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Chapter SFC 3

APPLICATION FOR SOCIAL WORKER CERTIFICATION

SFC 3 .01 Application for certification as a social worker . SFC 306 Application for certification as an advanced practice social worke r
SFC 3, 02 Application for social worker certification without examination by without examination

persons who have engaged in the practice of social work prior to SFC 3 07 Application for certification as an independent social worker ,
May 1, 1993 SFC 3.08 Application for certification as an independent social worker with -

SFC 3 :03 Application for social worker certification without examination by out examination.
persons who were employed as social workers after April 30, SFC 3 09 Application for certification as an independent clinical socia l
1992, but before May 1, 1993 .. worker,

SFC 104 Applicationfor .socialwoxkercertificationwithoutexamination by SFC 310 Application for certification as an independent clinical social
persons employed as a social worker by a government agency worker without examnation ,
between May 1, 1993, and May 31, 1994 . SFC 311 Temporary certificate,,

SFC 3 .05 Application for certification as an advanced practice social worker, SFC 3 .12 Reciprocal certificate:

Note: Chapter SFC 3 was created as an emergency rule effective Apri126, 1993.

SFC 3.01 Application for ce rtification as a social
worker. In addition to paying the fee under s . 440 .,05 (1), Stats ..,
an applicant for certification as a social worker shall submit a
completed, signed application form together with :

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellor, dean or registrar• of the school from which the
applicant has graduated with a bachelor's, mastet's or doctoral
degree in social work.

(2) Verification that the school or program which awarded the
social work degree was accredited by or a pie-accreditation pro-
gram of', the council on social work education, at the time the
applicant graduated from the program or schoo L

(3) Verification of successful completion of the examination
required.

(4) Verification of the applicant's licensure in all jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed •

(5) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv-
er's license .

Historye Cii. Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff: 12-1-93.

SFC 3.02 Application for social worker cert ification
without examination by persons who have engaged in
the practice of social work prior to May 1, 1993. A per•son
who engaged in 400 hours of• the practice of sqcial work in any
year pxiorxo May 1,1993,.or in 500 hours of the practice of social
work in any 18 month period prior to May 1, 1993, may apply for,
certification as a certified social worker on or before May 31,
1995, by submitting the fee under s . 440.05 (1), Stats .,, and the
completed, signed application form together with :

(1) A certificate of'professional education,signed and sealed
by the chancellox, dean or registrar of the college or universi •ty
from which the applicant has graduated with a bachelor's degree .

(2) Verification that the college or university which awarded
the bachelor's degree was accredited or a regionally accredited
institution at the time the applicant graduated from the college or
university

(3) Verification of the applicant's licensure in all•juxisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed.

(4) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv
er's license.

(5) Satisfactory evidence that the applicant engaged in the
practice of sociai work before May 1, 1993•. The applicant shall

demonstrate that he or she performed services including, but not
limited to, each of the following components :

(a) Evaluation and assessment of difficulties in psychosocial
functioning of a group or another individual ;

(b) Developing plans or policies to alleviate those difficulties,
and either carrying out the plan or referring individuals to other
qualified resources for assistance ;

(c) Intervention planning, which may include psychosocial
evaluation and counseling of individuals, families and groups ;
advocacy;referral to community resources, and facilitation of
organizational change to meet social needs .

Note: The deadline for receipt of applications for certification under the social
worker section is May 31, 1995 . Applications for certification under the social
worker section received after that date shall be denied.

History : Cr . Register, November, 1993, No., 455, eff 12-1-93 ,

SFC 3 .03 Application for social worker cert ification
without examination by persons who were employed as
social workers after April 30, 1992, but before May 1,
1993. A person who is employed as a social worker at any time
during the period af•ter Apii130, 1992 and before May 1, 1993,
may apply for certification as a certified social worker without
examination by applying on or before May 31, 1995, and submit-
ting the fee under s. 440 .05 (1), Stats., together with the com-
pleted, signed application form and:

(1) Satisfactory evidence that he or she was emplo•yed under
thetitle "social worker" at any time on or after Apri130,1992, but
before May 1, 1993 ; or

(2) Satisfactory evidence that the predominant focus of'his or
her duties was the provision of social work services including, but
not limited to, each of the following components :

(a) Evaluation and assessment of difficulties in psychosocial
functioning ofa group or anothei' individual;

(b) Developing plans or policies to alleviate those difficulties,
and either carrying out the plan or referring individuals to other
qualified resources for assistance ;

(c) Intervention planning, which may include psychosocial
evaluation and counseling of individuals, families and groups;
advocacy; refemal to community resources, and facilitation of
organizational change to meet social needs.,

(3) Verification of the applicant'slicensure in all jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed .

(4) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offense which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv-
er's license ..

Note : The deadline for receipt of applications under the social worker section is
May 31,1995 . Applications for certification under the social worker section received
after that date shall be deniea

History : Cr . Register, November, 1993, No . 455, eff. 12-1-93.
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SFC 3 .04 Application for social worker ce rtification
without examination by persons employed as a social
worker by a government agency between May 1, 1993,
and May 31, 1994. A per•son who is offered and accepts :
employment or is employed as a social worker by a federal, state
or local government agency on and after May 1, 1993, but before
.June 1, 1994, may apply for, certification as a certified social
worker on or before June 1, 1994, by submitting the fee under s

.440.A5 (1), Stats., together with the completed, signed application
form and:

(1) Satisfactory evidence that he or she was offered and
accepted employment as a social worker or is employed as a social
worker by a federal, state or local government agency in this state
on or after May 1, 1993, but before June 1, 1994 .

(2) Satisf'actoryevidence that the predominant focus of his or
her duties is or will be the provision of social work services includ-
ing, but not limited to, the following components :

(a) Evaluation and assessment of difficulties in psychosocial
functioning of a group or another individual ;

(b) Developing plans or policies to alleviate those difficulties,
and either carrying out the plan or referring individuals to other
qualified resources for assistance ;

(c) Intervention planning, which may include psychosocial
evaluation and counseling of individuals, families and groups ;
advocacy; referral to community resources, and facilitation of
organizational change to meet social needs ..

(3) Verification of'the applicant's licensure imall jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed .

(4) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv-
er.'s license,.

Note: The deadline for receipt of applications under the social worker section is
.June 1, 1994 . Applications for certification under the social worker section received
after that date shall be.denied.

History: Cr Register, November, 1993, No 455, eff, 12-1-93.

SFC 3.05 Application for cert ification as an advanced
practice social worker- In addition to paying the fee under s .
440 .05 (1), Stats ., an applicant for certification as an advanced
practice social worker shall submit the completed, signed applica-
tion form and

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellor, dean or registrar of the school from which the
applicant has graduated with a master's or doctoral degree in
social work.

(2) Verification that the school or program which awarded the
social work degree was accredited, or a pre-
accredited program of'the council on social work education, at the
time the applicant graduated from the program or, schooL .

(3) Verification of' successful completion of the examination
required .

(4) Verification of the applicant's licensure in all•jucisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed .

(5) Allpertinent infoimation relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
ox• could result in revocation or suspension of'the applicant's driv-
er's license .

History : Cr. Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff,12-1-93 ,

SFC 3 .06 Application for cert ification as an advanced
practice social worker without examination . No examina-
tion is required of a person who applies for certification as an
advanced practice social worker on orbefore May 31,1995, and
submits the fee under s . 440 .05 (1), Stats•., together with the com-
pleted, signed application form and :

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellor, dean or registrar of the college or university

from which the applicant has graduated with a master's or doc-
toral degree in social work, marriage and family therapy, psychol-
ogy, sociology, professional counseling, or other human service
program acceptable to the social worker• section.

(2) Verification that the college or university which awarded
the master's or doctoral degree was regionally accredited by the
New England association of schools and colleges, the middle
states association of colleges and schools, the north central associ-
ation of colleges and schools, the northwest association of schools
and colleges, the southern association of colleges and schools, or
the western association of schools and colleges at the time the
applicant received the master's or doctoral degree under sub . (1) .,

(3) Verification of the applicant's licensure in all jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been c *_edentialed .

(4) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv-
er's license..

Note: The deadline for receipt of applications for certification under the social
worker section is May 31, 1995 . Applications for certification under the social
worker section received after that date shall be denied ,

History: Cr. Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff. 12-1-93.

SFC 3.07 Application for cert ification as an indepen-
dent social worker. In addition to paying the fee under• s .
440 .05 (1), Stats .., an applicant for certification as an independent
social worker• shall submit the completed, signed application form
and:

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellor dean or registrar• of the school from which the
applicant has graduated with a master's or doctoral degree in
social work:

(2) Verification that the school or program which awarded the
social work degree was accredited, or a pre-accreditation pro-
gram of the council on social work education, at the time the appli-
cant graduated from the program or school..

(3) An affidavit that the applicant has completed the equiva-
lent of 2 years of full-time practice of social work under the super-
vision of a supervisor approved by the sociaLworker• section after
receiving a master's or doctoral degree. Pre-certification super-
vised practice shall meet the criteria under s ., SFC 4 .01 ,

(4) Verification of successful completion of the examination
approved by the section, or verification that the applicant has
obtained certification of the academy of certified social workers
(ACSW) of the national association of social workers• ,

(5) Verification of the applicant's licensure in all jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed• .

(6) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for, all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or, could result in revocation or suspension of'the applicant'sdriv-
er's license:,

History : Cr', Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff: 12-1-93 ,

SFC 3 .08 Application for ce rtification as an indepen-
dent social worker without examination . No examination
is required of' a person who applies for oeitificationas an indepen-
dent social worker on or before May 31,1995, and submits the fee
under s. 440 ;05 (1), Stats•., together with the completed, signed
application form and :

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellor, dean or registrar of the college or university
from which the applicanthas graduated with a master's or doc-
toral degree in social work, marriage and family therapy, psychol-
ogy, sociology, professional counseling, or other human service
program acceptable to the social worker section .

(2) Verification that the college or university which awarded
the master's or doctoral degree was regionally accredited by the
New England association of' schools and colleges, or the middle
states association of colleges and schools, or the north central

~
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association of colleges and schools, or the northwest association
of schools and colleges, or the southern association of colleges
and schools, or the western association of' schools and colleges at
the time the applicant received the master's or doctoral degree
under sub.; (1) •

(3) An affidavit that the applicant has completed the equiva-
lent of' 2 years of full-time practice of social work under the super-
vision of a supervisor approved bylthe social worker section after
receiving a master's or doctoral degree . Pre-certification super-
visedpractice shall meet the critexia under s .. SFC 4.01 .

(4) Verification of'the applicant's licensure in all,jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed .

(5) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv-
er's license ..

Note : The deadline for receipt of applications for certification under the social
worker section is May 31, 1995 Applications for certification under the social
worker section received after that date shall be denied.

History: Cr: Register, November, 1993, No . 455, eff. 12-1-93 .

SFC 3.09 Application for ce rtification as an indepen-
dent clinical social worker. In addition to paying the fee
under s„ 440 :05 (1), Stats:., an applicant for certification as an inde-
pendent clinical social worker shall submit the completed, signed
application form and :

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellor ; dean or registrar of the school from which the
applicant has graduated with a master's or doctoral degree in
social work with a concentration in clinical social work, including
completion of supervised clinical field training „

(2) Verification that the school or program which awarded the
social work degree was accredited or a pre-accreditation program
of the council on social work education at the time the applicant
graduated from the program or school .

(3) An affidavit that the applicant has completed the equiva-
lent of 2•yeax s of full-time practice of social work in clinical social
work under the supervision of a supervisor approved by the social
worker section after receiving a master's or doctoral degree ., Pre-
certification supervised practice shall meet the criteria under s .
SFC 4.01 .

(4) Verification of successful completion of the examination
approved by the section, or verification that the applicant is a
board certified diplomat (BCD) of the American board of examin-
ers in clinical social work..

(5) Verification of the applicant's licensure in alljuxisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed.

(6) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the applicant's driv-
er's license :.

History : Cr . Register, November, 1993, No 455, eff, 12-1-93 ..

SFC 3 .10 Application for ce rt ification as an indepen-
dent clinical social worker without examination . No
examination is required of a person who applies for certification
as an independent clinical social worker on or before May 31,
1995, and submits the fee under s. 440.05 (1), Stats .., together with
the completed, signed application foxm and :

(1) A certificate of professional education, signed and sealed
by the chancellox, dean or registrar• of the school from which the
applicant has graduated with a master's or doctoral degree in
social work, marriage and family therapy, psychology, sociology,
professional counseling or other human service program
approved by the social worker section with a concentration in clin-
ical social work, including completion of supervised clinical field
training.,

(2) Verification that the college or university which awarded
the master's or doctoral degree was regionally accredited by the
New England association of schools and colleges, or the middle
states association of coll eges and schools, or the north centr al
association of' colleges and schools, or the northwest association
of schools and colleges, or the southern association of colleges
and schools, or the western association of schools and colleges at
the time the applicant received the master's or doctoral degree
under sub . (1)„

(3) An affidavit that the applicant has completed the equiva-
lent of 2 years of full-time practice of socialwork in clinical social
work under the supexvision of a supervisor approved by the sec-
tion afterreceiving a master's or doctor al degree .. Pre-certifica-
tion supervised practice shal l meet the criteria under s . SFC 4,01 ..

(4) Verification of the applicant's licensure in all jurisdictions
in which the applicant has ever been credentialed..

(5) All pertinent information relating to any convictions or
pending charges for all crimes and any traffic offenses which did
or could result in revocation or suspension of the app li c ant's driv-
er's license.

Note: The deadline for receipt of app lications for certification under the social
worker sec tion is May 31, 1995 . App li cations for certificati on under the social
worker sec tion received after that date shall be denied ,

History: Cr Register, November, 1993, No . 455, eff. 12-1-93 .

SFC 3.11 Temporary ce rt ificate. The social worker sec-
tion may issue a temporary certificate permitting the use of the
title "social worker" to an individual who pays the fee under s,
440 .05 (6), Stats .., and who meets all the qualifications for the cer
tificate except f'or passing the required examination . The tempo-
rary certificate shall be valid for a period of 9 months from date
of issue of the temporary certificate, or release of the examination
scores from the next available examination after the date of the
application for the temporary certificate, whichever is earlier . The
temporary certificate expires upon notification of failure of the
examination or expiration of the 9 month period . The temporary
certificate may not be renewed.,

History : Cr :, Register, November, 1993, No . 455, eff., 12-1-93 ; am . Register,
December, 1995, No, 480, eff 1-1-96.

SFC 3.12 Reciprocal cert ificate . (1) The social worker
section shall grant a certificate as a social worker under s.457.08
(1), Stats.., to an applicant who pays the fee required by s .. 440.05
(2), Stats ., and provides evidence of all of the following to the sec-
tion:

(a) The applicant has a current credential as a social worker or
the substantial equivalent in good standing in another state or ter-
xitory of the United States .

(b) The requirements for the grant of the credential in the other
state or territory of the United States are substantially equivalent
to the requirements for the grant of the certificate under s, . 457 .08
(1), Stats ,

(c) The applicant has disclosed all discipline ever, taken or cur-
rentl•y pending against the applicant or any professional credential
held by the applicant by any cxedentialing authority of any state
or territory of the United States .

(d) If the applicant has been convicted of a crime, or of a traffic
offense which did or could result in the suspension or revocation
of the applicant's driver's license, or the applicant has such
charges pending against the applicant, the applicant has disclosed
all information necessary for, the section to determine whether the
circumstances of the pending charge or conviction are substan-
tially related to the duties of practice under a social worker certifi-
cate .

(2) The social worker section shal l grant a certificate as an
advanced practice social worker under s.. 457,08 (1) and (2),
Stats ., to an applic an t who pays the fee required by s . 440,05 (2),
Stats.., and provides evidence of all of the following to the section:

Register, January, 1996, No. 481
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(a) The applicant has a current credential as an advanced prac-
tice social worker or the substantial equivalent in good standing
in another• state or territory of the United States ,

(b) The requirements for the grant of the credential in the other
state or territory of the United States are substantially equivalent
to the requirements for the grant of a certificate under s• . 457 .08
(2), Stats .,

(c) The applicant has disclosed all discipline ever taken or cur-
rently pending against the applicant or any professional credential
held by the applicant or by any credentialing authority of any state
or territory of the United States•.

(d) If the applicant has been convicted of a crime, or of' a traffic
offense which did or could result in the suspension or revocation
of the applicant's dtiver's license, or tlle applicant has such
charges pending against the applicant, the applicant has disclosed
all information necessary for the section to determine whether the
circumstances of the pending charge or conviction are substan-
tially related to the duties of practice under an advanced practice
social worker certificate ..

(3) The social worker section shall grant a certificate as an
independent social worker under s .. 457 .08 (1) and (3), Stats., to
an applicant who pays the fee required by s•, 440.05 (2), Stats.,, and
provides evidence of all of the following to the section :

(a) The applicant has a current credential as an independent
social worker or the substantial equivalent in good standing in
another state or territory of the United States .

(b) The requirements for the grant of the credential in the other
state or territory of the United States are substantially equivalent
to the requirements for, the gLant of a certificate under s . 457:08 (3)
Stats ,

(c) The applicant has disclosed all discipline ever taken or cur-
xently pending against the applicant or any professional credential
held by the applicant by any ciedenfialing authority of any state
or territory of the United States .

(d) If the applicant has been convicted of a crime, or of a traffic ~
offense which did or could result in the suspension or revocation
of" the applicant's driver's license, or the applicant has such
charges pending against the applicant, the applicant has disclosed
all information necessary for the section to determine whether the
circumstances of the pending charge or conviction are substan-
tially related to the duties of' practice under an independent social
worker certificate,:

(4) The social worker section shall grant a certificate as an
independent clinical social worker under s, 457 .08 (1) and (4),
Stats., to an applicant who pays the fee required under s ., 440 .05
(2), Stats.,, and provides evidence of all of the following to the sec-
tion :

(a) The applicant has a current credential as an independent
clinical social worker or the substantial equivalent in good stand-
ing in another state or territory of the United States ..

(b) The requirements for the grant of the credential in the other
state or territory of the United States are substantially equivalent
to the requirements for the gxant of a certificate under s . 457 .08
(4), Stats•,

(c) The applicant has disclosed all discipline ever taken or cur-
rently pending against the applicant or any professional credential
held by the applicant by any credentialing authority of an,y state
or, territory of the United States .

(d) If the applicant has been convicted of a crime, or, of a traffic
offense which did or could result in the suspension or revocation
of the applicant's driver's license, or the applicant has such
charges pending against the applicant, the applicant has disclosed
all information necessary for the section to determine whether the
circumstances of the pending charge or conviction are substan-
tially related to the duties of'practice under• an independent clinical
social worker cextificate .

History: Cr, Register November, 1994, No, 467, eff., 12-1-94.
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