
CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
) SS 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES) 

I, Gerald Whitburn, Seeretary of the Department of Hea1th and 

Social Serviees and eustodian of the offieia1 reeords of the Department, 

do hereby eertify that the annexed ru1es re1ating to adoption assistanee 

for fami1ies adopting ehi1dren with speeia1 needs were du1y approved and 

adopted by this Department on August 6, 1992. 

I further eertify that this eopy has been eompared by me with the 

origina1 on fi1e in the Department and that this eopy is a true eopy of 

the origina1, and of the whole of the origina1. 

SEAL: 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the offieia1 seal of the 
Department at the State Office Building, 
1 W. Wilson Street, in the city of Madison, 
this 6th day of August, 1992. . 

Gerald Whitburn, Seeretary 
Department of Hea1th and Social Serviees 
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department has approved an agreement whieh are that is designed to assist in 
the eost of eare of the ehild after legal adoption or after the ehild has been 
plaeed for adoption when the family has signed and the department has approved 
an agreement. 

SECTION 2. HSS SO.01(4)(dr) is ereated to read: 

HSS SO.01(4)(dr) HAdoption assistanee for medical eare" means the 
program under Title XIX of the Social Security Aet of 1935, as amended, 
42 USC 1396, ss. 49.43 to 49.497, Stats., and ehs. HSS 101 to 108. 

SECTION 3. HSS SO.01(4)(n) to (q) are repea1ed. 

SECTION 4. HSS SO.01(4)(n) to (0) are ereated to read: 

HSS SO.01(4)(n) "Medieal adoption assistanee eard" means a eard issued 
for the purpose of identifying a person as a reeipient of adoption assistanee 
for medical eare. 

(0) Month1y adoption assistanee paymentH means a monthly payment made by 
the department to the parents of an adopted speeial needs ehild or the 
prospeetive adoptive parents of a speeial needs ehild to help with the expense 
ofraising the ehiId. 

SECTION 5. HSS SO.01(4)(r) to (t) are renumbered HSS SO.01(4)(p) to 
(r). 

SECTION 6. HSS SO.03(1)(a) and (2) are repealed and reereated to read: 

HSS SO.03(1)(a) Age. The ehi1d sha11 be under 18 years of age at the 
time of adoption. 

(2) REASONABLE PLACEMENT EFFORT. All reasonable efforts sha1l be made 
to place the ehild without adoption assistanee, ineluding the following: 

(a) A review of all approved and available homes associated with the 
adoption ageney in an attempt to find a suitable home for the ehiId; and 

(b) Registration of the ehild with the Wiseonsin adoption exchange for 
at 1east one month. 

SECTION 7. HSS SO.04(2)(b), (3), (4) and (5) are amended to read: 

HSS SO.04(2)(b) Part II of the. application shall be eomp1eted and 
approved or disapproved by the regional eireetor or eesignee a representative 
of the department designated for this purpose and a eopy shall be given to the 
parent or parents and eopies shall be kept in the parent and ehild file ane in 
the regional offiee fHe. 

(3) CHILD AND FAMILY SUMMARY. Information documenting the need for 
adoption assistanee shall be recorded on the child and family summary form and 
submitted with the eomp1eted app1ieation form for approva1 or disapprova1 by 
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the divisiaR regioRal direetar ar desigRee a representative of the department 
designated for this purpose. 

(4) ADOPTION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT. The adoption assistanee agreement 
shall be eompleted and signed by the prospeetive adoptive parent or parents, 
the adoption worker and the divisiaR regiaRaI direeter ar desigRee ä 
representative of the department designated for this purpose. Copies of the 
signed agreement shall be given to the parent or parents and plaeed in the 
ehild' s record. . 

(5) PAYMENT AUTHORlZATION. The adoption worker shall eomplete the 
payment authorization form as seeR as the adeptiaR is made final and send a 
eopy to the division prior to the initiation of adoption assistanee benefits. 

SECTION 8. HSS 50.0S(2)(a) and (4)(intro.) and (a) to (e) are repealed 
.and recreated to read: 

HSS 50.05 (2) MEDICAL ADOPTION ASSISTANCE (a) Adoption assistanee for 
medical care shall be granted to all cases approved for monthly adoption 

.assistance payments. 

(4) FAMILY CIRCUMS.TANCES (intro.) The amount of adoption assistanee 
shall take into eonsideration the eircumstanees of the adoptive family and, the 
needs of the,ehild being adopted. In negotiating the amount of the monthly 
adoption assistanee payment within the limits of sub. (1), the department 
shall eonsider family eireumstanees such as the following: 

(a) The burden on the family's finaneial resourees is signifieant 
beeause of a need to provide for the adoptee; 

(b) A1though the family's finaneial resourees are substantia1, unusual 
eireumstanees have plaeed demands on the fami1y ineome to the extent that 
providing for anadoptee would result in a slgnifieantfinaneial burden; 

(e) The family laeks health insuranee or sufficient insuranee to eover 
the expeeted medical needs of the adoptee; and 

SECTION 9. HSS SO.06(2)(intro',) and (i) are amended to read: 

HSS 50.06(2) POST-PLACEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS. 
(intro.) After the adoptionagreement has been make nnal signed and approved 
by the department and the child has been plaeed in the home, the adoptive 
parents shall notify the division of the following eireumstances: 

(i) If the adeptee heeamos eligihle fer er there is a ehange in the 
ameunt ef spoeial henefits suoh as seeial seeurity, veterans er ether henefits 
adopting parents are no longer supporting the adoptee; and 
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SECTION 10. HSS 50.06(3)(intro.) and (a) are repealed and reereated to 
read: 

HSS 50.06(3) POST-PLACEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
(intro.) After the adoption agreement has been signed and approved by the 
department and the ehild has been plaeed in the home, the department shall: 

(a) At least annually review the need for eontinuing, temporarily 
suspending or adjusting adoption assistanee and, following eaeh review, do one 
of the following: 

1. Reeertify if eontinuation of adoption assistanee is justified even 
if an adoptive family and adoptee move to another state; 

2. Diseontinue adoption assistanee based. on any of the following 
eireumstanees, as deterrnined by. the department: 

a. When the adoptee reaehes 18 years of age, exeept that eligibility 
for adoption assistanee may eontinue to age 19 if the adopted person is a 
full-time student in high sehool or the equivalent. Benefits may eontinue to 
age 21 if the adopted person is a full-time student in high sehool or the 
equivalent, the department deterrnines that the adopted person has a mental or 
physieal handieap whieh warrants the eontinuation of assistanee under 
42 USC 673, the adopted person is not eligible for other benefits such as 
supplemental security ineome an4 the adopted person otherwise laeks adequate 
resourees to eontinue in high sehool or the equivalent.; 

b. Upon the marriage of the adoptee; 

e. When the adoptee is no longer reeeiving support from the parents; 

d. Upon the death of the adoptee; 

e. When there is a ehange in the adoptee's guardian; or 

f. When the parents are no longer legally responsible for the support 
of the adoptee exeept as provided in subpar. a; or 

3. Temporarily suspend or adjust adoption assistanee based on either of 
the following eireumstanees: 

a. The adoptee is no longer reeeiving support from the adoptive 
parents; or 

b. An adjustment is offered by the department in awritten revision or 
amendment to the agreement, the adoptive parents coneur with the adjustment 
and the adjustment refleets ehanged eireumstanees consistent with s. 
HSS 50.05(1). . 

SECTION 11. HSS 50.06(3)(b) is repealed. 

SECTION 12. HSS 50.06(3)(e) is renumbered HSS 50.06(3)(b) 

SECTION 13. HSS 50.08(8) is ereated to read: 
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HSS 50.08 (8 ) "RECORDS RETENTION. The exchange sha11 destroy all records 
that pertain to a particu1ar chi1d within one year after the chi1d's 
registration Is withdrawn. or the chi1d is adopted. The records sha1l be 
destroyed in a confidential manner. 

The rules contained in this order" sha1l take effect on the first day of 
the month following their publication in the Wisconsin Administrative Register 
as provided in s. 221.22(s), Stats. 

Dated: August 6, 1992 

SEAL: 

Wisconsin Department of Health and 
Social Services 

By: 
Gerald Whitburn 
Secretary 

RECEIVED 

AUG 61992 

RevisoY of Btatutes 
Bl.lreau" 


