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The state superintendent of public instroetion hereby amends Pl 5.05 (1) and 5.09 

(1), and ereates Pl 5.05 (1) (b) and (e) of ch. Pl 5, re1ating to high school equivaleney 

diplomas and eertifieates of general edueational development. 

ANALYSIS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Statutory authority: ss. 115.29 (4) and 227.11 (2) (a), Stats. 

Statute interpreted: s. 115.29 (4), Stats. 

Proposed amendments to ch. Pl 5 would do the following: 

1. Allow a person who is 17 years of age and who is enrolled in an approved program 
1eading to a high school equivaleney diploma under an approved eontraeted 
arrangement- between the loeal highsehool--distriet-ofresidenee anda'voeational,-~ -
teehnical and adult edueation distriet or a eommunity-based organization to begin 
taking the general edueational development (GED) test exeept that the person may 
not take the final test prior to three weeks before the end of the semester in which 
he or she turns 18 or three weeks before his or her dass graduates and only if the 
person remains eontinuously enrolled and attending a program in eompIianee with 
s. 118.15(1)(e)2, Stats. 

2. Allow the Department of Correetions (DOC) to estabIish and seek approval of a 
program for high school equivaleney. 

Currently, s. Pl 5.04 makes eertain provisions for 17 year olqs to take the GED test in 
order to obtain a eertifieate of general education development. However, s. Pl 5.05 does 
not have such provisions and does not dearly state at what age a person may take the 
GED test in order to obtain a high school equivaleney diploma. The department has 
always taken the position that a person must be at least 18 years and 6 months in age or 
the dass with which the person entered grade 9 has graduated from high school before 
that person eould take the GED test. However, on September 21, 1990, the department 
requested that the GED Testing Service grant a waiver to allow eerillin youth enroHed in 
high school to take the GED test in order to prevent 17 year olds from dropping out of 
school or 18 year olds from leaving school without a high school equivaleney diploma 
based on the GED test. The waiver was granted from the GED Testing Service and will 



take effeet July 1, 1991. 
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It should be noted that although a 17 year old person may take the final GED test three 
weeks prior to the end of the semester in whieh he or she tums 18 or three weeks before 
his or her c1ass graduates, the high sehool equivaleney diploma may not be granted until 
the end of the semester" in whieh he or she takes the final GED test. 

The proposed amendment to s. pr 5.09 will allow the DOC to establish and seek 
approval of a program for high sehool equivaleney. Sinee the DOC is not eurrently listed 
as one of the entities whieh may submit a plan to the state superintendent requesting 
approval of a program for determining high sehool equivaleney, this seetion of the rule is 
being amended. 

1 SECTION 1. pr 5.02(6m) is ereated to read: 

2 pr 5.02(6m) "Graduated from high sehool" for purposes of eompulsory attendanee 

3 under s. 118.15(1)(a), Stats., means having reeeived a diploma in satisfaetion of sehool 

4 board requirements under s. 118.33,Stats., or a high sehool equivaleney diploma under s. 

5 115.29(4), Stats. 

6SECTION 2. pr 5.035 is ereated toread: 

7 pr 5.035 GENERAL EDUCATrONAL DEVELOPMENT TEST. No person may 

8 take the general edueational development test unIess the person is at least 18 years and 6 

9 months of age or the c1ass with which the person entered grade 9 has graduated from 

10 high sehool exeept as follows: 

11 (1) A person who meets the requirements under s. pr 5.03(1), (3) and (4) and whb 

12 is at least 17 years of age may take the general edueational development test if one of 

13 the following applies: 

14 (a) The person is or has been ineareerated in a eorreetional institution and has 

15 written reeommendation of the person responsible for the edueational program in the 

16 eorreetional institution; or 
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1 (b) The person is enrolled in a federal job eorps center program and has the 

2 written recommendation to take the general edueational development test from the 

3 person responsible for the edueational program in the job eorps center. After July 1, 

4 1992, no person may take the GED test under this subdivision unIess the program at the 

5 job eorps center has been approved under s. pr 5.09; or 

6 (e) The person provides written verifieation that he or she was exeused from 

7 regular sehool attendanee under s.118.15(1)(e)2, Stats., is enrolled in a program approved 

8 under s. pr 5.09, and has written permission to take the test from his or her parent or 

9 legal guardian. 

10 (2)(a) A person who meets the requirements under s. pr 5.03(1) and (4) and who 

11 is at least 17 years of age may begin taking the general edueational development tests 

12 exeept that the person may not take the final test unti! he or she is eligible as specified 

13---,·underpar. (b) and only ifthe'person is eontinuously enrolled and attending a program 

14 under a eontraeted arrangement between the loeal high sehool of residenee and a VTAE 

15 distriet or a eommunity-based organization whieh leads to a high sehool equivaleney 

16 diploma and meets the requirements under s.118.15(1)(e)2,Stats. 

17 (b) A person who begins taking the general edueational development test under 

18 par. (a) may take the final test no sooner than three weeks prior to the end of the 

19 semester in whieh the person tums 18 years of age or three_weeks prior to the 

20 graduation date of the· dass in which the person entered grade 9. 

21 SECTION 3. pr 5.04(1) is renumbered pr 5.04. 

22 SECTION 4. pr 5.04(2) is repea1ed. 

23 SECTION 5. pr 5.05(intro.) is renumbered pr 5.05(1). 
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2 PI 5.05(2) Notwithstanding s. PI 5.03(2), the state superintendent may grant a high 

3 school equivalency diploma to a person who meets the requirements under s.5.035(2) 

4 and all of the requirements under this seetion. The high school equivalency diploma may 

5 be granted no sooner than at the end of the semester in which he or she takes the final 

6 general educational development test under s.5.035(2)(b). 

7 SECTION 7. PI 5.09 (1) is amended as follows: 

8 PI 5.09 (1) A VTAE district, college, university, community-based organization .... eF 

9 fr federal job corps center or the department of corrections may submit a plan to the 

10 state superintendent requesting approval of a program for determining high school 

11 equivalency. The program shall be designed to determine whether a person has attained 

12 the knowledge and skills generally associated with graduation from high schooI, induding 

- 13-~employabi1ity skills, career-awareness;' citizenship, and each of the -subjectareasunder s. 

14 118.33(1)(a), Stats., except physical educatian. The plan sh all inc1ude all of the following: 

The rules contained in, this order shall take effeet on the first day of the mon th 
commencing after the date of publicatian in the Wisconsin Administrative Register, as 
provided in s. 227.22 (2) (intro.), Stats. 

Dated this ID fA day of April, 1992 


