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Note: Chapter Trans 300 was renumbered from chapter MVD 17 and revised by (4m) "Rebody" means the placing of' a new or xeplacemen t
emergencyruleeffectiveSeptember8,1982 ;chapterMVD17asitexistedonFebru-

SChoolbuSbodyonaprevlouSly-liCensedsChOolbusChassis .
azy 28, 1983 was repealed and a new chapter Trans 300 was created effective Marc h
1, 1983 . (5) "SAE" means the society of automotive etigineers: .

(6) "School bus" or "bus" means any vehicle defined in s .
Trans 300.01 Purpose and scope. (1) The puipose of 340.01 (56), Stats .,

this chapter is to promote the safe'transportationof pupils and oth- (7) «Secretazy" means the secretary of the department of tsans
er authorized peisons in school buses as defined in s . 340.01(56),

portationStats
(7m) "Vehiculac hazard warning lamps" means utilization of

(2) This chapter .is intended to provide specific safety-related ~~ri signal lights simultaneously by actuating the vehicula r
standards regarding the design, construction, inspection, and op

hazard warning switch ,
eration of school buses,

(8) ~~~~lchair" means any specially constructed wheele d
(3) The chapter provides for differing standards for vehicles device used exclusively foY the movement of physically disable d

of varying size and configuration ..
Histocy: Cr Register, February, 1983,No 326, eff 3-1-83 .

persons .
History : Cr Register, Febraazy,1983, No 326, efE 3-1-83 ; renum. (1) to (im) ,

cr (t), (2m), (4m), (7m), am (8), Register, February, 1995 ; No 470, eff 3-1-95.
Trans 300.02 Definitions . In this chapter
(1) "Attended" means the driver is in the immediate area of the Subchapter I-Purchasing and Operating

school bus service door or', in the case of a bus equipped with a
'

Requirements
a disabled person to board or exitpower lift, the driver is assisting

the bus operating the power lift controls .. Trans 300.10 Manufaeturer. Itis the vehicle manufacturer
(1 m) "Department" means the department of tiansportation ., and the school bus body manuf'actur'er's responsibility t o
(2) "Driver's compattment"means the area forward of the manufacture a school bus,incompliance with all federaland stat e

rearmost portion of the driver's seat across the entire width of the standards applicable to the manufacturer of school buses .. The ve-
bus, hicle manufacturer shall provide copies of all equipment recalls

(2m) "FMVSS" means federal motor vehicle safety standard ., to the administr'atoi', Wisconsin division of state patrol, to assure

(3) "GAWR" means the gross axle weight rating ., appropriate repairs are made ,
History: Cr. Registei, February,1983, No 326, eff . 3-1-83 ; am Register, Febru -

(4) : "GVWR" means the gross vehicle weight x'ating . ary, 1995, No . 470, eff 3-1-95 .
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Trans 300.11 Dealer. (1) It is the chassis dealer's responsi-
bility to furnish a motor vehicle chassis that is to be combined with
a school bus body which meets the applicable state standards that
relate to chassis components . The chassis dealer is the statutory
owner• of the school bus.,

(2) General practice through the years has made the school bus
body distributor the person who actually delivers the school bus
to the purchaser.The presale inspection shall be the responsibility
of the dealer or the distributor delivering the school bus to the pur-
chaser .

(3) The dealer or distcibutor that is required to secure the pres-
ale inspection shall be clearly indicated on the purchase order.

(4) The dealer shall assure that copies of all equipment recalls
are provided to the division of state patrol ..

History : Cr. Register, February,1983, No,. 326, eff, . 3-1-83; am,. (2), (3), cr. (4),
Register; February, 1995, No . 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.12 Distributor. The school bus body distributor
actsas an agent of the final assembler of'the school bus .. The dis-
tributor is the agent that may arrange for the presale inspection of
the school bus .. If the purchaser wishes to arrange for the presale
inspection, this shall clearly be stated onthe purchase order. The
distcibutor shall f'urnish a school bus body which meets the appli-
cable state standards that relate to body components.. The distribu-
tor or owner who furnishes a rebody shall arrange for the initial
inspection prior to its use as a school bus :

History : Cr: Register, F'ebruary,1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. Register, Febru-
ary, 1995, No . 470, eff . 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.13 Purchaser. No person may purchase a
school bus previously titled and registered in another state or juris-
diction to be used in Wisconsin school transportation that is in ex-
cess of' 5,years of age from the original date ofmanufacture ..

(1) Any person intending to purchase a motor vehicle to be
used as a school bus shall provide the seller with a written notice
of such intent prior to the signing of thepurchase order. A notation
on the purchase order shall fulfill this requirement .

(2) Any person intending to purchase a school bus body to be
combined with a motor vehicle chassis to form a body-on-chassis
type school bus shall provide the seller or distcibutor• with a written
notice of such intent prior to the signing of the purchase order . A
notation on the purchase oider shall fulfill this requirement• •

(3) Any person purchasing a school bus shall not use the ve-
hicle for any pupil transportation unless the bus has been in-
spected by the department and approved for use as a school bus
in Wisconsin .. This shall not preclude such use if items needing
correction or alteration after the initial inspection are of`a nature
that would not affect safe transportation of students . The inspect-
ing officei`shall advise the ownei if a new bus may be used while
the items not in compliance are being cor•rected ,

Histo ry : Cr. Register, Februaazy,19%3, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83,-cr. (intro ) ; Register,
February, 1995, No.. 470, eff.; 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.15 Employer requirements . (1) Each em-
ploye; of school bus drivers shall be responsible to determine that
only qualified personnel operate schoolbuses according to safe
practices and that each bus is qualified for pupil transportation .

(2) The oper•ator or owner of a school bus shall have a mainte-
nance record file for each school bus The maintenance record file
shall be kept at the principal repair facility used for the bus, . If the
bus owner does not operate a repair f'acility the record file shall
be kept current at anotherlocationaccessible for inspection . The
record file shall be maintained for the life of the bus and shall con-
tain:

(a) Identification of the bus including make, model, vehicle
identification numbei, and fleet numbei ..

(b) A record of'repairs performed including the date and nature
of repair .
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(c) A record of the lubrication and preventive maintenance
performed including date and nature of maintenance..

(d) The initial inspection and a copy of the latest inspection
performed by state employes .

(3) All required records shall be open for inspection and pres-
ented to the secretary or his or her, agent upon demand .. The secre-
tary may periodically authorize deletion or destruction of material
contained in the record file..

(4) A driver's written report of a bus defect or of an unsafe bus
as determined during a pre-trip inspection or during the bus op-
eration shall be maintained for a period of' 7 calendar days after
repair..

History : Cr . Register, F'ebruary,1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-83; am. (2) (a), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.16 Driver requirements. (1) Prior to the start
ofan,y trip the driver shall check the condition of the bus, giving
particular attention to brakes, tires, lights, emergency equipment,
murors, windows, and interior cleanliness of the bus .. Defects
shall be reported in writing to the per•son in charge of bus mainte-
nance,. The driver shall be responsible for the cleanliness of the in-
terior of the bus and shall ensure that the windshield and miurors
axe clean before each school bus operation..

(2) Articles may not be transported within the bus body if there
is or may be interference with the safe transportation of pupils or
with the driver or if the articles obstruct the aisle, stepwell, or
steps•• No animal, firearm, or other weapon of any sort, or atticles
not associated with school activity shall be permitted on a bus
without the express, written authorization of the appropriate
school administrator, The bus driver shall refuse admittance to
any student not presenting the required written authorization•. The
driver shall designate where all such articles "shall be carried in the
bus.. The provisions of this subsection shall notapplyxo animals
specially trained to aid disabled persons which may be permitted
in accord with s.. 174 .056 (1), Stats .

(3) The driver shall not smoke or permit smoking aboard the
school bus ..

(4) A driver• shall not oper•atea school bus while under the in-
fluence of alcohol or a controlled substance or a combination of
alcohol and a controlled substance or permit the use of alcohol or
a controlled substance on any school bus.. The driver• shall not op-
erate a school bus if he or she is under any medication, or combina-
tion of'medication and alcohol, which may affect the safe opera-
tion of the bus••

(5) Drivers operating a school bus that meets the definition of
a commercial motoc` vehicle shall comply with ss .. 346 :;63 (5) and
346 .63 (7) (a), Stat s

(6) Drivers operating a school bus not meeting the definition
of a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with the following:

(a) A driver shall not consume an intoxicating beverage re-
gardless of its alcoholic content within 4 hours before going on
duty, or operating, or having physical control of,a school bus .

(b) A driver sha11 not consume an intoxicating beverage're-
gardless of its alcoholic content while on duty; or operating, or in
physical control of, a school bus..

(c) A driver shall not have in his or her possession any alcohol-
ic beverage regardless of its alcoholic content while on duty or op-
erating a school bus ::

(d) A driver shall not operate a school bus while having any
measured alcohol concentration above 0. 0

(7) The driver shall maintain order among passenger•s being
tcanspottedand shall piomptly report any misconduct to theprop-
er authority• The driver may assign a seating order ,

(8) Loading stations or points shall be selected with due regard
for traffic and pedestrian safety and shall be approved by schooI
authorities. When flashing red warning lights are used as required
by s.. 346 .48, Stats ., ; they shall be actuated continuously at least
100 feet before stopping. The stop arm shall be used in conjunc-
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tion with the flashing red warning lights and shall be extended
only after the bus comes to a stop. Except where there are special
loading zones where the bus is entirely off the traveled portion of
the highway, the bus shall be stopped on the traveled portion of the
highway in the lane farthest to the xight which is improved, de-
signed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, excluding the berm
or shoulder,. The flashing red warning lights shall not be extin-
guished until loading or unloading is completed and persons who
must cross the highway are safely across•. The stop arm shall be
retracted before putting the bus in motion• .

(9) A school bus shall not be stopped on any portion of a high-
way for the loading or discharge of pupils or other persons unless
the bus is painted the yellow and black school bus color combina-
tion, is equipped with a. stop signal arm and alternating flashing
red lights and is identified by a school bus sign .: This subsection
shall not apply to a vehicle which is operating within a municipali-
ty and which is not readilyidentif°iable as a school bus .. When load-
ing or discharging pupils in a rural area, a vehicle not identifiable
as a school bus shall do so off the highway and in such a manner
that the pupils do not havexo cross the highway .

(10) The driver shall make sure that there is no tcaffic danger
before allowing pupils to cross the highway, Pupils .obliged to
cross the highway shall be required to cross from a point at least
10 feet forward of the standing bus only after receiving a signal
from the dYiver.. When dischargingpassenget•s the driver shall not
proceed until all personsaie at a safe distance away from the bus
or, ifcrossing the roadways, they are safely across the street or
highway This subsection applies only where flashing red signals
are required by s . 34648, Stats .., or authorized by s .349.21, Stats..

(11) A driver shall not leave thebus unattended with the en-
gine running or the key in the ignition when pupils are in the bus
or in the immediate area of the bus •

(12) Except as provided in sub: (15), the doors of a bus shall
be closed securely before starting and shall remain closed while
the bus is in motion. AbruptstaYts and stops or sudden maneuvers
are prohibited, except in an emergency :

(13) The driver shall not require nor permit any passenger to
stand while the vehicle is in motion except while a passenger is
going to a door or seat just prior to stopping or, immediately after
loading. This does not apply to chaperones or monitors in theper-
fotmance of their duties :; The driver shall not peimit any passenger
to sit anywhere on the bus except in seats provided

(14) The driver may not operate a school bus beyond the legal
posted speed limits on an,y town; county, municipal, state oi feder-
al highway

(15) The driver of a school bus required to stopat a railroad
crossing by s . 346 45 ; Stats., shall come to a full stop at a distance
of`not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet before crossing at
gr•ade .any track ofa railroad, Thevehicle hazard warning lamps
shall be used when the bus is slowing f'or the stop and shall remain
on until the bus has resumed normal speed . While the bus is so
stopped,the driver shall open the service door and listen and look
in both directions along the track for any approaching train and for
signals indicating the approach of a train . After stopping and upon
proceeding when it is safe to do so, the dtivet of the bus shall cross
only in the gear of the bus that will make it unnecessary to manual-
l,y shift gears while traversing the crossing, and the driver shall not
shift gears while traversing the crossing .,The service door shall re-
main open until the front wheels of thebus have cleared the first
set of tracks for each required stop, but shall be closed beforeshift-
ing

(16) In case of an accident or a breakdown, when practicable,
the driver shall remain with the bus and may send 2 responsible
pupils or other passengers to the nearest place for help unless aid
has been secured bymeans of' 2-way c,ommunication ..

(17) The use of audio headsets by dtivers shall be prohibited ..
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(18) Drivers shall check the entire interior of the school bus
following each trip to assure all passengers are off the bus .,

(19) Drivers, school boards, transportation supervisors, and
bus owners shall cooperate at all times with authorized division
of state patrol personnel in carrying out the inspection of school
buses and equipment..

(20) No persons except pupils, school employes, chaperones
and other persons approved by the school or department authori-
fies shall be permitted to iide in a school bus subjectto this chapter,
provided that school board members or an authorized department
official conducting an inspection of the vehicle or examination of
the driver's ability shall be given such privilege .. Transportation
of passengers in excess of thenumber posted in the bus is prohib-
ited.

History : Cr. Register, Febiuary,1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83; am, (2) , (3), renum
(5) to (15) to be (7) to (16) and (19) and am . (7) to (10), (12), (14) to (16), cr (5),(6),
(17), (18), (20), Register, February, 1995, No.. 470, eff 3-1-95 ,

Trans 300 .17 Passengers. School bus passengers shall
comply with any lawful order given by the driver in cartying out
the driver's responsibility of transporting passengers safely.,

History :. Cr, . Register, February, 1983, No., 326, eff.. 3-1-83 ,

Trans 300.18 Out of service . (1) Any bus that is found
to be in such condition that it is unsafe for use as a school bus shall
have an "out of service" sticker attached to the lower right coiner
of the windshield, and the vehicle shall not be used as a school bus
while the sticker is displayed.

(2) A vehicle with an "out of service" sticker displayed shall
be reinspected by and shall have the sticker removed by an em-
ploye of the division of'state patrol prior to reuse as a school bus .

(3) It shall be illegal for any person other than an agent of the
department to remove, conceal or obstruct an "out of service"
sticker unless the vehicle :

(a) Has the base school bus registration removed;

(b) Is re-registered in such a manner as to prohibit its use as
a school bus ; and,

(c) Is converted to meet the requirements of s . Trans 300 ..19 .
History: Cr,Register,February,1983,No ..326,eff', .3-1-83 ;am (1),(2),Register,

February, 1995, No. 470, eff, 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.19 Requirements to convert a school bus .
The owner of every vehicle identified as a school bus by color ;,
signs, and lights which is converted from a school bus to some oth-
er type of vehicle shall comply with the following requirements :

(1) Repaint the entire vehicle to a color other than glossy yel-
low or any color commonly referred to as yellow•,

(2) Physically remove the flashing red lights from the vehicle ;
the mere disconnection, covering or repainting of the flashing red
lights shall not comply with this requirement.

(3) Remove the stop signal acm .
(4) Remove any sign identifying the vehicle as a school bus .

History: Cr Register, February,1983, No. 326, eff 3-1-83 :

Trans 300 .20 Adoption of standards. (1) Pursuant to
s .. 227•.21, Stats.; the attorney general and the revisor of statutes
have consented to the incorporation by reference of the following
standards..

(a) SAE J.529c-sealed' beam headlamp units for motor ve-
hicles : SAE standard approved January 1940 and last!revised by
the lighting committee December 1984 .

(b) SAE J.58.5e-tail lamps (rear position lamps) . SAE stan-
daazd approved March 1.918 and .last revised by the lighting com-
mittee March 1986

(c) SAE J586 Feb 84-stop lamps, SAE standard approved-
February 1927, completely revised by thelighting committee De-
cember 1989..

Register, August, 1996, No. 488
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.(d) SAE J587 Oct 81-license plate lamps . SAE standard ap-
proved Match 1918 and last revised by the lighting committee Au-
gust 1985 ..

(e) SAE J.588f: turn signal lamps .. SAE standard approved
February 1927 and last revised by the lighting committee June
1991 .

(f) SAE J592 Jan 84 -clearance, side marker and identifica-
tion lamps.• SAEstandard approved January 1937 and last revised
by the lighting committee March 1990 .,

(g) 'SAE J.593e-backup lamps: SAE standard approved Au-
gust 1947 andlastrevised June 1989• :

(h) SAE J887 May 82-school bus warning lamps .. SAE stan-
dard approved July 1964 and completely revised August 1987 ,

,(i) SAEJ914b-side turn signal lamps.. SAE recommended
practice approved February 1965 and last revised November
1989.

(j) SAE J11.3 .3 April 84-school bus stop arm.. Report of the
lighting committee, approved April 1976, completely revisedIul•y
1989 . .

(k) Federal regulations adopted.. The . federal regulations in
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, part 393, parts and accesso-
iies necessary for safe operation, and part 571, motor vehicle safe-
ty standards, adopted by the United States department of trans-
pottation and in effect on October 1, 1994 shall be enforced in
relation to a school bus under this chapter as though the regula-
tions were set out in full in this chapter .

(2) Copies of the references are on file in the offices of the divi-
sionof state patrol, the secretary of state, and the revisor of stat-
utes ; or may bepur•chased from the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers (SAE), 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA, .15096, .
The standards are noted in the SAE handbook, 1992 edition .. Any
standard .or recommended practice shall be treated as an approved
standard and shall not be advisory in nature .

History : Cr . Register, February,1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83 ; correction in (1) (in-
tro) made under s,:13.93 (2m) (b) 7 ., Stats ., Register, December, 1987, No . 384; am
(1) (a) to (i), (2),cr . (1) (j), (k), Register, February, 1995, No ., 470, eff., 3-1-95, .

Trans 300.21 Rebody requirements. (1) A school bus
may be`upgraded by the installation of a new body on an older
chassis . This product will be known as a rebod•y, school bus ..

(2) A chassis provided for a rebod•y shall be currently titled and
licensed as a school bus in Wisconsin .•

(3) Proof shall be presented to the school bus body distributor
that all chassis defects from the previous inspection have been
corrected

,(4) The following items shall have been replaced with new or
rebuiltparts within 12 months prior to the time of' rebod•y :

(a) Allbrake lines replaced with steel or stainless steel lines
and all brake hoses replaced

(b) Hydrovac and related lines.
(c) Vacuum tanks ..
(d) Shock absorbers, .
(e) If' au equipped, . all tanks, lines, diaphragms, and valves..
(5) Any .chassis 5 years old or less that has the items in sub„ (4)

maybe waived from replacement provided the school bus body
distributor is satisfied it is in like-new condition..

(6)The replacement body shall meet all FMVSS requirements
applicable at the time the body was manufactured ..

(7) All rebody school buses shall be inspected by the division
of state pattol before operation as . a school, bus. This inspection
shall be the same inspection as a presale inspection .

History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No 4'70, eff . 3-1-95, .

Trans 300.22 Cha rter operations. A school busmay be
used temporarily as a motor bus for transportation purposes if the
following requuements. are met :

(1) The registration requirements as provided in s. 341 .26 (7),
Stats..
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(2) The lettering as prescribed by s. 347.44 (1) (c), Stats .., is
covered or removed .. This may be accomplished by substituting
the word "chatter" for"school .." This subsection shall not apply
when transporting children f'or any purpose under s .. 346 .48 (2)
(c), Stats• .

History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No, 470, eff. 3-1-95 ,

Subchapter II-Equipment Standards

Trans 300.25 Aisle . (1) Every school bus of' more than
10,000 pounds GVWR, or of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less
manufactuied in 2 stages, shall have a center aisle with a minimum
clearance 12 inches wide„ The center aisle shall be the open area
which pupils entering the service door utilize to gainaccess to
their seats :. The center aisle shall extend from the driver's
compartment to the emergency exit at the rear of the bus .. The
school bus that has a side emergency door shall, in addition, have
a 12:inch wide aisle from the center aisle to the side emergency
door . The intent of this requirement is to provide a 12-inch wide,
umestricted aisle to any emergency door .

(2) An open area for wheelchairs shall not be considered an
aisle.

History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am . (1), Register,
February, 1995, No . 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.26 Alternator, generator. (1) The alternator
orgenerator• shall have a, capacity that meets or exceeds the mini-
mum requirement for the reserve capacity rating of the battery .

(2) A school bus of more than 15,000 pounds GVWR shall be
equipped with an altexnator or gener ator• of at least 100 ampere rat-
ing•.

(3) A school bus of 15,000 pounds GVWR or less but more
than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with an alternator
or generator of atleast 80 ampere rating:.

(4) A school bus of 10,000 pounds or less GVWR shall be
equipped with an alternator or generatorof at least 60 ampexe rat-
ing.. If' a school bus is equipped with a power lift, it shall be
equipped with an 80 ampere or more rated alternator or generator •

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983,No . 326, eff 3-1-83; am (4), Register,
F'ebruary,1995, No: 470, eff. 3-1-95

Trans 300.27 Barriers. (1) Every school bus of'more than
10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with a barrier forward
of' the foremost right and left front seats that complies with
FMVSS 222, school bus seating and crash protection .

(2) A school bus of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less manufac-
tured in 2 stagesshall be equipped with a banier or a padded stan-
chion forward of the foremostright and left front seats .; The baazrier
shall extend from the wall to the aisle .. If a stanchion is utilized, the
area immediately in front of the foremost seat shall be protected
with a paddedpanel extending from no more than 4 inches above
the floor to the•'crossbar, The stanchion bars shall be padde d

(3) If the bus meets any federal requirements relating to the use
of seaYbelts, the bus shall, in addition, be equipped with barriers
or stanchions as indicated in this section .

History : Cr Regster, February, 1983, No ., 326, eff, 3-1-83 ; am. Register, Febru-
ary, 1995, No . 470, eff, 3-1-95 .,

Trans 300.28 Battery. ' The storage battery shall have a
cranking performance rating equal to or greater than the cubic
inch displacementof the engine powered by any means other than
with diesel fuel..

History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83 .

Trans 300.29 Battery carrier and connections . (1) All
batteries shall be securely attached in a manner to prevent disloca-
tion in.the event of an accident .. The battery may be mounted in the
engine compartment or, when mounted outside of the engine
comparlment, it shall be contained in a closed, drained, weather-
tight and vented compartment which shall retain the battery in the
event of upset or roll-over of the bus . If the battery is mounted in
the body skiut, the battery compartment door or cover shall be se-

~' _
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cured by a latch.. The battery shall not be located in the passenger
compartment.

(2) The cables to the battery shall not be spliced:
History: Cr . Register, February, 1983, No., 326, eff., 3-1-83; am . (1), Register,

February, 1995, No. 470, eff., 3-1-95 .

Trans300.30 Book racks. (1) Book racks, if install ed,
shall be located above the side windows :. They shall not extend
forwardof the foremost point of the front seat .or across or above
the emergency dooi :,

(2) Book racks made of expanded, punched, or woven metal
are not peimitted.

(3) Book racks shall be free of projections or sharp edges.:

(4) Book racks are permitted only in buses with a minimum
of 72" head room.

History: Cr . Register, F'ebxuary, 1983, No 326, eff . 3-1-8 3

Trans 300.31 Brakes . (1) Every school bus shall meet fed-
eral brake standards under 49 CFR 39140 to 393 .52, 396• 17, and
applicable standards under 49 CFR 571 :105 and 571 .121, in effect
at the timebf manufacture .. Each brake system including the park-
ing brake shall be maintained in'good working order :: The brake
system shall be free of any leaks .. The lines and hoses shall not be
chafed, flattened or restricted in any wa,y.

(2) A school bus of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR that uses
air assisted brakes shall be equipped with a low pressure warning
system which functions at 60 psi and lower.. Thegovetnor cut out
pressure may not exceed 135 psi.. The governor cut in pressure
may not be lower than 80 psi ..

(3) A school bus of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR that uses
vacuuin assisted brakes shall be equipped with a low pressure
warning system which functions when the vacuum is 8 inches of
mercury and less .

(4) A school bus of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR when
equipped with air or, vacuum assisted brakes shall beequipped
with a reserve tank having a capacity of not less than 1,000 cubic
inches to provide additional air or vacuum for the primary brake
s,ystem. There shall be a check valve or pressure piotective valve
to protect the system from loss ofaiu or, vacuum . There shall be no
accessory except the low pressure warning device operated from
the air or vacuum reserve tank or its connecting lines .. The low
pressure warning system shall be installed to indicate the airpres-
sure or vacuum in the tank.. The gauge required to monitor this sys-
tem shall be visible to the driver: at all times

(5) Every school bus shall be equipped : with a power assist
brake system .

. (6) The interior, of the brake drums, brake linings, brakediscs ,
and pads shall be free of cracks and contamination from oiPor
grease.;

(7)The brake systems shall be properly adjusted to provide
maximum braking effoit in accordance with 49 CFR 396 .17 (ap-
pendix G) .

History : Cr Register, Febxuary;1983, No,. 326,eff 3-1=83 ; am„ (1), (6),(7), Reg-
ister, February,1995, No ., 470, eff 3-1-95

Trans 300.32 Bumpers. (1) The front bumper of buses of
more than, 10,000 pounds GVWR shall have not less than an
8-inch face and shall extend between the frame rails as .a mini-
mum. The bumper shall be of sufficient strength and be positioned
to permit pushing a vehicle of' similat weight without distortion to
the bumper, chassis, or bod,y . ,

(2) The rear bumper of' buses of more than 10,000pounds
GVWR shall have not less than an 8-inch face and shall wrap
around the rear corners of the body to a point at least 12 inches for-
ward:. The bumper shall beof'sufficientstrength and shall be posi-
tioned to permit the bus to be pushed without distortion to either
the bumperor the bus body.,There shall be no more than 1/2inch
space between the bumper and the body : Protective material may
be utilized to fill all or part of the required 1/2inch space .•

Trans 300.34

(3) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less shall be equipped
with bumpers on the front and on the rear.

History : Cr. Register, F'ebruazy,1983, No . 326, eff'. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff . 3-1-95 .

Trans 300 .33 Capacity. (1) The passenger capacity of a
school bus shall be determined by the following standards:

(a) Pupils through the 12th grade shall be allotted 13 inches of
seating space .

(b) Each wheelchair location shall be counted as one seating
position ..

(2) There shall be displayed on the inside of the bus directly
over the windshield on the right side a sign indicating the maxi-
mum pupil passenger capacity. The size of the letters and numer-
als shall be large enough to permit them to be read by passengers .,
Transportation of passengers in excess of the number designated
on the sign or of the actual seat measurement is prohibited ..

(3) The total available seating capacity per seat shall deter-
mine the capacity of the bus•• Fold downor fold up seats or reclin-
ing seats shall not be permitted except that at side emergency door
locations, a"flip-up seat" may beused .. The "flip-up seat" shall
conform to the following requirements• .

(a) The "flip-up seat" shall be designed and constructed to in-
hibit passenger limbs from becoming lodged between the seat
cushion and seat back .

(b) The working mechanism under the seat shall be covered to
eliminate any tripping hazasd ..

(c) The bottom of the "flip-up seat" shall be covered with sheet
nletal'oi other material of equal strength and durability and any
sharp edges padded to prevent injury or snagging of' clothing ..

(d) The seatshallbe designed and constructed to rise to a verti-
cal position automatically when not occupied•.

(4) All passengers aboard a school bus shall be seated in a per-
manently mounted seat . This subsection does not apply to persons
transported in wheelchairs or in other devices where special care
is require d

History : Cr: Register, February, 1983, No .326, eff, 3-1-83 ; am (2), renum . (3)
to (3) (intro ) and am, cr, (3) (a) to (d), Register, February, 1995, No470, eff . 3-1-95,

Trans 300.34 Color. (1) All school buses shall be painted
national school bus glossy yellow with the exception of thetrim,
grill, and the bumpers .. Grills may be chrome, black, yellow, silver,
or gray .

(2) When painted; the bumper shall be painted black .
(3) ,The following are designated as trim and shall be painted

black :
(a). Rub rail s
(b) Stop arm mounting brackets ,
(4) The following may be designated as trim or body compo-

nents and if painted shall be either blackor yellow :

(a) Door handles ..
(b) Grab handles .
(c) Window sash; seals, gaskets, and bands on exposed edges :.

(d) Doar seals and gaskets .
(e) Mirror frame and mounting brackets :

(f) Lamp flanges, housings, and an area around the 7-inch tail
lamp or combination stop and turn lamps not to exceed 3 inches ..

(g) Reflector frames and flanges
(h) Windshield wiper arms ..
(i) Snow rails.
{j) License frame and mounting brackets
(5) The body manufacturer's name including a logo may ap-

pear on the exterior of• the vehicle in any color.

(6) Noncontrasting reflective material is permitted to include,
but not limited to, rub rails, snow rails, as "school bus" lettering
and the owner's identification as required in s ., Trans 300, 61 (6)
or permitted in s ., Trans 300.61 (7) .. Front or rear• bumper, or both ,
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may be marked diagonally 45 down to centerline of pavement
with 2-inch wide strips of noncontrasting reflective material ..

History : Cr Register, Febiuary, 1983, No . 326, eff, 3-1-83 ; am . (1), (4) (f), (6),
Register; February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95 .,

Trans 300.35 Construction . (1) The construction shall be
of prime commercial quality steel or other metal except for th e

fgtill, hood, or fenders and shall comply with FMVSS 220, school
~~et s ? bus rollover• protection, School buses with a GV WR of 10,000lbs, .

, or more shall comply with FMVSS 221, school bus body joint

; .~~ strength

(2) The construction shall provide a reasonably dustproof an d
weather tight unit Openings between the chassis and passenger
compartment shall be sealed to prevent fumes or exhaust gas from
entering the bus body.

(3) The floor or subfloor shall be of prime commercial quality
steel of at least 14 gauge•. Plywood may be used in addition to other

~flooring material The floor shall be level from front to back and
from side to side except in the wheel housing, toeboard, and driv-
er's seat platform areas .. The body cross membeis below the floor

~ may have no more than 2 consecutive and no more than 3 total
members that are completely rusted through .

(4) For buses of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, alljoints
within bus bodies which employ discrete fasteners, specifically
those which join panels to panels, shall achieve a significant por-
tion of the strength of the parent metal, so that all available panel
materials are capable of serving as part of the structure ,

(5) All metal used in construction of the bus body shall be
zinc- oraluminum-coated or treated by an equivalent process be-
fore thebus is constructed .. Included are such items as structural
members, inside and outside panels, floor panels and floor sill. Ex-
cluded are the door handles, grab handles, stanchions, interior
decorative parts, and other interior plated parts °

(6) Annually between December 1 and December 15, each
school bus manufacturer• shall certify to the department that all
school buses manufactured for sale in Wisconsin in the following
calendat'year• will comply with this section• The certification shall
be filed in the division of state patrol .. The certification may be ad-
dressed to the administtator, division of' state patiol, P .O: Box
7912, Madison, WI 53707-7912 ,

(7) Each school bus body manufactuter• shall stamp the let-
ters"WI" either preceding or following the body identification
number to indicate that the bus body was built to meet Wisconsin
school bus construction standards ., The school bus body manufac-
turer shall furnish to the department a blueprint indicating the size
and placement of the"WI" requirement on its buses to be sold in
Wisconsin•. A sample plate shall be furnished by the manufacturer,
to the division of state patrol showing the placement of the "WI", .
This subsection does not~apply to vehicles in use as school buses
in Wisconsin prior• to March 1, 1979..

(8) The owner of any vehicle previously marked, registered,
or titled in another jurisdiction as a school bus shall, prior to using
the vehicle for any pupil transportation in Wisconsin, submit the
vehicle for department inspection . and approval as provided by s, .
Trans 300 .13 (3) . In addition, the owner shall provide proof satis-
factory to the division of'state patrol that the vehicle is constructed
in compliance with this sec6on .

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No 326, eff 3-1-83 ; am., (1), (2), (6), r,
and recr. (8), Register, February, 1995, No . 470, eff. 3-1-95 . .

Trans 300.36 Defroster. (1) The defrosting system shall
have the capacity to keep the windshield, the, window to the left
of the dtiver and the glass in the service door clear of fog and fiost.
The defroster outlets shall not be restricted in any way .

(2) Fans may be used in addition to defrosters, but shall be
mounted so as not to obstruct the dtiver's view ..

(3) Any exposed fan blade shall have a shroud:.
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(4) The defrosting system shall conform to SAE standards
J391 and J382.

History: Cr, Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; Cr, (4), Register, Feb-
mary, 1995, No,. 470, ef£, 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.37 Drive shaft . (1) Each segment of the drive
shaft more than 18 inches long shall be equipped with a suitable
guard to prevent an accident or injury in the event of its fracture
or disconnection .. This section does not apply to vehicles of 10,000
pounds GVWR or less manufactured in a single stage, .

(2) The universal joints and thecenter bearing of every bus
subject to inspection shall not be loose or worn ..

History: Cr . Register, February, 1983, No 326, efP. 3-1-83; am, . (1), Register,
February, 1995, No . 470, eff. 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.38 Emergency warning equipment. (1)
Each school bus shall be equipped with 3 bidirectional emergency
triangles,. Oil burning pot flares shall not be carried on a school
bus

(2) All emergency equipment shall be kept in suitable #asten-
ers or containers in a readily accessible place in the driver's
comparlrnent.• The container or units shall be secured to the bus ..

(3) Emergency equipment may be locked or kept in a locked
compartment provided it is not locked when passengers are being
transported•

(4) This section shall not preclude the carrying of°additional
emergency equipment..

History: Cr . Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1,83 ; r (5), Register, Feb-
ruary, 1995, No., 470, ef£3-1-95 .

Trans 300.39 Emergency exits . (1) Each school bus shall
have emergency exits that comply with 49 CFR 571 .217 and
FMVSS 217,bus window retention and release, and the following
requirements.• If a left side emergency door is utilized, there shall
also be an emergency exit window in accordance with sub .. (8), lo-
cated inthe back of thebus:: A window by itself does not meet this
requirement for an emergency exit .

(2) Required emergency exits shall be designed to be opened
from both the inside and the outside of the bus ..

(3) There shall not be anyobstructions in the aisles or• inside
of the door that would delay or hinder an orderly use of the emer
gency exit

(4) Steps leading to an emergency door are prohibited ..
(5) The upper and lower portion of the central rear emergency

door shall be equipped with approved safety glass, the area of
which shall be not less than 400 square inches in the upper portion
and not less than 280 square inches in the lower po;tion•• Van type
buses are exempt from the requirement to have glazing in the low-
er- part ofthe door, The left side emergency door shall be equipped
with safety glass in the upper portion and the lower portion shall
be of at least the same gaugemetal as the body.. The emergency
door shall be hinged on the right side if it is in the rear of the bus
and on the front side if it is in the left side and shall open only out-
ward•. Control of the emergency door• from the driver's seat shall
not be petmitted .

(6) The emergency dooi•s shall be equipped with a slide bar,
camoperated latch which shall have a minimum stroke of one
inch.. The latch shall be equipped with an electric plunger-type
switch connected with a distinctive signal audible to the. driver,
shall be automatically operated, shall clearly indicate the unlatch-
ing of the emergency door and may not have a cutoff switch
installed in the circuit:; The switch and its activating plunger• shall
be enclosed in a case, which will prevent tampering, and wires
leading from the switch shall be concealed in the body.. The switch
shall be so installed that the plunger• contacts the farthest edge of
the slide bar in such a manner that any movement ofthe slide bar
will immediately close the circuit and activate the signal . The door
latch shall be equipped with an interior handle which shall be ca-
pable of quick release but shall be protected against accidental re-
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lease.. The handle shall lif't up to release the latch .. The outside han-
dle shall be such as to minimize hitching and shall be securely
attached,

,(Z)- If locks are installed on the emergency door they shall in-
clude a device to prevent the activating of the starter mechanism
of the bus engine while any door is locked .. An audio alarm shall
indicate to the driver when any door lock is in the locked position
while the ignition switch is in the "on" position .. Any locking de-
vice on a school bus manufactured after .July 1, 1977 or installed
on any school bus after .July 1, 1977 shall comply with these re-
quirements

(8) A rear emergency window at least 16 inches in height and
as wide as practicable shall be provided in any bus where the
emergency door• is not in the reat•, . It shall be hinged at the top and
designed to prevent accidental closing in an emergency :, A posi-
tive latch on the inside of the window shall provide for quick re-
lease, but offer protection against accidental release .. The outside
handle shall be nondetachable and designed to minimize hitching

.(9) The inside of each emergency window shall have the desig-
nation"Emergency Exit" .. An emergency door shall be identified
with either the words "Emergenc,y Exit" or "Emergenc,y Dooc" on
the inside atthe top of, or above the door .: Concise operating
instructions shall be located within 6 inches of the release mecha
nism.. When a release mechanism is not located within an occu-
pant space of an adjacent seat, a label that indicates the location
of the nearest mechanism shall be placed within that occupant
space . Theoutside of the emergency door shall be clearly marked
"Emergency Door" or "Emergency Exit"in letters 2 inches high
at the top of, or above the door or . immediately below the upper
glass .; An arrow at least 6 inches long and 3/4inch in width indicat-
ing the, direction the release mechanism should be turned to open
the door shall be painted in black on the yellow background .. The
outside of the emergency window shallbe labeled "Emergenc,y
Exit" in letters at least 2 inches high, directly above the window .
There shall not be any labeling on the glazing indicating an emer-
gency exit, emergency door or operating instructions ..

(10) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall
clearly indicate to the driver the unlatching of any emergency win-
dow and no cutoff switch shall be installed in the circuit .

(11) The area on the inside above the emergency door shall be
covered with padding at least 2 inches high the entire width of the
door opening .

(12) If the bus has a side emergency door, there shall be a clear,
unrestricted area to permit an exit aisle of 12 inches from the cen-
ter, aisle ofthe bus without having to go over any obstructing seat, .
The 12-inch measurement may be taken at any position from floor
to roof.. The intent of this subsection is to provide a 12-inch ume-
stcicted aisle to and through the side emergeney door ..

(13) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less manufactured in
2 stages shall provide emergency exits as required for larger ve-
hicles„

(14) In addition toside and reax emergency exits, doors, or
windows, one ormare roof hatches may be installed provided they
meet all requirements specified in FMVSS217 .• In addition to the
audible warning required on emergency doors by FMVSS 217,
additionalemergency exits shall be likewise protected as indi-
cated in s Trans 300 .39 (10)

History: Cr., Register, Febiuary,1983, No 326, eff. 3-1-83 ; am . (1), (2),(6),(9),
r and recr (14), Register, February, 1995, No., 470, eff 3-1-95.

Trans 300 .40 Exhaust system. (1) The exhaust system
which includes the exhaust manifolds, joining gaskets, piping
leading from the exhaust manifold, muffler and tail pipe shall not
enter the bus body at any location .. The exhaust system pipes shall
be of nonflexible steel except that those buses which utilize a die-
sel engine may be equipped with a flexible pipe of not more than
18 inches long between the engine and the f-u st exhaust pipe hang-
er. Stainless steel bellows assemblies are allowed..

Trans 300.42

(2) An exhaust system that has its exit on the left side shall
have the exit point located no further forward than behind the driv-
er's. position ..

(3) An exhaust system that has its exit on the right side shall
have the exit point located behind the rear wheels,.

(4) An exhaust system that exits at the rear shall extend to, but
not beyond, the reat limit of thebumper ..

(5) Every exhaust system exit shall extend to, but not over one
inch beyond the body limits of the bus.. The exhaust shall be di-
rected to prevent an accumulation of exhaust gases underneath the
bus,.

(5m) Buses equipped with diesel engines may be equipped
with a turn-down exhaust pipe.. The turn-down exhaust pipe shall
not exceed 6inches forward of the reacmost part of the bus, .

(6) The complete exhaust system shall be tightly connected
and free fromleaks .

(7) All emission control systems, components and parts shall
be maintained in accordance with manufacturer's specifications .

(8) School buses operated in interstate commerce shall comply
with 49 CFR 393 ..83, exhaust system location ..

History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff : 3-1-83 ; am. (1), (5), cr. (Sm),
(7), (8), Register, February,1995,No . 470, eff 3-1-95

Trans 300.41 Fire extinguisher. (1) Each bus shall be
equipped with a fire extinguisher mounted in full view in the driv-
er's compartment or mountedinside a compartment in the driver's
area if the compartment is in plain view and is labeled "Fire Extin-
guisher" in red letters to indicate its location ..

(2) The fire extinguisherma,y be locked or kept in a locked
compaYtment provided it is not locked when passenger s are being
transported..

(3) Any fire extinguisher purchased after .Iuly 1, 1977, or uti-
lized on a bus that was manufactured after January 1, 1978, shall
utilize dry powder or Halon 1211 .. The fire extinguisher shall be
10 BC rating or a combination of 2 extinguishers with a total of
atleast10 BC rating,. Any bus manufactured after Januaaz,y 1, 1984,
shall use only a single extinguisher..

(4) Each extinguisher shall be kept fully charged and sealed ..

History: Cr.. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff . 3-1-83; am.. (1), (3), r. (5),
Register, February, 1995, No.. 470, eff, 3-1-95..,

Trans 300.42 First aid kit. (1) Each school,bus shall carry
a first aid kit.. The container shall be moistureproof and dustproof
and of'rigid construction, The kit shall be mounted in full view in
the driver's compartment, or it may be placed in an enclosed un-
locked compartment in the driver's area providing the compart-
ment is labeled "FIRST AIDXrT'' or markedwith a red cross em-
bleminplain view indicating the location of'the kit .. The kit shall
be removable without the use of any tools or keys :

(2) School buses shall carry a 16 unit kit or larger containing
at least the following items :

Adhesive bandage ; 1-inch .. , .. , : , 2packets

Bandage compress, 2-inch .. :. .. . 2 packets

Bandage compress, 4-inch . ., .. .. 4 packets

Gauze bandage, 4-inch 2 packets

Gauze compress, 3-inch X 3-inch ., .• ., ,. .. „ .. . . .. 2 packets

Gauze compress, 24-inch X 24-inch minimum 1 packet

Triangular bandage, 40-inch . .: 2 packets

JWiresplint :. . . . : .. . . . . . .. .. . . 1 packet

(3) All units shall be in sanitized packages ;. '
History: Cr. Register, Febiuary,1983, No.. 326, eff. 3-1-53 ; am. (2), r. (3), (4),

renum . (5) to (3), Register, February, 1995, No, 470, efY, 3-1-95 .
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Trans 300 .43 Fenders. Each school bus shall provide
protection from debris thrown by the tires by the use offenders or
body construction .. The the tread shall be within the fender or body
construction .

History : Cr . Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-83 .

Trans 300.44 Floor covering . (1) The floor• in the under-
seat, driver's compartment, step-well and the toeboard areas, in-
cluding the tops of the wheel housings, shall be covered with a
fire-resistant matetial :,

(2) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less shall have the floor
covering secured so it cannot shif't•. The edges and seams shall be
secured• . The covering shall be of' a non-skid material :

(3) Buses of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall have floor
covering on the total flooi area and in the aisle, step-well and en-
trance that shall be of non-skid material, when either wet or dry,
and that shall be of a rib type, . The covering shall not be cracked
and shall be securely bonded or fastened to the floor .. All seams
shall be sealed.:

History : Cr. Register, February,1983, No . 326, eff . 3-1-83 ; am. (1), (3), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff.. 3-1-95.

Trans 300 .45 Frame. (1) Alterations to the ftame side
members may only be made by the chassis or body manufacturer„

(2) Holes shall not be permitted except where originally pro-
vided in the chassis frame . There shallbe no welding to the frame
except by the chassis or body manufacturer .

History:, Cr: Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff 3-1-83 ,

Trans 300.46 Fuel tank and fuel system integrity. (1)
All fuel systems and tanks must be maintained free of leaks . The
fuel tank shall be attached to the bus in a manner that prevents any
movement of the tank while the bus is in motion .

(2) All fuel lines shall be secured in a manner that will prevent
wear .

(3) The filler pipe or device shall be located so that the fuel,
if' spilled or overfilled, will not dcip or drain on any part of the ex-
haust system..

(4) Every fuel system shall be properly vented to prevent any
accumulation of fumes .

(5) The fuel systems and tanks shall meet FMVSS 301, fuel
system integrity, and all other federal and state standards and regu-
lations applicable for the type of fuel used at the time of manufac-
tuie.,

History : Cr, Register, February,1983, No:, 326 ; eff 3-1-83 ; am, (5), Register,
February, 1995, No., 470, eff. 3-1-95..

Trans 300 .47 Heaters. (1) An inside temperature of' not
less than 50° fahrenheit at average minimum January tempera-
tures as established by the U.S .. •, department of commerce, weather
bureau, f'or the area in which the bus is to . be operated shall be
maintained throughout the bus..

(2) The heater hose shall be adequately supported to guard
against excessive wear or abrasion and shall not interfere with oi
restrict the operation ofany engine function .. Heater lines inside
the passenger compartment shall be shielded to prevent accidental
contact by the driver or passengers

History : Cr Register, February,' 1983, No 326, efE . 3-1-83 .

Trans 300 .48 Horn. Ever•y bus used to transport pupils shall
be equipped with a hoin in good working order and capable of
emitting a sound audible under normal traffic from a distance of'
not less than 200 feet .

History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-8 3

Trans 300 .49 Inside height. (1) The inside height of the

school bus shall be 72 inches ormoie, measured metal to metal,
at any point on longitudinal center line from front vertical bow to

xear vertical bow..
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(2) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less need not comply
with this section .,

History : Cr Register, February, 1983, No, 326, eff. 3-1-8 3

Trans 300.50 Insulation . The ceilings and walls of• buses
manufactured in 2 stages and all buses of more than 10,000
pounds-GV WR shall be insulated to reduce heat and cold transf'er•.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff 3-1-83.

Trans 300.51 Instruments, gauges . (1) Every school
bus shall be equipped with the following illuminated instruments
to indicate malfunctions or gauges to indicate a measure or capac-
ity :

(a) Au• pressure or vacuum, where air or vacuum brakes are
used with low energy supply warning s•ystems..

(b) Ammeter• or voltmeter.
(c) Fuel gauge.
(d) Odometer• and speedometer .
(e) Oil pressure.,
(f) Coolant temperatule ,
(2) All instruments and gauges shall be in operating condition

and shall be mounted so as to be clearly visible to the seated driver..
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No„ 326, eff 3-1-83 ; am, (1) (a), (c), (d),

(f), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff 3-1-95

Trans 300 .52 Interior. (1) Every school bus shall have a
fire resistant inner lining on the ceilings and walls .. The interior
rearward metal panels shall be lapped over forward panels to re-
duce the likelihood of injury in the event of separation . The ex-
posed edges of all intetior panels shall be beaded, hemmed or .
flanged,:

(2) Projections from the ceiling shall not be allowed in the en-
trance way or aisle,. All speakers and accessory lighting devices
shall be flush mounted except in the driver's compartment .,

(3) A convex mirror may be mounted on the inside rear of the
school bus ,

History: Cr, Register, February,1983,No . 326, eff . 3-1-83 ; am., (2), Cr, (3), Reg-
ister, Februaazy,1995, No,. 470, eff . 3-1-95.

Trans 300 .53 Ladders . A school bus shall not have a ladder
attached to the interior or exterior while it is in motion .

History : Cr Register, February, 1983, No 326, eff: 3-1-83

Trans 300.54 Lights, lamps, and reflectors. (1) The
following lights, lamps, and reflectors are required on a school bus
painted in accordance with s•, 347•.44 (1), Stats . Each lamp shall be
operational and meet the applicable SAE specifications as pro-
vided in this section.,

(a) The bus shall be equipped with alternating red flashing
lamps•.

1,: The bus shall be equipped with 2 r•ed warning lamps at the
rear of the bus and 2 red warning lamps at the front of the bus,
which shall be controlled by a manually actuated switch and shall
flash alternately at rate of 60 to 120 cycles per minute .. A brake or
door operated switch shall not be peimitted.. The "on" period shall
be long enough to permit bulb filament to come to full brightness .,

a. An option is permitted whereby 2 additional alternating
flashing red lights may be mounted on both the front and rear of
the bus. The additional front facing lights shall be located between
the bottom of the windshield and the top of the highest headlamp
They maybe mounted on the f'ender or the cowl :

b .. The additional rear facing lights may be separate lamps
mounted within 12 inches above or below the d'uectionaltuin sig-
nals or may be incorporated in an existing lamp, An•yincorpora-
tion with an existing unit shall not interfere with or override the
existing unit's function .. If the optional lighting system utilizes the
rear directional signals, it shall be so designed that if both the
directional signal lamp and the flashing red lights are activated
during the same period of time, the flashing warning signals shall
revertto only the 2 required warning signals until such time as the

A L
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directional signal lamp is deactivated . The optional .system shall
not be incorporated with the stop signal lamp ,

c.. The optional system shallhave units with a red lens of at
least the same diameter• as the required alternating lights . The al-
teinating"on," "off ' positions shall be opposite from those ofthe
required alternating lights ., The effect will produce the required
top mounted flashing light and an optional mid-height mounted
light to flash on opposite sides simultaneously The result can be
described as a "wig-wag" or "cross-aim" effect,

2.. The red warning lamps shall be of seal beam constxuction
or. other approved type such as strobe, not less than 5 inches in di-
ameter and visible from a distance ofat least 500 feet along the
axis of the vehicle in bright sunlight

3 .r There shall be a visible or audible means of'giving clear and
unmistakable indication to driver when the signaling system is
turned o n

4Each red warning signal lamp shall be mounted with its axis
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the bus ..

5 . The front and rearred warning signal lamps shall be spaced
as f•ar• apart laterally as practicable, and in no case shall the spacing
between lamp centers be less than 3 feet,:

6: The fxont red warning signal lamps shall be located so that
they can be clearly distinguished when headlamps are lighted on
lower beam:

7 . The warning signal lamps shall be mounted at the front
above the windshield and at the reai so that the lower edge of the
lens is not lower than the top line of the side window openings ..

8 The front and the rear signal lamps shall be unobstructed
by any part of the bus from 5° above to 10 ° below horizontal and
from 30 ° to the tight and 30 ° to the left ofthe centerl3ne of'the bus ..

9 . The area around the lens of each alternately flashing red
signal lamp and extending outward approximately 3 inches shall
be painted black on allschool buses, This subdivision shall not ap-
ply tovehicles not specifically manufactured as school buses and
which have red warning signal lamps mounted above the roof top

.Red warning signal lamps on such.buses shall be equipped with
black hoods at least 3 inches lon g

10 . Except as provided in subd ., 9., red warning signal lamps
may be equipped with hoods to shield from rays of' sun for im-
pioved visibilit

y11. Lamps shall meet the requirements of SAE J887.,

12 .. Vehicles paintedotherthanglossy yellow are prohibited
from having the alternating red flashing lights mounted on the ve-
hicle except as otherwise provided by statute ..

(b) Two backup lamps shall be provided which shall conform
to SAE J593e .

(c) There shall be 2 ied clearance lamps on the reaz• and 2 ambe*-
clearance lamps on the front, mounted as high and wide as practi-
cable to indicate the vehicle's extreme width Buses less than 80
inches wide are exempt from this paragraph

(d) The bus shall be equipped with direction or turn signal
lamps..

1 There shall be at or near the front, facing foiward, one am-
ber turn signal light on each sideof the vertical centerhne mounted
at the same height, as wide as piacticable.. The bus may be
equipped with signals mounted in the body If not equipped with
body mounted front turn signals, double faced signals shall be
installed either on the fender or hood and shall be aswide as practi-
cable. Mounting shall not be highei than the bottom of the wind-
shield or lower than the headlamps .. This paragraph does not apply
to buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less provided the bus meets
the requirements of s 347 15, Stats

2 .. There shall be on the rear one red or amber signal on each
side of the vertical centerline as wide as practicable mounted at the
same height .

3 . Rear turn signals shall be mounted no less than 15 inches
nor more .than 83 inches above the roadway..

4 .. Both the front and the rear direction signals shall comply
with SAE J588f .

5 . An auxiliary side mounted signal shall be installed on the
sides of the body at approximately seat level, rub rail height just
to the reaY of'the service door on the right side and approximately
opposite the driver's seat on the left side : These shall operate in
conjuncfion with'the turn signals .. This subdivision applies to
school buses of 30 feetor more in length .. These lamps shall com-
ply with SAE J914b.

(e) Each bus shall be equipped with a 4-way hazard warning
operating unit which shall operate independentl•y of the ignition
or, equivalent switch and when activated shall cause the turn signal
lamps to flash simultaneously .

(f) The headlamps shall comply with SAE J579c.,

,(g) Each bus shall beequippedwith a light designed to indicate
when the high beam headlamps are lit and located to be visible to
the driver.

(h) Each bus, 80 or more inches wide, shall be, equipped with
3 ambei- identification lamps to the front and 3 red identification
lamps to the rear with lamp centers no less than 6 inches nor more
than12 inches apar.t.. No part of the front lamp or mountings shall
be below the top of

.
the bus windshield ..

(i) Each bus;30 feet oi morein length, shall be equipped with
intermediate side mazker lamps meeting SAE J592f mounted no
less than 15 inches above the road surface and at or near ; mid-point
between the ffr;ont and reaz, side market, lamps .

(j) Each bus shall have a license plate lamp to illuminate the
rear license plate . The lamp shall meet the standards of SAE J587 ..

(k) Each bus shall be equipped with side markei• lights .. One
amber lamp shall be located .on the side as f•ar forward as possible
and one red lamp shall be located as far rearward as practicable ..
The lamps"shall conform to SAE J592 ..

(L) There shall be 2 red stop lamps meeting the requirements
of SAE J586 mounted on the rear'one on each side of the vettical
centerline at the same height and as far apart as practicable . Buses
of mo"re than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with lamps
at least 7 inches in diametei The stop lamps shall activate upon
application of'the service brakes ..

(m) There shall be 2 .red tail lamps meeting the requirements
of SAE.J585e mounted on the reaY, one on each side of the vertical
centerline at the same height and as far• apart as practicable.. The
tail lamps shall activate in conjunction with the headlamps : Two
additional tail lamps may be utiliied and incorporated in the stop
lamp described in par. (L) .

(n) There shall be reflex reflectors mounted on the bus located
asfollows

1 . On the reat, 2 red reflectors equally spaced as faz apart from
the center as practicable .

2 .. On the side, 2 reflectors ; one amber at or near, the front and
one red at or near the rear

3 . On the side of buses 30 feet or more in length, one amber
reflectorlocated at or neaz the center.

4,: Each reflector• shall be mounted no less than 15 inches not
more than 60 inches above the road sur•face ..

(2) Noncontrasting reflective tape or sheeting may be used on
a school bus as an additional warning device.:

(3) Any lamp, light, or• reflector shall be replaced only with a
unit meeting the standards of this section

(4) A strobe light, the use of which is permitted under s . 347 .25
(2), Stats, is an optional piece of;equipment to be used on a school
bus that is painted the yellow and black color scheme andshall
comply with the following requirements :

Register,August, 1996 ; No, 488



Trans 300.54 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 380

(a) The strobe light shall be of solid state construction .• It shall
emit a white light by flashing, not rotating, 360' around the verti-
cal axis.

(b) The strobe light shall be capable of' operating continuously
without any significant change in the flash rate under all operating
conditions or weather• extremes experienced in this state .. The
flash rate shall be no less than 60 nor more than 120 per minute .
The,double flash effect shall be counted as a single flash .

(c) The electronic power supply circuit shall provide a mini-
mum of 10 joules to the strobe tube The flash shall be so designed
that there is a single or double flash or pulsing of the flash tube.
A double flash unit may have different intensities with the first
flash having the highest intensi ,ty :

(d) The strobe light shall be permanently mounted on the cent-
etline of the bus roof not less than 3 feet from the front or rear of
the bus .. A strobe unit may not extend more than 8 inches above
the roof .

(e) The unit shall be wired with an independent switch with an
indicator light in the driver's compartment showing when the light
is in operation..

History: Cr : Register, February, 1983, No .; 326, eff. 3-1-83; am ., (1): (intro, ), (a)
1 . intro, b., 2,11.,12., (c), (d)1„5., (e), (h) to (m), (2), (4) (c), (d), Register, February,
1995, No 470, eff 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.55 Mirrors . (1) School busmirrors shall comply
with the requirements in 49 CFR 571 :.111 and FMVSS 111 . In
addition, buses of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall comply
with the followirlg :

(a) There shall be one interior rearview mirror of at least 6 by
30 inches.. The mirror shall be so constructed that the corners are
rounded and the edges are smooth or protected

.(b). An optional convex mirror may be mounted on the inside
rear of the school bus :

(c) There shall be 2 outside rearview mirrors, one to the right
and one to the left of the driver Each mirror,shall have not less
than 50 square inches of unobstructed reflective surface and shall
be firmly supported and adjustable to give the driver• a clear• view
past both the right and left rear• of the bus .

(d) There, shall be an adjustable convex muror• or equivalent
"banana type mirror" mounted on the right side to provide an addi-
tional close-in field of vision fiom the front of the bus rearward,
This mirror may be mounted on the bracket required for the .cross
view mirror :: The mirror required in thisparagraph shall be inde-
pendentlyadjustable It shall have at least a 7 inch diameter face .

(2) Buses of' 10,000 pounds GVWR or less shall have aninteri-
or and 2 exterioi rearview mirrors,one on the right and one on the
lef't side of the bus capable of reflecting a view past the iear of'the
bus .: Mirrors shall not have sharp corners or edges .

(3) All buses shall be equipped with 2, 7-inch diameter convex
murors or an equivalent "banana type mirror" which shall be
mounted on the right and left sides in such a manner that the driver
may observe a reflection of the road from beneath the front bum-
per forward to a point where direct observation is possible through
each mirror• .

(4) Each mirror required in this section shall not be broken,
cracked or discolored

History: Cr .. Register, February, 1983, No ., 326, eff. 3-1-83 ; am, (1) (intro.), (3),
renum. (1) (b) and (c) to be (1) (c) and (d) and am , Cr,, (1) (b), Register, February 1995,
No . 470, eff.3-1-95, :

Trans 300 .56 Mounting of body. (1) The chassis frame
for body-on-chassis type buses shall extend to the rear edge ofthe
rear• body cross member..Insulating material used atbod•y to frame
contact points shall be so attached that it will remain in position
under any anticipated maintenance or bus operating conditions .

(2) The body shall be securely fastened to the chassis frame,.
Every body attachment device shall be securely fastened and
maintained with proper tension ..

History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No., 326, eff, 3-1-8 3
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Trans 300.57 Openings. (1) All openings in the floor-
board or firewall, between chassis and passenger compartment,
such as for the gear shift lever and auxiliary brake lever, shall be
sealed to prevent fumes or foreign material from entering the pas-
senger compar•tment.

(2) Every school bus shall be free of rusted or deteriorated
areas which could permit the entrance of foreign substance into
the interior• of the vehicle .

History : Cr . Register, Februaazy, 1983, No ., 326, eff 3-1-83 .

Trans 300.58 Rub rails . (1) Every bus shall contain a rub
rail located at seat cushion ievel.. Except at the emergency door,
rear compartment or special service door, the seat cushion level
r•ab rail shall extend from the rear• side of the service door com-
pletel•y around the bus body, to a point of curvature near the front
of the body on the left side. On a bus of 10,000 pounds GVWR or
less, the seat cushion level rub rail is not required to extend around
the rear, corners of the bus and may terminate at the radii of the
right and left rear corners.•

(2) There shall be one floor line rub rai1 . This rub rail shall be
located in an area so that the center of'the rub rail is located at or
between the following points :

(a) No more than 7 inches above the top of' the steel floor, or
(b) No more than 5 inches below the top of'the steel floor .. The

floor line iub rail shall extend over the same longitudinal distance
as the seat level rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing,
fuel filler caps, fuel fill doors, side marker lights and may termi-
nate at the radii of'the right and leftiear corners ..

(3) Rub rails shall be constructed of' 16 gauge longitudinally
corrugated or ribbed steel of' 4-inch minimum width, flange to ~
flange :. Each rub rail flange shall be attached at each body post an d
all other upright structural members. ~~

(4) Rub rails that are pressed in or snapped on do not meet the ~~~~t
requirements of this section and are not permitted.

(5) Rub rails applied to tiansittype buses with the engine in
the rear• may terminate at the foi•waaz d edge of`the engine compart-
ment .

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-83 ; am . (1), (2), r. (6),
Register; February, 1995, No . 470, eff . 3-1-95

Trans 300.59 Seating. (1) All seats shall be forward facing
and securely fastened to that part or parts of the body which sup-
port them. Passenger seat cushions shall be fastened to prevent the
cushions from disengaging from the seat frames in event of an ac-'
cident.. There shall be a minimum space of 24 inches between the
forward surface of a seat back and the rear surface of the seat or
barrier ahead measured across the seat cushion without depress-
ing any surface . : .

(2) The forwardmost seat on the right side of the bus shall be
located .so as not to interfere with the driver's vision .

(3) A minimum of' 36 inches of' headroom f'or the sitting posi-
tion above the;top of the undepressed cushion line of' all seats shall
be pxovided, The measurement shall be made vertically not more
than 11 inches from the side wall at cushion height and at the fore
and aft center of the cushion ;.

(4) (a) The backs of seats of similar size shall be of the same
width atthe top and of the same height from the floorand shall
slant at the same angle with thefloor..The top corners, and at least
10 inches of the top of'the back surface of the seat backs shall be
paddedsufficiently to reduce the likelihood of injury upon impact ..
Seat cushions and seat backs shall not have any tom or worn-
through covering material .•

(b) The seat back of'the rearmost'seatshallbe of'the same di-
mension as the seat immediately forward . Failure to comply with
this standatd will result in the loss of one seating position, or 2
seating positions if this situation occuis in both rows, when deter-
mining the capacity of the bus . This requirement shall apply only
to school buses of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, manufac-
tured after January 1, 1984.
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(5) Fold down, fold up or reclining seats or seat backs shall not
be permitted in a school bus except as allowed in s, . Trans 300.33
(3) .

(6) A child restraint seat may be installed in place of a standard
seat.. The replacement seat shall meet all of the requirements in
this section, except that the seat back may exceed the seat height
of the remaining bus seats by not more than 4 inches ,

History : Cr . Register, February, 1983, No, 326, eff . 3-1-83 ; am, (4) (b), (5), Cr.,
(6), Register, February, 1995, No . 470, efP, 3-1-95 .,

Trans 300.60 Service door. (1) The service door shall be
under control of the driver and so designed as to prevent acciden-
tal opening :When a hand lever is used, no parts shall come togeth-
er so as to shear or crush any finge*_s .

(2) The service door shall be located on the right side of the
bus and within the view ofthe driver.

(3) The service door shall have a minimum horizontal opening
of' 24 inches and a minimum vertical opening of 68 inches :.

(4) The upper and lower glass panels of the service door shall
be of safe ,ty glass , The bottom of the lower glass panel shall not
'be more than 35 inches from the ground when the bus is unloaded,
The top of the upper glass panel shall not be more than 6 inches
from the top of door, The upper glass panel must be of insulated
glass .

(5) Any lock used in conjunction with the service door must
be constructed to insure that the door is not in the locked position
while transporting passengeis•,

(6) The service door shall be equipped with a seal to prevent
dust and cold air from entering the vehicle ..

(7) Buses having a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less need not
comply with subs . (3) and (4) ..

History : Cr Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83 ; am (4),(5), r (8),
Register, February,1995, No . 470, eff : 3-1-9 5

Trans 300 .61 Signs and lettering . (1) Only signs and let-
tering approved by state law or rule shall appear on or in the bus .

(2) The body shall bear• words "School Bus" in black letters
at least 8 inches high and one-inch stroke on both front and rear
or on yellow signs attached thereto The lettering shall be placed
above the rear window and the front : windshield• . This lettering
shall only appear: on buses painted the yellow and black school bus
colors and meetingall the requirements of ch . Trans 300 ..

(3) Each school bus painted the yellow and black color scheme
shall have a fleet number consisting of no more than 4 digits .. The
fleet number shall appear on the front and the rear of the bus . Addi-
tional fleet number locations may be utilized at the owner's op-
tion.

(4) Fleet numbers shall be no less than 3 inches nor more than
6 inches high with a 1/2 inch brush sttoke ..

(5) Fleet numbers are prohibited in the black area around the
alternately flashing red lights .

(6) The name andaddxess (and telephone number; if' desired)
of the owner oxoperator shall be displayed below the window line
in thepanel to the rearof', and as close as possible,to, the service
door in letters not less than 2 inches high nor more than 3 inches
high by 1/4inch sh oke .. If desired, this marking may also be painted
on the left side of the bus below the dtiuer's window . Owner's de-
cals may be used to comply with this subsection if the decals do
not violate other provisions of'this section.

(7), The name of the school or school: bus firm may appear• on
the sides of the bus between the seat line rub rail and the bottom
window line in contrasting yellow or black letters notmore than
10 inches high, The owner's name may also appeax on the rear
bumper in school bus yellow, The lettering shall not exceed 6 in-
ches in height with a 1/2 inch brush stroke . These options shall not
relieve the owner or operator from the requirements of sub .: (6) ..

(8) The vehicle's registration card or a photocopy ofthe card
shall 'be displayed in the driver's compartment and shall be

mounted in a holder so the card can be read without removal .The
passenger capacity shall appear on the inside of the bus above the
front windshield so itcan be easily read .. It shall indicate the num-
ber of seated passengers that may legally be transported .Each
wheelchair position shall be counted as a seated passenger.

(9) Each school bus with an emergency exit shall have the exit
identified as required in s. Trans 30039..

(10) The following signs are the only other decals, stickers, or
lettering that may appear on the bus :

(a) No smoking, eating or drinking, (maximum 2-inch high
letters) .,

(b) Any signs required by the federaLbuieau of motor carrier
safety or national highway traffic safety administration .

(c) Identification as to' location ofemergency equipment ..

(d) Seat belt use requited in this vehicle .
(e) Seating chart, (maximum size 81/2 X 11 inches) .

(f) Rules pertaining to passenger conduct, (maximum 81/2 X
11 inches).

(g) Any decal denoting membership in an association dealing
with school transportation . The decal shall be placed within 12 in-
ches to the rear of service door and below window line .. It may not
exceed 36 square inches

.(gm) For vehicles powered by liquefied petroleum gas, a silver
or white diamond-shaped decal on a black background, 43/4 in-
ches long by 31/4 inches high and displaying the word "PRO-
PANE" in one-inch letters displayed on the right rear corner of the
bus ..

(h) A sign indicating type of fuel used .
(i) A placard, decal or other device, not to exceed 90 square

inches in size, to identify the bus to the childcen..

(j) Emergency telephone number may be placed in the driver's
compartment in accordance with the following criteria:

1 .. , The device the numbers are displayed on shall not exceed
5 inches by 7 inches and may include a current calendar

:2.. Acceptable emergency telephone numbers : police, fire,
rescue squad, school bus contractor, and school transportation di-
rector or administrator..

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No .326, eff: 3-1-83 ; am . ( 7), cr . (10) (gm),
(j), r. (11), Register, February, 1995, No., 470, eff:, 3-1-9 5

Trans 300.62 Steering. (1) Steering systems shall comply
with 49 CFR 393, .209.. No changes may be made in the` steering
apparatus without the approval of the chassis manufacturer :,

(2) There shall be a clearance of at least 2 inches betweenthe
steering wheel and the cowl, instrument panel, windshield, or any
other surface :;

(3) The steering components may not be loose, woin, or bind-
ing and steering stops shall be adjusted so thetire does not tub at
any point. The steering wheel lash may not exceed that found in
49 CFR 393 .209 (b) .,

(4) The power steering system shall not leak nor shall the drive
belt be cracked, fra,yed or worn

:3;story : Cr.Register,Febraary,1983,No 326,eff .3-1-83 ;am (1), (3), Register,
February, 1995, No . 470, eff. 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.63 Steps: (1) The first step at the service door
shall not be more than 16 inches from the gc•ound „

(2) The riser of any step shall not be more than 15 inches .. If
there are 2 or more risers, they shall be approximately equal in
height ::

(3) The stepma,y not protrude beyond the widest part of the
bod,y ..

(4) Each step shall be covered with or constructed of nonskid
material .

(5) All steps shall be enclosed to prevent the accumulation of
ice or snow except the first step of a bus of 10,000 pounds GV WR
or less which may have an exposed step with a nonskid suiface .

Register, August, 1996, No, 488
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(6) Each bus shall be equipped with a stepwell light which acti-
vates automatically upon opening of•the service door to illuminate
the steps. This light is not required to be operational during day-
light hours ; However, it must be in a working condition at all
times.

(7) Each school bus shall be equipped with a grab handle at
least 10 inches in length, located inside the service door entrance
for providing assistance to enter or leave the bus .

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff . 3-1-83; am. (2),(6),(7), Reg-
ister, February, 1995, No. 470, eff, 3-1-95.

Trans 300.64 Stop signal arm. (1) A stop signal arm
which meets FMVSS 131 and SAE J1133 is required on every
school bus painted with the yellow and black color scheme• : The
stop signal arm shall not be extended until the bus is completely
stopped..

(2) Any bus manufactured after January 1, 1978, shall have the
stop signal arm controlled by the service door•. The stop signal arm
shall not become operationaluntil the service door• opens . The
stop signal arm shall be installed in such a manner that it cannot
be activated unless the alternately flashing red lamps are in opera-
tion

(3) The following specifications shall govern installation of
the stop signal atm:

(a) It shall be a metal octagon-shaped sign at least 18 inches
wide and 18 inches long exclusive of the mounting bracket .. All
sheet metal parts shall be 16 gauge or heavier..

(b) It shall have the word "STOP" on both sides in white letters
at least 6 inches high and 7/8 inch wide on a bright red back-
ground : The outer edge shall have a white boider• at least 1/2inch
wide.: 'All other• parts of the assembly shall be painted black.

(c) It shall be equipped with 2, 4-inch or larger, double faced
alternating flashing red lamps to bemounted near the perimeter
of the sign with a minimum of 12 inches spacing between lamp
centers .. These lamps shall be wired .to the circuit of the flashing
red warning lamps mounted on the front and rear of the bus .. These
lamps may be strobe lamps

(4) Reflectoiizing of the sign shall be optional .
(5) The stop signal arm shall be mounted on the left side of• bus

as close to the driver's window as piacticable
(6) The requirements of this section for the operation of the

stop signal aazm shall not apply to school buses which are operated
only in areas where use of the flashing red warninglights is not
permitte d

History : Cr . Register, February, 1983, No 326; eff. 3-1-83 ; am (1), (3) (c), (6),
Register; Februaiy,1995, No 470, eff . 3-1-95 . '

Trans 300.65 Sunshield. Each school bus shall have an in-
teiior, sunshield installed above the windshield . Each bus of'more
than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall have one of a size not less than
6 by 16 inches ::

History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No., 326, eff . 3-1-83,.

Trans 300.66 Suspension system: (1) (a) Thesuspen-
sion system shall comply with the requirements in 49 CFR
393.207.. The bus shall be equipped with front and rear shock ab-
sorbeis .

(b) The shock absorbers shall be maintained free of leaks and
all mountings shall be in good working order,

(2) A school bus shall not be operated with any broken spring-
leaf orworn, loose, mislocated shackles or "U" bolts

History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83 ; renum . (1) to (3) to
be (1) (a), (b) and (2) and am . (1) (a), Register, February, 1995, No .470, eff. 3-1-95,.

Trans 300.67 Tires . (1) The front tires shall-have tread
depth of at least 4/32-inch and rear tires shall have tread depth of
at least 2/32-inch around the entire periphery measured at 2 points
no less than 15 inches apart in any major tread groove,

(2) A school bus shall not be operated with regrooved, xe=
capped, or retreaded tires on the front wheels ..
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(3) A school bus shall not be operated with cuts or chunks mis-
sing exposing the cord, recaps peeled loose or off, or-showing an
indication of ply separation• •

(4) Tires of different size or ply rating may be used except that
all tires on an axle must be the same size and type•. Bias and radial
tires may not be mixed ..

(5) All tires shall be maintained to meet the manufacturer's
GAWR and GVWR.•

History: Cr, Register; February, 1983, No. 326, eff:, 3-1-83; am . (4), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff . 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.68 Wheels. (1) A bus may not be operated with
any cracked•rims, loose lug bolts or nuts or, elongated stud holes .

(2) The wheel bearings shall not have more than 1/4inch free
play when measured at the the level :

(3) The following measurements are the maximum amount of
play permitted in the king pins or ball joints when .measured at the
outside of the tire :

(a) When the wheel diameter is 16 inches or less, not more than
1/4-inch,play is permitted .

(b). When the wheel diameter is greater than 16 inches the play
permitted is 3/83nch .

History: Cr .. Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.69 Windows . (1) In this section :

(a) "ANS Z26 .1" means the standards for glazing in land ve-
hicles adopted by reference in s.. Trans 300.•20 (1) (k), under 49
CFR part 571, motor vehicle safety standard 205, glazing materi-
als

(b) AS 1" to AS 11" have the same meaning as in section 6
of ANS Z26 ..1 :

(c) AS 12" means a safety plastic material that:
T, Complies with tests 10, 13, 16, 17, 21, and 24 of ANS

Z26 .1 ;
2 .. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26 . l with the ex-

ception of the test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol ;
and

3 .. In new buses or in replacement glazing has affixed a
manufacturer's label specifying instructions and agents f•orclean-
ing theglazing that will minimize the loss of transparency.

(d) AS 13" means asafety plastic material that:
1 .• Complies with tests 16, 22 and either 23 or 24 of ANS

Z26 :1 ;
2; Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26•1with the ex-

ception of the test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol ;
and

3 .. In new buses or in replacement glazing has affixed a
manuf•acturet's label specifying instructions and agents foi clean-
ing the glazing that will minimize the loss of transparenc,y ..

(2) The glazingin windows to the tight and left of the driver
shall be identified by the designation AS 1 or AS 2. The reatmost
windows shall be designated AS 1, AS2, AS 4 or AS 5, except that
the lowerglazed portionof the emergency door may be designated
AS 8.. Any other side push-out or, kick-out windows may be iden-
tified with glazing designated as AS 1, AS 2, AS 3, AS 4, AS 5,
AS 12, or AS 13 .

(3) On buses of•more than 10,000 pounds GV WR, the window
to the driver's immediate left and the window immediately to the
rear of the service door shall be hermetically sealed glass "with an
insulating air• space . Exceptions are cutaway van based vehicles
manufactured in 2 stages equipped with a driver's door and a roll-
up window.. If a lif't and lift door are located immediately to the rear
of the service door; the window in the lift door is notrequired to
meet this requirement .. The window to the rear• of the lift door may
be glazing applicable to other windows .

(4) Each full side window shall provide a vertical opening of
at least 9 inches, obtained by lowering the top portion of the win-
dow.The driver's window may be of a sliding forward and rear-
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ward construction .. A bus of 10,000 pounds GV WR or less, having
windows which do not open from the top shall have no more than
a 5-inch wide opening .

(5) . All windows shall operate freel•y .. The side window latches
shall be capable of' holding the window securely in place in all
positions, .

(6) All exposed edges shall be banded or ground ..
(7) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall

clearly indicate to the driver the unlatching of an emergency win-
dow when the ignition is in the "on" posifion .: A cut--off-shall not
be installed in the circuit .

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No., 326, eff .. 3-1-83; am . (1) (a), (c) 3 .,
(d) 3,(2), (3), Register, February, 1995, No 470, eff 3-1-95 .,

Trans 300.70 Windshield. (1) The glass in the windshield
shall be laminated safety glass identified by the designation AS 1 ..
This mark shall be visible and legible .. The glass shall be of' such
quality as to prevent distortion of view in an y direction.

(2) The windshield shall not be obstcucted•:
History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No., 326, efE, 3-1-83 .

Trans 300.71 Windshield washer. (1) Each school bus
shall be equipped with an operational windshield washer system
that provides fluid for the windshield wipers to effectively clean
the windshield.

(2) The washer shall be maintained and operational :
History: Cr. Register, Februaazy, 1983, No . 326, eff 3-1-8 3

Trans 300 .72 Windshield wipers. Every school bus shall
be equipped with 2 complete and operational windshield wipers..
The system shall have at least 2 speeds .

History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No:, 326, eff': 3-1-83,

Trans 300.73 Wiring. All circuits of the bus shall be pro-
tected by a circuit breaker or fuse of sufficient rating to handle the
current load

History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No 326, eff 3-1-83.

Subchapter III-Special Additional Requirements

Trans 300 .75 Special serv ice opening. (1) Every
school bus used for transpoitingpeisons in wheelchairs shall have
an enclosed door opening located on the tight side of the vehicle
which will permit the use of a tamp or lift

(2) The door of the specialopening shall be equipped'with a
device to hold it open.. .

(3) Each door• shall have a window
(4) The opening shall be equipped with material which seals

outdirt; water, and;fume s
(5) There shall be a light which illuminates the platform and

the area outside the opening .
(6) A drip molding shall be installed to effectively divert water

from the opening .
History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No, 326, eff, 3-1-83 ; am .(6), Register,

February, 1995, No : 470, eff . 3-1-95 .

Trans 300 .76 Power lift or ramps . (1) Every school bus
transporting persons in wheelchairs shall be equippedwith either
a power lift or ranlp which utilizes the special service opening spe-
cified in s .. Trans 30035 .

(2) If a school bus uses a ramp it shall have a nonslip material
on the surface or may have a metal nonslip surface construction .
The ramp shall be in a secured position while the bus is in motion:
The ramp shall be at least 30 inches wide on the sur•face•:

(3) A power lift maybe of vatying design and operation.. A lift
may be designed to cause only minor vehicle design change other
than f'oithe special service opening, or a different design lift may
be built to raise or lower through the floor of the vehicle . .Each of
these designs shall have a minimum lifting capacity of 700
pounds„ A label stating that the lift meets this requirement shall be

either• permanently affixed to the power• lift in a visible location or
the information may be permanently stamped in a visible location ..

(4) The power source and mechanism of the lift shall be en-
closed..

(5) The platform of the power lift shall be covered with nonslip
material or it may be of nonslip constcuc6on•The surf'ace shall be
at least 30 inches wide .

(6) Every platform of a power• lift shall be designed and
constructed to prevent any movement when it is in the stored posi-
tion.. This requirement may be met by either a mechanical locking
device or by the internal design of the lift

(7) The power lif'tshall be so designed that the operator has
positive control to move, stop,or reverse the lift travel atwill .. In
addition, the lift shall be controlledby a limit switch or by-pass
valve which will immediately stop the direction of travel upon
contact with the ground or a foreign object

(8) The power lift shall be so designed that the platform does
not fall in the event of a power failure .•

(9) The platform shall have a device on the curb side to prevent
any wheelchair from rolling off when the lift is in any horizontal
position other than at groundlevel ..

(10) The power lift shall be designed to prevent the operator•
or the person being transported from becoming entangled or
crushed du'ring the lift operation..

(11) When in the stored position, every power lift or ramp and
its associated super structure shall have all exposed sharp edges,
corners, and projecting parts padded to prevent injury in the event
of contact in an accident. This requirementshall not apply to the
platform sui•face but shall apply to the sides of the platform if they
are exposed and not concealed by a padded super structure or a
padded banier. ,-

(12) If the lift does not include a padded super• structure, the
top of the door opening shall be covered with padding at leasr2
inches high the entire width of the door opening.•

(13) The lift control shall be interlocked with the vehicle
brakes, transmission or door, or shall provide other• appropriate
mechanisms or systems, to ensure that the vehicle cannot be
moved' when the lift is not stowed and so the lift cannot be
deployed unless the interlocks or systems areengaged .:

History : Cr. Register, Febrpazy, 1983, No. 326; eff. 3-1-83 ; am (1), (3), (11),
Cr . (12), (13), Register, Febiuaazy, 1995, No 470, eff 3-1-95 . ,

Trans 300 .77 Wheelchair :fasteners . (1) Each wheel-
chair, shall be secured to the bus with a fastening device with suffi-
cient strength to :

(a) Retain the chair• in the event the bus overtutns ..
(b) Prevent the chair'from moving .
(c) Prevent the chair's wheels from leaving the floorin the

eventof a sudden stop or start .
(2) The fastening device may be either a metal locking unit that

secures the wheelchair• to the wall or floor or a webbing belt sys-
tem that accomplishes the same puxpose..

(3) No wheelchair may be attached to any doot

.(4) A webbing belt system shall be secured to the bus at not
less than 2 points:: It shall be anchored in the bus frame, body posts
or other metal structare .. Intexior, paneling shall not be considered
an adequate anchorage••

(5) A webbing belt used to securethe wheelchair to the body
frame shall not be used to also secure the passenger to the wheel-
chair, .

(6) School buses manufactured and placed in operation after
January 17, 1994, and transporting passengers in wheel,chairs
shall comply with FMVSS 222, school bus seating and crash
protection.. The wheel chairs .shall 'be secured in the following
manner

(a) In a for•ward f'acingposition

Register, August, 1996, No, 488
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(b) By wheel chair securement devices at 2 locations in the
front and 2locadons in the rear. =

(c)If a 3-wheel chair, each wheel location shall be seculed ..
History : Cr. Register, February,1983, No, 326, eff, 3-1-83 ; cr. (6), Register, Feb-

ruary, 1995, No . 470, eff. 3-1-9 5

Trans 300 .78 Seats and restraints . (1) Seat frames may
be equipped to accept seat belts or other types of restraints .

(2) Every occupant shall be secured to the wheelchair while
being transported . This securement shall be separate and in addi-
tion to that required in s, Trans 300..77 ..

(3) Aisle-facing seats in buses transporting wheelchairs are
permitted only ovel the wheel housing provided they are equipped
with a device to prevent a passenger from sliding off' either end .
These seats shall be permanently mounted and shall not have a re-
tcactable seating surface :

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eff3-1-83 ; am. (3), Register,
February, 1995, No.470, eff.. 3-1-9 5

Trans:300.79 Communications. Every school bus used
to transport special education or disabled students shall comply
with the communication requirements found in s ., Trans 301,.14• .

History: Cr Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95

Trans 300.80 Optional,equipment. A school bus owner
or operator shall use the following procedure to obtain authoriza-
tion for equipment that is not specifically authorized by this chap-
teI : . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .

. (1), Submit an authorization request for equipment installatio n
to the administrator, division of state patrol, P .O. box 7912, Madi-
son, Wisconsin, 53707-791 2

(2) Equipment installation may only proceed following re-
ceipt of a letter of authorization from the administrator, or, desig-
nee, ofxhe division of state patrol..

(3) Provide for inspection of the vehicle and equipment if nec-
essary. .

History: Cr. Register, February,,1995, No 470, eff :, 3-1-95 .

Trans 300.81 Authorized optional equipment. The f'o1-
lowing equipment is ;approved :

(1) . PUBLIC ADDRFSSSYSTElvl. A school bus may:be equipped
with apermanentl•y mountedpublic address system that allows the
dliver to communicate directions by voice to students outside the
bus Mounting of anyexternal speakers shall not interfere with
driver visibility; miirors or outside lights .. Speakers may be
mounted under the hood ..

(2) WIDE ANGLE REAR vlEw LENS, A school bus may be

equipped with a wide angle rear view lens mounted on the upper
window of the emergency dool:• The lens may not cover more than
220 square inches .• The lens shall be centered on the window and
shall be permanently attached .

(3) RESrxooM A restroom facility may be installed at the Ieal•-
most section of a school bus .: Installation shall meet all statutes and
rules related to such installation .. The following conditions shall
also apply :

(a) The restroom door shall be locked during pupil transporta-
tion.

(b) All walls shall be constructed of Iigid material .
, (c) The restroom or restroom door shall not interfere with ac-

cess to emergency exits .
(d) There shall be no sharp edges or plotrusions ..
(4) BACK-UP Ar,ARlri ., A school bus may be equipped with a

back-upalarm system manufactuled inaccordance with any fed-
eral or stateSpeciflcations, .

(5) AIR CoNDrrloivlNG UNlrs; A school bus may be equipped
with air conditioning systems .. The system shall be approved by
the Wisconsin division of statepatrolprior• to installation .:
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(6) SAFEIY CONrRO1.ARN1 A school bus may be equipped with
a safety control alm . The safety control arm shall be mounted on
the right side of the bumper..

(7) VIDEO CA1v1ERAS., A school bus may be equipped with a vid-
eo camera subject to the following conditions :

(a) The video camera shall be mounted in the driver's compart-
ment above the top glass portion of the windshield, ;Additional
mounting locations may be used upomapploval by the division of
state patrol,.

(b) The video camera may not interfere with driver visibility
and passenger entrance and aisle .

(8) BiooD-BORri> rArxoGEN x1T, A school bus may be
equipped with a blood-borne pathogen kit subject to the follow-
ing conditions :

(a) The kit shall be mounted or located in the driver's compalt-
ment:

(b) The kitshall be labeled..
History : Cr. Register, February, 1995, No ;470, eff. 3-1-95,

Subchapter IV-General Requirements

Trans 300 .85 Replacement equipment. Any item of
equipment if covered by a standard in this chapter :shall, upon re-
placement, be replaced with an item meeting the original standald,.
Any modification of a school bus shall be in confolmity with state
rules in effect at the time of the modification .•

History: Cr . Register, February, 1983, No., 326, eff 3-1-83.

Trans 300.86 Enforcement policy. (1) The enforcement
policy of the division of state patrol shall take into consideration
the age, condition, and equipment of .buses before granting ap-
proval for their continued use .. The division shall not permit the
use of any'bus for school transpol•tation purposes~which is deemed
to be unsafe or unfit for such service .•

(2) In construing and enforcing the provisions of this chaptel,
the act, omission or failure of any officer, agent; servant or other
person acting for or employed by the registered owner or the les-
see of the bus, whoever has control, done within the scope of em-
ployment is deemed to be the act, omission or f'ailure of such regis-
tered owner or lessee : This subsection shall not apply to violations
of ch . 346, Stats ;, and s ;Trans 30016 •

History : Cr . Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83 ; am . (2), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95 ; correction in (2) made under s. 13.93 (2m)
(b) 5., Stats., Register, August,1996, No. 488 :

Trans 300.87 Inspection procedures . (1) Upon notifi-
cation by the department of transportation, or the department of
public instruction, or any public school official, the owner or oper-
ator shall present all school buses for inspection at the time and
place designated or the department may, at its option, inspect the
school buses at the owner's place of business .: . All school buses
shall be inspected annually,

(2) A school bus inspection report shall be completed for each
school bus inspected; A copy of the report shall :be provided to the
school bus owner and the respective school district .. Upon comple-
tion of an inspection, a school bus shall be approved or disap-
proved . A school bus is approved when it is found that all Iequire-
ments of• this chapter are met .: A school bus is disapproved if'
defects are noted and the school bus inspection report indicates .
that the vehicle is "out-of-service . "

(3) It is unlawful for, a person to operate or permit to be oper-
ated any school bus that:

(a) Is in violation of any requirement of this chaptel .
(b) Requires repairs prior to any operation

History : Cr. Register, February, 1983, No . 326, eft'. 3-1-83; renum . to be (1) and
am ; cr (2), (3), Register, Febiuary, 1995, No 470, eff 3-1-95 .

Trans 300 .88 Applicability. (1)' School buses manufac-
tured prior to March 1, 1995 shall be,subject to the rules applicable
at the time the vehicle was first registered asa school bus in Wis-

~--
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consin.. School buses subject to previous standards are less strin-
gent..

(2) All school buses manufactured on March 1, 1995 or later
shall be subject to this chapter and to the referenced federal motor
vehicle safety standards in effect on the date of' manufacture .. The
department shall consider the date of manufacture as being the
date on which the second stage manufacturer or the school bus
body manufacturer completes the installation of the body on the
chassis or the date a single manuf'acturei• completes the unit . In the
case of a rebody, the completed rebody school bus has been re-

Tirans 300.89

manufactured on March 1, 1995 or later and shall meet the re-
quirements of this chapter and the referenced federal motor• ve-
hicle safety standards in effect on the date of the rebody..

History : Cr . Register, F'ebxuary,1983, No 326, eff' . 3-1-83; renum from s . Trans
300.89 and am„ Register, February, 1995, No ., 470, eff. 3-1-95, .

Trans 300.89 Penalties . Violations of an,y provisions of
this chapter shall be prosecuted under the governing statute .
Where no penalty is provided, the violation shall be prosecuted as
set forth in s . 85 .16 (2), Stats ..

History : Cr. Register, Februaazy,1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum, from s . Trans
300 .91 and am., Register, February, 1995, No . 470, eff 3-1-95 .49 1
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