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1 LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY BOARD RB 1.03

Chapter RB 1

LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY 
MISSION GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND DEFINITIONS 

RB 1.01 Mission.
RB 1.02 Goals and objectives.

RB 1.03 Definitions.

Note:  Chapter RB 1 was created as an emergency rule effective January 24, 
1992.

RB 1.01 Mission.  The mission of the lower Wisconsin 
state riverway board is to protect and preserve the scenic beauty 
and natural values of the lower Wisconsin state riverway through 
administration of a permit program to  control land use and devel-
opment.  However, in concert with the program  to control land 
use and development, due consideration shall be given to  the 
rights of landowners and the freedom to exercise the rights asso-
ciated  with land ownership.  The challenge facing the lower Wis-
consin state  riverway board is to maintain the fragile and delicate 
balance between  protection and preservation of the scenic beauty 
and natural values of the lower Wisconsin state riverway and pro-
tection and preservation of the rights of landowners and residents 
within the boundary of the lower Wisconsin state riverway.

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2-1-93.

RB 1.02 Goals and objectives.  In addition to and con-
sistent with the duties and powers delegated by the board in 
subch. IV of ch. 30, Stats., and to effectively fulfill its mission:

(1) The board shall:
(a)  Rules.  1.  Administer the state laws and administrative 

rules  pertaining to the riverway; and
2.  Coordinate its enforcement activities with the department, 

state  and local law enforcement officials.
(b)  Compliance.  1.  Monitor performance standard compli-

ance in cooperation with town, county, state and federal jurisdic-
tions; and

2.  Advise and assist riverway landowners to ensure land de-
velopment  and use is compatible with rules.

(c)  Cooperation.  Retain its status as an independent state 
agency while maintaining a cooperative relationship with the leg-
islature, other state  agencies an local units of government.

(d)  Technical assistance.  Provide technical assistance and in-
formation,  as requested, regarding the board[s performance stan-
dard compliance program.

(2) The board may:
(a)  Education.  Establish education and informational pro-

grams for  citizens regarding the mission, goals and objectives of 
the board.

(b)  Preservation.  Assist municipalities in the riverway in ef-
forts design to protect, preserve and enhance sites of historic or 

geologic interest  which contribute to the character of the 
riverway.

(c)  Economic development.  Assist municipalities in the river-
way in economic development efforts consistent with protection 
and preservation of the riverway[s scenic quality and natural 
values.

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2-1-93; correction in (intro.) 
made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats, Register March 2013 No. 687.

RB 1.03 Definitions.  In this chapter and ch. RB 2:
(1) XBoardY means the lower Wisconsin state riverway board,  

established under s. 15.345 (8), Stats.
(2) XDepartmentY means the department of tourism.
(3) XLeaf-on conditionsY mean the time when leaves are on 

the  deciduous trees.
(4) XMunicipalityY is as defined in s. 30.01 (4), Stats.
(5) XPerformance standardY means any of the requirements 

described in subch. IV of ch. 30, Stats., which are necessary for 
obtaining a permit  under that subchapter.

(6) XPortable camping structureY means a collapsible camper 
or  recreational vehicle.

(7) XRiverY has the meaning established in s. 30.40 (14), 
Stats.,  but includes only that area below the ordinary high water 
mark of the main  channel or channels, and does not include the 
bays, bayous and sloughs of  the river bottoms.

(8) XRiverwayY has the meaning established in s. 30.40 (15), 
Stats.

(9) XStructureY has the meaning established in s. 30.40 (18), 
Stats.

(10) XTimberY has the meaning established in s. 30.40 (18m), 
Stats.

(11) XTop of bluffY means the visually most prominent por-
tion of the  bluff when viewed from the river, being either the 
highest geographic point  or that point where there is a significant 
change in slope.

(12) XVisually inconspicuousY has the meaning in s. 30.40 
(21), Stats.

(13) XWoody vegetationY has the meaning established in s. 
30.40 (23m),  Stats.

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2-1-93; correction in (2) made 
under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6., Stats., Register, June, 1996, No. 486; correction in (1) 
made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2013 No. 687; correction in (1) 
made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2017 No. 737.
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