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Subchapter I -

Purpose and Scope

ILHR 50.01 Purpose of code. The purpose of this code is
to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public and
employes by establishing minimum standards for the de-
sign, construction, structural strength, quality of materi-
als, adequateegress facilities, sanitary faciiities, natural
lighting, heating and ventilating, energy conservation,
and fire safety for all public buildings and places .of em-
ployment ,

Note; The purpose as stated can be traced to the terms used in the "safe
place" statutes, ch, 101, Stats .

Note: This code is intended for the protection of the public and is not
intended as a design manual, a textbook or a construction manual.

Note: The code cannot address every conceivable design option, points of
code application and clarification will be addressed and issued from time to
time and will be published in the Wisconsia Building Codes Reportavaila-
ble from the Safety and Buildings Division, P.. O. Box 7969, Madison, Wis-
consin 53707.

H'istory: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No 252, e8: 1-1-77.

ILHR 50.02 Scope. The provisions of chs. ILHR 50-64
apply to all public buildings and places of employment,
except those indicated in s. ILHR 50.04. The provisions of
these chapters are not retroactive unless specifically
stated in the administrative rule. Where different sections
of these chapters specify different requirements, the most
restrictive requirement shall govern, except as specified in
ss .. II.HR 51 .02 (11) (b) 4 ., 52.012; 52.013, 58.001 (2) (c),
62.93 and 64.57 (4). No part of this code is intended to
prohibit or discourage the design and construction of inno-
vative buildings or the use of new materials or systems
provided written approval from the department is ob-
tained. Under this section, written approval from the de-

partment shall include, but is not limited to, an accept-
ance through preliminary design consultation, plan re-
view, petition for variance, official code interpretation,
material approval or other written forms of communica-
tion .

Note: For a de5nition of "public buildin$' and `place of employment ;' see

as.. ILHR 51 .01 (102b) and 51..01(104a) or s.: 101 ..01(2), Stats.

Note: Other state agencies and local municipalities may have adopted
building or construction *eq++iremerts that are either more restrictive or
address other issues than those specified in this code .,

Note: The overall enforcement responsibility for this code is equally
shared by the buslding inspector and the fire iaspector.: Normally, the build-
fng inspector has primary responsibility during constraction of the building,
while the fire inspector has primary responsibility after the building is
completed. The enforcement of many of the provisions of the code is the
primary responsibility of the fire inspector, and compliance with these pro-
visions should be of primary concern while conducting the fire prevention
inspections mandated by s.101 .14, Stats. SeeAppendia B for a listing of the
code sections for which the fire inspector has the primary enforcement
respomsibdity-

H'istory: Cn Register, December 1976, No. 252, eff 1-1-77; am. Iiegis-
ter, December, 1981, No., 312, eS 1-1-82; am. Register, October, 1982, No..
322, eS . 11-1-82; am.. Register, December, 1983, No.. 336, eff, 1-1•84; am,
Register, August,1985, No . 356, eS 1-1-86; emerg. am. eff.9-6-86; am.
Register, November, 1986, No.. 371, eS 1 2, •1-86; am. Register, March, 1991,
No, 423, eff. 4-1-91; am., Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 41-95.

Subchapter I! -

Application of Building Code

ILHR 50.03 Application. (1) NEW BUILDINGS AND ADDI-
TToxs. The provisions of this code shall apply to all new
buildings andstructures, and also to additions to existing
buildings and structures, except those indicated in s..
ILHR 50.04.

(2) A1.TExATloxs To BUI1,nIIVGS: The provisions of this
code shall apply to all remodeling or alterations in any
building or structure which affect the structural strength,
fire hazard, exits, required natural lighting or replace-
ment of major equipment. These provisions do not apply to
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minor repairs necessary for the maintenance of any build-
ing or structure nor to buildings exempt, as listed in s .
II.HR 50.04.

(3) CxANGE OF TssE,. (a) If the use of an existing building
or structure is changed in accordance with the definition
of s. ILHR 51.01 (87), and the requirements for the new
use are more stringent than those for the previous use,
the building or structure shall be made to comply with the
requirements for the new use as provided in this code.

1 . Exception. Unless the requirements for the new use
are modified subject to the written approval by the depart-
ment.

2 . Exception. An existing building undergoing a change
of use shall comply with the accessibility requirements
specified in s. ILHR 69.03 (3) .

(b) If, upon inspection of an existing building or struc-
ture, it is found that its use has changed and that it does
not comply with the requirements of the building code in
effect at the time of change, it shall be made to comply
with the code requirements in effect at the time of change
in use.

(4) RESr Room paRrrY Rest room parity applies to any
facility where the public congregates which has a general

capacity or seating capacity of 500 or more persons and
meets the following conditions:

(a) A new structural facility,

(b) A new facility without a permanent structure ;

(c) An existing structural facility with alterations that
affect 50% or more of the square footage of the facility ;

(d) An existing structural facility in which an addition
has a square footage equal to or greater than 51% of the
square footage of the existing structure ; and

(e) An existing facility with no permanent structure
with an addition of land to the facility equal to or greater
than 51% of the existing facility acreage .

Note: The percentage requirements established in this subsection shall
apply to the accumulative sum of any remodeling oradditions, or both
undertaken after March 1, 1994.. The addition of land applies only to that
portion of added land wInch is specified as the eapanxion of the facility or
event on that parcel and may not mean the total added land area to an
existing faci&ty or event.

Sbtory: Cr. Register, Decembec, 1976, No. 252, eff:: 1-1-77; am. (2),
Register, August, 1985, No.. 356 eff. 1-1-86; c.: (4), Register, August, 1993,
No. 452, eff. 3-1-94; r. and recr., (3) (a) 2, Register, November,1994, No.: 467,

effi 12•1-94..

ILHR 50.04 Buildings exempt from code requirements.
This code does not apply to the following types of build-

ing5=

(1) One- and 2-family dwellings and outbuildings in con-
nection therewith such as barns and private garages .

(2) Buildings used exclusively for farming purposes .

Note: For a definition of "farming," see s .. 102 ..04 (3), Stats..

(4) Temporary buildings, used exclusively for construc-
tion purposes, not exceeding 2 stories in height, and not
used as living quarters .

(5) Buildings located on Indian reservation land held in
trust by the United States .

(6) Buildings owned by the federal government., Build-
ings owned by other than the federal government and
leased to the federal government are not exempt.

(7) Bed and breakFast establishments as defined in s. .
ILHR 51.01 (11a)..

(8) Community-based residential facilities located in es
isting buildings and providing care, treatment and ser-
vices to 3 to 8 unrelated adults .

(9) An adult family home certified under s. 50.032 (1)
(b), Stats..

(10) A one- or 2-family dwelling in which a home occupa-
tion is located.

(11) Multifamily dwellings within the scope of ch . ILHR
66, except as provided in s. IL1Bi, 66 .60.

H'istory : Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77; am. (2) and

cr. (5), Register, December, 1977, No.. 264, eff.. 1-1-78; er. (6) to (8), Register,
August, 1985, No. 356 eff..1-1-86; e.: (9) and (10), Register, March, 1991, No..

423, eff: 4-1-91; cr. (11), Register, March, 1995, No. 471, efE 4-1-95.

ILHR 50.05 Existing buildings code. Buildings and strac-
tures erected prior to the effective date of the first build-
ing code (October 9, 1914) shall comply with the general
orders on existing buildings, cbs . Ind 160-164, issued by

the department. Buildings and structures constructed af-
ter October 9, 1914, shall comply with the code in effect at

the time .

Historye Cr., Register, December, 1976, No .. 252, eff. 1-1-77.

ILHR 50.06 Local regulations. (1) AvTgoxrrsr. This code
shall not limit the power of cities, villages and towns to
make, or enforce, additional or more stringent regula-
tions, provided the regulations do not conflict with this
code, or with any other rule of the department, or law.

(2) ExcsrrloN. Pursuant to s 101 .75 (2), Stats., all
manufactured multi-family dwellings approvedby the de-
partment shall be deemed to comply with the require-
ments of all building ordinances and regulations of any
local government except those related to zoning and siting
requirements including, but not limited to, building set-
back, side and rear yard requirements and property line
requirements.

Note:lhis exception applies only to those building elements and budd-
ing parts covered under the provisions of s :. II.HR 50..125 Wisconsin insig

nia. The eaception does not apply to on-site constructed etements such as,
but not limited to, footings,foundatians, attached pozches, steps, concrete
floor slabs and on site constructed mechanical systems .

H'istory: Cr. Register, Deeember,1976, No. 252, eS 1-1-77; ar.. (1), Regis-
ter~ May,1980, No., 293, eS 6-1-80.

Subchapter III -
Design and Supervision

3) Buildings used primarily for hous' livestock or for ILHR 50
.07 Design. Every new building, or alteration to a

( ~ building, shall be designed in compliance with this code.
other agricultural purposes, located on research or labora-
tory farms of public universities or other state institu-
tions.
Register, March, 1995, No.. 471
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every new building, or alteration to a building, containing
not more than 50,000 cubic feet total volume, or addition
to a building in which the volume of the addition results in
the entire building containing not more than 50,000 cubic
feet total volume, may be prepared by a registered archi-
tect, engineer, designer, contractor or an authorized
agent:

(2) BIJII..DINGS CONTAINING MORE THAN 50,000 CUBIC
FEET ToTAI, voI,UME. The plans and specifications for
every new building, or alteration to a building, containing
more than 50,000 cubic feet total volume, or addition to a
building in which the volume of the addition results in the
entire building containing more than 50,000 cubic feet
total volume, shall be designed as follows:

(a) Building or shuctural design. The plans and specifi-
cations for the design of the building or structure shall be
prepared, signed and sealed by a Wisconsin registered
architect or engineer.

(b) Heating, ventilating and air conditioning design .
The plans and specifications for the heating, ventilating
and air conditioning system shall be prepared, signed and
sealed by a Wisconsin registered architect, engineer or
designer.

(c) Energy conservation design. The plans and specifica-
tions for energy conservation design shall be prepared,
signed and sealed by a Wisconsin registered architect,
engineer or designer.

Note: See s.. ILHR 51.01 (139a) for definition of total volume ..

Note: The above terms "registered architect, engineer or designee mean

registered architect, registered professional eagineer or designer as defined
by laws regulating the practice of engineering and architecture found in ch.

443, Stats. Designers are limited to the specific limitations outlined in s . A-

E 5.06.. See s. A-E 2.02 for rules pertaining to signing, sealing and dating of
plansprepared by a registered architect, engineer or designe

rNote; According to s . 87:30; Stats., the construction or placement of'

every building, structure, fill or development placed or maintained within

any flood plain is required to satisfy local or state regulations..

(3) ANTENNAS AND SIIPPORTiNG TOWERS EXCEEDING 200
FEET IN EEEIGxx.. The plans and specifications for antennas
and supporting towers exceeding 200 feet in height shall
be prepared, signed and sealed by a Wisconsin registered
architect or engineer.

H"istory: Cr., Register December,1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77; am. (2) (a)
and (b), cc (2)(c), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am.. (1),
Register, December, 1981, No., 312, WE 1-1-82; cc. (3), Register, December,
1983, No., 336, efC.1-1-84; am .. (2) (c), Etegiste:, Decembe,r,1985, No.. 360, eff.
1-1-86..

ILHR 50.08 Plans, specifications and calculations pre-
pared outside wsconsin .Plans, specifications and calcula-
tions for buildings and structures under s. ILHR 50.07 (2)
and (3), may be prepared by an architect or engineer regis-
tered outside of the state of Wisconsin; provided the fol-
lowing conditions are satisfied •

(1) REGISrRATTON. The state agency or entity which reg-
isters the architect or engineer shall be an agency or en-
tity recognized by the department of regulation and li-
censing as having equivalent standards for registration .

(2) SEAI.. The plans, specifications and calculations shall
bear the signature and seal or stamp of a registered archi-
tect or registered engineer.

(3) CERTIFICATE . A certificate, dated, signed and sealed
by an architect or engineer registered in Wisconsin, shall
be attached to the plans, specifications and calculations .
The certificate shall indicate that the plans, specifications
and calculations were prepared in a state other than Wis-
consin by an architect or professional engineer registered
in that state; describe the work performed by the Wiscon-
sin registered architect or engineer, and include state-
ments to the effect that the plans and specifications have
been reviewed and comply with all applicable local and
state buildings codes, and that the reviewing architect or
engineer will be responsible for the supervision of con-
struction in accordance with the requirements of s . ILHR
50.10.

Hastory: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No.. 252, eff. 1-1-77; am. (intro.),
Register, December, 1983, No.. 336, eff. 1-1-84; renum.. (1) and (2) to be (2)
and (3) and am.. (2), cr. (1), Register, March, 1991, No.. 423, eff:. 4-1-91..

ILHR 50.10 Supervision. All constructions or installa-
tions under s . II.HR 50.07 (2) and (3) shall be supervised
by a Wisconsin registered architect or engineer, except
that a Wisconsin registered designer may supervise the
installation of heating, ventilating and air conditioning
systems and illu*r+i*+ation systems . The person responsible
for supervision shall also be responsible for the construc-
tion and installation being in substantial compliance with
the approved plans and specifications . Should the super-
vising architect, engineer, designer, or the department, be
confronted with a nonconformance to the code during, or
at the end of, construction, said parties, together with the
designing architect, engineer or designer shall effect com-
pliance or shall notify the department of the noncompli-
ance.

(1) DsFnvrrloN . Supervision of construction is a profes-
sional service, as distinguished from superintending of
construction by a contractor, and means the performance,
or the supervision thereot; of reasonable on-the-site obser-
vations to determine that the construction is in substan-
tial compliance with the approved plans and specifica-
tions.

(2) NAME OF SUPERVISING ARCFIITECT, ENGINEER OR DE-

SIGNER. Prior to the start of construction, the owner of the

building or structure, whose name must be a part ot or
accompany, all plans submitted for approval, as required
by s. IIHR 50.12 or an authorized agent, shall designate
to the department, in writing, the name and Wisconsin
registration number of the architect, engineer or designer
retained to supervise construction of the building or struc-
ture .

(3) COMPL7ANCE STATEMENT.. Prior to initial occupancy
of a new buiiding or addition, and prior to final occupancy
of an alteration of an existing building, the supervising
architect, engineer or designer shall file a written state-
ment with the department certifying that, to the best of
his or her knowledge and belief, construction of the por-
tion to be occupied has been performed in substantial com-
pliance with the approved plans and specifications . This
statement shall be provided on a form prescribed by the
department.

Note: See Appendix A for an example of the compliance statement form
(SBD-4927).

H'istory: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff . 1-1-77 ; am, (intro.,)
and (2), Register, December, 1981, No.. 312, efE. 1-1-82; am. (intro.), Regis-

Registes•, March, 1995, No . 471
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ter, December, 1983, No. 336, eff, 1-1-84 ; am.. (2) and (3), Register, January,
1994, No.. 457, effi 2-1-94..

ILHR 50.11 Owner's responsibility. No owner may con-
struct or alter any building or structure, or portion of a
building or structure, or permit any building or structure
to be constructed or altered except in compliance with the
provisions of chs. ILHR 50 to 64. Compliance with the
provisions of this section does not relieve the owner from
compliance with the administrative rules established in
other related codes.

Note: For de5nition of owner, refer to s., 101 ..01(2) (e), Stats..

Note: Section ILHR 50..07 specifies which plans and specifications must
be prepared by a registered architect, engineer or designer.. Section II.HR
50..10 specifies which construction must be supervised by a registered archi-
tect, engineer or designer.. Section ILHR 5010 (2) specifies the owner's
responsibilities in informing the department of the construction supervisor .
Section II.HR 50.10 (3) specifies the requirements for filing completion
statements prior to occupancy . Section ILHR 5012 specifies the require-
meats for plan submittal and approvaL Section ILffii 50 .12 (5) requires
submittal of a plan approval application form, and that form must be signed
by the owner.

H'istory: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No . 252, eff 1-1-77; am.. Regis-
ter, January, 1994, No . 457, eff. 21-94,.

Subchapter IV -
Department Approval

ILHR 50.12 Plan examination and approval . (1) 1`YPES OF
svbDnvcs. Plans and specifications for all buildings and
structures in the following classifications shall be submit-
ted to the department or its authorized representative, as
provided in s . ILHR 50.21, for exami*+ation and approved
before commencing work:

Note: See the scope of the occupancy chapters for examples of specific
types of buildings covered in pars.. (a) through (fl.

Note: Section 101.12 (3) (h), Stats., prohibits local issuance of pe;mits or
licenses for constructiomor use of public buildings or places of employment
until drawings and caluilations have been examined and approved by the
department.

(a) Factories, office and mercantile buildings (ch. ILHR
54).

1 . Except for public mausoleums, department esami*a-
tion and approval for factories, office and mercantile
buildings containing less than 25,000 cubic feet total vol-
ume is waived; however, thebuildings shall comply with
the applicable requirements of this code .

2. Upon written request, the department may conduct
an ezamination of preliminary mausoleum plans for com-
pliance with the provisions of this code . Results of this
examination will be in writing. A fee may be charged for

+„ ,r,,,ia ~n of pYamination, Complete plans and specifica-
tions shall be submitted in accordance with sub. (5) prior
to construction.

(b) Theaters and assembly halls (ch . ILHR 55) .

(c) Schools and other places of instruction (ch. ILHR 56).

(d) Apartment buildings that exceed 60 feet in height or
6 stories, hotels, motels and places of abode (ch . ILHR 57).

(e) Health care facilities and places of detention (ch .
II.HR 58) . Plans shall be submitted for double ceIIing in
existing places of detention only where other alterations
are being made that affect exiting, natural lighting, fire
hazard or structural components. If the increased occu-

Register, March, 1995, No.. 471

pant load does not require physical alteration to the ex-
isting structure, plans are not required to be submitted .

(f) Hazardous occupancies (ch. ILHB 59) .

1 . Department es *► +i*+ation and approval of plans shall
be waived for a hangar accommodating one airplane; how-
ever, the building shall conform with the applicable re-
quirements of this code.

2. Department esamination and approval shall be
waived for a storage garage which is less than 25,000
cubic feet in total volume; however, the building shall
comply with the applicable requirements of this code .

(g) Day care facilities (ch. ILHR 60).

(h) Community-based residential facilities (CBRF) (ch .
ILHiR 61).

(i) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2, department exami-
nation and approval is waived for television and radio
transmitting and receiving antennas, outdoor theater
screens, water tanks, display signs, observation towers,
docks, piers, wharves, tents or inflatable structures used
temporarily, and other similar structures; however, these
structures and temporary tents shall comply with the ap-
plicable structural and other requirements of chs. ILHR
50-64.

2 . a. Plan esa**+i*+ation and approval is required for the
installation of roof mounted antenna structures exceeding
20 feet in height above the roofy unless the building is
otherwise exempt or plan submittal is waived .

b. Plan ega**+i*+a tion and approval is required for the
installation of ground mounted antenna structures es
ceeding 200 feet in height.

c. Plan examination and approval is required for the
installation of ground mounted antenna structures ex-
ceeding 50 feet in height if the structure is located nearer
to any street, public thoroughfare or property line than
the height of the structure measured from the base of the
structure nearest to the street, thoroughfare or property
line to the highest point of the strncture .

(2) TYPES OF PLAN ApPxovar.. The following types of
plans shall be submitted to the department or its author-
ized representative, as provided in s . ILHR 50.21, for eg-
aminatioa and approval before construction is com-
menced:

(a) General building plans.

(b) Structural plans.

(c) 1. Heating and ventilating plans; and

2. Data and information relative to requirements of cbs.
ILHR 63 and 64 for the replacement of a major piece of
heating or air conditioning equipment .

(d) Alteration plans for existing buildings, except for
those alterations involving changes in interior finishes
only.

(e) Revisions to previously esami*_+ed plans .,

(f) Industrial exhaust system plans within government-
owned buildings..

l, . . . .
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