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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, George E. Meyer, Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources and custodian of 
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original. 
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Analysis Prepared by the Department of Natural Resourees 

Authorizing statutes: 
Statutes interpreted: 

s. 227.11(2)(a), Stats. 
s. 28.11(8)(b)2, Stats. 

Seetion NR 47.60, Wis. Adrn.Code, establishes provisions to adrninister the 
state aid 10an program for County Forest Project loans. 

! 

The proposed rule establishes a process to provide interest free project loans 
to eounties that have l.ands entered under the eounty forest law for the 
purpose of eondueting eeonomiea11y produetive forest operations projeets. The 
loans are made on a project speeifie basis. Repayrnent of all loans are made 
to the state through a 20% severanee share on all timber revenues reeeived by 
a eounty. 

SECTION 1. Chapter NR 47 subeh. VI (title) is ereated to read: 
COUNTY 'FORESTS 

SECTION 2. NR 47.60 is ereated to read: 

NR 47.60 COUNTY FOREST PROJECT LOANS. (1) PURPOSE. The purpose of this 

seetion is to implement and adrninister project loans under s. 28.11(8)(b)2, 

Stats., pertaining to eounty forest operations. 

(2) APPLICABILITY. This seetion is applieable to those eounties whieh 

have land entered under s. 28.11(4), Stats., as eounty forest and whieh apply 

for a eounty forest project loan. 

(3) ELIGIBILITY. To be eligible for a eounty forest project loan: 

(a) Projeets shall be eeonomieally produetive forest operations, 

ineluding land aequisition. 

(b) Projeets shal1 be eonsistent with the eounty's 10 year 

eomprehensive land use plan under s. 28.11, Stats. 

(e) Loans may not be used for eonstruetion of reereational faeilities 

or for fish or wildlife management projeets. 
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(4) APPLICATION PROCEDURES. (a) A eounty may apply for project loans 

under this seetion for the purposes deseribed in sub. (3). The applieation 

shall inelude but is not limited to: 

1. An approved eounty board resolution speeifying the eounty's deeision 

to apply for a eounty forest project loan. 

2. The project speeifieations ineluding: maps, a shortnarrative, and 

an estimated eost breakdown ineluding any eounty eontributions. 

3. Any other information the department feels neeessary and requests 

within 20 days following reeeipt of the applieation. 

4. Applieations shall be filed by the eounty with the department of 

natural resourees, bureau of forestry. 

Note: The mailing address is WI DNR, Bureau of Forestry, P.O. Box 7921, 

Madison, WI 53707-7921 Attn: County Forest Speeialist. 

(5) APPLICATION DEADLINE; DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS. (a) Project loans 

shall be awarded annually on a fiseal year basis and applieations shall be 

accepted during the applieation periods in this seetion. The first 

applieation period shall be from July 1 to August 15. Deeisions on those 

applieations shall be made in aeeordanee with sub. (6) no later than the 

following September 15. 

(b) The second applieation period shall be from August 16 ·to Deeember 

1. Deeisions on those applieations shall be made no later that the following 

January 1. 

(e) Notwithstanding sub. (6), all other applieations reeeived from 

Deeember 2 to June 30 shall be approved on a first-eome, first-serve basis. 

(d) A eounty may apply more than onee in any given ealendar year. 

(6) SELECTIaN CRITERIA. (a) Preferenee shall be given to projeets as 

follows: 

1. First preferenee: Land aequisition 
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2. Second preference:Land management activities including but not 

limited to: 

a. Tree planting; 

b. Direct seeding; 

c. Site preparation for regeneration; 

d. Noncommercial thinnings of forest stands; 

e. Release from competing vegetation (conifers or hardwoods both 

artificially or natural ly regenerated). 

f. Land management equipment including tree planters, scarifier and 

others management equipment. 

g. Pruning. 

3. Third prefererice: Land information activities including but not 

limited to: 

a. Vegetative/animal inventories; 

b. Geographic information systems including computer hardware, software 

and digitizing of forest management information; 

c. Aerial photo purchases. 

4. Fourth preference: Capital purchases/improvements including but not 

limited to: 

a. Roads/access construction and maintenance; 

b. Buildings construction and maintenance. 

(b) Within a preference category, projects shall be prioritized in 

ascending order, with projects in counties that have most recently reeeived 

project loans given lowes~ priority and projeets in eounties that have not 

reeeived loans previously given highest priority. 

(e) For applieations in the same preferenee eategory exeept as provided 

under par. (b), preferenee shall be seleeted by lottery. 
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(d) If after ranking a project loan applieation in aeeordanee with 

pars. (h) and (e) only partial funding is available due to insuffieient funds, 

the departrnent shall offer the applieant the choice of reeeiving partial 

funding for the project up to the arnount of available funding or withdrawing 

the applieation. 

(7) APPROVED PROJECT MODIFICATIONS. Project loans may be modified 

regarding the type of aetivities to be funded and the date and type of loan 

disbursements with written approval from the departrnent. Requests for an 

inerease in the loan amount shall be aeeompanied by a eounty board resolution 

authorizing the request. 

(8) FUNDING RATES AND CONSTRAINTS. (a) Payment of all loans shall be 

made at project eompletion unless an advanee payment has been made by the 

department. 

(b) An advanee payment of not more than 75% of the loan amount may be 

paid upon mutual agreement of the applieant and department. 

(e) The reeipient shall submit information requested by and 

satisfaetory to the department demonstrating project completion. 

(d) A loan may be approved with payments in 2 eonseeutive fiseal years 

as long as the payment in eaeh year does not exeeed 25% of the to tal available 

funds for the year, exeept funding may exeeed the 25% limit by applying all 

funds not applied for and remaining available following April 15 of eaeh year 

not to exeeed the applieation total. 

Note: A loan in the amount of $100,000 eaeh year is approved even 

though the applieation was for $200,000 eaeh year. If after Apr~l 15 the 

aeeount balanee is $100,000, that money would be sent to fulfill that year of 

applieation amount. 
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(9) PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNTABILITY AND AUDIT PROCEDURES. (a) Project 

loan fund s may be spent only on project identified eosts and in eompIianee 

with the provisions of the loan agreement. 

(b) All loan reeords shall be audited with the normal departmental 

audit of the eounty forest program. 

(e) An approved project may not exeeed 2 years in length unIess written 

approval is obtained from the department. 

(10) PROJECT AGREEMENT. Reeipients of project loans under this seetion 

shall enter into and eomply with a project loan agreement containing 

provisions eonsistent with s. 28.11(8)(b)2, Stats., this seetion and mutual 

obligations with regard to a portion or all of a speeifie project. 

The foregoing rule was approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 

Natural Resourees Board on April 27, 1995 
----~------~---------------

The rules shall take effeet on the first day of the month following 

publieation in the Wiseonsin administrative register as provided in 

s. 227.22(2) (intro.), Stats. 

Dated at Madison, Wiseonsin 

(SEAL) 
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STATE OF Wt:S<iONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

By õ€~!?i~ry 
, , 
\ \ 
\ ' I ! 




