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Trans 212.01 : Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to
interpret and implement s. 84.17(3), Stats., and to provide stan-
dards for the continuing inspection of bridges in this state.. -

I-l!story Cr, Register, February, 1982, No. 314, eff, 3-1-82..

Trans 212 02 Deflmt:ons. {1) “AASHTO manual” means
the Manual for Maintenance Inspection of Bridges 1983, as re-

. vised by the Interim Specifications—Bridges, 19841990, pub-

lished by the American association of state highway and trans-
potiation officials, 444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20001. This manual is on file at the offices of the division of
highways, Wisconsin department of transportauon, of the secre-
tary ‘of state 'and of the rewsor of statutes

(2) “Bridge” means a structure, 1ncludmg SUPPOTLS, | erected
over a depression or an obstruction, such as water, a highway, or
arailway, having a track or passageway for carrying traffic or oth-
er moving loads, and having an opening measured along the cen-
ter of the roadway of more than 20 feet between the undercoping
of abutments or spring lines of arches, or.extreme ends of the
openings for multiple boxes, It may include multiple pipes where
the clear distance between openmgs is less than haif of the smaller
contsguous opening,

“(3) “Bridge inspector’s training manual” means the Bridge In-
spector’s Training Manual 90, 1991, published by the federal
highway administration and avatlable from the superintendent of
documents, U.S. government printing office, Washisigton, D.C.
20402, This manual i$ on file at the offices of the division of high-
ways, Wisconsin department of transportatwn of the secretary of
sfate and of the revisor of statutes.

(4 "Department” means ‘the Wisconsin department of trans—
portatlon

(8) “Inspectmn means the exammanon ofa bndge, the evalu-
ation of the physical condition observed, and the report of the ob-
servations and evaluations on a brid ge inspection report form
adopted by the department,

Note: The bridge inspection report forms refcn-ed to in this subsccunn are: (1)
“Annuzl Bridge Inspection Report,” #E-M-30, and (2) “Supplemental Information
to Annual Bridge Inspection, "#Euh'tuaﬁ Coplcs of these report forms may be ob~
tained from the departiment.

(6) “Inventory" means the gathering and reporting of all in-
formation required on the bridge inventory form adopted by the
department.

{7) “Posting” means the placement of regulatory signs at a
bridge indicating the safe load—carrying capacity of the bridge. -
(8) “Rating” means determining the safe load—carrying capac-
ity of a bridge.
History: Cr.Register, February, [982, No. 314, eff. 3-1-82; am. (1) and (8), Reg-

ister, July, 1992, No. 439, eff. 8-F-92: correciion in (3} to (6) and (8) made under s.
13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., Register, July, 1992, No. 439,

Trans 212.03 Application of chapter. The bridge inspec-
tion and inventory standards in this chapter apply to all highway
bridges which either lie within or cross the borders of the state of
Wisconsin, Bridges carrying only railroad traffic and bridges used

only by pedestnans, bicycles, and recreattonal vehrcles are ex-
cluded from the application of this chapter.
_Historys Cr., Register, February, 1982, No, 3154 eff, 3-1-82,

"Trans 212.04 Responslbilliy for inspection. The re-
sponsibility for the continuing mspecuon program shall be as fol-
lows: '

(1) The department shall 1nspect hlghway bndges on the state
trink highway system and all other bridges for which the depart-
ment has been assigned maintenance responsibility.

(2) Each local authority or other authority having jurisdiction
over a non—depariment maintained bridge shall inspect the hlgh-
way bridges on highways under its jurisdiction.

'(3) When the department determines that a local authority or
other ‘authority having jurisdiction over a non-departmental
maintained bridge has failed to inspect any highway bridge as re-
fuired, the department shall inform the county highway commis-
sioner of the county in which the bridge is located of the inspection
faiture and shall direct the county to inspect or cause the bridge to
be inspected. Upon receipt of the department s notice and direc-
tion, the county shall perfoml the bridge mspectmn or cause it to
be performed,

History: Cr. Register, February, 1982, No. 314, eff. 3- [-82; emerg. o1 (3), eff,
8-20-85; cr. (3), Register, April, 1986, No. 364, cEf 5—1—86

‘Trans 212.05 ‘Qualificatlon of personnel. Individuals
involved in the inspection of bridges as required by this chapter
shall meet the minimum requirements set foth in the AASHTO
manual. e

History: Cr. Reglster, Februa.ry, 1982 No. 314 eff 3—1—82

Trans 212.06 Frequency of Inspectlons. (1) State-
owned or state—maintained bridges shall be inspected annualty.

{2) Locally owned bridges shall be inspected at regular 1nter-
vals not to exceed 2 years.

(3) Interim inspections at intervals other than those specified
in subs. (1) and (2} shall be conducted as found necessary by the
maintaining authority on bridges that are posted, bridges sub-
jected to excessive run—off that may cause scour, and bridges that
have known deficiencies. The maintaining authority shall keep a
record of interim inspections available for review by the depart-
ment and federal authorities. If the maintaining authority has
failed to perform the inspection, the county highway commission-
er in the county in which the bridge is located shall perform the
interim inspections as directed by the department and keep a re-
cord of the interim inspections available for review by the depart-
ment and federal authorities. Upon receipt of the department’s no-
tice and direction, the county shall perform the interim inspections
or cause them to be performed.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1982, No, 314, eff. 3-1-82; emerg. am. (3}, eff.
8-20-85; am. (3), Register, April, 1986, No. 364, eff. 5-1-86.

Trans 212,07 Frequency of inventory. An inventory
shall be maintained for each bridge. Changes in inventory data or
postings for existing bridges shall be reported to the appropriate
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department official or officials when the bridges are inspected and
when significant changes occur. The inventory of a new bridge
shall be obtained upon completion of its construction and the in-

formation shall be submitted to the departrment at that time for use -

in maintaining the statewide bridge file.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1982, No, 314, eff, 3-1-82.. -

Trans 212.08 Inspection. The items to be inspected on
each bridge include, but are not limited to, the items specified on
the bridge inspection report form, The bridge inspector’s training
manual shalt be used as a guide to additional items to be inspected
in special cases. i

History: Cr. Register, February, 1982, No. 314, off. 3—1—82

Trans 212.09 Ratings. Each bridge required to be in-
spected under this chapter shall be rated to determine ifs safe load—
carrying capacity. Significant changes in the condition of a bridge
shall be reported to the department as soon as possible, When the
significant change affects the rating of the bridge, the bridge shail
be rerated by the maintenance authority within 7 calendar days of
the inspection. When the inspection or rerating results in 4 recom-
mendation for posting, change in posting, or closure of the bndge,
the department shall be notified within 7 calendar days of the in-
spection or rerating. Ratings shall be’ detemuned in accordance
with the AASHTO manual.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1982 No. 314, cff 3—1—82 am. Reglster, July,
1992, No. 439, off. 8—1—9

Trans 21 2 10 Posting. Whenitis determmed by the depart-
ment that the maximum load under state law exceeds the load per-
mitted on & bridge as described in the AASHTO manual, the
bridge shall be posted for weight limits or closed, The department
shall post or close bridges on the state trunk highway system and
all other bridges for which the department has been assigned
maintenance responsibility. Hach local authority shall post or
close the bridges on highways under its jurisdiction. When a local
authority fails to post or close a bridge as required, the department
shall inform the county highway commissioner of the county in
which the bridge is located and direct the county to post or close
the bridge or cause the bridge to be posted or closed. Upon receipt
of the department’s notice and direction, the county shall post or
close the bridge or cause it to be posted or closed. After the erec-
tion of signs or barriers associated with the posting or closing of
the bridge by the county, the local authonty that has responsibility
for the maintenance of the bridge is responsnblc for the mainte-
nance of the signs or barriers.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1982, No, 314, eff, 3-1-82; emerg. am. eff.
—20—85 am, Reglsler, April, 1986, No. 364 eff 5-1-86.

Trans 212.11 Reporting. The reporting of bndge mspec-
tions shall be as follows:

(1) Bridges for which the department has inspection responsi-
blllty shall be reported for maintenance purposes each year. The
department personnel responsible for these bridge inspections
shall submit the inspection reports for updating the statewide
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bridge file to the appropriate department official or officials by
February 1 of each year.

{2) Bach authority having jurisdiction over a bridge for which
the department has no inspection responsibility shall report the re-
sults of all its bridge inspections to the county highway commis-

. :sioner of the county in which the authority is located bry January

1 of each odd year,

{3) Each county highway commissioner shall report the results
of all non—state maintained bridge inspections in his or her county
to the appropriate depariment official or officials. Reports for all
local bridges that are not a department responsibility shall be sub-
mitted to the department by February 1 of each odd year.

{4) The department shall inform the county highway commis-
sioners of revisions to the file data generated by the reports for
bridges in their county as soon as practicable after the depart-
ment’s receipt of the reports generating the file data revisions.

(B} After Pebruary'1 of éach odd vear, the departmient shall
compile a list of any local governments which have not submitted
the reports required by subs. (2) and (3) and shall submit this list
to the senate and the assembly commtttees concemed w1th trans-
portation issues,

History: Cr. Register, February, 1982, No 314 eff 341—82 am, (1), Reglster,
Tuly, 1992 No. 439, eff. 8-1-92. E

Trans 212,12 County status under department direc-
tion. When a county hlghway comimissioner of a county contain-
ing a bridge that has failed to be inspected, posted, or closed re-
ceives notice and direction from the department to perform the
inspection, perform the intefim inspection, keep records, post or
close the bridge, the county is the agent of the local authority that
has failed to fulfill its responsibitities. No Hability is assumed by
the county in carrying out the department’s direction. Any liability
associated with the county’s action in following the department’s
direction is imputed to the local authonty w1th mamtenance ic-
sponsibility for the bridge.

Histor}' Emerg cr. eff 8-20-85; cx, Reglster, April, 1986, I\o 364 eft’ 5—1-86

Trans 212, 13 COmpllance and county costs Counttes
acting upon notice and direction from the department to perform
the inspection, perform the interim inspection, keep records, post
ar close bridges on local roads that are not under county jurisdic-
tion shall be reimbursed for the costs by the local authority with
maintenance respons:bxhty for the bridge, If the county is not re-
imbursed by the maintaining authority, the county shall be eligible
for reimbursement of costs from the maintaining authority’s local
transportation aids payment under s. 86.30, Stats. The reimburse-
ment payment shall be made by the depariment directly to the
county. Maintaining authorities that fail to reimburse counties for
costs shall not be cligible for any local bridge program funds, Fail-
ure of a county to'comply with notice and direction from the de-
partment to perform the inspection, perform the interim inspec-
tion, kcep records, post or close bridges shall result in the
suspension of all federal highway aids and all staie briclge aids to
the county.

Hlstory Emerg, cr. eff. 3-20-85; cr. Reglster,Apnl 1986, No, 364 c!‘t‘ 5 ]*86
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