
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
Border State Carrier Registration and Fuel Tax Agreements 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment Border State Carrier Registration and Fuel Tax Agreements s. 341, a 
proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 
Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-
trkr/30mi.aspx  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 
DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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​To summarize, commercial motor vehicles carrying property or passengers may operate in certain
neighboring states, within 30 miles of Wisconsin, with Wisconsin vehicle registration and fuel tax
licenses. Additional vehicle registration and fuel tax licenses are not required.

Vehicle registration: 
All vehicles that display intra-state vehicle registration (license plates) from Iowa, Minnesota and
Michigan may operate interstate within a 30 air mile range of the Iowa-Wisconsin, Minnesota-
Wisconsin and Michigan-Wisconsin boundary line respectively without carrying any additional
registration credentials as set forth in the reciprocal agreement between Wisconsin and these
jurisdictions.

Similarly, vehicles that display Wisconsin intra-state vehicle registration (license plates) may
operate interstate in Iowa, Minnesota and Michigan within a 30 air mile range of the Wisconsin
border.

IFTA fuel tax license: 
All qualifed motor vehicles owned or leased and operated by residents of Iowa and Minnesota may
operate in Wisconsin within 30 miles of the Wisconsin border without carrying any additional fuel
tax credentials as set forth in the fuel tax reporting reciprocity agreement between Wisconsin and
those two states. 

Similarly, qualifed motor vehicles owned or leased by a Wisconsin resident may operate in Iowa
and Minnesota within 30 miles of the Wisconsin border.

Michigan Fuel Tax Agreement:

Wisconsin and Michigan do not have a fuel tax reciprocity agreement at this time. Qualifed motor
vehicles owned or leased by Wisconsin or Michigan residents must carry fuel tax licensing
credentials when operating in the other state. This may be either an IFTA license or a Fuel Tax
Trip Permit.

The following Minnesota and Iowa vehicles have statewide fuel tax reciprocity.

​All qualifed motor vehicles owned or leased and operated by the state or any political
subdivision of the state, while operated in ofcial capacity and displaying tax exempt,
municipal or state owned registration. 
All school buses owned or leased and operated by a Minnesota or Iowa school and used in the
transportation of pupils to and from school related and/or school sponsored events. 

Licensing and trip permits:
For commercial vehicles not eligible for the reciprocity described above, carriers may obtain IFTA or
IRP licensing, or may obtain vehicle registration and fuel tax trip permits. Trip permits can be
purchased from a permitting service or may be obtained through self-service. See trip permits.

Related links:
Motor Carrier Trucking
Unifed Carrier Registration (UCR)

Questions about the content of this page: 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Motor Carrier Services
P.O. Box 7979
Madison WI 53707-7979

Email irp-ifta@dot.wi.gov
Phone (608) 266-9900

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/trip-permits.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/default.aspx
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mailto:irp-ifta@dot.wi.gov
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