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The Hiseonsin Department of Industry, Labor ahd Human Relations proposes 
to repeal s. ILHR 52.04 Table 52.04 Footnotes 10, 11, 12, 17, and 18; to 
re number s. ILHR 57.07 (2) (a); to amend s. ILHR 57.001 (2); to repeal and 
recreate s. ILHR 52.04 Table 52.04 item VII and s. ILHR 57.001 (1); to ereate 
ss. ILHR 52.04 (4) Table 52.04 footnote 9m, 57.07 (2) (b), 57.20 and 57.70 to 
57.871, relating to design and eonstruetion of multifamily housing for 
accessiblllty for people wlth dlsabl1ities. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

statutory Authority: 
Statutes Interpreted: 

Analysis of Proposed Rules 

ss. 101.02, 101.13, and 101.22 (2r), Stats. 
ss. 101.13 and 101.22 (2r), Stats. 

The Oivision of Safety and Buildings within the Department of Industry, Labor 
and Human Relations is responsible for adopting and enforcing rules relative 
to the protectlon of the life, health, safety and welfare of employes and 
frequenters in public buildings and places of employment. Seetion 101.13 of 
the Wlsconsln Statutes requires the Department to establish rules whieh make 
publlc buildings and places of employment aecessible to and usable by people 
with disabllitles. 

Under the state rair Housing law, 1991 Hiseonsln Aet 295, dlserlminatlon 
against persons wlth disabilltles ls prohlbited and the diseriminatlon 
ineludes the design and eonstruetlon of multlfamily houslng. The state Falr 
Houslng law required the Oepartment to establish lnterlm ru1es based on the 
final teehnica1 gUidellnes establlshed by Department of Housing and Urban 
Deve10pment (DHUD) for the Federal Fair Houslng law as an emergency rule. The 
emergeney ru1e was effeetive as of January 12, 1993. The Department is 
requlred to establlsh permanent rules whieh wl1l ensure that covered 
multlfami1y houslng and nonelevatored multilevel houslng with separate 
exterlor entranees are deslgned and construeted in aeeordanee with the flna1 
teehnleal gulde1lnes establlshed by DHUD and with the fo1lowlng requirements 
speelfied in the State Fair Houslng law: 

1. At 1east one aeeessib1e entranee for each covered mu1tifami1y housing 
bul1ding must be loeated on an aecesslble route and that the 
aceessib1e entranees equa1 the mlnimum number of required exits 
determined by the oecupaney ehapters in the Bul1dlng eode. In 
nonelevatored multl1evel housing with separate exterlor entranees, at 
least 25% of the total number of dwell1ng units must provlde 
aceesslble entranees. [s. 101.22 (2r) (e) 1. and (g) 3., Stats.l 

2. All public and common use areas must be aeeesslble and usable by 
persons with dlsabl1ities. [s. 101.22 (2r) (e) 2., Stats.,l 

3. Interlor and exterlor doors, and interlor passageways must be 
suffleiently wide to allow the passage by persons with dlsabi11tles 
who use wheelchairs. [s. 101.22 (2r) (c) 3., Stats.J 
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4. Light switehes, e1eetriea1 out1ets, eireuit eontro1s, thermostats and 
other envlronmenta1 eontro1s must be lnstalled ln aeeesslb1e 
10eations. [s. 101.22 (2r) (e) 4., Stats.l 

5. Bathroom wa11s must be reinforeed to a110w the 1ater insta11ation of 
grab bars around the tOllet, tub, shower sta11 and shower seat. 
[s. 101.22 (2r) (e) 4., Stats.l 

6. Kitehens and bathrooms must be sized to a110w persons using 
whee1ehairs to maneuver about the space. [s. 101.22 (2r) (e) 4., 
Stats.l 

7. Lever door hand1es On all interlor dwe11ing unit doors and sing1e 
1ever p1umbing fixture eontro1s, or other p1umbing eontro1s that are 
approved by the Department, may be requested by the renter and 
without eost to a renter. [s. 101.22 (2r) (e) 4., Stats.l 

8. Existing housing must eomply with the aeeessibl11ty deslgn standards 
based upon the percentage of remode1ing done to the housing. 
[s. 101.22 (2r) (d), Stats.l 

9. Slte impraetlca11ty due to the terraln or unusua1 eharaeterlsties of 
the site is to be determined through the petltion for varlance 
proeedures. Regard1ess of the terraln at 1east 50% of the tota1 
ground f100r units ln the buildlng eomp1ex sha11 comp1y wlth the 
aecesslbllity standards. [s. 101.22 (2r) (e), Stats.l 

The following is a summary of the ehanges belng proposed for the Building Code 
to eomp1y with the speeified requirements of the law: 

1. Tab1e 52.04 wi11 be modified to e11minate the references to 
residentla1 11ving unlts with exterior entranees and a eategory wl11 
be created for mu1tifami1y housing. 

2. All the public and common use areas sha11 comp1y with the Amerieans 
with 01sabi1ities Act Aeeessibl11ty Gulde11nes (ADAAG). 
[s. ILHR 57.82] 

3. Oeve10ped a tab1e to ldentlfy requirements for number of aeeessib1e 
entranees and exlts, dwe111ng unlts and the aeeesslb1e lnterlor 
features for covered mu1tlfami1y housing. [s. ILHR 57.81 and Table 
57.811 

4. a. In nonelevatored mu1tllevel dwe11ing units wlth separate 
exterior entrances all the doors, passageways, eleetrieal 
outlets and switehes and other environmenta1 contro1s on the 
grade-leve1 floor must eomply with the applieab1e aecessibi1ity 
requirements. Exterlor access to a. grade-leve1 f100r ls not 
requlred. [s. ILHR 57.81 and Table 57.81] 
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b. In nonelevatored mult1level dwel11ng un1ts w1th separate 
exterlor entranees at least 251 of the total number of dwelllng 
unlts must have aecesslble entranees to a grade-level floor and 
must be des1gned with all of the lnterlor aecesslb1llty features 
spec1f1ed 1n the rules. Hhere agarage 1s bul1t 1n eonneetlon 
with a dwelllng unlt with an access1ble entranee on an 
aeeesslble route, the garage Is to be at 1east 13 feet w1de. 
Either an lnterlor or exterlor aceesslb1e route must be provlded 
to the dwe111ng unlt. [s. ILHR 57.81 and Table 57.81] 

5. Aeeesslble tenant parklng wl11 be requlred at the rate of 2% of the 
tota1 number of parklng space s provlded for the tenants with a 
minimum of one parking space at eaeh type of parki ng faei11ty and at 
each building. In lleu of an aecesslb1e route from underground 
parklng to an aeeesslble grade-leve1 entranee, lnterlor clreulatlon 
may be provlded to a grade-level floor with dwelllng unlts or 
on-grade covered parklng with an aecesslble route to a grade-level 
floor with dwel11ng unlts may be provided. [s. ILHR 57.82 (2)] 

6. Slte lmpraetlea11ty due to terraln or unusual eharaeterlstlcs of the 
slte Is to be determlned by the deslgner and submltted as a petltlon 
for varianee as speeifled in s. ILHR 50.25. [s. ILHR 57.81 (4)] 

7. At lease one bathroom in a dwel11ng unit must be designed in 
aceordanee with the hlgher level of accessibllity and all other 
bathrooms or powder rooms are to be designed to the basic level of 
usability. Diagrams have been developed an~ included in the Appendix 
to show examples of eomplete bathrooms complying with the higher 
level of usability and the basie level of usability. [s. ILHR 57.871] 

The proposed state requirements have been developed uslng a sim1lar format and 
sim1lar wordlng to the flnal technleal guidelines. It Is hoped this 
arrangement wlll help designers and owners who are required to eomply with 
both the state and federal standards. 

CODESS/135 



SECTION 1. ILHR 52.04 (4), Table 52.04, 1tem VII 1s repealed and reereated to 
read: 

TABLE 52.04 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 

(Partial Table) 

Oeeupaney and Type of Construetlon Access to Interlor 
Prlmary Floor Clrculatlon 

VII. Places of Abode 

A. Covered multlfaml1y houslng 
such as apartments, 
condomlnlums, rowhouses and 

Yes gm Yes gm townhouses 

B. Resldentlal llvlng unlts 
such as convents, monasterles, 

13 14 roomlng houses and dorm1torles Yes Yes 

C. Hotels and motels Yes Yes 15 

SECTION 2. ILHR 52.04, Table 52.04, Footnote gm 1s created to read: 

To1l et 
FacllUles 

Yes gm 

Yes 16 

Yes 16 

gm See ss. ILHR 57.70 to 57.871 for speclal aceess1bl1lty requ1rements 
for covered multlfaml1y houslng. 

SECTION 3. ILHR 52.04, Table 52.04, Footnotes 10, 11, 12, 17 and 18 are 
repealed. 

SECTION 4. Sectlon ILHR 57.001 (1) 1s repealed and recreated to read: 

SUBCHAPTER I 
GENERAL STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIES 

ILHR 57.001 SCOPEo (1) GENERAL. Th1s subchapter app11es to all places 
of abode, lnclud1ng, but not l1mlted to: 

(a) Apartment bu11dlngs; 

(b) Rowhouses; 

(e) Townhouses; 
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(d) Condom1n1ums; 

(e) Mote1s; 

(f) Hote1s; 

(g) Dorm1tor1es; 

(h) Homes for the aged; 

(1) She1tered fac11tttes for battered women, as spectfled tn s. 46.95, 
Stats., servtng more than 20 occupants; 

(j) Roomtng houses; 

(k) Convents andmonaster1es; 

(1) CommunttY-based restdentta1 fact1tttes serv1ng 9 or more unre1ated 
adults; and 

(m) Communtty-based fac111t1es 10cated tn extst1ng bu11d1ngs servtng more 
than 20 unre1ated adults. 

Note: See s. ILHR 51.01 (l02a) and 51.01 (1l4a) for deftntttons of 
"places of abode" and "rowhouse", respeettvely. 

SECTION 5. Sectton ILHR 57.001 (2) lntro sentence 1s amended to read: 

ILHR 57.001 SCOPE. (2) EXEMPTIONS. Th1s Gha~tef subchapter does not 
apply to the follow1ng: 

SECTION 6. ILHR 57.07 (2) ts renumbered 57.07 (2) (a). 

SECTION 7. ILHR 57.07 (2) (b) 1s created to read: 

ILHR 57.07 (2) (b) Common use 1nter1or statrs and steps not provtded 
along an accesstble route as spectf1ed in S. ILHR 57.82 shall comp1y with s. 
ILHR 51.16 (4), exeept the stairs and steps shal1 have a r1se not more than 
7-3/4 inches and a tread not less than 9-1/2 tnches, measured from tread to 
tread and from rtser to r1ser. 

Note: See S. ILHR 57.77 (5) for definHton of "common use". 

SECTION 8. ILHR 57.20 1s created to read: 

ILHR 57.20 ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. All places of abode covered under 
th1s subchapter shal1 comply w1th the appltcable requtrements of S. ILHR 52.04. 
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SECTION 9. Seetlons ILHR 57.70 to 57.871 are created to read: 

SUBCHAPTER II 
ACCESSIBILITY STANOAROS FOR COVERED MULTIFAMILY HOUSING 

PART 1 - SCOPE, PURPOSE AND APPLICATION 

ILHR 57.70 SCOPE. This subehapter applles to all covered multlfaml1y 
hous1ng lnclud1ng, but not 11m1ted to, apartment bul1d1ngs, rowhouses, 
townhouses and eondomln1ums. 

ILHR 57.71 PURPOSE. (1) GENERAL. The purpose of th1s subchapter 1s to 
ensure that all bu11dlngs under the scope of this subchapter are des1gned and 
constructed to be accesslble to peop1e w1th dlsab111tles. 

(2) SEPARATE BUILOINGS. Owe1l1ng un1ts wlth1n a s1ng1e structure 
separated by any f1re-res1stlve rated wal1s wlth1n a strueture do not create 
separate bu1ldlngs, unless the wa11s are 4-hour flre-reslstlve building 
dlv1s1on walls as def1ned In s. ILHR 50.01 (144) (a). 

Note: This subchapter does not lnvalldate or l1mlt the remedies, rights 
and procedures of federal laws or local 1aws that provide greater or equal 
protection for the rights of lndlvlduals with dlsabllltles or lndlvlduals 
associated with them. 

PART 2 - OEPARTMENTAL ACTION 

ILHR 57.74 PLAN EXAMINATION AND OEPARTMENT ACTION. Conformanee with the 
aecesslbll1ty requirements as speclfled In this subchapter shall be presented 
as a part of the general plan subm1ttals as requlred under s. ILHR 50.12. 

PART 3 - OEFINITIONS 

ILHR 57.77 OEFIMITIONS. In this subehapter: 

(1) "Aeeesslb1e" means ab1e to be approaehed, entered and used by persons 
with dlsab1l1t1es. 

(2) "Aceesslble route" means a eont1nuous unobstrueted path eonnect1ng 
aeeesslble e1ements and spaees 1n a building or wlthln a slte or from a s1te 
to a veh1eu1ar route, that ean be negotlated by all persons with a 
d1sabl11ty. Interlor aeeesslble routes lnc1ude eorr1dors, floors, ramps, 
elevators and llfts. Exterlor accesslble routes 1nelude parklng access 
als1es, curb ramps, walks, ramps and 1lfts. 

(3) "Bathroom" means aroom whleh contains a water c1oset, 1avatory and 
bathtub or shower. 

(4) "Clear" means unobstructed. 
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(5) "Common use areas" means rooms, space s or elements inside or outside 
of a building that are made available for the use of residents of a building 
or their guests and whieh are not within an individual living unit. 

(6) "Covered multifamily housing ll means any of the following housing or 
dwelling units that are first ready for oeeupaney on or after October 1, 1993: 

(a) Housing eonsisting of three or more dwel1ing units if the 
housing has one or more elevators; 

(b) Grade-level dwelling units, in housing without elevators, 
eonsisting of three or more dwelling units; or 

(e) Multilevel dwel1ing units without elevators in any housing 
eonsisting of 3 or more dwelling units with separate exterior entranees. 

(7) IIDwelling unit ll means a single unit of residenee for a househo1d of 
one person or a family. 

(8) IIEntranee ll means any exterior access door to a building or portion of 
a building used by residents to enter the building. An lI en tranee ll does not 
inelude a door to a 10ading doek or a door used primari1y as a nonrequired 
service entranee, even if nondisabled residents oeeasionally use that door to 
enter. 

(9) IIFinished grade" means the ground surfaee of the site after all 
eonstruetion, leveling, grading, and development has been eomp1eted. 

(10) IIGrade-leve1 floor ll means the f100r of a building elosest to 
finished grade that eontains dwe11ing units. 

Note: See s. ILHR 57.81 (1) for aeeessib1e building entranees to a 
grade-1eve1 f100r. 

(11) IILoft ll means an intermediate level floor between the floor and 
eei1ing of any story 10eated within aroom or rooms of a dwel1ing unit. 

(12) IIMultileve1 dwelling unit ll means an ind1vidual dwelling unit with 
finished 1iving space 10eated on one f100r level and a f100r level immediate1y 
above or be10w it. 

(13) IIPowder room" means aroom whieh eontains a water e10set and a 
lavatory. 

(14) IIPrimary floor ll means a f100r whieh is intended for use by the 
employes or patrons, or both. A f100r us ed primarl1y for mechanieal purposes 
or storage, or both, wil1 not be considered as a primary f100r. 

(15) . IIpub1 i e use areas" means i nterior or exterior rooms or spaees of a 
building that are made aval1ab1e to the general public. 

(16) IISing1e-1eve1 dwelling unit ll means an individua1 dwelling unit with 
all of the finished 1iving space 10eated on one f100r. 

(17) "Site" means a paree 1 of 1 and bounded by property 11 nes. 
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(18) "Slope" means the re1atlve steepness of the 1and between two points. 

(19) "Undlsturbed slte" means the slte before any eonstruetion, leveling, 
grading, or deve10pment associated with the eurrent project. 

(20) "Vehleu1ar or pedestrlan arrlva1 points" means public or resident 
parking areas, public transportation stops, passenger 10ading zones, and 
public streets or sidewa1ks. 

(21) "Vehieular route" means a route intended for vehieular traffle, such 
as a street, driveway or parking lot. 

PART 4 - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

ILHR 57.78 ACCESSIBILITY REQUlBrMrN~EW CONSTRUCTION. All covered 
mu1tifami1y housing eonstrueted on or after the effeetive date of this seetlon 
[revlsor Inserts datel shall eomply with the aeeesslblllty requlrements in ss. 
ILHR 57.81 to 57.871. . 

ILHR 57.79 ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONS AND REMODELED COVERED 
MULTIFAMILY HOUSING. (1) GENERAL. All exlsting multifaml1y houslng belng 
remode1ed or added to under this seetlon sha1l eomply with the following: 

(a) Mere than 50% remodeled or added. If more than 50% of the gross 
lnterlor area of an exlst,ng mu1tlfaml1y houslng building Is remodeled or 
added to, the entire building shall be deslgned and eonstrueted in aeeordanee 
with the aeeesslbll1ty requlrements speelfied in ss. ILHR 57.81 to 57.871. 

'(b) 25% TO 50% remode1~d or added. If 25% to 50% of the gross interior 
area of an existing mu1tifaml1y housing building is remode1ed or added to, 
that portion of the building being remode1ed or added to sha11 be deslgned and 
eonstrueted in aeeordanee with the aeeesslbl1lty standards speelfied In ss. 
ILHR 57.81 to 57.871. 

(e) Less than 25% remodeled or added. If 1ess than 25% of the gross 
lnterlor area of an exlstlng multlfamlly housing building Is remodeled or 
added to, the remodeling is not subjeet to the aecesslbl11ty standards 
speelfied in ss. ILHR 57.81 to 57.871, un1ess the a1teration involves work on 
lnterlor doors, entranees, exlts, bathrooms or tollet rooms, in whleh ease the 
interior doors, entranees, exlts, bathroom or tollet rooms shall eomply with 
the standards speelfled In ss. ILHR 57.81 to 57.871. 

(2) REMODELING OR ADDING IN STAGES. The percentage requirements 
establ'shed in this seetlon app1y to the aeeumu1atlve sum of any remodeling or 
additions, or both, undertaken after the effeetlve date of this subehapter. 
[revisor Inserts datel 

(3) EXISTING BUILDINGS WITH MIXED OCCUPANCIES. (a) Bul1dlngs with an 
area of 20,000~uare feet or 1ess. If an existing building with mixed . 
oeeupaneies is remodeled or added to and the gross interior area of the 
building after remode1ing or adding to is 20,000 square feet or 1ess, access 
and lnterior eireulation shall be provided to a primary floor. Interior 
eireu1ation between floor 1eve1s is not required. 
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(b) Bu11dings wlth an area greater than 20.000 sQuare feet. If an 
existing building with m1xed occupancies is remodeled or added to and the 
gross lnterior area of the bu'ld1ng after the remodeling or add1ng to is 
greater than 20.000 square feet. access and 1nter10r c'rcu1at'on sha11 be 
prov1ded to all floor 1eve1s. The method of 1nter10r c1rculatlon provlded 
between the floor leve1s sha11 comp1y wlth the app11cable prov1s10ns ln s. 
IlHR 52.04. 

(4) CHANGE OF USE. If the use of an exlstlng bul1d1ng 1s changed to a 
covered mu1tlfam11y hous1ng use and building 1s remodeled or added to. the 
bu11d1ng shall comp1y wlth this section. 

PART 5 - ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

ILHR 57.81 REQUIREMENT 1: ACCESSIBLE BUILDING ENTRANCE ON AN ACCESSIBlE 
ROUTE. Covered mu1tifami1y housing sha11 comp1y with this section and Tab1e 
57.81 for the number of accesslb1e entrances and exits. dwe1ling un1ts and the 
accesslb1e lnter10r features required ln the dwe111ng unlts. 

(1) ACCESSIBLE BUILDING ENTRANCES TO A GRADE-LEVEL FLOOR. Except for 
covered mu1tlfaml1y hous1ng with site impracticality as specif1ed in sub. (4). 
the grade-level f100r of each covered mult1famlly housing building on a site 
shal1 be served by a bu11ding entrance on an accessib1e route. In addltion to 
the des1gnated grade-1evel f100r wlth dwelling units. all other floors 
contalning dwel1ing units whlch are 10cated within 30 1nches of finished grade 
sha11 be served by a building entrance on an accesslb1e route. 

(2) ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE OOOR. Each accessib1e entrance door to a covered 
mu1tlfaml1y houslng building sha11 be at 1east 36 inches 1n w1dth. M1nlmum 
space requlrements at the 1atch slde of the door sha11 comp1y wlth the 
app1lcab1e portlons of Tab1e 57.82. 

(3) ACCESSIBlE ROUTE. Except for covered mu1tifaml1y housing w1th s1te 
1mpractica11ty as specif1ed 1n sub. (4). each building on a s1te sha11 have at 
1east one accessib1e route comp1ying with app1icab1e portions of Tab1e 57.82. 
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I 
-.J 
I 

Types of Covered 
Multifamily Housing 

I. Covered multifamily 
housing without 
elevators 

A. Housi ng wi th eommon 
entranees to a 
grade-level floor 
with dwelling uni ts 

1. Si ngl e-l evel 
dwelling units 

2. Multi 1 evel 
dwelling units 

8. Housing with 
separate exterior 
entranees to eaeh 
dwe 11 i ng uni t 

1. Si ng1 e-1 evel 
dwell i ng units 

2. Mul ti 1 evel 
dwe 11 i ng units 

Number of Aeeessible 
Entranees 1 

All entranees 3 

All entranees ~ 

1 All entranees 3 

All entranees ~ 

TA8LE 57.81 
NEW CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

Number of Required 
Aeeessible Exits from 

Grade-level Floor Z 

Number of Aeeessible 
Dwell i ng Units 

Aeeessible Features 
of Dwelling Unit 

All required exits ~,-21 All dwelling units on the I ss. ILHR 57.82 to 57.87 
grade 1evel-floor 

All requi red exi ts ~. 21 Grade-1 evel portion of 
dwelling units on the 
grade-1evel floor 

ss. ILHR 57.82 to 57.87 

All required exits ~, QI All grade-level dwelling ss. ILHR 57.82 to 57.87 
units 

All required exits ~, 21 At least 25% or fraetion 
thereof of the total 
number of dwelling units 
in eaeh building shall 
have aeeessible entranees 

The other dwelling units 
do not require aeeessible 
entranees 

ss. ILHR 57.82 to 57.87 
Required on the grade
level portion of all 
multilevel dwelling units 

The multilevel dwelling 
units having aeeessible 
entranees shall be 
designed with aeeessible 
features, ss. 57.82 to 
57.87, on all floor 
levels 1 

1 



1 

Types of Covered 
Multifamily Housing 

II. Covered multifamily 
housing with 
elevators .a 

A. Single-level 
dwelling units 

B. Multilevel 
dwel 1 i ng uni ts 

Number of Aeeessible 
Entranees 1 

All entranees.3 

All entranees 3 

TABLE 57.81 
NEW CONSTRUCTION REQUIREHENTS 

Number of Required 
Aeeessible Exits from 

Grade-Level Floor Z 

, 

All required exits ~, §I 

Number of Aeeessible 
Dwell i ng Uni ts 

All dwelling units on all 
floors served by an 
elevator shall be 
aeeessi bl e 

All required exits ~. §, Grade-level portions of 
all multilevel dwelling 
units on all floors served 
by an elevator shall be 
aeeessible 

Aeeessible Features 
of Dwelling Unit 

ss. ILHR 57.82 to 57.87 
required in all dwelling 
units on all floors served 
by an elevator 

ss. ILHR 57.82 to 57.87 
required in grade-level 
portian of all dwelling 
units on all floors served 
by an elevator 

~ Footnotes 

1 An aeeessible entranee may also serve as a required exit. 

2 Exits required by ehs. ILHR 50 to 64. 

3 Where all entranees are not aeeessible. site impraetieality for the nonaeeessible entranees shall be determined through the petition 
process. 

4 Where a rescue platform as specified in s. ILHR 57.05 (2) or an exterior stairway is provided as a second exit from an individual dwelling 
unit, the rescue platform or exterior stairway shall be sized to accommodate at least one wheelchair space. The wheelchair space shall 
measure at least 30 inches by 48 inches and the swing of the exit door shall not infringe into the wheelchair space. 

5 A second exit from a grade-level floor with dwelling units may be to an exterior stairway, providing the exit stairway platform is sized to 
aecommodate space for two wheelchairs. Each wheelchair space shall measure at least 30 inches by 48 inches and the swing of the exit door 
shall not infringe into the wheelehair spaees. 

6 Where all exits are not aeeessible, site impraetieality for the nonaceessible exits shall be determined through the petition process. 

7 Interior circulation via an elevator or mechanieal lifting deviee is not required between floor levelse 

8 ~he:e a.building e!evator is provided o~ly.as a means of creating an aeee~sible.route to dwelling units on a grade-level floor, the 
bU1ld1ng 1S not consldered an elevator bU11d1ng. only the grade-level dwelllng un1ts shall be accessible. 
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(4) SITE IMPRACTICALITY DUE TO TERRAIN OR UNUSUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
SITE. (a) Petltlon for varlance. Except for houslng In floodplalns or 
coastal hlgh-hazard areas as speclfled In par. <d). the department may grant a 
varlance from the requ'rements relat'ng to an accesslble entrance or an 
accesslble route to a covered multlfamlly houslng without elevators. lf the 
person deslgnlng. constructlng or remodellng the houslng shows that complylng 
with the accesslble entranee or an aecesslble route Is Impraetieal beeause of 
the terraln or unusual eharaeterlstles of the s1te. Slte lmpraetleallty shall 
be determlned through the petltlon for varlance procedure speclfled In s. ILHR 
50.25. 

(b) Determlnlng s'~ractlcal'ty. To determine the s1te 
lmpractlcallty of an undlsturbed s1te. the deslgner sha11 use the s1te 
lmpractlcallty requlrements as speclfled In requlrement number 1 .• (2) of the 
federal falr houslng aeeesslblllty guldellnes. as prlnted In the federal 
reglster. volume 56. number 44. on March 6, 1991. 

Note 1: See Appendlx for a copy of the 51te Impractlcallty gUldellnes 
from the federal reglster. 

(e) Petltlon condltlons and walver. Exterlor aceesslblllty shall be 
provlded to at least 501 of the dwelllng unlts of covered mu1tlfaml1y houslng 
at one slte. The department may lmpose speclflc eondltlons In grantlng a 
varlanee to promote exterlor accesslblllty of the covered multlfaml1y houslng 
to persons with dlsabl11tles. If the department flnds that exterlor 
aecesslbl1lty Is Impraetieal to all dwelllng unlts at asite. the department 
may grant a walver from the exterlor requlrements under sub. (1). 

<d) F1QQdplalns and coastal hlgh-hazard areas. A petltlon for varlance 
Is not requlred for covered multlfaml1y houslng loeated In a federally. state 
or locally deslgnated floodplaln or coastal hlgh-hazard area. Wrltten 
documentatlon shall be submltted to this department for approval Indlcatlng 
the covered multlfamlly houslng building Is 10cated such that the lowest floor 
or the lowest structura1 member of the lowest floor must be ralsed to a 
speclfled level at or above the base flood elevatlon. 

ILHR 57.82 REQUIREMENT 2: ACCESSIBLf AND USABLE PUBLIC AND COMMON USE 
AREAS. (1) GENERAL PUBLIC AND COMMON USE AREAS. All publiC andcommon use 
areas. such as hallways, lounges, lobbles, laundry rooms, refuse rooms, mall 
rooms, recreatlonal areas and passageways among and between bul1dlngs In 
covered mu1tlfaml1y houslng sha11 comply with Table 57.82 and the approprlate 
sectlons of the Americans with Dlsabl1ltles Act Accesslblllty Gulde11nes 
(ADAAG> , as prlnted In Part III of the July 26, 1991 Federa1 Reglster and the 
September 6, 1991 Federa1 Reglster and as corrected In the January 14, 1992 
Federal Reglster. Tab1e 57.82 cltes the approprlate sectlon of the ADAAG 
standards and descrlbes the approprlate appllcatlon of the standards, 
lncludlng modlflcatlons to the referenced standard. 

Note 1: Coples of the ADAAG standards ean be obtalned from the New 
Orders. Superlntendent of Documents, P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15250-7954. 
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(2) ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES. If parktng spaces, such as surface 
parktng or garage parktng, are provtded at covered mu1ttfami1y housing, 
accesstb1e parktng spaces sha11 be provtded and designed tn accordance wtth 
the fo110wlng: 

(a) Siza. 1. 'Tenant parklng.' a. Except as speclfled ln subpar. b. 
an accesslb1e parklng space shall be at 1east 96 lnches wlde wlth an adjacent 
marked access ats1e at 1east 60 lnches wlde. 

b. A private garage serving an individua1 accesslb1e dwe11ing unlt sha11 
have a minlmum clear lnslde dlmenslon of 13 feet ln wldth. 

2. 'Vls1tor parklng.' An accesslb1e parklng space when provlded for 
vlsltors sha11 be at 1east 96 lnches wlde with an adjacent marked access als1e 
at 1east 60 lnches wlde. 

(b) Number of accesslb1e parking spaces. a. 'Tenant parklng.' At 1east 
2% of the tota1 number of tenant parklng spaces at each type of parklng 
facl11ty, such as surfaee parking or garage parklng, sha11 be aecesslb1e. In 
no case sha11 there be 1ess than one accesslb1e parking space at each type of 
parklng faci1ity at eaeh bul1dlng. 

b. 'Vis1tor parklng.' If vls1tor parklng ls provlded ln addltlon to the 
tenant parklng, at 1east 2% of the vlsltor parklng spaces, wlth a mlnlmum of 
one. shal1 be accesstb1e. 

(c) Accesslb1e route. 1. 'General.' Except as speelfled ln subd. 2 .• 
an exter10r aecess1ble route sha11 be prov1ded from each access1ble parklng 
space to an accesslble bUlldlng entrance. The accesslb1e parklng spaces sha1l 
be 10cated as close as posslble to the accesslble bulldlng entrance. 

2. 'Exceptlons.' a. In a covered mu1tlfamlly houslng bul1d1ng wlth 
underground parking, lnterlor clrculatlon to a grade-1evel f100r wlth dwe111ng 
un1ts may be provlded tn 11eu of an exterlor accesslble route from the 
underground parklng to an accesslb1e bul1dlng entrance. The method of 
1nterlor clrcu1atlon shal1 be an e1evator or another approved method of 
lnter10r c1rcu1atton as speclf1ed tn s. ILHR 52.04 and ch. ILHR 18. 

b. In a covered mu1tlfaml1y houslng bu11dlng wlthout e1evators and having 
underground parklng, on-grade covered garage parklng 10cated on an exterlor 
accesslble route to an accesslble bullding entrance may be used in 11eu of the 
underground accesslble park1ng spaces and theexterlor accesslb1e route from 
the underground parklng fac11lty. 

3. 'Prtvate attached garages.' If a slngle-leve1 dwe11tng un1t or an 
access1ble mult1level dwel11ng unlt has an attached garage wh1ch serves only 
that dwe111ng un1t, an exter10r or 1nter10r accesslb1e route sha11 be provlded 
from the attaehed garage to an access1b1e dwe111ng unlt entrance. 
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(d) Passenger load1ng zones. If passenger load1ng zones are prov1ded, 
the passenger load1ng zones shall be des1gned and 1nstalled to comply with 
ADAAG 4.6.6. 

(e) Identlf1cat1oo. 1. 'Tenant park1ng.' The access1ble tenant park1ng 
space s prov1ded at covered mult1fam11y housing shall be designated w1th a sign 
whieh elearly states that the park1ng spaee 1s reserved for use by tenants 
with d1sabi11ties. The s1gn spec1f1ed 1n s. TRANS 200.07 shall not be used to 
identlfy tenant access1ble parking spaces. 

2. 'V1sltor parklng.' Aceess1ble vis1tor park1ng spaees sha11 be 
1dentified w1th a s1gn eomply1ng with s. TRANS 200.07, Wis. Adm. Code. 
Add1t1ona1 signs sha11 be 1nsta11ed to direet persons from the accessib1e 
park1ng space to the access1ble entrance. 
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TABLE 57.82 

BASIC COMPONENTS FOR ACCESSIBLE AND USABLE PUBLIC AND COHMON USE AREAS OR FACILITIES 

Accessible element or space 

1. Accessible route(s) .......•. 

2. Protruding objects ........•. 

3. Ground and floor 
surface treatments .•......•. 

4. Parking and passenger 
loading zones: ............. . 

5. Curb ramps ................ .. 

6. Ramps •••..•......•••....••.. 

7. Slair ....................... . 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Elevator ....•...............• 

Platform lift .............. . 

Drinking fountains and 
water coolers .............. . 

Toilet rooms and bathing 
facilities (ineluding water 
closets, toilet rooms and 
stalls, urinals, lavatories 
and mirrors, bathtubs, shower 
stalls and sinks) .•.•......• 

Seating, tables or work 
surfaees ••..•..••.•...•..•••• 

Places of assembly •••••..••. 

Common use spaces and 
facilities (including 
swimming pools, p1aygrounds, 
entrances, rental offices, 
lobbies, e1evators, mailbox 
areas, 1nunges, hal1s and 
corridors, and the 1ike) 

Laundry rooms ...•••....••..• 

ADAAG 
Section 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

4.6.6 

4.7 

4.8 

4.9 

4.10 

4.11 

4.15 

4.22 

4.32 

4.33 

4.1 
through 

4.33 

4.32.6 

Application 

(l)Except as specified in (2), within the boundary of the site: 
(a) From public transportation stops, aeeessible parking spaces, 
aeeessible passenger loading zones, and public streets or sidewalks 
to aecessible building entrances 
(b) Connecting accessib1e buildings, facilities, elements and spaces 
that are on lhe same site. Handrails are not required on accessible 
walks. Handrails shall be provided on ramp s with a slope of 1:12. 
(e) Connecting accessible building or facility entranees with 
aecessible spaees and e1ements within the building or facility, 
including adaptable dwelling units. 
(2) Where site or legal eonstraints prevent a route accessible to 
persons using wheelchairs belween covered mullifamily dwellings and 
public or common use faeilities elsewhere on the sile, a vehicular 
roule may be provided as an allernalive accessible roule, providing 
there is aceessible parkin9 al each faeilily. Olher site provisions 
shall eomply with the applleable portions of this table. 

Aceessible route or maneuvering space ine1uding, but not limited to 
hal1s, corridors, passageways or aisles. 

Aeeessible routes, rooms and spaees, including floors, walks, ramps, 
stairs and eurb ramps. 

If provided, aece.ssible parking at covered multifamily housing sha11 
comply with s. ILHR 57.82 (2). If provided, passenger loadint zones 
sha11 comply with ADAAG 4.6.6. 

Accessible routes crossing eurbs. 

Aeeessible routes with slopes greater than 1:20 sha11 comply with ADAAG 
4.8, exeept the ramp width shall be at least 48 inches. 

Stairs on aceessib1e routes eonnecting levels not eonnected by an 
elevalor. Stairs not on aeeessibl. routes shall eomply with s. ILHR 57.07. 

If provided, elevators shall eomply with s. ILHR 52.04 and ch. ILHR 18. 

May be used in lieu of an elevator or ramp only as specified in s. ILHR 
52.04. 

Fifty percent of fountains and eoolers on each f1oor, or at 1east one, 
if provided in the faeility or at the site. 

Where provided in public use and eommon use faei1ities, at 1east one 
of eaeh fixture provided per room. 

If provided in accessib1e spaees, at least one of eaeh type provided. 

If provided in the faci1ity or at the site. 

If provided in the faeility or at the site: 
(a) Where multiple reereationa1 faeilities such as, but not limited to, 
tennis or racketball eourts, are provided at 1east 10% with a minimum 
of one reereational or game area of each type shall be accessib1e. 
(b) Access is required to all spectator viewing areas for reerealional 
facilities. 
(e) Access is required only to lhe deck area of such faeilities'as, 
but not limited to, swimming pools and whirlpools. 
(d) Where practieal, access lo all or a portion of nature trails and 
jogging paths. 

If provided in the faci1ity or at the site, at least one of each type 
of app1iance provided in each aeeessible laundry area shall be 
aeeessible. Where washers are provided, at leasl one washer shall be 

front-loading. 
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ILHR 57.83 REQUIREMENT 3: USABLE DOQRS. All covered multlfaml1y 
houslng shall provlde usable doors as follows: 

(1) PUBLIC AND COMMON USE AREAS. (a) DQQrways. All doorways that are 
part of an aeeesslble route ln the public and common use areas of covered 
multlfamlly houslng shall have a mlnlmum elear openlng of 32 Inches ln wldth 
and shall eomply wlth the appllcable portlons of Table 57.82, and Flgures 
57.83-1 and 57.83-2. 

(b) Double leaf doorways. Hhere double leaf doorways are used ln 
covered multifaml1y housing at least one door leaf shall provide a minimum 
clear openlng of 32 lnehes ln wldth. 

(e) Lever door handles. Lever door handles shall be provlded on all 
entranee and exlt doors and on all entrance doors to lndlvldua1 dwel11ng unlts 
of covered mu1tlfaml1y houslng. 

(2) INDIVIDUAL DHELLING UNITS. (a) Doorways. All slng1e leaf doorways 
and at least one door 1eaf of double 1eaf doorways lnto and withln individua1 
dwe111ng units sha1l provide a minimum c1ear openlng of at least 32 lnehes 
nomlna1 wldth between the face of the door and stop. 

Note: A 34-inch door, hung ln the standard manner, provldes an 
aceeptable nomina1 32-1neh c1ear opening. This door ean be adapted to provide 
a wlder opening by uslng offset hlnges, by ren~vlng lower portlons of the door 
stop or both. Poeket or sliding doors are aeceptab1e doors ln covered 
multlfaml1y dwel11ng unlts and have the added advantage of not lmplnglng on 
clear floor space ln small rooms. The nomlnal 32-1nch elear openlng provided 
by a standard slx-foot slldlng patl0 door assembly ls aeceptab1e. 

(b) Doorways and Corrldors. All doorways and eorrldors shal1 be 
deslgned to provide ace~ss and sha11 comp1y wlth the mlnimum deslgn standards 
speclfied ln Flgure 57.83-2. 

(e) Lever door hand1es. Lever door handles on lnterlor dwel11ng unit 
doors may be requested by the renter and shal1 be provlded by the 1andlord at 
no additlona1 cost to the renter. 
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FIGURE 57.83-1 CLEAR DQQRHAY HIDTH AND DEPTH 

32 min 

(a) Hinged Door (b) Folding Door 

(e) Siidi ng Door (d) Maximum Doorway Depth 
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fIGURE 57.83-2 OQQRHAYS AND CORRIDQRS 

MINIMUM CLEAR DOORHAY AND CORRlDOR DIMENSIONS 

CORRIDOR HIDIH DOORHAY CLEARANCES 
Z D1mens1on X(Stra1ght run) Y(90 degree turn) 

36 1nehes 32 1nehes 36 1nehes 

38 'nehes 32 'nehes 36 1nehes 

40 1nehes 32 'nehes 34 'nehes 

42 'nehes and greater 32 1nehes 32 1nehes 

1 The eorr'dor w'dth. Z d1mens1on. shall be ma1nta1ned for a d1stanee of 
at least 5 feet from the edge of the door opening. 
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ILHR 57.84 REQUIREMENT 4: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE INTO AND THRQUGH THE COVERED 
DWEllING UNIT. (1) ACCESSIBlE ROUTE. Except as speclfled ln sub. (2), an 
accesslble route complylng wlth the followlng requirements shall be provlded 
throughout a dwelllng unlt ln covered multlfaml1y houslng. 

(a) Mlnlmum wldth. An aeeesslble route shall provlde a mlnlmum elear 
wldth of 36 lnehes. 

(b) Changes ln f100r level .. Wlthln dwe111ng unlts, changes ln f100r 
1eve1s between 1/4 lneh and 1/2 lneh shall be beveledwlth a slope no greater 
than 1:2. Changes ln level greater than 1/2 lneh sha11 be ramped in 
accordance wlth the applleable portlons of Table 57.82. 

(e) Thresholds at exterlor doo~. Thresholds at exterior doors, 
lncludlng slldlng door traeks, sha11 be no hlgher than 3/4 lneh. Thresho1ds 
and changes ln level at exterlor door 10eatlons shall be beve1ed wlth a slope 
no greater than 1:2. 

(d) Exterlor 1andlng. 1. Except as speclfled ln subd. 2., an exterlor 
1andlng sha11 be provlded at all requlred exlts or entranees of covered 
mu1tlfaml1y houslng and the 1andlng sha11 be no more than 1/2 lnch below the 
f100r level of the lnterior of the dwe111ng unlt. The exterlor 1andlng sha11 
have a slde slope not greater than 1/8 lnch per foot and sha11 be at 1east 5 
feet deep measured perpendlcu1ar to the door and shal1 provlde at 1east 18 
lnehes of c1ear landlng surface adjaeent to the door knob slde of the door. 

2. Exterlor deck, patl0 or ba1cony surfaces sha11 be no more than 1/2 
lnch be10w the floor level of the lnterlor of the dwelling unlt, unless the 
exterlor deck, patl0 or balcony surfaces are constructed of lmpervlous 
material sueh as, but not 11mlted to, concrete, brlck or flagstone. In such 
cases, the surfaee shall be no more than 4 lnches below the floor level of the 
lnterlor of the dwe111ng unlt. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS. (a) Ralsed or sunken areas. An aeeesslble route ls 
not requlred to a ralsed or sunken area of an lndlvidual dwelllng unlt. The 
ralsed or sunken area sha11 not lnterrupt the aceesslble route throughout the 
remalnder of the dwe11ing unit. 

(b) Slngle-level dwell1ng unlts wlth 10fts. Slngle-level dwelllng unlts 
may lnelude 10fts. In slngle-leve1 dwell1ng unlts wlth 10fts, all spaees 
other than the 10ft sha11 be on an aeeesslb1e route. All portlons of a 10ft 
shall be open and unobstrueted to the room in whieh they are loeated, except 
for columns and posts and proteetlve walls or railings not more than 44 inches 
in helght. The area of the 10ft shall not be mare than one-third of the"area 
of the floor level loeated dlreetly below the 10ft in the dwelllng unlt. 

(e) Mu1tl1eve1 dwelllng unlts ln houslng wlth e1evators. In multilevel 
dwe111ng unlts ln bul1dlngs wlth elevators, an aceesslble route shall be 
provlded on the level of the dwe111ng unlt whlch ls served by the bul1ding 
elevator and shal1: 

1. Inc1ude the prlmary entry to the dwel11ng unit; 
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2. Comply with the aeeesslblllty standards speelfied under this 
subehapter w1th respeet to the rooms loeated on the entry or aceess1ble floor; 
and 

3. Conta1n a bathroom or a powder room whlch complles with ss. ILHR 
57.86 and 57.871. 

(d) Mult11evel dwelllng un1ts in hous1ng without elevators. 1. All 
grade-level portlons of multllevel dwel11ng un,ts shall eomply with the 
aceessibllity standards under this subehapter with respeet to the rooms 
located on a grade-level floor and shall contaln a bathroom or powder room on 
the grade-level floor; 

2. At least 25% of the total number of multilevel dwelling units with 
separate exter10r entrances, 1n hous1ng without elevators, shall be des1gned 
and constructed with lnter10r access1ble features as spee1f1ed 1n ss. IlHR 
57.83 to 57.871 on all floors. 

ILHR 57.85 REQUIREMENT 5: LIGHT SHITCHES. ElECTRICAl QUTLETS. 
THERMOSTATS AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS IN ACCESSIBlE LOCATIONS. L1ght 
sw1tches, electrlcal out1ets, thermostats, c1rcu1t controls and other 
env1ronmental controls lnstalled 1n covered mult1fam11y houslng shall be 
loeated for use by the tenant as follows: 

(1) HEIGHT OF CONTROLS. Except as spec1f1ed 1n sub. (2), operable parts 
of the eontrols shall be located no h1gher than 48 1nches and no lower than 15 
inches above the floor. 

(2) HEIGHT OF CONTROlS OVER OBSTRUCTIONS. If a person 1s required to 
reach over an obstruct10n wh1eh 1s between 20 and 25 1nches 1n depth, the 
max1mum he1ght shallbe reduced to 44 lnehes for a forward approach or 46 
1nches for a s1de approach. Obstruct10ns shall not extend more than 25 1nches 
from the wall beneath a control. 

Note: See Append1x for example of reach d1mens10ns over an obstructlon. 
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llJllL51~6 REQUI RLMflH 6: REIHIQRC..EDJiAll_S fOR GRAS BARS. Allcovered 
mult1fam11y hous1ng shall prov1de re1nforeed walls for grab bars as follows: 

(1) LOCATION. (a) Except as speelf1ed In sub. (2), re1nforeed bathroom 
walls shall be prov1ded to allow the later lnstallat10n of grab bars around 
the water eloset, tub, shower stall and shower seat, where such fac111t1es are 

, provided. Re1nforeed areas shall be prov1ded at least at those points where 
grab bars w111 be mounted as shown In F1gures 57.86-1, 57.86-2 and 57.86-3. 

(b) If a powder room, contalning a water closet and sink, 1s the only 
tol1et facl11ty loeated on an aeeesslble level of a mult11evel dwelllng unlt, 
relnforeed bathroom walls shall be provlded to allow the later lnstallatlon of 
grab bars around the water closet and sink. 

(2) EXCEPTlON. Where the water eloset Is not plaeed adjacent to a side 
wall, the areas where the lnstallatlon of floor mounted, foldaway or s1ml1ar 
alternatlve grab bars would be lnstalled shall be relnforeed. 

Note 1: Asunken tub plaeed away from wal1s eould have relnforeed areas 
for lnstallatlon of floor-mounted grab bars. The same prlnclple applles to 
shower stalls; for example glass-walled stalls eould be planned to·allow 
floor-mounted grab bars to be lnstalled later. 

Note 2: Relnforeement for grab bars may be provlded In a varlety of ways 
such as, by plywood or wood blocking, so long as the necessary relnforcement 
1s plaeed so as to permit later lnstallatlon of approprlate grab bars. 

FIGURE _57.86-1 
LOCATION OF GRAB BAR REINFORCEMENT FOR WATER CLOSETS 

12 max 24 min (42 preferred) 
12 min 8++1 12 min 
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Reinforced Areas for Installation 
of Grab Bars 

-18-

)( 
C'II 
E 
N 
c") 

e 
'E 
tO 
c") 



e 
'E 
~ 

FIGURE 57.86-2 
LOCATION OF GRAB BAR REINFORCEMENT FOR ADAPTABLE BATHTUBS 
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NOTE: The areas outlined in dashed lines represent loeations for future installation 
of grab bars for typieal fixture eonfigurations. 

FIGURE 57.86-3 
LOCATION OF GRAB BAR REINFORCEMENTS FOR ADAPTABLE SHOWERS 
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NOTE: The areas outlined in dashed !ines represent loeations for future 
installation of grab bars. 
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ILHR 57.87 REQUIREMENT 7: USABlE KITCHENS. Kltchens of covered 
multlfaml1y houslng shal1 be deslgned and constructed as follows: 

(1) ClEAR FlOOR SPACE. A c1ear floor space at 1east 30 inches by 48 
lnches that al10ws a paral1e1 approach by a person ln a whee1chalr sha11 be 
provlded at the range or cooktop and sink, and elther a paralle1 or forward 
approach shall be provided at the oven, dishwasher, refrlgerator, freezer or 
trash compactor. 

Note: See Appendlx for the mlnlmum clear floor space for wheelchalrs. 

(2) ClEARANCE BETWEEN COUNTERS. C1earance between counters and all 
opposlng base cablnets, countertops, app11ances or wa11s sha11 be at 1east 40 
lnches. 

(3) U-SHAPED KITCHENS. In U-shaped kltchens wlth a slnk, range or 
cooktop at the base of the IlU," a 60-lnch turnlng radlus sha11 be provlded to 
a110wa para11el approach, or the base cablnets sha11 be removab1e at that 
1ocatlon to al10w knee space for a forward approach. 

IlHR 57.871 REQUIREMENT 8: USABlE BATHRQQMS. At 1east one bathroom ln 
a dwe11lng unlt sha11 be deslgned ln accordance wlth sub. (2). All other 
bathrooms sha11 comp1y wlth sub. (1). 

(1) BASIC USABILITY. (a) Deslgnof bathroom. Maneuverlng space sha11 
be provlded withln the bathroom for a person uslng a wheelcha1r or other 
mobl1lty ald to enter and c10se the door, use the fixtures, reopen the door 
and exlt. Doors may swing lnto the c1ear floor space provlded at any flxture 
lfthe maneuverlng space is provided. Maneuvering spaces may lnclude any 
kneespaee or toespace avai1ab1e be10w bathroom flxtures. 

Note: See Appendlx for examp1e of a bathroom complylng wlth the baslc 
usabl11ty requlrements. 

(b) Clear floor space. Clear floor space of 30 inches by 48 lnches 
shallbe provlded at all fixtures. Clear f100r space at flxtures may over1ap. 

Note 1: See Appendlx for examp1es of clear floor space at bathroom 
flxtures. 

Note 2: Cablnets under lavatorles are acceptable provlded the bathroom 
has space to a110w a parallel approach by a person in a wheelchalr. If a 
parallel approach is not posslble wlthln the space, any cabinets provlded 
would have to be removab1e to afford the necessary knee clearanee for forward 
approach. 

(e) Shower stall. If a shower stal1 is the only bathlng fael1lty 
provlded ln the covered dwe1ling unlt, the shower sta11 shall have an inslde 
dlmenslon at least 36 lnehes by 36 inches. 
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(2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY. (a) Deslgn of bathroom. 1. Hhere the 
door swlngs Into the bathroom, a c1ear f100r space of 30 Inches by 48 Inches 
sha11 be provlded wlthln the room for a person to posltlon a whee1chalr or 
other mobl11ty ald c1ear of the swing of the door and to permit use of 
flxtures. This c1ear f100r space may lnclude any kneespace and toespace 
aval1ab1e be10w bathroom flxtures. 

2. Where the door swlngs out of the bathroom, a c1ear f100r space of 30 
Inches by 48 Inches sha11 be provlded wlthln the bathroom for a person uslng a 
whee1chalr or other mobl11ty ald to posltion the whee1chair such that the 
person Is a110wed use of flxtures. Clear floor space sha11 be provlded to 
a110w persons uslng whee1chalrs to reopen the door to exlt. 

Note: See Appendlx for examples of bathrooms complylng with the higher 
level of usablllty. 

(b) Hater c1osets. Water c10sets sha11 be 10cated within bathrboms so 
that a grab bar may be lnstalled on one side of the water eloiet. In 
1ocatlons where water c10sets are adjacent to wa11s or bathtubs, the 
center11ne of the water closet sha1l be a mlnlmum of 18 inches from the 
obstac1e. The side of the water c10set without a grab bar sha11 be a mlnlmum 
of 15 inches measured from the eenter1ine of the water e10set to the flnished 
surfaee of adjaeent walls, vanitles or the edge of a 1avatory. 

Note: See Appendlx for examp1es of e1ear floor space at water c1osets. 

(e) Vanltles and lavatories. When two or mere 1avatories are provlded 
In a bathroom, at 1east one lavatory shall be made accessib1e. 

1. Vanltles and 1avatorles sha1l be lnstalled with the eenter1ine of the 
1avatorya mlnlmum of 15 Inches, measured horlzonta1ly, from an adjolning wall 
or flxture. ~ 

2. The top of the flxture rlm shal1 be a maxlmum height of 34 Inches 
above the finished floor. 

3. A c1ear floor space at 1east 30 Inches by 48 Inches sha1l be provlded 
at a lavatory for either a paralle1 or front approach. If a front approach Is 
used. full kneespace sha11 be provlded below the 1avatory at 1east 17 Inches 
In depth. If kneespace Is provlded below the vanlty. the bottom of the apron 
shall be at 1east 27 Inches above the f1oor. 

Note: See Appendlx for examples of clear floor space at lavatories. 
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(d) ~tub and shower flxtures. When both bathtub and shower flxtures 
are provlded In the bathroom, at least one flxture shall be made accesslble. 

1. 'Bathtubs. ' a. Where the centerl1ne of the controls are located not 
more than 9 Inches from the apron of the bathtub, a clear floor space at least 
30 Inches by 48 Inches shal1 extend at least 5 Inches beyond the head of the 
bathtub as shown In Flgure ILHR 57.871-1. 

FIGURE 57.871-1 
CLEAR FLOOR SPACE/OFFSET CONTROLS 

0"-9" 

Clear floor space 
at bathtub <30" by 48") 

b. Where the centerllne of the contro1s are located between 9 1nches and 
18 1nches from the apron of the bathtub, a clear floor space at least 30 
Inches by 48 Inches shal1 extend at least 9 1nches beyond the head of the 
bathtub as shown In Flgure ILHR 57.871-2. 

FIGURE 57.871-2 
CLEAR FLOOR SPACE/CENTERED CONTROLS 

Clear floor space 
at bathtub <30" by 48") 

9" 
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2. 'Shower stalls.' a. Shower stalls In a bathroom shall have an 
Inside dlmens10n least 36 Inches by 36 inches. 

b. A mlnlmum clear floor space 30 Inches w1de by 48 Inches shall be 
provided outside the stall. 

Note: See Appendlx for example of clear floor space. 

c. If the shower stall 1s the only bathing facll1ty provlded 1n the 
covered dwel11ng un1t, or on the access1ble level ofa covered mult1level 
un1t, the shower stall shall have re1nforclng to allow for 1nstallation of a 
wall hung bench seat. 

(3) POHDER ROOMS. Hhere a powder room 1s the only t01let room prov1ded 
on the grade-level floor of a mult1level dwel11ng un1t, the powder room shall 
be des1gned and constructed 1n accordance wtth the appltcable port10ns of sub. 
(2). 

Note: See Append1x for examples of adaptable powder rooms. 

(4) SINGLE-LEVER PLUMBING CONTROLS. Stngle-lever plumbtng controls or 
other controls wh1ch are approved by the department, may be requested by the 
renter for tnstallat10n on plumbing fixtures used by the renter and shall be 
provided by the landlord at no additional cost to the renter. 

Note: Plumbing products are approved by the bureau of bu1lding water 
systems within the department. A list of approved plumb1ng products 1s 
published In the Hiscons'n Plumb'ng Products Reglster 1ssued quarterly to 
local plumb1ng 1nspectors. 
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APPENDIX 

A-57.81 REQUIREMENT 1. (4) S,te 'mpract'ca1,ty gu'de1'nes. 

(2) Sile impracticality. Covered multifamily dwellings with 
elevalors shall be designed and constructed 10 provide at 
leasl one accessible eolIanee on an accessible route, 
regardless of lerrain or unusuaJ characteristics of the sile. 
Covered mullilamily dweUings withoul elevalors shall bc 
designed and constructed to provide alleasIone accessible 
enlranee on an accessible route unIess lenain or unusuaJ 
characterislics of the sile are such Iha I the following 
condilions are found to exist: 

(a) Sile impracticalily due 10 lerrain. There are two 
a1temative tests for determining sile impracticality due 
10 temin: the individual building test provided in 
paragraph (I), or the site anaJysis lest provided in 
paragraph (ii). These lests may be used as follows. 

A sile with a single building havinga common enlraoee 
for all unils may be analyzed only as described in pa ra· 
graph (i). 

All other siles., induding a sile with a single building 
having multiple entrances serving either individuaJ 
dweUing units or cJuslers of dwel1ing units, may be 
anaJyzed using the methodology in either paragraph (i) 
or paragraph (ii). For these siles forwhich eilher lest is 
applicable, regardless ofwhich tesl is selccted, alleast 
20% of the lota! ground noor units in nonelevatar 
buildings,on any sile, must comply wilh the guidelines. 

(i) Individual building test. It is impracticaJ to provide 
an accessible entranee served by an accessible route 
when the lerrain oflhe sile is such Ibal: 

(A) theslopes of the undislurbed sile measured 
between the planned entrance and aJl vehicular or 
pedeslrian anival points within 50 reet of the 
planned entrance exceed 10 percenl; and 

(B) the slopes of the planned finished grade measured 
between the entrance a.nd all vehicu1ar or pedes
trian anival points within 50 leet of the planned 
entranee also exceed 10 percenL 

If the re are no vehicu1ar or pedeslrian anival points within 
50 feel of the planned eotranee, theslope Corthe purposes 
oCthis pa~agraph (i)will be measured to tbeclosest vehicu. 
lar or pedeslrian amval poinL 
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For pUrpose$ of these guidelines, vehicular or pedeslrian 
anival points indude public Of residenl p8Iking arus; 
public transportation stops; passenger loading zontS; and 
public Slretts OI sidewalks. To determine sile impracticaJ. 
it)" the slope would be measured II ground level (rom the 
point ofthe plaoned enlranee on I straight line to (i) each 
vehicular or pedeslrian anivaJ point that is wilhin 50 (eet 
of the planned entranee, or(ii) iC Iberearc novebicularor 
pedeslrian atrival points within that specifled area, the 
vehicular or pedeslrian anival point dosest to the planned 
entranee. In Ibeease of sidewalks, tbe elasest point to the 
entrance will bc where a public sidewalk enlenng the sile 
intersects with the sidewalk to Ihe entranee. In the ease of 
resideol parking areas, the closest point to the planned 
entranee will bc measurcd from tbeentry point to Ihe 
parking area that is located dosest to the planned entranee. 

(ii) Sile anaJysis test. Alternatively, for a sile having 
mulliple buildings, or a sile with a single building 
with multiple enlrances, impracticaJity of providing 

an accessible tnlranee urved by 8ll accessible route 
ean bc cstablished by the following steps: 

(A) The percentage of the lotal buildable area oflhe 
uOOisturbed sile with a natural grade less than 
10% slope shaJl be caJcuJated. The analysis of 
lhe existing slope (bcfore grading) shaJl be done 
on .Io~graphicsurvey with IWo fool(2') 
contour Inlervals with slope delerminalion made 
between each suocessive inlerval. The accuracy 
orthe slope analysis shall bc certifiedb)' I 
professionaJ Iicensed engineer, landscape 
architeet. architcct or surveyor. 

(B) To determine the practicaIit)' of providing accessi· 
bility to planned multifamily dwellings based on 
I~ ~opography of the existing natural terrain, the 
mlO/mum percenlage of ground noor units 10 be 
made accessible should equal th~ percenlage of 
the IOlal buildable area (not incJuding f100dplains, 
wellands, aT olher reslricted use areas) of lhe 
undisturbed sile Ihat has an existing natural grade 
ofless than 10% slope. 

(q In addilion 10 the percenlage eslablished in 
. paragraph (8), all ground noor unils in a build. 

ing. or grouOO noor units served by a particuJu 
entranee, shall bc made accessibJe it the entrance 
10 Ihe units is on an accessible route, defined as I 
walkway with a slope between the planned 
entrance and II pedestrian Of vehicu1ar amvaJ 
point that is no grealer than 8.33% 



A--57.81 REQUIREMENT 1. (4) S1te 1mpract1cal1ty gu1del1nes. (cont1nued) 

(b) Sile impracticality due to unusuaJ clw1cterUtics. Un
usua! characteristics indude ,it« Iocated in a federaU)'
OOignated floodplain or roaslll bigh·hazard area and 
shes subject to other similar requirements of law or 
code that the lowest noor or the towest suuetural 
member o(the lowest noor must be raised to a specified 
level at or above the base nood elevation. An acces
sible route to a building ent.rance is impractica1 due to 
unusual characteristics of the sile wben: 

(i) the unusua! sile characteristics result in a differenee 
in finished grade clevaOOn excecding 30 inehes and 
10 perceol measured between an entranee and aU 
vehicular or pedestrian anival points withln 50 feet 
of the planned entrance; or 

(ii) if there are oo vehicuJar or pedesman amval points 
within 50 feel of the planned eotraneet the unusual 
characteristics resull in a differeoce in finished grade 
elevalion exceeding 30 inches and 10 percenl 
measured between an entranct and the c10sest 
vehicular or pedestrian anival point. 
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A-57.85 REQUlREMENT 5. Reach dlmenslons over an obstructlon. 

~ 

/ 
I 

I , 

e 
'E 

m~'igr 
== .. -a' _________ .J 

14 48 ~ 
li) 
'r" 

(a) Forward Reach limit 

0-20 
; ... .,.... 

20-25 

( 

48 

NOTE: elear knee space should be as deep as the reach dlstance. 

(b) Maximum Forward Reach 
Over an Obstruction 

24 30 
610 760 

(e) Maximum Side Reach Over Obstruction 
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A-57.87 USABLE KITCHENS. M1n1mum clear floor space for wheelcha1rs. 

30 

____ I .................... ___ 

(a) ParalleI Approach 
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A-57.871 (1) BASIC USABILITY and 57.871 (2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY: Clear 
floor space for water closets. 

33 min 33 min 

18 15 18 15 

~ 
I 
I 

I c: I I 
I 'E I I (0 

I~ ~ ~ li) 

I I I -+r I L ___ ~ __ 

--t--_J 
I~ ~I 

60 min 
48 min 

48 min 

Clear Floor Space for Water Clos'ets 

A-57.871 (1) BASIC USABILITY: C1ear f100r space at bathtubs. 

[0 ) [0 ) 

IT • 
I 

1-'----- .... -----1 
60 min 

·1 ----i--I. 60 min ~I 

Clear Floor Space at Bathtubs 
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A-57.871 (1) BASIC USABILITY and 57.871 (2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY: C1ear 
floor space at lavatories. 

.~ 
o 
M 

17mln 

I 
I 

G e I .~ 

I 
~ I 

I 
I L ______ 

48 min 

Lavatory With Knee Space Lavatory Without Knee Space 

Clear Floor Space at Lavatolies 

A 57.871 (1) BASIC USABILITY and 57.871 (2) HIGHER USABILITY: Clear f100r 
space at showerso 

r--------
I 
I 

.~ I 
~ : 

I 
I 

-- L - - - - ...- -tII-_IllllMa __ 

<II( 30 min )0 14-_3_6_m_i_n --:I~ 

Clear Floo'r Space at Shower 
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A-57.871 (1) BASIC USABILITY: Example of a complete bathroom complylng with 
baslc usabl11ty. 

J 

2'-8" 
Min. 
Clear 

t..-&."JlllflIIII!II!Id;""".,;;i~ ~opening 

Clear floor space 
<30" by 48") 

A-57.871 (2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY: Examples of complete bathrooms 
complylng with the hlgher level of usabllity. 

10'-0" 

2'-8" 
Clear open ~_ ....... ~~/ 

-f 

( 

6'-0" 

~ * 18" 15" 

7'-6" 

t-
18,r. 

-t 
2'-8" 
Nin. 

Clear opening 

+ 
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r::::J Cl ear floor space 
W <30" by 48") 

~ Clear floor space 
W <30" by 48") 



A-57.871 (2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY: Examples of complete bathrooms 
complying with the higher level of usabl11ty. 

t 

5'-9" 

r'1~~.t 
measured from 
head of bathtub 
to 
of the lavatory 

M~:.+ 
measured from 
head of bathtub 
to under the 
front of the 
lavatory 

10'-6" 

-t-- 5'-6" 

+ 7'-0" 

+ 
-+ 
2'-8" 
Min. c:r opening 

+ 
2'-8" 
Min. 
Clear opening 
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MClear floor space 
~<30/l by 48/1) 

~ Clear floor space 
~ <30" by 48") 

Clear floor space 
<30/1 by 48/1) 



A-57.871 (2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY. Examples of complete bathroom 
complylng with the hlgher degree of usabll1ty. 

t 

t 

+-

6'-0" 

6'-O"~ 

2'-8" 
Min. -\il._ 

Clear opening 
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Clear floor space 
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Clear floor space 
<30" by 48") 



A-57.871 (3) POWDER ROOMS: Examples of adaptable powder rooms. 

2 1 -8" Min. clear opening for doorway 

{- 5 1 -0" 

t 
6 1 -0" 

t 
t- 5 1-0" 

t 
5 1 -6" 

+ 

Min. clear opening for doorway 

T 
15" 

f 
18" 

-+ 
-t-

<END) 

Clear floor space 
<30" by 48") 

Clear floor space 
<30" by 48") 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pursuant to s. 227.22 {2) (Intro.), Stats., these rules shall take effeet 
on the first day of the month following publ1cation in the Wlsconsln 
Admlnlstratlve Reglster. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CODES5/133 
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Tommy G. Thompson 
Govemor 

Carol Skornicka 
Secretary 

State of Wisconsin 

Mailing Address: 
201 E. Washington Avenue 
Post Office Box 7946 
Madison, WI 53707-7946 

Telephone (608) 266-7552 

Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations 

January 31, 1994 

Gary Poulson 
Assistant Revisor of Statutes 
Suite 800 
131 W. Wilson St. 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703-3233 

Dear Messrs. Poulson and LaFollette: 

Douglas LaFollette 
Secretary of State 
10th Floor 
30 West Mifflin Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 

TRANSMIITAL OF RULE ADOPTION 

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE NO. 93-79 ---------------------------------------------
RULE NO. s. ILHR 52.04 and ch. ILHR 57 

i 

RELATING TO: Multifamily Housing Accessibility Reguirements 

Pursuant to section 227.20, Stats., agencies are required to file a certified copy of every rule 
adopted by the agency with the offiees of the Secretary of State and the Revisor of Statutes. 

At this time, the following material is being submitted to you: 

1. Order of Adoption. 
2. Rules Certificate Form. 
3. Rules in Final Draft Form. 

Pursuant to section 227.114, Stats., a summary ofthe final regulatory flexibility analysis is 
included for permanent rules. A fiscal estimate and fiscal estimate worksheet is included 
with an emergency rule. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~ 
Carol Skornicka 
Secretary 

ADM·7239 (R.04193) 


