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(13) "Telemetry device" means any device attached or implanted in 
fish that transmits a sonic or electronic signal to aid in fishing. 

(13m) "Troll" or "trolling" means fishing by trailing any lure, bait or 
similar device that may be used to attract or catch fish from a boat 
propelled by a means other than drifting or rowing. Casting and immedi­
ate retrieval of a bait, lure or similar device while the motor is running 
or position fishing is not trolling. 

(14) "Unattended line" means a line where the person using the line is 
not actively directing attention to it. Failure to immediately respond to a 
line upon indication of a bite shall be prima facia evidence that the line 
is unattended. 

History: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, elf. 1-1-77; renum. (1) and (2) to be (3) and 
(4), er. (1) and (2), Register, December, 1982, No. 324, elf. 1-1-83; reprinted to correct error in 
(2), Register, April, 1984, No. 340; er. (5), Register, December, 1984, No. 348, eff. 1-1-85; cr.(4g) 
and (4t) Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; er. (2m), Register, June, 1987, No. 378, eff. 
7-1-87; emerg. er. (4d), eff 5-5-89, er. (4d) and (4e), Register, November, 1989, No. 407, eff. 12-1-
89; er. (2g), Register, December, 1989, No. 408, eff. 1-1-90; er. (4b), Register, January, 1991, No. 
421, eff. 2-1-91; er. (6), Register, October, 1991, No. 430, elf. 11-1-91; er. (4a), Register, Decem­
ber, 1991, No. 432, eff. 1-1-92; renum. (6) under s.13.93 (2m) (b) 1, Stats., Register, March, 
1992, No. 435; renum. (4b) to (6) to be (8) to (14), er. (5) to (7), Register, March, 1992, No. 435, 
eff. 4-1-92; er. (2d) and (2r), Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2-1-93; r. (2g), er. (8m) and 
(13m), Register, April, 1994, No. 460, eff. 5-1-94. 

NR 20.02 Waters classified; hook and line fishing in outlying waters. 
(1) For the purpose of regulating hook and line fishing in the outlying 
waters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession limits, num­
ber of hooks and lines and ice fishing regulations shall be the same as 
those prescribed for the inland waters of the county in which such outly­
ing waters are located, except as otherwise specifically provided in the 
following table: 

Daily bag Minimum 
Species Area Open season limit length (in.) 

(a) w ALLmvrn, SAUGml AND llY· 1. Lake Michigan At all times 3 No size limit 
BR!DS Tm~RIWF (Bag limit and Green Bay 
means total of all) except the Fox 

river from its 
mouth upstream 
to the dam at 
DePere 
2. Fox river from First Satur- 3 No size limit 
its mouth up- day in May 1 28 
stream to the to March 1 
dam at DePere March 2 to 

the day 
before the 
first Satur-
day in May. 

3. Lake Superior At all times 5, of which 15 
no more 
than one 
may be 
over 20 in-

ches Ion 
(b) NonTmmN PIKE Lake Michigan At all times 5 No size limit 

and Green Bay 
Lake Superior At all times 2 26 

(c) YmLLOW Prmc11 Green Bay Continuous 25 No size limit 
Lake Michigan Continuous 50 No size limit 
Lake Superior Continuous 50 No size limit 
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Species 
(d) TROUT AND SALMON 

Daily bag 
Area Open season limit 

1. Lake Michigan All year ex- 5 in total 
and Green Bay, cept the open of which 
except as pro- season for only 2 may 
vided in subd. 2. lake trout is be lake 

2. Lake 
Michigan, within 
the following 
area: 
From the end of 
the south pier at 
the entrance of 
the Sturgeon 
Bay ship canal 
on a course of 
136 ° from true 
north for 17 .5 
statute miles, 
then west for 
16.8 statute 
miles to the end 
of the Algoma 
north pier, then 
along the north 
side of that pier 
to the shore of 
Lake Michigan, 
then north along 
the shore to the 
base of the south 
pier at the en­
trance of the 
Sturgeon Bay 
ship canal, then 
along the south 
side of that pier 
to its end. 

from March trout, ex-
1 through cept as 
October 31, provided in 
except as subd. 2. 
provided in 
subd. 2. 
All year ex- 5 in total 
cept there is of which 
no open sea­
son for lake 
trout. 

none may 
be lake 
trout. 
No person 
may pos­
sess lake 
trout when 
fishing in 
this area of 
Lake Mich­
igan. 
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Minimum 
length (in.) 

10 

10 

I 
I 

, 
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Species 

(e) LARGEMOUTH ANn SMALL­
MOUTH BASS 

(f) LAKE STURGEON 
(fg) RUFF~~ 

(fh) WHITE PERCH 

Area Open season 
3. Lake Superior All year ex­

cept the open 
season for 
lake trout is 
from Decem­
ber 1 
through Sep­
tember 30. 

1. Lake Michigan First Satur­
and Green Bay day in May 
(excluding wa- to March 1 
ters within V.-
mile of Washing-
ton, Detroit, 
Plum, Pilot, Hog 
and Rock Is-
lands) 
2. Waters within July 1 to 
V,-mi!e, of Wash- March 1 
ington, Detroit, 
Plum, Pilot, Hog 
and Rock Is-
lands. 
3. Lake Superior 
and Kakagon 
river and con­
nected sloughs 

Lake Superior 

Green Bay 
Lake Michigan 
Lake Superior 

Lake Superior 

Lake Michigan 

First Satur­
day in May 
to Friday 
nearest June 
20 
Saturday af­
ter Friday 
nearest June 
20 to March 
1 
Continuous 

No open sea-
son 

No open sea-
son 
Continuous 

Daily bag 
limit 

NR20 

Minimum 
length (in.) 

10 in total, 28 for rainbow 
of which no trout; 15 for 
more than other trout and 
5 may be salmon 
salmon and 
no more 
than 5 may 
be trout. 
Of the 5 
trout, no 
more than 
2 may be 
brown 
trout 
longer than 
20 inches; 
no more 
than 1 may 
be a rain-
bow trout; 
no more 
than 3 may 
be lake 
trout; and 
no more 
than 1 may 
be a lake 
trout 
longer than 
25 inches. 
5 of each 

5 of each 

None may 
be kept 

1 per yr 

None 

12 

12 

22 

50 

None 

(g) Herring of any size with no bag limit may be taken by hook and 
line at all times in the outlying waters. 
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(h) All species of fish of lawful size may be taken from the outlying 
waters including Chequamegon Bay by trolling from a motor driven boat 
or sailboat during the open season therefor. It shall be unlawful to spear 
any species or variety of fish in the outlying and reserve waters at any 
time, except that rough fish may be speared from sunrise to sunset in all 
outlying waters and may be taken with the use of spear guns by the 
method commonly known as skin diving by divers under the water in 
Lake Michigan. Northern pike may be speared through the ice in Lake 
Superior. 

(2) As used in sub. (1), Green Bay shall mean Green bay, Sturgeon 
bay, Sawyer's harbor, the Sturgeon bay ship canal from Sturgeon bay to 
a line located in the NE Y. of the NW Y., section 22, T27N, R26E, Door 
county, commencing at a point on the southwest shore of the Sturgeon 
bay ship canal directly beneath the center of the Wisconsin public ser­
vice company power line and extending in a northeasterly direction 
directly beneath and parallel to the center of the power line to a point on 
the northeast shore of the ship canal, and the Fox river from its mouth 
up to the dam at DePere. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1) (a) Register, December, 1956, No. 12, elf. 1-1-57; am. (1) and (1) (a), 
Register, December, 1957, No. 24, elf. 1-1-58; am. (1) (a) and (d); renum. (1), (e), (I) and (g) to be 
(1) (I) (g) and (h); er. (1) (e), Register, October, 1958, No. 34, elf. 1-1-59; r. and recr. Register, 
December, 1959, No. 48, elf. 1-1-60; am. (1), (g) and (j), Register, June, 1984, No. 342 elf. 1-1-61; 
r. and recr., Register, December, 1961, No. 72, elf. 1-1-62; am. (1) (d) and (1) (i), Register, June, 
1962, No. 78, elf. 7-1-62; am. (1) (d), Register, July, 1962, No. 79, elf. 8-1-62; am. (1) (g), 
Register, December, 96, elf. 1-1-64; am. (1) (intro. par.), (b) and (g), Register, December, 1964, 
No. 108, elf. 1-1-65; am. intro. par., Register, November, 1965, No. 119, elf. 1-1-66; r. and recr. 
(1) (d), (I), and (g), Register, December, 1966, No. 132, elf. 1-1-67; am. (1) (d) and (g), Register, 
December, 1967, No. 144, elf. 10-1-68; r. and recr. (1) (e); r. (I); renum. (g) and (h) to be (I) and 
(g); renum. (i) to be (h) and am., Register, December, 1968, No. 156, elf. 1-1-69; r. and recr. (1) 
(d) and r. (l) (I), Register, March, 1969, No. 159, elf. 4-1-69; renum. from WCD 20.02 to be NR 
20.02, and am. (1) (e), Register, November, 1970, No. 179, elf. 1-1-71; er. (1) (I), Register, 
August, 1971. No. 188, elf. 1-1-72; emerg. r. and recr. (1) (d) elf. 9-23-72; am. (1) (e), Register, 
November, 1972, No. 203, elf. 1-1-73; emerg. r. and recr. (1) (d) elf. 11-16-72; am. (1) (d), 
Register, May 1973, No. 209, elf. 6--1-73, am. (1) (d) 1 and (e), Register, November, 1975, No. 
239, elf. 12-1-75; am. (1) (e), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, elf. 1-1-79; am. (1) (c), Register, 
August, 1979, No. 284, elf. 9-1-79; am. (1) (d), Register, December, 1980, No. 300, elf. 1-1-81; r. 
and recr. (1) (c), Register, December, 1981, No. 312, elf. 1-1-82; am. (1) (a), Register, October, 
1982, No. 322, elf. 11-1-82; r. and recr. (1) (c), Register, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83; er. (2), 
Register, December, 1983, No. 336, elf. 1-1-84; am. (1) (c), Register, December, 1984, No. 348, 
elf. 1-1-85; emerg. am. (1) (d) 3., elf. 4-22-86; r. and recr. (1) (d) 1. and 2., Register, May, 1986, 
No. 365, elf. 6-1-86; renum. (1) (d) 3. to be (1) (d) 2. c. and am. Register, November, 1986, No. 
371, elf. 12-1-86; r. and recr. (1) (d), Register, July, 1988, No. 391, elf. 8-1-88; am. (1) (a) and (e), 
Register, November, 1988, No. 395, elf. 12-1-88; am. (1) (d) 3., er. (1) (fg) and (fh), Register, 
December, 1989, No. 408, elf. 1-1-90; am. (1) (I), Register, December, 1990, No. 420, elf. 1-1-91; 
emerg. am. (1) (c) and (2), elf. 2-14-91; am. (1) (c) and (2), Register, June, 1991, No. 426, elf. 7-1-
91; am. (1) (a) 3. and (fh), r. and recr. (1) (d) 3., Register, December, 1991, No. 432, elf. 1-1-92; 
am. (1) (d) 2., Register, March, 1992, No. 435, elf. 4-1-92; am. (1) (e) 3., Register, December, 
1992, No. 444, elf. 1-1-93; am. (l) (e) 3., Register, November, 1993, No. 455, elf. 1-1-94; am. (1) 
(a) 3., (b), (d) 1., Register, December, 1994, No. 468, elf. 1-1-95. 

NR 20.03 Season tables; open and closed seasons, size and bag limits 
and measurements. (1) The open seasons specified in the following table 
apply to fishing in open waters and fishing through the ice. The depart­
ment may, following scientific investigation and study, establish bag 
limits and size limits on the individual inland waters when it finds that 
the taking of fish will aid in management of the fishery and insure the 
citizens of this state additional opportunities for good fishing. Such spe­
cial regulations shall become effective only after public informational 
meetings are held. The department may also establish an urban fishing 
program by posting the open and closed seasons on specified waters. For 
open seasons in specified waters sees. NR 20.04. The possession limit for 
each species of fish, except trout as specified in sub. (5), shall be double 
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