-91. 

ILHR 81.646 Soil mottling examination. (1) Any certified soil tester sub­
mitting written reports under s. ILHR 83.09 (7) (a) 1. in lieu of monitor­
ing groundwater levels shall take and pass an examination provided by 
the department prior to conducting the evaluation. The examination 
shall measure the applicant's understanding of soil mottling and may 
examine the applicant's education and experience in evaluating soil 
mottling. 

(2) Applications for the examination shall be accompanied by an ex­
amination fee of $25. 

(3) The department will schedule examinations and will notify appli­
cants of scheduled examinations. 

(4) Written notice of the examination results will be provided to each 
applicant. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1991, No. 426, eff. 7-1-~1. 

ILHR 81.65 Issuance of certificate. (1) SCORE AND FEE. Each person re­
ceiving an examination grade of at least 75 of a possible score of 100 shall 
upon receipt of the appropriate fee by the department be issued a certifi­
cate stating that they are a 44Certified Soil Tester", Certificates shall ex­
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pire on June 30 of each year commencing on July 1, 1983, unless duly 
renewed. 

(2) FEE AND ADJUSTMENTS. The fees for certification and renewal com­
mencing on July 1, 1983, shall be $30. The fees may be increased by the 
department in $5 increments every year after fiscal year 1983-1984 if nec­
essary to support the program. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1-83. 

ILHR 81.66 Renewal of certificate; delinquency and reinstatement. Re­
newal of the certificate shall be submitted by July 1 of every year com­
mencing on July 1, 1983. Notice for the renewal of certificate and the 
renewal application shall be sent to all certified soil testers whose certifi­
cates were in force during the previous applicable certification period. 
Such notice and application shall be sent by the department by first class 
mail to the address given on the latest renewal application on file unless 
written notice of another address has been given. Failure to receive the 
notice for renewal of certificate may not be an excuse for failure to renew. 
If the renewal application and appropriate fee under s. ILHR 81.65 (2) 
are not postmarked by July 1, the certificate shall be revoked automati­
cally. Within 12 months after revocation, the department may reinstate 
a revoked certificate upon receipt of a completed certification renewal 
application and payment of the appropriate renewal fee under s. ILHR 
81.65 (2), plus a late filing fee of $10. A certificate which has lapsed for a 
period of more than 12 months shall be reinstated by the department 
only after filing a new application, payment of $25 examination fee, pass­
ing an examination and paYment of the appropriate certification fee. No 
certificate may be renewed by the department after July 1, 1994, unless 
the certified soil tester has been certified to use the soil evaluation proce­
dures specified in s. ILHR 83.09 (4m). 

HistorI: Cr. Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5~1~83; am. Register, June, 1991, No. 426, 
eft 7~1~9 . 

ILHR 81.665 Soil tests by county employes. County employes or con­
tracted individuals who provide inspection services or review soil reports 
for the county may not perform soil testing services in the county of their 
employment or contract. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1991, No. 426, elf. 7~1~91. 

ILHR 81.67 Revocation or suspension of certificate. (1) GENERAL. The 
department may conduct an investigation of any alleged violation of the 
state uniform plumbing code. In accordance with s. 145.045 (2), Stats., 
the department may revoke or suspend the certificate of any soil tester 
after a formal hearing under ch. 227, Stats., for the practice of any fraud 
or deceit in obtaining the certificate or any gross negligence, incompe­
tence or misconduct related to soil testing. 

(2) SUSPENSION. The period for suspension shall be determined by the 
department and may not exceed 2 years. A person whose certificate has 
been suspended may have the certificate reinstated by filing a new appli­
cation for certification and payment of the appropriate fee specified in s. 
ILHR 81.66. 

(3) REVOCATION. The period for revocation shall be determined by the 
department and may not exceed 5 years. A person whose certificate has 
been revoked shall be eligible for recertification only after the time set for 
revocation by departmental order has passed. A person whose certificate 
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has been revoked shall have the certification reinstated only after sub­
mitting a completed application for examination, payment of the exami­
nation fee, passing of the examination and payment of the certification 
fee specified in 88. ILHR 81.64 and 81.65. 

Hislory: Cr. Register. April, 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83. 
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