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PREFACE 
Section 46.25 (9) (a ), Stats., requires the department to adopt and publish a standard to be 

used by courts in determining child support obligations. The standard is to be based on a 
percentage of the gross income and assets of either or both parents. 

The percentage standard established in this chapl;er is based on an analysis of national 
studies, including a study done by Jacques Van der Gaag as part of the Child Support Project 
of the Institute for Research on Poverty, Unlvers:ity or Wisconsin, Madison, entitled "On 
Measuring the Cost of Chlldron," wh ich disclose the amount ol illcome and diaposable :lSSlltS 
t hat parents use to tu.ise their children. The standard is bMed on ~he principle thal a child 's 
standard of living ahou.ld, to t he degree possible, not be adversely atrected because his or her 
pt<rents are not living together. 1 t determines the percentage of a parent's income and poten­
tial income from assets that parents should contribute toward the suppori of children if the 
family does not rematn together .. The standard determines ihe minim.um amount each parent 
is expected to contribute to tho support of their children. It expects that the cuatt>dial parent 
shares. his or her income directly with their children. It al~o presumes that the basic needs of 
the chlldren are being m1>t. '!'his latter presumption may be rebutted by clear and convincing 
evidence that the needs of lhe child ren are not being met. 

The rules also prescribe procedures for determining equitable child support obligations 
under a variety of financial and family circumstances. 

HSS 80.01 Introduction. (1) AUTHORl'l'Y AND PURPOSE. This chapter is 
promulgated under the authority of s . 46.25 (9) (a), Stats., for the pur­
pose of establishing a standard to be used in determining child support 
under ss. 767 .02, 767 .08, '767 .10, 767 .23, 767 .25, 767 .32 and 767 .51, Stats. 

(2) APPLICABILITY. This chapter applies to any petition for a tempo­
rary or final order for child support of a marital or nonmarital child in an 
action affecting a family under s. 767.02, Stats., any stipulated child sup­
port settlement under s. 767.10, Stats., or any revision of judgment 
under s. 767 .32, Stats. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, elf. 2-1-87; r. (2) (b) to (d), Register, Au­
gust, 1987, No. 380, elf. 9-1-87; am. (1), r. and recr. (2), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, etr. 
3-1-95. 

HSS 80.02 Definitions. In this chapter: 

(1) "Acknowledgement of paternity" means both the mother and the 
father voluntarily signed and filed a form under s. 69.15 (3) (b) 1 or 3, 
Stats., with the state registrar. 

(2) "Adjusted base" means the monthly income at which the child 
support obligation is determined for serial family payers, which is the 
payer's base less the amount of any existing legal obligation for child 
support. 

(3) "Assets available for imputing income" means all real or personal 
property over which a payer can exercise ownership or control, including 
but not limited to, life insurance, cash and deposit accounts. stocks and 
bonds, business interests, net proceeds resulting from worker's compen­
sation or other personal injury awards not intended to replace income, 
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and cash and corporate income in a corporation in which the payer has an 
ownership interest sufficient to individually exercise control and when 
the cash or corporate income is not included as gross income under s. HSS 
80.02 (13). 

( 4) "Base" means the monthly income at which the child support obli­
gation is determined, which is calculated by adding together the payer's 
gross income and the payer's imputed income for child support, and di­
viding by 12. 

(5) "Child" means the natural or adopted child of the payer. 

(6) "Child support" or "child support obligation" means an obligation 
to support a marital child either in an intact family or as a result of a 
court order, an obligation to support the payer's nonmarital child as a 
result of a court order, or an obligation to support the payer's nonmarital 
child in an intact family as a result of adoption, maternity or an acknowl­
edgement of paternity. 

(7) "Court" means a circuit court judge or family court commissioner. 

(8) "Current 6-month treasury bill rate" means the yield of a U.S. 
government security with a term of 6 months. 

(9) "Department" means the Wisconsin department of health and so­
cial services. 

( 10 ) " Dependent household member" means a person for whom a tax­
payer is entitled to an exemption for the taxable year under 26 USC 151. 

( 11 ) "Family support" means an amount which a person is legally ob­
ligated to pay pursuant to an order under s. 767.261, Stats., as a substi­
tute for child support under s. 767 .25, Stats., and maintenance payments 
under s. 767 .26, Stats. 

( 12) "Federal dependency exemption" means the deduction allowed in 
computing taxable income pursuant to 26 USC 151 for a child of the 
taxpayer who has not attained the age of 19 or who is a student. 

(13) "Gross income" means: 

(a ) All income considered federal gross income under 26 CFR 1.61-1; 

(b ) Net proceeds resulting from worker's compensation or other per-
sonal injury awards intended to replace income; 

(c) Unemployment compensation; 

(d) Income continuation benefits; 

( e) Voluntary deferred compensation, employe contributions to any 
employe benefit plan or profit-sharing, and voluntary employe contribu­
tions to any pension or retirement account whether or not the account 
provides for tax deferral or avoidance; 

(f) Military allowances and veterans benefits; 

(g) Undistributed income of a corporation, including a closely-held 
corporation, or any partnership, including a limited or limited liability 
partnership, in which the payer has an ownership interest sufficient to 
individually exercise control or to access the earnings of the business, 
unless the income included is an asset under sub. (3); 
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Note: Income considered under this subsection is subject to the adjustments under s. HSS 
80.03 (2 ). 

(h ) Any income imputed to the payer under s. HSS 80.05; and 

(i) All other income, whether taxable or not, except that gross income 
does not include public assistance or child support received from previ­
ous marriages or from paternity adjudications. 

(14) "Gross income available for child support" means the amount of 
gross income after adding wages paid to dependent household members 
and subtracting business expenses which the court determines are rea­
sonably necessary for the production of that income or operation of the 
business and which may differ from the determination of allowable busi­
ness expenses for tax purposes. 

(15) "Imputed income for child support" means the amount of income 
ascribed to assets which are unproductive or to which income has been 
diverted to avoid paying child support or from which income is necessary 
to maintain t he child or children at the economic lev l they would enjoy 
if they were 1iving with bot h parents, and which exceeds t he actual earn­
ings of the assets. 

( 16) "Intact family" means a family in which the child or children and 
the payer reside in the same household and the payer shares his or her 
income directly with t he child or children and has a legal obligation to 
support the child or children. 

( 17) "Legal obligation for child support" has the meaning prescribed 
for "child support" or "child support obligation" in sub. (6). 

(18) "Marital child" means a child determined to be a marital child 
under s. 767 .60, Stats. 

(19) "Parent" means the natural or adoptive parent of the child. 

(20) "Parent with Jess time" means the parent having physical place­
ment of the child less than 182 days a year. 

(21 ) "Parent with more time" means the parent having physical place­
ment of the child more than 183 days a year. 

(22) "Payee" means the parent who is the recipient of child support as 
a result of a court order. 

(23) "Payer" means the parent who incurs a legal obligation for child 
support as a result of a court order. 

(24) "Serial family payer" means a payer wi th an existing legal obliga­
tion for child support who incw·s an additional legal obligation for child 
support in a subsequent family as a result of a court order. 

(25) "Shared-time payer" means a payer who provides overnight child 
care or equivalent care beyond the threshold and assumes all variable 
child care costs in proportion to the number of days he or she cares for the 
child under the shared-time arrangement. 

Nole: '!'here are physical plae menl arrangements in which Lhc pnyer provides child car 
beyond t he thre~hold and incurs addit ion al cost in proportion to the ti me he or she Jlrovides 
care, bulb cause of t he physi~al placement arrangement he or she does not provide overnight 
carll (e.g .• payer provides day care while the payee is worl\ing). Upon request of one of t11c 
parties lhe comt mar dctermin t hat the physical plac mcnt arran((emenl oLher than over­
night care is t he.equivalent or overnigh t care. 
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(26) "Split custody payer" means a payer who has 2 or more children 
and who has physical placement of one or more but not all of the 
children. 

(27) "Standard" or "percentage standard" means the percentage of 
income standard under s. HSS 80.03 (1) which, multiplied by the payer's 
base or adjusted base, results in the payer's child support obligation. 

Note: The standard is based on national studies of the percentage of income used to support 
a child or children, with adjustment downward of those percentages to reflect costs incurred 
by the payer for what used to be called visitation under Wisconsin law and is now called 
physical placement and to maintain health insurance for the child or children. 

(28) "Threshold" means 30% of a year or 109.5 out of every 365 days. 
Note: The threshold was derived by taking 30% of a 365 day year. 

(29) "Total annual income for child support" means gross income 
available for child support plus imputed income for child support. 

(30) "Variable costs" means costs that include but are not limited to 
payment for food, clothing, school, extracurricular activities, recreation 
and day care. 

(31) "Worksheet" means the department's percentage standard work­
sheet, printed as Appendix B to this chapter. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, eff. 2-1-87; r. (2) (b) to (d), r. and recr. (12) 
to (14), renum. (26) to (28) to be (27) to (29) and am. (29), er. (26), Register, August, 1987, 
No. 380, eff. 9-1-87; r. and recr., Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95. 

HSS 80.03 Support orders. ( 1) DETERMINING CHILD SUPPORT USING THE 
PERCENTAGE STANDARD. The payer's base shall be determined by adding 
together the payer's gross income available for child support under sub. 
(2), if appropriate, and the payer's imputed income for child support and 
dividing by 12. This may be done by completing the worksheet in Appen­
dix B, although use of the worksheet for this purpose is not required. The 
percentage of the payer's base or adjusted base that constitutes the child 
support obligation shall be: 

(a) 17% for one child; 

(b) 25% for 2 children; 

(c) 29% for 3 children; 

(d) 31 % for 4 children; and 

( e) 34 % for 5 or more children. 
Note: See Appendix A which indicates the amount of child support at various levels of 

income using the'percentage standard. 

(2) GROSS INCOME AVAILABLE FOR CHILD SUPPORT. In determining the 
payer's base under sub. (1), the court may adjust the gross income by 
adding wages paid to dependent household members and by reducing 
gross income by the business expenses which the court determines are 
reasonably necessary for the production of that income or operation of 
the business and which may differ from the determination of allowable 
business expenses for tax purposes. 

(3) SUPPORT OBLIGATION BASED ON EARNING CAPACITY. In situations 
where the income of the parent obligated to pay child support in accor­
dance with the standard under sub. ( 1) is less than that parent's earning 
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capacity, or in situatio~s where both parents incomes are considered 
under$. HSS 80.04 (2) (c) and the income of one parent is less than that 
parent's earning capacity, the court may establish support by applying 
the percentage standard to: 

(a) An amount determined by the court to represent the payer's abil­
ity to earn, based on the payer's education, training and work experi­
ence, and the availability of work in or near the payer's community; or 

(b) The income a person would earn by working 40 hours per week for 
the federal minimum hourly wage under 29 USC 206 (a) (1).' 

(4) CALCULATION OF FAMILY SUPPORT. When the standard under sub. 
(1) is used to calculate support under s. 767.261, Stats., the amount de­
termined shall be increased by the amount necessary to provide a net 
family support payment, after state and federal income taxes are paid, of 
at least the amount of a child support payment under the standard. 

(5) EXPRESSION OF ORDERED SUPPORT. In temporary, final or revised 
support orders, t he ordered support may be expressed either as a percent­
age of the base or adjusted bas , or as a fixed sum, or as a combination of 
both as permitted under ss. 767.23 (1), 767.25 (l ), 767.32and 767.51 (4), 
Stats. 

(6) DEPENDENCY EXEMP'l'lON. The court may order the payee to waive 
the federal dependency exemption provided that the payee's execution of 
the exemption waiver is made contingent on the receipt of child support 
payments. 

(7) DEVlATION FROM 'rHElPF.lRCENTACE STANDARD. (a) Upon request by 
a party, the court may modify the amount of child support payments 
determined under sub. (l) if, after considering the factors ins. 767.25 
(lm ) or 767.51 (5), Stats., as applicable, the court finds by the greater 
weight of the credible evidence that use of the percentage standard is 
unfair to the child or to any of the parties. 

(b) If the cow·t under par. (a) modifies the amount of child support 
payment determined under sub. (1 ). the court shall state in writing or on 
the record the amount of support that would be required by using the 
percentage standard under sub. (1), the amount by which the court's 
order deviates from tbal amount, its reasons for finding that use of the 
percentage standard is unfair to the child or the party, its reasons for the 
amount of the modification and the basis for the modification as provided 
under ss. 767.25 (ln) (b) and 767.51 (5d) (b), Stats. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, elf. 2-1-87; am. (1) (intro.), Register, Au­
gust, 1987, No. 380, elf. 9-1-87; am. (1) (intro.), renum. (2) to (4) to be (4) to (6) and am. (5), 
er. (2), (3), (7), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, elf. 3-1-95. 

HSS 80.04 Determining the child support obligation in special circum­
stances. Child support may be determined under special circumstances 
as follows: 

(1) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION OF A SERIAL-FAMILY 
PAYER. (a) Applicability. This subsection applies only if tbe additional 
child support obligation incurred by a payer is the result of a court order 
and the support obligation being calculated is for children from a subse­
quent family 01· subsequent paternity judgment or acknowledgment. A 
payer may not use the provisions of this subsection as a basis for seeking 
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modification of an existing order based on a subsequently incurred legal 
obligation for child support. 

(b) Determination. For a serial-family payer the child support obliga­
tion incurred for a marital or nonmarital child in a subsequent family as 
a result of a court order may be determined as follows: 

1. Determine the payer's base under s. HSS 80.03 (1) (intro. ); 

2. Detemrine the order of the payer's legal obligations for child sup­
port by .listing them according to the date each obligation is incurred. 
For a marital child, the legal obligation for child support is incurred on 
the child 's date of birth. For a nonmarital child, the legal obligation for 
child support is incurred on the date of the court order. For a nonmari tal 
child in an intact family, it is incurred on the date of adoption or the date 
of the filing of an acknowledgement of paterni ty. For a nonmarital maw 
ternal child in an intact family, it is incurred on the child's date or birth; 

3. Determine the first child support obligation as follows: 

a. If the payer is subject to an existing support order for that legal 
obligation, the support for that obligation is the monthly amount of that 
order; or 

b. If the payer is not subject to an existing support order for that legal 
obligation, the support is determined by mult iplying the appropriate 
percentage under s. HSS 80.03 (1) for that number of children by the 
payer's base; 

4. Adjust the base by subtracting the support for the first legal obliga­
tion under subd. 3 from the payer's base under subd. 1; 

5. Determine the second child support obligation as follows: 

a. If the payer is subject to an existing support order for that legal 
obligation, the support for that obligation is the monthly amount of that 
order; or 

b. If the payer is not subject to an existing support order for that legal 
obligation, the support is determined by multiplying the appropriate 
percentage under s. HSS 80.03 ( 1) for tbat number of children by t he 
payer's base; 

6. Adjust the base a second time by subtracting the support for the 
second legal obligation determined under subd. 5 from the first adjusted 
base determined under subd. 4; 

7. Repeat the procedure under subds. 5 and 6 for each additional legal 
obligation for child support the serial family payer has incurred; 

8. Multiply the appropriate percentage under s. HSS 80.03 (1) for the 
number of children subject to the new order by the final adjusted base 
determined in either subd. 6 or 7 to determine the new child support 
obligation. 

Nole: The following example shows how the child support obligation is determined for a 
serial-family payer whose additional child support obligation has been incurred for a subse­
quent family. 
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Assumptions: 

Parent A's current base is $3000. 

Parent A and Parent B were married, had a child in 1980 and divorced in 1989. Parent A is 
subject to an existing support order of $450 per month. 

Parent A remarries and has two children, one born in 1991 and the other in 1992, and 
remains an intact family. 

Parent A was adjudicated the father in 1993 for a child born in 1990. Child support needs 
to be established for this child. 

Order of parent A's legal obligation for child support. 

First legal obligation: one child (1980) (divorce) 
Second legal obligation: 
Third legal obligation: 

2 children (1991 and 1992) (intact family ) 
one child (1993) (paternity) 

Calculation: 

Parent A's current base 

The first legal obligation is subject to an existing monthly support order 
(divorce) 

Adjust the base 

First adjusted base 

Determine support for the second legal obligation (intact family ) 

Adjust the first adjusted base 

Second adjusted base 

Determine support for the third legal obligation (paternity) 

$3000 

$ 450 

$3000 
- 450 

$2550 

$2550 
x .25 

$637.50 

$2550 
- 637.50 

$1912.50 

$1912.50 
x .17 

$ 325.12 

(2) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION OF A SHARED-TIME 
PAYER. The child support obligation in cases where both parents provide 
overnight child care beyond the threshold may be determined as follows: 

(a) Determine the number of overnights, or the equivalent as deter­
mined by the court in accordance withs. HSS 80.02 (25), each parent has 
the child per year. If the parent with less time has the child at least 110 
overnights but not more than 146 overnights, follow the procedure in 
par. (b). If each parent has the child for at least 147 overnights but for 
not more than 218 overnights, follow the procedure in par. (c). 

(b) In cases where the parent with less time has the child for at least 
110 overnights, or the equivalent as determined by the court in accor­
dance withs. HSS 80.02 (25), per year but not more than 146 per year, 
determine the child support as follows: 

1. Determine the child support obligation under s. HSS 80.03 (1) of the 
parent with less time; 

2. Divide by 365 the number of overnights the parent with less time 
has physical placement of the child to determine the percentage of the 
year that the parent with less time provides overnight care; 
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3. If the percentage under subd. 2 is over 30% but not more than 40%, 
reduce the child support obligation under subd. 1 in accordance with Ta­
ble 80.04 (2) (b); 

TABLE 80.04 (2) (b) 

REDUCTION OF SUPPORT OBLIGATION FOR 31 % TO 40% TIME 
WITH CHILD 

COLUMN A 
% of time with child 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

COLUMNB 
% of original child support obligation 

100% 
96.67% 
93.34% 
90.Gl % 
86.68% 
83.35% 
80.02% 
76.69% 
73.36% 
70.03% 
66.70% 

4. Multiply the child support obligation under subd. 1 by the appropri­
ate percentage from Column B of Table 80.04 (2) (b) to determine the 
amount of child support due; and 

5. Express the amount of child support due identified in subd. 4 either 
as a percentage or as a fixed sum. 

Note: The following example shows how to calculate the amount of child support for a 
shared-time payer who has physical placement of the child more than 30% of the year but not 
more than 40 % of the year. 

Assumptions: 

Number of children: One 

Parent with less time: $2,000 gross income/month 

Assumes child-earing responsibility for 138 days 

Parent with more time: $1,500 gross income/month 

Assumes child-earing responsibility for 227 days 

Calculation: 

The child support obligations of the parent with less time = $2,000 x 17% = $340/ 
month. 

Percentage of the year that the parent with less time provides overnight care = 138 days 
-:- 365 days = .378 or 38%. 

The percentage of the original child support obligation for the parent with less time using 
Table 80.04 (2) (b) = 73.36%. 

The child support owed by the parent with less time = $340 x 73.36% = $249.42. 

The percentage of income of the parent with less time = $249.42 -:- $2,000 = .1247 or 
12.5%. 

(c) In cases where each parent has the child for at least 147 overnights 
per year, or the equivalent as determined by the court in accordance with 
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s. HSS 80.02 (25), but not more than 218 overnights per year, determine 
the child support as follows: 

1. Determine the child support obligation under s. HSS 80.03 (1) of 
each parent as if a payer; 

2. For each parent, divide the number of overnights that the parent 
has physical placement of the child by 365 to determine the percentage of 
the year that the parent provides overnight care; 

3. If for a parent the percentage under subd. 2 is over 40% but not 
more than 59%, reduce the child support obligation for that parent in 
accordance with Table 80.04 (2) (c), and then do the same for the other 
parent: 

TABLE 80.04 (2) (c) 

REDUCTION OF SUPPORT OBLIGATION FOR 41 % TO 59% TIME 
WITH CHILD 

COLUMN A 

% of time with child 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

COLUMN B 

% of original child support obligation 
63.37% 
60.04% 
56.71% 
53.38% 
50.05% 
46.72% 
43.39% 
40.06% 
36.73% 
33.40% 
30.07% 
26.74% 
23.41 % 
20.08% 
16.75% 
13.42% 
10.09% 
6.76% 
3.43% 
0.00% 

4. For each parent, multiply the child support obligation for that par­
ent under subd. 1 by the appropriate percentage from Column B of Table 
80.04 (2) (c) to determine the amount of child support due from that 
parent; 

5. Subtract the lesser child support obligation under subd. 4 from the 
greater child support obligation under subd. 4 to determine the final 
amount of child support due, and the payer. The resulting payer may be 
either parent. 

6. Express the amount of child support due either as a percentage or as 
a fixed sum. 
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Nole: The following example shows how to calculate the amount of child support for a 
shared-time payer who has physical placement of the child for more than 40% but less than 
60% of the year. 

Assumptions: 

Number of children: One 

Parent A: $2,000 gross income/month 

Assumes child-caring responsibility for 160 days 

Parent B: $1,500 gross income/month 

Assumes child-caring responsibility for 205 days 

Calculation: 

Parent A's child support obligation = $2,000 x 17% = $340/month. 

Parent B's child support obligation = $1,500 X 17% = $255/month. 

The percentage of the year that parent A provides overnight care = 160 days + 365 days 
= .438 or 44%. 

The percentage of the year that parent B provides overnight care = 205 days + 365 days 
=.561or56%. 

Using Table 80.04 (2) (c): Parent A's percentage of the original child support obligation = 
53.38%. 

Using Table 80.04 (2) (c): Parent B's percentage of the original child support obligation = 
13.42%. 

The amount of child support parent A owes =. $340 x 53.38 % = $181.49. 

The amount of child support parent B owes = $255 x 13.42% = $34.22. 

The payer and the final amount of child support owed = $181.49 - $34.22 = $147.27 
owed by parent A. 

The percentage of parent A's income owed as child support = $147.27 + $2,000 = .0736 
or 7.36%. 

(3) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION OF A SPLIT-CUSTODY 
PAYER. (intro.) For a split-custody payer, the child support obligation 
may be determined as follows: 

(a) Determine the payer's base in accordance withs. HSS 80.03 (1) 
(intro.) for calculating the amount of child support. 

(b) Multiply the payer's base established under par. (a) by the appro­
priate percentage under s. HSS 80.03 (1) for the number of children in 
the payee's custody to determine the payer's child support obligation in 
dollars. 

(c) Determine the payee's base in accordance with s. HSS 80.03 (1) 
(intro.) for calculating the amount of child support. 

(d) Multiply the payee's base established under par. (c) by the appro­
priate percentage under s. HSS 80.03 (1) for the number of children in 
the payer's custody to determine the payee's child support obligation. 

( e) Subtract the smaller child support obligation from the larger to 
determine the reduced amount of child support owed by the parent with 
the larger child support obligation. 
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Nole: The following example shows how to calculate the amount of child support for a split-
custody payer: · 

Assumptions: 

The payer is divorced and has 3 children; 

The payer has custody of one child; 

The payer's monthly gross income is $3,000; 

The payee has custody of 2 children; and 

The payee's monthly gross income is $1,500. 

Calculation: 

The payer's base $3,000 

The payer's original child support obligation (25% x $3,000) 

The payee's base 

The payee's original child support obligation (17% x $1500) 

The payer owes the payee (750 - 255) 

750 

1,500 

255 

$495 

Hislory: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, ell'. 2-1-87; am. (1) (a), (b) (intro.) and 1., 
(3) (intro.), (a) and (c), r. and recr. (2), Register, August, 1987, No. 380, ell'. 9-1-87; r. and 
recr. (1), (2), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, ell'. 3-1-95. 

HSS 80.05 Determining imputed income for child support. For a payer 
with assets, a reasonable earning potential may be attributed to the as­
sets as follows: 

(1) Determine the payer's gross income; 

(2) If the court finds that the payer has underproductive assets or has 
diverted income into assets to' avoid paying child support or that income 
from the payer's assets is necessary to maintain the child or children at 
the economic level they would have enjoyed if they and their parents had 
been living together, identify those assets and then impute income to 
them by multiplying the total net value of the assets by the current 6-
month treasury bill rate or any other rate that the court determines is 
reasonable; and 

( 3) Subtract the actual earnings of the assets from the imputed income 
from the assets to determine the imputed income for child support. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, ell'. 2-1-87; r. and recr. Register, August, 
1987, No. 380, ell'. 9-1-87; am. (2), Register, February, 1995, ell'. 3-1-95. 
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Appendix A 

CHILD SUPPORT PERCENTAGE CONVERSION TABLE 
FIVE OR 

ONE TWO THREE FOUR MORE 
CHILD CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN 

BASE 0.17 0.25 0.29 0.31 0.34 
50.00 8.50 12.50 14.50 15.50 17.00 

100.00 17.00 25.00 29.00 31.00 34.00 
150.00 25.50 37.50 43.50 46.50 51.00 
200.00 34.00 50.00 58.00 62.00 68.00 
250.00 42.50 62.50 72.50 77.50 85.00 
300.00 51.00 75.00 87.00 93.00 102.00 
350.00 59.50 87.50 101.50 108.50 119.00 
400.00 68.00 100.00 116.00 124.00 136.00 
450.00 76.50 112.50 130.50 139.50 153.00 
500.00 85.00 125.00 145.00 155.00 170.00 
550.00 93.50 137.50 159.50 170.50 187.00 
600.00 102.00 150.00 174.00 186.00 204.00 
650.00 110.50 162.50 188.50 201.50 221.00 
700.00 119.00 175.00 203.00 217.00 238.00 
750.00 127.50 187.50 217.50 232.50 255.00 
800.00 136.00 200.00 232.00 248.00 272.00 
850.00 144.50 212.50 246.50 263.50 289.00 
900.00 153.00 225.00 261.00 279.00 306.00 
950.00 161.50 237.50 275.50 294.50 323.00 

1,000.00 170.00 250.00 290.00 310.00 340.00 
1,050.00 178.50 262.50 304.50 325.50 357.00 
1,100.00 187.00 275.00 319.00 341.00 374.00 
1,150.00 195.50 287.50 333.50 356.50 391.00 
1,200.00 204.00 300.00 348.00 372.00 408.00 
1,250.00 212.50 312.50 362.50 387.50 425.00 
1,300.00 221.00 325.00 377.00 403.00 442.00 
1,350.00 229.50 337.50 391.50 418.50 459.00 
1,400.00 238.00 350.00 406.00 434.00 476.00 
1,450.00 246.50 362.50 420.50 449.50 493.00 
1,500.00 255.00 375.00 435.00 465.00 510.00 
1,550.00 263.50 387.50 449.50 480.50 527.00 
1,600.00 272.00 400.00 464.00 496.00 544.00 
1,650.00 280.50 412.50 478.50 511.50 561.00 
1,700.00 289.00 425.00 493.00 527.00 578.00 
1,750.00 297.50 437.50 507.50 542.50 595.00 
1,800.00 306.00 450.00 522.00 558.00 612.00 
1,850.00 314.50 462.50 536.50 573.50 629.00 
1,900.00 323.00 475.00 551.00 589.00 646.00 
1,950.00 331.50 487.50 565.50 604.50 663.00 
2,000.00 340.00 500.00 580.00 620.00 680.00 
2,050.00 348.50 512.50 594.50 635.50 697.00 
2,100.00 357.00 525.00 609.00 651.00 714.00 
2,150.00 365.50 537.50 623.50 666.50 731.00 
2,200.00 374.00 550.00 638.00 682.00 748.00 
2,250.00 382.50 562.50 652.50 697.50 765.00 
2,300.00 391.00 575.00 667.00 713.00 782.00 
2,350.00 399.50 587.50 681.50 728.50 799.00 
2,400.00 408.00 600.00 696.00 744.00 816.00 
2,450.00 416.50 612.50 710.50 759.50 833.00 
2,500.00 425.00 625.00 725.00 775.00 850.00 
2,550.00 433.50 637.50 739.50 790.50 867.00 
2,600.00 442.00 650.00 754.00 806.00 884.00 
2,650.00 450.50 662.50 768.50 821.50 901.00 
2,700.00 459.00 675.00 783.00 837.00 918.00 
2,750.00 467.50 687.50 797.50 852.50 935.00 
2,800.00 476.00 700.00 812.00 868.00 952.00 
2,850.00 484.50 712.50 826.50 883.50 969.00 
2,900.00 493.00 725.00 841.00 899.00 986.00 
2,950.00 501.50 737.50 855.50 914.50 1,003.00 
3,000.00 510.00 750.00 870.00 930.00 1,020.00 
3,050.00 518.50 762.50 884.50 945.50 1,037.00 
3,100.00 527.00 775.00 899.00 961.00 1,054.00 
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CHILD SUPPORT PERCENTAGE CONVERSION TABLE 
FIVE OR 

ONE TWO THREE FOUR MORE 
CHILD CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN 

BASE 0.17 0.2!i 0.29 0.31 0.34 
S,lii0.00 535.50 78'7 .50 913.50 976.50 l ,071.00 
3,200.00 544.00 800.00 928.00 992.00 l,088.00 
3,260.00 552.50 81.2:50 9·1·2.50 1,007.50 l,l. 05.00 
ll,300.00 561.00 825.00 957.00 1,023.00 1,122.00 
s.sso.oo 569.50 83'7.50 ral.50 ~ ,038.50 1,139.00 
3,~ 00.00 578.00 850.00 86.00 ,054.00 l ,J.56.00 
a.i11io.oo 586.50 862.50 1.000.50 t 069.50 l,173.00 
3,500.00 595.00 875.00 l,015.00 l,085.00 1, 190.00 
3,550.00 603.50 887.50 1,029.50 1,100.50 1.207.00 
3,600.00 612.00 9.00.00 J.0~4-.00 p16.00 1,224.. 00 
3.650.00 620.50 912.50 1,058.50 ,131.50 1,Ul.00 
3,700.00 629.00 925.00 J,073.00 ,147.00 l.258.'00 
3,750.00 637.50 937.SO 1,087.50 1,162.50 1,275.00 
3,800.00 646.00 950.00 l,~02.00 l,178.00 1,292. 00 
3,850.00 654.50 9,62.50 J,)J.6.50 } ,193.50 1,1109.00 
3,900.00 663.00 975.00 1.131.00 1,209.00 1.,326.00 
3,950.00 671.50 98'1.50 1..1 45.50 l ,224.50 l ,3•13~00 
4,000.00 680.00 1,000.00 1,160.00 1,240.00 1,360.00 
4.050.00 688.50 ~.012.50 l,174.50 1,255.50 1,377.00 
•l,100.00 697.00 l,025.00 l,189.00 l,271.00 l.391.00 
4, l50.00 705.50 '1,037.50 1.203.50 1,286.50 1.411.00 
4,200.00 714.00 1,050.00 1,218.00 l ,302.00 1,428.00 
4,W0.00 722.50 1,062.50 1,232.50 1,317.50 1,445.00 
4,300.00 731.00 l ,075.00 l,2'1,7.00 1,333.00 l ,'162. 00 
4,350.00 739.50 1,087.50 l,261.5() 1,348.50 j ,479.00 
4,4.00.00 748.00 l,100.00 Ul76.00 1,364.00 'l,1196.00 
4,450'.00 756.50 l .J 12.50 1,290.50 1 ,379.50 j .513.00 
4,500.00 765.00 1, 125.00 l,305.00 1,395.00 1,530.00 
4,550.00 773.50 .l,137.50 1,319.50 ~ 410.50 l ,M'i'.00 
4,600.00 782.00 1,150.00 1,334.00 .\.426.00 l.564.00 
4.650.00 790.50 1,162.50 l.348.50 1.441.50 l,581.00 
4,700.00 799.00 J,175.00 l,363 .00 'l.457.00 1,598.00 
4,750.00 807.50 l.187.50 1.377.50 1,472.50 1;015.00 
4,800.00 816.00 l,200.00 1,392.00 1,488.00 1,632.00 
d,850M 824.50 1.212.50 L,406 .50 1,503.50 l.,649.00 
4,900.00 833.00 1.2~. oo 1.421.00 l,519.00 1,666.00 
4.950.00 841.50 1,237.50 1,435.50 1.534.50 1.683.00 
5,000.00 850.00 1,250.00 1.450.00 1,550.00 1 ,700.00 
5,050.00 858.50 1,262 .• 50 l,464.50 1,565.50 1,717.00 
5, 1.00.00 867,00 1,275.00 l,479.00 \,581.00 l,731.00 
5,150.00 875.50 l,287.50 'l,493.50 1,596.50 1,751.00 
5,200.00 884.00 1,300.00 1,508,00 1,612.00 l,768.00 
5.250.00 892.50 1,312.50 J,522.50 1,627.50 1.785.00 
5,800.00 901.00 1,325.00 1.537.00 1,643.00 1,802 .00 
5,350.00 909.50 1,337.50 l,551.50 1,658.50 1,81.9.00 
5.'100.00 918.00 1,350.00 1.,566.00 1,674.00 1,836.00 
5,450.00 926.50 1.362.50 1,580.50 1,689.50 1,853.00 
5,500.00 935.00 1,375.00 .1.,595.00 1,705.00 1,870.00 
5,550.00 943.50 1,387.50 1,600.50 1,720.50 j ,887.00 
5.600.00 952.00 1,400.00 1.624.00 1,736.00 l,9011.00 
5,650.00 960.50 1.412.50 l,638.50 1 751.50 1,92).00 
5,700.00 969.00 1.425.00 l,653.00 1,767.00 1,938. 00 
5,750.00 977.50 1,487.50 .1,667.60 1,782.50 1,955 .. 00 
5.800.00 986.00 1,450.00 l,682.00 1,798.00 l ,972.00 
5,850.00 994.50 1,462.50 1,6%.Gb 1,813.50 1,989.00 
5 ,900.00 1,003.00 1,475.00 'l.71l.OO 1.829.00 2,006.00 
5 ,950.00 1,011.50 1.487.50 l,725.50 1,844.50 2,02.3.00 
G,000.00 1,020.00 1,500.00 J,740.00 1,860.00 2. 0~0.00 
6,050.00 1,028.50 l,GJ2.50 l 754 .50 1,875.50 2,057.oO 
6.100.00 1,037.00 1,525.00 1,769.00 ~ ,891.00 2.074.00 
0.150.00 1,045.50 1,537.50 1.783.50 ,906.50 2,091.00 
G,200.00 1,054.00 1,550.00 1,798.00 1,922.00 2,108.00 
6,250.00 1,062.50 1,562.50 J.812.50 1,937.50 2.125.00 
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CHILD SUPPORT PERCENTAGE CONVERSION TABLE 
FIVE OR 

ONE TWO THREE FOUR MORE 
CHILD CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN CHILDREN 

BASE 0.17 0.25 0.29 0.31 0.34 
6,300.00 1,071 .00 1,575.00 1,827.00 1,953.00 2,142.00 
6,350.00 1,079.50 1,587.50 1,841.50 1,968.50 2,159.00 
6,400.00 1,088.00 1,600.00 1,856.00 1,984.00 2,176.00 
6,450.00 1,096.50 1,612.50 1,870.50 1,999.50 2,193.00 
6,500.00 1,105.00 1,625.00 1,885.00 2,015.00 2,210.00 
6,550.00 1,113.50 1,637.50 1,899.50 2,030.50 2,227.00 
6,600.00 1,122.00 1,650.00 1,914.00 2,046.00 2,244.00 
6,650.00 1,130.50 1,662.50 1,928.50 2,061.50 2,261.00 
6,700.00 1,139.00 1,675.00 1,943.00 2,077.00 2,278.00 
6,750.00 1,147.50 1,687.50 1,957.50 2,092.50 2,295.00 
6,800.00 1,156.00 1,700.00 1,972.00 2,108.00 2,312.00 
6,850.00 1,164.50 1,712.50 1,986.50 2,123.50 2,329.00 
6,900.00 1,173.00 1,725.00 2,001.00 2,139.00 2,346.00 
6,950.00 1,181.50 1,737.50 2,015.50 2,154.50 2,363.00 
7,000.00 1,190.00 1,750.00 2,030.00 2,170.00 2,380.00 
7,050.00 1,198.50 1,762.50 2,044.50 2,185.50 2,397.00 
7,100.00 1,207.00 1,775.00 2,059.00 2,201.00 2,414.00 
7,150.00 1,215.50 1,787.50 2,073.50 2,216.50 2,431.00 
7,200.00 1,224.00 1,800.00 2,088.00 2,232.00 2,448.00 
7,250.00 1,232.50 1,812.50 2,102.50 2,247.50 2,465.00 
7,300.00 1,241.00 1,825.00 2,117.00 2,263.00 2,482.00 
7,350.00 1,249.50 1,837.50 2,131.50 2,278.50 2,499.00 
7,400.00 1,258.00 1,850.00 2,146.00 2,294.00 2,516.00 
7,450.00 1,266.50 1,862.50 2,160.50 2,309.50 2,533.00 
7,500.00 1,275.00 1,875.00 2,175.00 2,325.00 2,550.00 
7,550.00 1,283.50 1,887.50 2,189.50 2,340.50 2,567.00 
7,600.00 1,292.00 1,900.00 2,204.00 2,356.00 2,584.00 
7,650.00 1,300.50 1,912.50 2,218.50 2,371.50 2,601.00 
7,700.00 1,309.00 1,925.00 2,233.00 2,387.00 2,618.00 
7,750.00 1,317.50 1,937.50 2,247.50 2,402.50 2,635.00 
7,800.00 1,326.00 1,950.00 2,262.00 2,418.00 2,652.00 
7,850.00 1,334.50 1,962.50 2,276.50 2,433.50 2,669.00 
7,900.00 1,343.00 1,975.00 2,291.00 2,449.00 2,686.00 
7,950.00 1,351.50 1,987.50 2,305.50 2,464.50 2,703.00 
8,000.00 1,360.00 2,000.00 2,320.00 2,480.00 2,720.00 
8,050.00 1,368.50 2,012.50 2,334.50 2,495.50 2,737.00 
8,100.00 1,377.00 2,025.00 2,349.00 2,511.00 2,754.00 
8,150.00 1,385.50 2,037.50 2,363.50 2,526.50 2,771.00 
8,200.00 1,394.00 2,050.00 2,378.00 2,542.00 2,788.00 
8,250.00 l,402.50 2,062.50 2,392.50 2,557.50 2,805.00 
8,300.00 1,411.00 2,075.00 2,407.00 2,573.00 2,822.00 
8,350.00 1,419.50 2,087.50 2,421.50 2,588.50 2,839.00 
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APPENDIX B 

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
Division of Economic Supporl 
DES-J 144 (Revised 9/94) 

CHILD SUPPORT PERCENTAGE WORKSHEET 

This form may tie u~d to calculate a child support obligalion in accordance with Chapter HSS 80, 
WiKonsin Administrative Code. 
USE OF TlllS FORM BY THE COURT IS OPTIONAL 

f'"t name 
0 Mother 

0 Father 

Judge 

Branch 

Case number 

TI1i" w~~~'lti:1l r makes use: Qr 1hoc r11nm.:m1 iufo1malkn1 pro;ildcd 10 lhC tom1 llptftr W~oh1in St.1 1mia-, 's 76 .n ~.::ul ;1 1lu" 
of chlld a~1pr1m cm Lh l:1 focm tct qu ira . rt t ei ui tnt.mum, kJH>•rdnt; tJ11: P.-i1Yl!!f'i gm.s:.!i lm:ome .. Sl~w the 11e1 value M .rn lll llC tll 
w.·hkh are 1mdt1pcodu;;1lve r U1 ¥11hii;h lt1cthnt h:tJ !tan lil vem:ll In a,'tl t&I f1.1ying c.hlltJ ~up~tf\ , or frum whh:h r~omt 11 
11eces.!11')" in uu1h1111h1 d1tt C'hlk! tlr chlldteu .al lhc et-ooolrlic levt l 1.hc)I «·oufd tl,,,.o enjoyed 1( 1hey or their· p.ucnl\ """trc 1h·111f 
1ngether In t1t~f l ll fmpl,l le lnl:mrn: !O those ii.UCL'! 11~ arnoont hy '1l'!k'h lh.c: ln1puted llll; ftMlC rumt :n.ieti e,,aieds the Jctu.a 
c:unillgt ofdWU!. ll.UCtl 11 &ddcd10 lhe gross ln.."'"1'Hne . lrnpuuillofl or Income 10 llSSC.lJ is dQnCI Jt.d1c: IC111pofllry htann~ ('Inly 10 
Lh u.1c1U th;u fnfu nmilil n l5 .wlJ l.£1.bte to dJe eQUI l or fnmily Cc.'lull commW lnncr 

SECTION I . COMPUTATION OF THE BASE AMOUNT FOR CALCULATING SUPPORT 
A Calculation of gross income: 

INSTRUCTIONS: Determine the payer's annual gross income using lhe total disclosed to the court on the standard 
financial disclosure form and reponcd on the taApayer's individual income 1u as total income. 

I Annual income from all sources 

En1er the amount of public assistance receiYed 

3 Enter the amount of child supporl received from previous marriages or 
paternity adjudications 

Add the amounts in line 2 and 3. This is a subtotal 

Suh11act Line 4 from line I. This is lhe payer's gross income 

ADJUSTMENTS TO GROSS INCOME: 

Enter the amount of wages paid 10 dependent household members (if applicable) 

1. Add line 6 to line S. This is a sublota\ 

8. Enter the amount or business c;1;penses which lhe cour1 determines arc reasonably 
necessary to the production or income or operation or the business 

9 Subtract line 8 from line 7 This Is the payer's gross income available 
for child support 

B Calculation of impuccd income for child support: 
JNSTRUCTIONS : Indicate the nel value and actual earnings or each as.se1 from the financial disclosure form (Wisconsin 

Statutes, S . 767 .21) which is undcrproduc1ivc or lo which income has been diverted co avoid paying child supporl, or (rom 
which income is necessary 10 mainuin the child or children at the economic level they would enjoy ir they and their parents 
'll<'t ft 1111 livin.IJ IOJtc~e:r 

£w1~nv tlHC'1lp1la n Net Value Actual earning : 

l!1 TOTAL 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

.. ..... ' .......... ......... _ 

Mullipl~ the total net value of assccs lis1ed above by lhe current si;( month trea.~ury bill rate or by 
any olher rate the court considers to be reasonable to determine the imputed income from assets. 

11 ····--·-------·- ··-- ' ··-··--------· ~ -·- ·····--·· ···-·· 
(IOtal ne1 va lue or assets) (rille) (imputed income lrom as.se1s) 
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INSTRUCTIONS: Sul:itrac1 the actual earnings or the asseL'i. from the imputed income from asselS to determine the 
imputed income for child support. 

12 -··• • -·•--•••••n•••••-••-••• m ~-------•·••••---
(imputed income from assets) (actu:ll income from assets) (imputed income for child support) 

C Determination of total monthly support obligation: 

I Enter the amount from Pan A, line 9 (g:rnss income available for child support) 

Enter the amount from Part B, line 12 (imputed income for child support) 

Add line I and line 2 This is the tot.al annual income foe computing child suppon 

4 Enter 1he amount from line 3 (lolal annual income for child support} 

Divide the amoun1 in line 4 by 12 This is Lhe ~ase 

Enter lhe amount from line 5 (base} 

7 Enter the appropriate percentage from lhe following table 

a One child .,.. .. • ....... 17% 
b, Two children .. ... .. . , ...... ,,. ... 2.S% 
c Three children .. ............ 29% 
d Four children ,.,., . . .. , 31 % 
e Five or more children .... , .. 34% 

8. Multiply line 6 hy line 7. This is the TOTAL MONTHLY SUPPORT OBLIGATION . 

ar----- ="':C ::r=~ =~=-=-;m'--,..;---- ·- ... •"'I .,,,.}/lt ......... = :r == ----=-.. -=--....... -... = -==-= = ::r 
SECTION a - COMPUTATION OF THE ADJUSTED MONTHLY SUPPORT OBLIGATION FOR SERIAL·FAMILY PAYERS 

I. Determine the BASE under SECTION I, C.I through C.5 and 
tntcr lhRI MllOHnt he.re• 

2. Determine the order of the payer's legal obligations for child suppon by !isling lhem according 10 the date each 
obligation is incurred. For marilal c:hild(ren), the legal obligation for child support is incurred on 1he child·s date or 
birth. For nonmarital child(ren), lhe legal obligation for child support is incurred on the dale of the court order for 
nonmarilal child(ren) in an inlacl family, it Is inc:urred on lhe date or adoption or the dale of lhe filing of an 
acknowledgemenl of paternity. For a nonmarital malcmal cl1ild(ren) in an intact family, ii is incurred on the child's dale 
of birth 

Da~8~f~~e~:C~~~ ::::: ~~::~:~:~~--------­
D~t~teof~~~ef~~~~ ::::: ~~::~:~:~~---------

3. Determine the monthly support for the firsl legal obligation: 

a) If lhe payer is subject 10 an existing support order for lhal legal obligalion, the support is the monthly amount 
or thal order Enter I hat amount here 

bJ Ir lhe payer is not subject to a11 existing support order for that legal obligation, the support is determined by 
multipl)·ing 1he BASE (line I) by the percentage for the appropriate family size (I, C. 7). 
Enter thal amount here 

4. Suhtracl either line J(a) or J(b) rrom line I (BASE} 
This is 1he Firsl Adjusted Base 

5 De1ennine the monthly support for the second legal obligaiion: 

a) Jr the payer is subject to an existing support order for thal legal obligation, lhe 
support is the monthly amount or that order Enter that amount here 

6. Subtract either line S(a) or 5(b) from line 4 (Firsl Adjusted Base) 
This is lhe Second Adjus!ed Base 

7 Determine the monthly support for the third legal obligation: 

a) If the payer is subject lo an existing suppon order for that legal obligation, the support for thal obligation is 
the monlhlv amount or that order 
Enter lhat imount here 

b) If the payer is not subject lo an existing support order for thal legal obligation, the support is delcrmined by 
multiplying !he SECOND ADJUSTED BASE (line 6) by the approprialc percentage for the number of children (I, C. 7). 

Enter that amount here 
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8, Subtract either line 7(a) or 7(b) from line 6 (Second Adjus1cd Base). 
This is the Third Adjus1ed Base 

9, Continue this process for each additional legel obligalion for child support the serial·family payer has incurred. 

10. Multiply the appropriale percentage for the number of children subject to the new 
order by the final adjusted base to detennine the child support obligalion. 

Note : In cases where a court order needs to be determined for marital children and 1he date or an adjudicated 
paternity falls between the birth dates of the first and last child in the family with marital children, the legal obligation 
for child support to this family is detem1ined as follows: 

I. Determine fhe support for the number of children in this fam ily whose birth dates arc prior to the dale of 1hc 
patern ity adjudication (Follow Section II. par. I through 6) 

2 Dctcnninc the support for the number of children In this family whose birth dates rall after the date or 1he 
p<>.tcmity adjudication by first doing the following: 

a) Enter the appropriate percentage from I. C. 7 for the number of all the children 
in the marital family 

b) Enter the percentage used for the number of 
children from line 10(1) 

c) Subtract line I0(2)(b) from line 10(2)(a) 

dl Use the percentage in 10(2)(c) lo determine the support for the remaining 
children in the marital family (follow Seclion II par. 6 and 7). 
Enter thal amount here 

J Determine the approprialc support order for the marital 
family by adding the amounts in line 10(1) and line 10(2)(d) 
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