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Note: Chapter RL 5 as it existed on December 81, 1993 was repealed and a new chapter R1,
b was created effective January 1, 1994.

RL 5.01 Authority. This chapter is adopted pursuant to ss. 227.11 (2),
440.42 (3) (am) and 440.455 {4), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1993, No, 456, eff, 1-1-94.
RL 5.02 Definitions. In this chapter:
(1) “Charitable organization’ means any of the following:

{a} An organization that is described in section 501 (e) {3) of the inter-
nal revenue code and that is exempt from taxation under section 501 (a)
of the internal revenue code,

(b) A person who is or purports to be established for a charitable
purpose.

Note 1: A private foundation which solicits contributions in this state or has contributions
solicited in this state on its behalf falls under this definition.

Note 2; An organization which is exempt from registration requirements under s. 440.42
(), Stats., is exempt from the reporting requirement of this chapter.

(2) “Community” means the county in which a charitable organiza-
tion’s principal office is located.

(8} “Group return” means a financial report submitted by a central,
parent or similar charitable organization for 2 or more charitable organi-
zations which are affiliated with it.

(4) “Operates’ means engages in solicitation, as defined in s. 440.41
(9), Stats,

{5) “Principal office’”’ means the address most recently provided to the
department by a charitable organization on an application for registra-

tion or a written notice of a change of the charitable organization’s
address,

(6) “Private foundation’ means an organization defined in section 509
of the internal revenue code.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1993, No. 456, eff. 1-1-94,

RL 5.03 Applications for exemption. The department shall grant an ex-
emption from the reporting requirement in s. 440.42 (3) (a), Stats., and
the disclosure requirements in s. 440.455 (1) and (2), Stats., to a regis-
tered charitable organization that operates solely within one community
and that receives less than $50,600 in contributions during its most re-
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cently completed fiscal year, provided that the charitable organization
satisfies the following conditions;

(1) EXEMPTION FROM ANNUAL REPORT. A registered charitable organi-
zation which, pursuant to s. 440.42 (3) (am), Stats., applies for an ex-
emption from the reporting requirement under s. 440.42 (3) (a), Stats.,
shall file an affidavit, as provided in s, RL 5.04, within 6 months after the
end of the charitable organization’s fiscal year.

(2) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS. A registered chari-
table organization which desires to be exempted from the solicitation dis-
closure requirements of s. 440.4565 {1} and {2), Stats,, may apply for the
exemption by filing the affidavit prescribed by s. R 5.04. A registered
charitable organization which has applied for the exemption may not
conduet solicitations without making the disclosures required under s.
440.455 (1} and (2), Stats., until the registered charitable organization
has received written notice from the department that the department
has granted the exemption. A registered charitable organization may
qualify for the exemption from solicitation disclosures regardless of
whether it uses a professional fund-raiser or an unpaid solicitor for the
solicitation of contributions to the registered charitable organization,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1993, No, 456, off, 1-1-94.

RL 5.04 Affidavits relating to exemptions. Registered charitable organi-
zations which file an affidavit pursuant to s. 440.42 (3) (¢); Stats., or s,
RL 5.03 (1) and (2) shall provide the affidavit on a form prescribed by the
department. The form shall require at least the following information:

(1) The name, address and telephone number of the organization.

(2) The registration number assigned to the organization by the
department.

(3) The beginning and ending date of the organization’s fiscal year to
\li)vhich the exemption applies or on which the application for exemption is
ased.

{4) The name, address and telephone number of any professional fund-
raiser or fund-raising counsel which solicited contributions on behalf of
the charitable organization or with whom the charitable organization
contracted for services during the most recently-completed fiscal year.

{8) A statement that the organization qualifies for an exemption and
the reason why the organization believes it qualifies for the exemption.

(6) The signature of 2'auth6i‘ized officers, including the chief fiscal of-
ficer, of the charitable organization. The officers shall swear that the in-
formation in the affidavit is true. :

Note: A copy of the affidavit form may.be obtained from the Department of Regulation and
Licensing, Bureau of Direct Licensing and Real Estate, 1400 East Washington Avenue, P.O,
Box 8935, Madison, Wisconsin 53708.

History: Cr., Register, December, 1993, No. 458, eff. 1-1-94,

RL 5.05 Exempiion of professional [und-raiser from solicitalion disclo-
sure requiremends. If a registered charitable organization obtains an ex-
emption from the solicitation disclosure requirements in s. 440.455 (1)
and (2), Stats., a professional fund-raiser or an unpaid solicitor who solic-
its contributions on behalf of the registered charitable organization is
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also exempt from the solicitation diselosure requirements in s, 440.455
(1) and (2), Stats., when soliciting contributions on behalf of the regis-
tered charitable organization; however, a professional fund-raiser may
not, under any eircumstances, be exempted from the solicitation reguire-
ments in s, 440.455 (3), Stats.

History: Cr, Register, December, 1993, No, 466, eff. 1-1-94.

RL 5.06 Procedures for registering a charitable organization. (1) APPLI-
CATION FOR REGISTRATION. An applicant for registration as a charitable
organization shall submit to the department an application on a form
prepared by the department, a registration statement that complies with
s, 440,42 (2), Stats., and a $15 registration fee. Pursuant to s, 440.42 (2)
{m), Stats., the department may require information ahout a profes-
sional fund-raiser or fund-raising counsel whose services the charitable
organization uses and information about whether any officers, directors,
trustees or executive officers of the charitable organization have been
convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor.

(2) REGISTRATION OF A PARENT OR CENTRAL CHARITABLE ORGANIZA-
TION. A central, parent or similar charitable organization may file a sin-
gle application for registration of the eentral, parent or similar charitable
organization and all of its affiliated subunits, provided that the central,
parent or similar charitable organization has complete and direct control
over the solicitation activities of all subunits, receives all contributions
for its use or future distribution to the subunits and is accountable for all
receipts and disbursements relating to the solicited contributions.

Note: A copy of the application form may be obtained from the Department of Regulation
and Licensing, Bureau of Direct Licensing and Real Estate, 1400 East Washington Avenue,
P.0. Box 8935, Madison, Wisconsin 53708,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1993, No. 456, eff. 1-1-94,

RL 5.07 Procedures for registering as a professional fund-raiser or fund-
raising counsel. (1) APPLICATION FOR RECGISTRATION, An applicant for re-
gistration as a professional fund-raiser or fund-raising counsel shall file
an application on a form prepared by the department and fee pursuant to
55, 440.43 or 440.44, Stats., as applicable.

(2) BoND. An applicant for registration as a professional fund-raiser or
a fund-raising counsel shall file a bond pursuant to ss. 440,43 or 440.44,
Stats., as applicable, on a form provided by the department or on a form
acceptable to the department.

Note: A capy of the application form and 3 bond forms, each of which provides for a differ-
ent level of coverage, may be obiained from the Department of Regulation and Licensing,
Bureau of Direct Licensing and Real Estate, 1400 East Washington Avenue, P.O. Box 8935,
Madison, Wisconsin 53708,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1993, No. 456, off, 1-1-94.

RL 5.08 Annual financial reporis, (1) REGISTERED CHARITABLE ORGANI-
ZATIONS, Only charitable organizations which are registered or are re-
quired to be registered with the department are required to file an annual
report or an aflidavit in lieu of an annual report with the department,

{2) CONTENTS OF ANNUAL REPORTS, The annual report form prepared
by the department shall request the financial information required in s,
440.42 (3) (a) 1, 2 and 3, Stats,, and shall include guestions which bring
current the information which a charitable organization provided to the
department in an earlier registration pursuant to s. 440.42 (2) (a), Stats.
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The annual report form prepared by the department will require no other
financial information.

{3) STANDARDS FOR COMPLETION OF ANNUAL REPORTS. An annual finan-
cial report submitted to the department pursuant to s. 440.42 (3), Stats.,
by a charitable organization which is registered or required to be regis-
tered shall be complete, accurate and truthful. It shall include all sched-
ules and attachments required by the form prepared by the department
pursuant to s. 440,42 (3) {a), Stats., or prepared by another person pur-
suant to s. 440.42 (4), Stats, A charitable organization which files with
the department financial information which it has filed with another
state or the federal government shall complete a supplemental form pre-
pared by the department which requires additional information to com-
ply with sub. {2).

Note: The annual report form and the supplemental form may be obtained upon request

{rom the Department of Regulation and Licensing, Burean of Direct Licensing and Real Es
tate, 1400 East Washington Avenue, PO, Box 8335, Madison, Wisconsin 53708,

(4) GROUP FILING OF ANNUAL REPORT. Pursuant to s. 440.42 (4),
Stats., the department may aceept information properly filed with the
federal government as a group return by a charitable organization which
is registered or required to be registered, provided that the group return
complies with subs. (2) and (3).

History: Cr. Register, December, 1993, No, 456, off, 1-1-94.
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