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1 COSMETOLOGY EXAMINING BOARD Cos 8.03

Chapter Cos 8

LICENSURE

Cos 8.005 Definitions.
Cos 8.01 Licensing requirement.

Cos 8.02 Licensing requirement without examination.
Cos 8.03 Inactive license.

Note:  Chapter BC 8 was renumbered ch. Cos 8 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., 
Register February 2013 No. 686.

Note:  See Chapter SPS 50 for rules governing the licensing of barbers, barbering 
managers, and barbering establishments.

Cos 8.005 Definitions.  For the purposes of this chapter:
(1) XFormer service memberY has the meaning provided in s. 

440.09 (1) (a), Stats.
(2) XService memberY has the meaning provided in s. 440.09 

(1) (b), Stats.
(3) XSpouseY has the meaning provided in s. 440.09 (1) (c), 

Stats.
History:  CR 20-025: cr. Register July 2021 No. 787, eff. 8-1-21; correction in 

(intro.) made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register July 2021 No. 787.

Cos 8.01 Licensing requirement.  (1) An applicant for 
licensure as a cosmetologist shall satisfy the requirements in s. 
454.06 (1) and (2), Stats.

(3) An applicant for licensure as an aesthetician shall satisfy 
the requirements in s. 454.06 (1) and (4), Stats.

(4) An applicant for licensure as an electrologist shall satisfy 
the requirements in s. 454.06 (1) and (5), Stats.

(5) An applicant for licensure as a manicurist shall satisfy the 
requirements in s. 454.06 (1) and (6), Stats.

Note:  An individual may apply to the Department of Safety and Professional Ser-
vices for a determination of whether the individual would be disqualified from ob-
taining the credential due to a criminal conviction.  Application forms are available 
on the department[s website at dsps.wi.gov, or by request from the Department of 
Safety and Professional Services, P. O. Box 8935, Madison, Wisconsin 53708, or 
call (608) 266-2112.

History:  CR 05-118: cr. Register November 2006 No. 611, eff. 12-1-06; correc-
tion in (1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., 7., Stats., Register February 2013 No. 686; 
CR 15-035: am. (2) Register December 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16; CR 18-002: r. (2) 
Register April 2018 No. 748, eff. 5-1-18.

Cos 8.02 Licensing requirement without examina-
tion.  The board may grant a license to practice cosmetology, 
aesthetics, electrology, or manicuring without examination to a li-
censee of another state provided that one of the following condi-
tions are met:

(1) The board has entered into a written reciprocal agreement 
with the licensing authority of another state, where the education 
and services practiced are substantially equivalent to those in 
Wisconsin, in accordance with s. 454.13 (2), Stats.

(2) The applicant has completed all of the following 
requirements:

(a)  The applicant holds a current license in good standing in 
another jurisdiction.

(b)  The applicant pays the appropriate fee as indicated in s. 
440.05, Stats.

(c)  The applicant completes a board-approved one-hour 
course regarding Wisconsin statutes and administrative code ap-
plicable to their practice.

(3) A service member, former service member, or spouse of a 
service member or former service member who resides in this 
state, shall be granted a license issued under s. 454.06, Stats., if 
the individual meets all the following requirements:

(a)  The individual applies for a reciprocal credential on a 
form prescribed by the board.

(b)  The individual pays the fee specified under s. 440.05 (2).
(c)  The individual holds a license, certification, registration, 

or permit that was granted by a governmental authority in a juris-
diction outside this state that qualifies the individual to perform 
the acts authorized under the appropriate credential granted by 
the board.

(d)  The individual is in good standing with the governmental 
authorities in every jurisdiction outside this state that have 
granted the individual a license, certification, registration, or per-
mit that qualifies the individual to perform acts authorized under 
the appropriate credential granted by the board.

History:  Cr. Register, July, 1989, No. 403, eff. 8-1-89; renum. (1) (intro.) to be 
(intro.), renum. and am. (1) (a) to (c) to be (1) to (3) and cr. (4), Register, May, 1999, 
No. 521, eff. 6-1-99; CR 05-118: renum. from BC 8.01 and am. Register November 
2006 No. 611, eff. 12-1-06; correction in (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., 7., 
Stats., Register February 2013 No. 686; CR 15-035: am. (intro.) Register December 
2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16; CR 18-002: am. (intro.) Register April 2018 No. 748, eff. 
5-1-18; CR 20-025: r. and recr. Register July 2021 No. 787, eff. 8-1-21.

Cos 8.03 Inactive license.  Any person who has been 
granted an inactive license, under s. 454.06 (8m), Stats., may not 
receive compensation for directly performing cosmetology ser-
vices as defined under s. 454.01 (7m), Stats., and may not per-
form cosmetology services as defined under s. 454.01 (7m), 
Stats., in a licensed establishment.

Note:  Activities permitted by an inactive license holder include purchasing sup-
plies or cutting hair outside of an establishment, without compensation, such as for 
a resident in a nursing home.

History:  CR 15-035: cr. Register December 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16

Register November 2024 No. 827

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/827/B/toc

