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1 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES SPS 320.02

Chapter SPS 320

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Subchapter I — Purpose and Scope
SPS 320.01 Purpose.
SPS 320.02 Scope.
SPS 320.03 Effective date.
SPS 320.04 Applications.
SPS 320.05 Exemptions.
Subchapter II — Jurisdiction
SPS 320.06 Procedure for municipalities.
SPS 320.065 State jurisdiction.
Subchapter III — Definitions
SPS 320.07 Definitions.
Subchapter IV — Approval and Inspection of One- and 2-Family Dwellings
SPS 320.08 Wisconsin uniform building permit.
SPS 320.09 Procedure for obtaining uniform building permit.
SPS 320.10 Inspections.
SPS 320.11 Suspension or revocation of Wisconsin uniform building permit.

Subchapter V — Approval and Inspection of Modular Homes and Their 
Components
SPS 320.12 Scope.
SPS 320.13 Manufacture, sale and installation of homes.
SPS 320.14 Approval procedures.
SPS 320.15 Effect of approval.
SPS 320.16 Suspension and revocation of approval.
SPS 320.17 Effect of suspension and revocation.
Subchapter VI — Approval of Products
SPS 320.18 Building product approvals.
Subchapter VII — Variances, Appeals, Violations and Penalties
SPS 320.19 Petition for variance.
SPS 320.20 Municipal variance from the code.
SPS 320.21 Appeals of orders, determinations, and for extension of time.
SPS 320.22 Penalties and violations.
Subchapter IX — Adoption of Standards
SPS 320.24 Adoption of standards.

Note:  Chapter ILHR 20 was renumbered chapter Comm 20 under s. 13.93 (2m) 
(b) 1., Stats., and corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register, 
January, 1999, No. 517.  Chapter Comm 20 was renumbered chapter SPS 320 under 
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 672.

Subchapter I — Purpose and Scope

SPS 320.01 Purpose.  (1) The purpose of this code is to 
establish uniform statewide construction standards and inspec-
tion procedures for one- and 2-family dwellings and modular 
homes in accordance with the requirements of ss. 101.60 and 
101.70, Stats.

(2) The purpose of this code is to establish uniform installa-
tion and inspection procedures for manufactured homes in accor-
dance with the requirements of s. 101.96, Stats.

Note:  The design and construction of manufactured homes is regulated by the 
federal Department of Housing and Urban Development under Title 24 CFR Part 
3280.

Note:  See ch. SPS 305 for licensing requirements for manufactured home manu-
facturers and manufactured home installers.

Note:  Other agencies may have regulations that affect the design, construction or 
placement of the dwelling and accessory structures or systems serving the dwelling.  
The regulations may necessitate additional administrative procedures or inspections 
for compliance.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. Register, 
March, 1992, No. 435, eff. 4-1-92; CR 06-071: renum. s. Comm 320.01 to be (1), cr. 
(2) Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; correction in (1) made under s. 
13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2009 No. 639.

SPS 320.02 Scope.  (1) GENERAL.  The provisions of 
this code apply to all of the following:

(a)  All one- and 2-family dwellings built on or after the effec-
tive dates under s. SPS 320.03.

Note:  This includes site-built dwellings, manufactured buildings used as 
dwellings, modular homes and dwellings that may be designated as cabins, seasonal 
homes, temporary residences, etc., (except for manufactured or HUD homes, which 
are covered separately under this section).

(b)  Adult family homes providing care, treatment and services 
for 3 or 4 unrelated adults built on or after the effective dates un-
der s. SPS 320.03.

(c)  Community-based residential facilities providing care, 
treatment and services for 5 to 8 unrelated adults built on or after 
the effective dates under s. SPS 320.03.

(ce)  A one- or 2-family dwelling built on or after the effective 
dates under s. SPS 320.03 that is used as a foster home or group 
home, or as a residential care center for children and youth that 

has a capacity for 8 or fewer children, all as defined in s. 48.02, 
Stats.  Where such a home or center is operated in each dwelling 
unit of a 2-family dwelling, the capacity limit for each unit is in-
dependent of the other unit only if the two operations are inde-
pendent of each other.

Note:  Note:  The definitions in s. 48.02, Stats., limit foster homes to no more 
than 4 children unless the children are siblings, and limit group homes to no more 
than 8 children.  Where permitted by the Department of Children and Families, a 
group home or a residential care center for children and youth that has a capacity for 
8 or fewer children may be located in a one- or 2-family dwelling as a community 
living arrangement, as defined in s. 46.03 (22), Stats.

(cm)  A one- or 2-family dwelling built on or after the effective 
dates under s. SPS 320.03, in which a public or private day care 
center for 8 or fewer children is located.  Where such a day care 
center is operated in each dwelling unit of a 2-family dwelling, 
the capacity limit for each unit is independent of the other unit 
only if the two operations are independent of each other.

Note:  Chapter DCF 250, as administered by the Department of Children and 
Families, defines a Xfamily child care centerY as being Xa facility where a person 
provides care and supervision for less than 24 hours a day for at least 4 and not more 
than 8 children who are not related to the provider.Y  Chapter DCF 250 applies vari-
ous licensing and other requirements to these centers, including for fire protection 
and other aspects of the physical plant.

(cs)  1.  Any portion of or space within a one- or 2-family 
dwelling built on or after the effective dates under s. SPS 320.03, 
in which a home occupation is located.

2.  In this paragraph, Xhome occupationY means any business, 
profession, trade, or employment conducted in a person[s 
dwelling unit, that may involve the person[s immediate family or 
household and a maximum of one other unrelated person, but 
does not involve any of the following:

a.  Explosives, fireworks, or repair of motor vehicles.
b.  More than 25% of the habitable floor area of the dwelling 

unit.
Note:  See chs. SPS 361 to 366 for buildings that are beyond the scope of this 

code.
(d)  The onsite installation of a mobile home or manufactured 

home on piers, regardless of the date of production of the home.
Note:  The design and construction of a manufactured home is regulated by the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and is not subject to UDC re-
quirements.  Prior to regulation by HUD in 1976, manufactured homes were known 
as mobile homes and their design and construction were not uniformly regulated.  
See s. SPS 320.07 (52m) for the statutory definition.

(e)  The onsite installation of a manufactured home, regardless 
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of the type of foundation, where the manufactured home has a 
production date on or after April 1, 2007.

(f)  The design and construction of a crawlspace, basement or 
foundation, other than piers, under a manufactured home where 
the manufactured home has a production date on or after the ef-
fective dates under s. SPS 320.03.

(g)  All garages, carports, porches, stoops, decks, balconies, 
stairways and similar structures that are attached to any building 
covered under this section that was constructed or had a produc-
tion date on or after the effective dates under s. SPS 320.03.

(h)  Adjacent, unattached structures listed under par. (g) that 
serve an exit from a dwelling.

(2) MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES.  (a)  A municipality may not 
adopt an ordinance on any subject falling within the scope of this 
code including establishing restrictions on the occupancy of 
dwellings for any reason other than noncompliance with the pro-
visions of this code as set forth in s. SPS 320.10 (4).  This code 
does not apply to occupancy requirements occurring after the 
first occupancy for residential purposes following the final in-
spection required under s. SPS 320.10 (3) (h).

(b)  This code shall not be construed to affect local require-
ments relating to land use, zoning, post-construction storm water 
management, fire districts, side, front and rear setback require-
ments, property line requirements or other similar requirements.  
This code shall not affect the right of municipalities to establish 
safety regulations for the protection of the public from hazards at 
the job site.

(c)  Any municipality may, by ordinance, require permits and 
fees for any construction, additions, alterations or repairs not 
within the scope of this code.

(d)  Any municipality may, by ordinance, adopt the provisions 
of chs. SPS 320 to 325 to apply to any additions or alterations to 
existing dwellings.

(e)  Nothing in this chapter shall prevent a municipality from 
any of the following:

1.  Implementing erosion and sediment control requirements 
that are more stringent than the standards of this code when di-
rected by an order of the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency or by an administrative rule of the department of natural 
resources under s. NR 151.004.

2.  Regulating erosion and sediment control for sites that are 
not under the scope of this chapter.

(f)  This code shall not be construed to affect the authority of 
the Department of Natural Resources to enforce chapters 281 and 
283, Stats., and administrative rules promulgated there under.

(3) LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY.  The department or the munici-
pality having jurisdiction shall not assume legal responsibility for 
the design or construction of dwellings.

(4) RETROACTIVITY.  The provisions of this code are not 
retroactive, except as specifically stated in a rule.

(6) LANDSCAPING.  Except for construction erosion control, 
the scope of this code does not extend to driveways, sidewalks, 
landscaping and other similar features not having an impact on 
the dwelling structure.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (1) (intro.), cr. 
(1) (d), r. and recr. (6), Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; r. (6), Register, 
January, 1989, No. 397, eff. 2-1-89; am. (3), Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-
90; am. (5), Register, September, 1992, No. 441, eff. 12-1-92; am. (1) (a), Register, 
November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; CR 00-159: renum. (intro.) to be (1) (a) and 
(1) to (5) to be (2) to (6); cr. (1) (b), Register September 2001 No. 549 eff. 12-1-01; 
CR 03-097: r. and recr. (1) Register November 2004 No. 587, eff. 1-1-05; CR 05-
113: am. (2) (b), cr. (2) (e) and (f) Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 
06-071: renum. (1) to be (1) (a), cr. (1) (b) Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-
1-07; CR 08-043: r. and recr. (1), am. (2) (e) 1. Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-
1-09; corrections in (2) (a) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 
2009 No. 639; CR 10-089: am. (4) Register January 2011 No. 661, eff. 2-1-11; cor-
rection in (1) (a), (b), (c), (f), (g), (2) (a), (d) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., 

Register December 2011 No. 672; CR 15-041: cr. (1) (ce), (cm), (cs), renum. (5) to 
SPS 321.02 (4) and am. Register December 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16.

SPS 320.03 Effective date.  The effective date of ch. 
SPS 322 is December 1, 1978.  The effective date of chs. SPS 
320, 321, 323, 324 and 325 is June 1, 1980.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. Register, Janu-
ary, 1989, No. 397, eff. 2-1-89; correction made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 4., Stats., 
Register, January, 1989, No. 397; correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., 
Register December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.04 Applications.  (1) NEW DWELLINGS.  (a)  
This code applies to all dwellings, dwelling units and foundations 
for dwelling units, for which the building permit application was 
made or construction commenced on or after the effective date of 
this code.

(b)  All dwellings covered under par. (a) shall meet the require-
ments of ch. SPS 321.

(c)  1.  The installation of heating, air conditioning, plumbing 
or electrical systems is not required.

2.  If any of the systems under subd. 1. are installed, the sys-
tems and their installation shall comply with this code.

3.  If a heating or air conditioning system is installed, the 
dwelling shall comply with ch. SPS 322.

(2) ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS.  Additions and alterations 
to dwellings covered by this code shall comply with all provisions 
of this code at the time of permit application or the beginning of 
the project, if no permit is required.

(3) BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS.  The following 
portions of a bed and breakfast establishment shall comply with 
the provisions of this code:

(a)  The third floor when used for other than storage.
(b)  A structural addition, for which no use other than as a bed 

and breakfast establishment is proposed.
(4) CHANGE OF USE.  A building previously used for another 

purpose, such as a barn or garage, shall comply with this code 
upon conversion to residential use.

(5) REUSE OF A DWELLING OR FOUNDATION.  (a)  Existing 
dwelling or manufactured home placed on a different foundation.  
Where an existing dwelling or manufactured home is placed on a 
different foundation, the new foundation is considered an addi-
tion or alteration to the existing dwelling or manufactured home.

Note:  The applicability of this code to an addition or alteration to an existing 
dwelling or manufactured home is determined by the original date of construction of 
the dwelling or manufactured home and is not altered by any movement of the 
structure.

(b)  New dwelling or manufactured home.  A new dwelling or 
manufactured home placed on a new or existing foundation shall 
meet the permitting, construction and inspection requirements of 
a new dwelling or manufactured home.

(6) SEPARATED BUILDINGS.  For a building to be considered a 
separate single-family dwelling or a separate 2-family dwelling 
within the scope of this code, regardless of ownership or occu-
pancy arrangements, all of the following conditions shall be met:

(a)  No structural members other than a common footing may 
be shared between any 2 dwellings.

Note:  Two separated, insulated foundation walls may share the same structural 
footing.

(b)  The adjoining exterior walls of the separate dwellings 
shall each have exterior coverings meeting the requirements of s. 
SPS 321.24.

(c)  The adjoining exterior walls, including foundations, of the 
separate dwellings shall each meet the energy requirements under 
ch. SPS 322, irrespective of any adjacent dwelling.

(d)  Both sides of any 2 adjoining walls, floors, ceilings and at-
tics between dwellings shall meet the dwelling separation require-
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ments of s. SPS 321.08 (1) for 2 dwellings on the same property 
less than 5 feet apart.

Note:  1.  Flashing is acceptable to connect the roofs between dwelling units.  See 
ch. SPS 325 Appendix A for further information.

2.  A building of 3 or more dwelling units without the separations specified in this 
section is a commercial building and shall meet the requirements set forth in chs. 
SPS 361 to 366.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; cr. (3), Register, 
January, 1989, No. 397, eff. 2-1-89; am. (1), r. and recr. (3), Register, March, 1992, 
No. 435, eff. 4-1-92; r. and recr. (1), renum. (2) and (3) to be (3) and (4), cr. (2) and 
(5), Register, November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; r. (3) and (4), renum. (1) to be 
(1) (a) and (5) to be (4), and cr. (1) (b), (c), and (3), Register, March, 2001, No. 543, 
eff. 4-1-01; CR 06-071: renum. (2) to be (2) (a), cr. (2) (b) and (5) Register Decem-
ber 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 08-043: r. and recr. (2) and (5), cr. (6) Register 
March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correction in (1) (b), (c) 3., (6) (b), (c), (d) made 
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.05 Exemptions.  (1) EXISTING DWELLINGS.  
The provisions of this code shall not apply to dwellings and 
dwelling units, the construction of which was commenced prior 
to the effective date of this code, or to additions or alterations to 
such dwellings.

Note:  The provisions of chs. SPS 320 to 325 may be adopted by a municipality to 
apply to any additions or alterations to existing dwellings.

(2) MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS.  The provisions of this code 
shall not apply to residences occupied by 3 or more families liv-
ing independently or occupied by 2 such families and used also 
for business purposes.

(3) REPAIRS.  The provisions of this code do not apply to re-
pairs or maintenance to dwellings or dwelling units, or to the re-
pair of electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating, air conditioning 
and other systems installed therein.

(4) ACCESSORY BUILDINGS.  With the exception of s. SPS 
321.08 (1), the provisions of this code do not apply to detached 
garages or to any accessory buildings detached from the dwelling.

(5) DETACHED DECKS.  The provisions of this code do not ap-
ply to detached decks provided the deck does not serve an exit 
from the dwelling.

(6) FARM BUILDINGS.  The provisions of this code do not ap-
ply to the buildings used exclusively for farm operations and not 
for human habitation.

(7) INDIAN RESERVATIONS.  The provisions of this code do 
not apply to dwellings located on Indian reservation land held in 
trust by the United States.

(8) MANUFACTURED AND MODULAR HOMES.  The provisions 
of this code do not apply to manufactured homes and modular 
homes used exclusively for display purposes.

(9) MOTOR HOMES AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES.  The pro-
visions of this code do not apply to motor homes and recreational 
vehicles that are, or have been, titled through the department of 
transportation.

Note:  Section 340.01 (33m) and (48r), Stats., read as follows:
(33m) XMotor homeY means a motor vehicle designed to be operated upon a high-

way for use as a temporary or recreational dwelling and having the same internal 
characteristics and equipment as a mobile home.

(48r) XRecreational vehicleY means a vehicle that is designed to be towed upon a 
highway by a motor vehicle, that is equipped and used, or intended to be used, pri-
marily for temporary or recreational human habitation, that has walls of rigid con-
struction, and that does not exceed 45 feet in length.

Note:  In accordance with Wis. Stat. s. 342.05 (1), the owner of a (recreational) 
vehicle, whether or not such vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shall 
make application for certificate of title for the vehicle with the department of trans-
portation.  Examples of recreational vehicles are: travel trailer, 5th wheel and Xpark 
modelY.  Recreational vehicles are normally constructed to the standards:  
ANSI/NFPA 1192, Standard for RVs, and NFPA 70, National Electrical Code.  
Recreational vehicles require a towbar (hitch), chassis, axles and wheels for trans-
portation.  At the installation site, the chassis and axles shall remain on the unit, 
with the towbar (hitch) and wheels left at the site.  Otherwise the unit, including a 
park model, is subject to the UDC.

(10) CAMPING UNITS.  The provisions of this code do not ap-
ply to camping units subject to the provisions of ch. SPS 327.

(11) RELIGIOUS WAIVER.  The provisions of this code do not 

apply to dwellings where a religious waiver has been accepted by 
the authority having jurisdiction or the department under s. 
101.648, Stats.

(12) PRIMITIVE RURAL HUNTING CABINS.  The provisions of 
this code do not apply to a primitive rural hunting cabin.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (5), r. (9), Reg-
ister, January, 1989, No. 397, eff. 2-1-89; r. and recr. (8), Register, March, 1992, No. 
435, eff. 4-1-92; am. (3), Register, November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; r. (8), 
renum. (6) and (7) to be (7) and (8) and cr. (6) and (9), Register, March, 2001, No. 
543, eff. 4-1-01; CR 02-077: am. (5) Register May 2003 No. 569, eff. 8-1-03; CR 
06-071: r. and recr. (9) Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 08-043: r. 
(4), renum. (5) to (9) to be (4) to (8) and am. (6), cr. (9) Register March 2009 No. 
639, eff. 4-1-09; correction in (8) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register 
March 2009 No. 639; correction in (4) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register 
December 2011 No. 672; EmR1703: emerg. cr. (10), eff. 2-6-17; CR 17-017: cr. 
(10) Register March 2018 No. 747, eff. 4-1-18; CR 21-047: cr. (11), (12) Register 
May 2022 No. 797, eff. 6-1-22.

Subchapter II — Jurisdiction

SPS 320.06 Procedure for municipalities.  (1) MU-
NICIPAL JURISDICTION.  (a)  General.  1.  Except as provided in ss. 
101.65 (1c) and 101.651 (1) and (2m), Stats., cities, villages and 
towns shall exercise jurisdiction over the construction and in-
spection of new dwellings.

Note:  Section 101.65 (1c), Stats., reads as follows: 
101.65 Municipal authority. Except as provided by s. 101.651, cities, villages, 

towns and counties:
(1c) May not make or enforce an ordinance under sub. (1) that is applied to a 

dwelling and that does not conform to this subchapter and the uniform dwelling code 
adopted by the department under this subchapter or is contrary to an order of the de-
partment under this subchapter. If any provision of a contract between a city, village, 
town, or county and an owner requires the owner to comply with an ordinance that 
does not conform to this subchapter or the uniform dwelling code adopted by the de-
partment under this subchapter or is contrary to an order of the department under 
this subchapter, the owner may waive the provision, and the provision, if waived, is 
void and unenforceable. 

Note:  Sections 101.651 (1) and (2m), Stats., read as follows.
101.651  Special requirements for smaller municipalities.  (1) DEFINITION.  In 

this section, XmunicipalityY means a city, village or town with a population of 2,500 
or less.

(2m) ENFORCEMENT OPTIONS.  A municipality shall exercise jurisdiction over the 
construction and inspection of new one] and 2]family dwellings by enacting ordi-
nances under s. 101.65 (1) (a) or shall exercise the jurisdiction granted under s. 
101.65 (1) (a) jointly under s. 101.65 (1) (b), unless any of the following conditions 
are met:

(a) The municipality adopts a resolution requesting under sub. (3) (a) that a 
county enforce this subchapter or an ordinance enacted under s. 101.65 (1) (a) 
throughout the municipality and that a county provide inspection services in the mu-
nicipality to administer and enforce this subchapter or an ordinance enacted under s. 
101.65 (1) (a).

(c) Under sub. (3) (b), the department enforces this subchapter throughout the 
municipality and provides inspection services in the municipality to administer and 
enforce this subchapter.

2.  Municipalities intending to exercise jurisdiction shall, by 
ordinance, adopt this code in its entirety.

3.  No additional requirements within the scope of this code 
may be adopted by a municipality unless approved by the depart-
ment in accordance with s. SPS 320.20.

(b)  Intent to exercise jurisdiction.  Municipalities intending to 
exercise jurisdiction shall notify the department, in writing, at 
least 30 days prior to the date upon which the municipality in-
tends to exercise jurisdiction under this code.  The notification of 
intent shall include a statement by the municipality as to which of 
the following methods will be used for enforcement:

1.  Individual municipal enforcement;
2.  Joint municipal enforcement;
3.  Contract with certified UDC inspector or inspectors or in-

dependent inspection agency;
4.  Contract with another municipality;

(c)  Submission of ordinances and resolutions.  1.  ZOrdi-
nances.[  a.  Municipalities intending to exercise jurisdiction shall 
submit all ordinances adopting this code to the department at the 
same time as the notice of intent.

b.  The department shall review and make a determination re-
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garding municipal intent to exercise jurisdiction over new 
dwellings within 15 business days of receipt of municipal ordi-
nances adopting this code.

c.  A municipality may appeal a determination by the depart-
ment in accordance with the procedure under s. SPS 320.21 (2).

2.  ZResolutions.[  Municipalities adopting a resolution under 
s. 101.651 (2m) (a), Stats., for enforcement by the county, shall 
file a certified copy of the resolution with the department within 
30 days of adoption.

3.  ZRecision of ordinances or resolutions.[  Municipalities 
that rescind an ordinance or a resolution under subd. 1. or 2. shall 
file a certified copy of the recision with the department within 30 
days of adoption.

(d)  Passage of ordinances.  A certified copy of all adopted or-
dinances and subsequent amendments thereto shall be filed with 
the department within 30 days after adoption.

Note:  A copy of a model ordinance for adoption is available from the 
department.

(2) COUNTY JURISDICTION.  A county ordinance shall apply 
in any city, village or town which has not enacted ordinances pur-
suant to this section.  No county ordinance may apply until after 
30 business days after the effective date of this code unless a mu-
nicipality within the county informs the department of its intent 
to have this code administered and enforced by the county.  This 
section shall not be construed to prevent or prohibit any munici-
pality from enacting and administering this code at any time after 
the effective date of this code.  The department shall review and 
make a determination regarding county jurisdiction over new 
buildings within 15 business days of receipt of the county ordi-
nances adopting the uniform dwelling code.

(3) DEPARTMENTAL JURISDICTION.  In municipalities not 
adopting a resolution under s. 101.651 (2m), Stats., and not 
adopting an ordinance to enforce the code under s. SPS 320.06, 
the department will oversee enforcement and inspection services 
for new dwellings, including manufactured buildings used as 
dwellings.

(4) CONTINUING JURISDICTION FOR PERMIT ISSUERS.  Any 
dwelling, for which a permit is issued by a municipality or regis-
tered UDC inspection agency prior to a municipal action under 
sub. (1) (c) 2. or 3. shall have all required inspections completed 
by the municipality or agency that issued the permit.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (1) (b) and (2), 
Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; am. (1) (a) 3., Register, October, 
1996, No. 490, eff. 11-1-96; CR 00-159: r. (1) (intro.), renum. (1) (a) to (c) to be (1) 
(b) to (d), cr. (1) (a), r. and recr. (1) (c) and (3), Register September 2001 No. 549 eff. 
12-1-01; correction in (1) (c) 2. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats.; CR 03-097: 
r. (1) (b) 5., am. (1) (c) 2., cr. (4) Register November 2004 No. 587, eff. 1-1-05; cor-
rection in (1) (a) 3., (c) 1. c., (3) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register De-
cember 2011 No. 672; CR 21-047: am. (1) (a) 1. Register May 2022 No. 797, eff. 6-
1-22.

SPS 320.065 State jurisdiction.  (1) In accordance 
with s. 101.64 (1) (h), Stats., municipalities administering the 
code may be monitored by the department for compliance with 
the administrative requirements under this code.

(2) In accordance with s. 101.653 (5), Stats., municipalities 
administering the code may be audited by the department for 
compliance with the erosion control requirements under this 
code.

History:  CR 08-043: cr. Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correction in 
(1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register September 2018 No. 753.

Subchapter III — Definitions

SPS 320.07 Definitions.  In chs. SPS 320 to 325:
(1) XAccessory buildingY means a detached building, not 

used as a dwelling unit but is incidental to that of the main build-

ing and which is located on the same lot.  Accessory building 
does not mean farm building.

(2) XAdditionY means new construction performed on a 
dwelling which increases the outside dimensions of the dwelling.

(3) XAllowable stressY means the specified maximum per-
missible stress of a material expressed in load per unit area.

(4) XAlterationY means an enhancement, upgrading or sub-
stantial change or modification other than an addition or repair to 
a dwelling or to electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating, air con-
ditioning and other systems within a dwelling.

(5) XApprovedY means an approval by the department or its 
authorized representative.  (Approval is not to be construed as an 
assumption of any legal responsibility for the design or construc-
tion of the dwelling or building component.)

(5m) XAttached,Y defining the relationship between another 
building and a dwelling, means at least one of the following con-
ditions is present:

(a)  There is a continuous, weatherproof roof between the two 
structures.

Note:  The sides are not required to be enclosed with walls.
(b)  There is a continuous, structural floor system between the 

two structures.
(c)  There is a continuous foundation system between the two 

structures.
(6) XAtticY means a space under the roof and above the ceil-

ing of the topmost part of a dwelling.
(7) A XbalconyY is a landing or porch projecting from the wall 

of a building.
(7m) XBase flood elevationY means the depth or peak eleva-

tion of flooding, including wave height, which has a one percent 
or greater chance of occurring in any given year.

(8) XBasementY means that portion of a dwelling below the 
first floor or groundfloor with its entire floor below grade.

(8m) XBest management practicesY is defined in s. 101.653, 
Stats., and means practices, techniques or measures that the de-
partment determines to be effective means of preventing or re-
ducing pollutants of surface water generated from construction 
sites.

(9) XBuilding componentY means any subsystem, subassem-
bly or other system designed for use in or as part of a structure, 
which may include structural, electrical, mechanical, plumbing 
and fire protection systems and other systems affecting health and 
safety.

(10) XBuilding systemY means plans, specifications and doc-
umentation for a system of manufactured building or for a type or 
a system of building components, which may include structural, 
electrical, mechanical, plumbing and variations which are sub-
mitted as part of the building system.

(10m) XBusiness dayY means any day other than Saturday, 
Sunday or a legal holiday.

(10r) XCamping unitY has the meaning given in s. SPS 327.08 
(9).

(10t) XCarportY means a structure used for storing motorized 
vehicles that is attached to a dwelling and that has at least 2 sides 
completely unenclosed.

(11) XCeiling heightY means the clear vertical distance from 
the finished floor to the finished ceiling.

(12) XCertified inspectorY means a person certified by the de-
partment to engage in the administration and enforcement of this 
code.

(12m) XCh. SPS 325 AppendixY means chs. SPS 320 to 325 
Appendix.
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(13) A XchimneyY is one or more vertical, or nearly so, pas-
sageways or flues for the purpose of conveying flue gases to the 
atmosphere.

(14) XChimney connectorY.  Same as smoke pipe.
(15) XClosed constructionY means any building, building 

component, assembly or system manufactured in such a manner 
that it cannot be inspected before installation at the building site 
without disassembly, damage or destruction.

(15g) XCoarse aggregateY means granular material, such as 
gravel or crushed stone, that is predominately retained on a sieve 
with square openings of 4.75 mm or 0.18 inch.

(15m) XCoastal floodplainY means an area along the coast of 
Lake Michigan or Lake Superior below base flood elevation that 
is subject to wave runup or wave heights of 3 feet or more.

(16) XCodeY means chs. SPS 320 to 325, the Wisconsin uni-
form dwelling code.

(17) XCombustion airY means the total amount of air neces-
sary for the complete combustion of a fuel.

(18) XCommon use areaY means kitchens, hallways, base-
ments, garages and all habitable rooms.

Note:  These areas must meet the circulation requirements under s. SPS 321.035.
(19) XCompliance assurance programY means the detailed 

system documentation and methods of assuring that manufac-
tured dwellings and dwelling components are manufactured, 
stored, transported, assembled, handled and installed in accor-
dance with this code.

(19m) XComposting toilet systemY means a method that col-
lects, stores and converts by bacterial digestion nonliquid-carried 
human wastes or organic kitchen wastes, or both, into humus.

(19r) XControl practiceY means a method or device imple-
mented to prevent or reduce erosion or the resulting deposition of 
soil or sediment.

(20) XCooling loadY is the rate at which heat must be removed 
from the space to maintain a selected indoor air temperature dur-
ing periods of design outdoor weather conditions.

(21) XDead loadY means the vertical load due to all perma-
nent structural and nonstructural components of the building 
such as joists, rafters, sheathing, finishes and construction assem-
blies such as walls, partitions, floors, ceilings and roofs, and 
systems.

(21m) XDeckY means an unenclosed exterior structure, at-
tached or adjacent to the exterior wall of a building, which has a 
floor, but no roof.

(23) XDepartmentY means the department of safety and pro-
fessional services.

(24) XDetached buildingY means any building which is not 
physically connected to the dwelling.

(24m) XDilution airY means air that is provided for the pur-
pose of mixing with flue gases in a draft hood or draft regulator.

(24r) XDirect-vent applianceY means a gas-burning appliance 
that is constructed and installed so that all air for combustion is 
derived directly from the outside atmosphere and all flue gases 
are discharged to the outside atmosphere.

(25) XDwellingY  has the meaning given in s. 101.61 (1), 
Stats.

Note:  Section 101.61 (1), Stats., reads as follows: XDwellingY means any build-
ing that contains one or 2 dwelling units. XDwelling unitY means a structure or that 
part of a structure which is used or intended to be used as a home, residence or 
sleeping place by one person or by 2 or more persons maintaining a common house-
hold, to the exclusion of all others. XDwellingY and Xdwelling unitY do not include a 
primitive rural hunting cabin.

(26) XDwelling contractorY means any person, firm or corpo-
ration engaged in the business of performing erosion control or 
construction work such as framing, roofing, siding, insulating, 

masonry or window replacement work covered under this code 
and who takes out a building permit.  XDwelling contractorY does 
not include the owner of an existing dwelling, an owner who will 
reside in a new dwelling or a person, firm or corporation engag-
ing exclusively in electrical, plumbing, or heating, ventilating and 
air conditioning work.

(27) XDwelling unitY has the meaning given in s. 101.61 (1), 
Stats.

Note:  Section 101.61 (1), Stats., reads as follows:  XDwellingY means any build-
ing that contains one or 2 dwelling units. XDwelling unitY means a structure or that 
part of a structure which is used or intended to be used as a home, residence or 
sleeping place by one person or by 2 or more persons maintaining a common house-
hold, to the exclusion of all others. XDwellingY and Xdwelling unitY do not include a 
primitive rural hunting cabin.

(28t) XErosionY means the detachment and movement of soil, 
sediment or rock fragments by water, wind, ice or gravity.

(29) XExitY means a direct, continuous, unobstructed means 
of egress from inside the dwelling to the exterior of the dwelling.

(30) XFarm operationY is the planting and cultivating of the 
soil and growing of farm products substantially all of which have 
been planted or produced on the farm premises.

Note:  According to s. 102.04 (3), Stats., the farm operation includes the manage-
ment, conserving, improving and maintaining of the premises, tools, equipment im-
provements and the exchange of labor or services with other farmers; the processing, 
drying, packing, packaging, freezing, grading, storing, delivery to storage, carrying 
to market or to a carrier for transportation to market and distributing directly to the 
consumer; the clearing of such premises and the salvaging of timber and the man-
agement and use of wood lots thereon but does not include logging, lumbering and 
wood-cutting operations unless the operations are conducted as an accessory to 
other farm operations.

(31) XFarm premisesY is defined to be the area which is 
planted and cultivated.  The farm premises does not include 
greenhouses, structures or other areas unless used principally for 
the production of food or farm products.

(32) XFarm productsY are defined as agricultural, horticul-
tural and arboricultural crops.  Animals considered within the 
definition of agricultural include livestock, bees, poultry, fur-
bearing animals, and wildlife or aquatic life.

(33) XFarmingY means the operation of a farm premises 
owned or rented by the operator.

(33m) XFireblockingY means a material or device used to re-
tard or prevent the spread of flame or hot gases through con-
cealed spaces into adjacent rooms or areas.

(34) XFireboxY means that part of the fireplace used as the 
combustion chamber.

(34e) XFirst floorY means the first floor level above any 
groundfloor or basement or, in the absence of a groundfloor or 
basement, means the lowest floor level in the dwelling.

(34f) XFlightY means a continuous series of risers and treads, 
with no intermediate landings.

(34g) XFloodfringe areaY means that portion of the flood-
plain outside of the floodway that is at or below base flood eleva-
tion.  The term XfloodfringeY is intended to designate an area of 
standing, rather than flowing, water.

(34h) XFloodplainY means land which is subject to flooding 
which is at or below base flood elevation.  The floodplain in-
cludes the floodway and floodfringe areas.

(34i) XFloodwayY means the channel of a river or stream and 
those portions of the floodplain adjoining the channel required to 
carry the flood discharge.  The term XfloodwayY is intended to 
designate an area of flowing, rather than standing, water.

(34s) XFoundationY means the structural system used to 
transfer the weight of the building to the earth.

Note:  The foundation may include one or more components such as footings, 
piers, columns, slabs and walls.

(35) XGarageY means a structure used for storing motorized 
vehicles that has any more than 2 sides completely enclosed.
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(36) XGas applianceY means any device that uses gas as a fuel 
or raw material to produce light, heat, power, refrigeration or air 
conditioning.

(36m) XGroundfloorY means that level of a dwelling, below 
the first floor, located on a site with a sloping or multilevel grade 
and which has a portion of its floor line at grade.

(36r) XGuardY means a barrier erected to prevent a person 
from falling to a lower level.

(37) XHabitable roomY means any room used for sleeping, 
living or dining purposes, excluding such enclosed places as 
kitchens, closets, pantries, bath or toilet rooms, hallways, laun-
dries, storage spaces, utility rooms, and similar spaces.

(37m) XHandrailY means a horizontal or sloping rail in-
tended for grasping by a hand, for guidance or support or prevent-
ing a fall down a stair.

(38) XHearthY means the floor area within the fire chamber 
of a fireplace.

(38m) XHearth extensionY means the surfacing applied to the 
floor area extending in front of and at the sides of the fireplace 
opening.

(40) XHeating loadY is the estimated heat loss of each room or 
space to be heated, based on maintaining a selected indoor air 
temperature during periods of design outdoor weather conditions.  
The total heat load includes: the transmission losses of heat trans-
mitted through the wall, floor, ceiling, glass or other surfaces; 
and either the infiltration losses or heat required to warm outdoor 
air used for ventilation.

Note:  Infiltration losses include heat required to warm outside air which leaks 
through cracks and crevices, around doors and windows or through open doors and 
windows.

(40m) XHollow unitY means a masonry unit which has a net 
cross-sectional area parallel to the bearing face which is less than 
75% of the gross cross-sectional area.

(40t) XIncinerating toiletY means a self-contained device for 
the treatment of nonliquid carried wastes that deposits the wastes 
directly into a combustion chamber, reduces the solid portion to 
ash and evaporates the liquid portion.

(41) XIndependent inspection agencyY means any person, 
firm, association, partnership or corporation certified by the de-
partment to perform certified inspections under this code.

(42) XInitial constructionY means the date of issuance of the 
Wisconsin uniform building permit.

(43) XInsignia.Y See XWisconsin insignia.Y
(44) XInstallationY means the assembly of a manufactured 

building on site and the process of affixing a manufactured build-
ing to land, a foundation, footing or an existing building.

(46) XKitchenY means an area used, or designed to be used, 
for the preparation of food.

(46m) XLand disturbing construction activityY means any 
man-made alteration of the land surface resulting in a change in 
the topography or existing vegetative or non-vegetative soil cover, 
that may result in storm water runoff and lead to an increase in 
soil erosion and movement of sediment.  Land disturbing con-
struction activity includes clearing and grubbing, demolition, ex-
cavating, pit or trench dewatering, filling and grading activities.

(47) XLandingY means the level portion of a stairs located be-
tween flights of stairs or located at the top and base of a stairs.

(48) XListed and listingY means equipment or building com-
ponents which are tested by an independent testing agency and 
accepted by the department.

(49) XLive loadY means the weight superimposed on the 
floors, roof and structural and nonstructural components of the 
dwelling through use and by snow, ice or rain.

(50) XLoftY means an upper room or floor which has at least 
50% of the common wall open to the floor below.  The opening 
may be infringed upon by an open guard constructed in compli-
ance with s. SPS 321.04 (2), but not by a window or half-wall 
guard.  All habitable rooms of lofts are open to the floor below.

(51) XManufactureY means the process of making, fabricat-
ing, constructing, forming or assembling a product from raw, un-
finished, semifinished or finished materials.

(52m) XManufactured homeY has the meaning as given in s. 
101.91 (2), Stats.

Note:  Section 101.91 (2), Stats., reads as follows:
(2) XManufactured homeY means any of the following:
(am)  A structure that is designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a per-

manent foundation and that is certified by the federal department of housing and ur-
ban development as complying with the standards established under 42 USC 5401 to 
5425.

(c)  A mobile home, unless a mobile home is specifically excluded under the ap-
plicable statute.

Note:  XMobile homeY is defined in section 101.91 (10), Stats., as follows:  XZMo-
bile home[ means a vehicle manufactured or assembled before June 15, 1976, de-
signed to be towed as a single unit or in sections upon a highway by a motor vehicle 
and equipped and used, or intended to be used, primarily for human habitation, with 
walls of rigid uncollapsible construction, which has an overall length in excess of 45 
feet. ZMobile home[ includes the mobile home structure, its plumbing, heating, air 
conditioning and electrical systems, and all appliances and all other equipment car-
rying a manufacturer[s warranty.Y

(53) XMechanical draft venting systemY means a venting sys-
tem for a gas burning appliance that is designed to remove flue or 
vent gases by mechanical means, such as a fan, which may consist 
of an induced draft portion under non-positive static pressure or a 
forced draft portion under positive static pressure.

(53f) XModular homeY has the meaning given in s. 101.71 
(6), Stats.

Note:  Section 101.71 (6) (a), Stats., reads as follows:
(a) XModular homeY means any structure or component thereof which is intended 

for use as a dwelling and:
1.  Is of closed construction and fabricated or assembled on-site or off-site in 

manufacturing facilities for installation, connection, or assembly and installation, at 
the building site; or

2.  Is a building of open construction which is made or assembled in manufactur-
ing facilities away from the building site for installation, connection, or assembly 
and installation, on the building site and for which certification is sought by the 
manufacturer.

(b)  XModular homeY does not mean any manufactured home under s. 101.91 or 
any building of open construction which is not subject to par. (a) 2.

Note:  See s. SPS 320.07 (52m) for the definition of manufactured home.
(53m) XMultiple station smoke alarmY means an assembly 

that incorporates the smoke detector, the control equipment and 
the alarm-sounding device in one unit that is capable of being in-
terconnected with one or more additional alarms so that the actu-
ation of one alarm causes the operation of all interconnected 
alarms.

(54) A Xmulti-wythe wallY is a masonry wall composed of 2 
or more wythes of masonry units tied or bonded together.

(55) XMunicipalityY means any city, village, town or county 
in this state.

(55m) XNaturally vented applianceY means an appliance 
with a venting system designed to remove flue or vent gases un-
der non-positive static vent pressure entirely by natural draft.

(56) XOpen constructionY means any building, building com-
ponent, assembly or system manufactured in such a manner that it 
can be readily inspected at the building site without disassembly, 
damage or destruction.

(57) XOwnerY means any person having a legal or equitable 
interest in the dwelling.

(58) XPermY means a unit of permeance which is measured in 
grains per (hour) (square foot) (inch of mercury vapor pressure 
difference).

Note:  The lower the perm rating of a material is, the more difficult it is for water 
vapor to pass through it.

(59) XPilasterY is a projection of masonry or a filled cell area 
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of masonry for the purpose of bearing concentrated loads or to 
stiffen the wall against lateral forces.

(59m) XPorchY means an unenclosed exterior structure at or 
near grade attached or adjacent to the exterior wall of any build-
ing, and having a roof and floor.

(59p) XPrimitive rural hunting cabinY has the meaning given 
in s. 101.61 (3), Stats.

Note:  Section 101.61 (3), Stats., reads as follows:
(3) XPrimitive rural hunting cabinY means a structure that satisfies all of the 

following:
(a) The structure is not used as a home or residence.
(b) The structure is used principally for recreational hunting activity.
(c) The structure does not exceed 2 stories in height.
(d) The structure satisfies any of the following:
1. The structure was constructed before December 31, 1997.
2. The structure results from alterations made to a structure described in subd.1.
3. The structure replaces a structure described in subd. 1.
(59t) XPrivyY means an enclosed nonportable toilet into 

which nonwater-carried human wastes are deposited to a subsur-
face storage chamber.

(60m) XRegistered UDC inspection agencyY means a person, 
business or entity that is registered with the department for the 
purpose of facilitating plan review, issuance of Wisconsin uni-
form building permits, and inspection of one- and 2-family 
dwellings in municipalities where the department has jurisdiction 
pursuant to s. 101.651 (3) (b), Stats.

(61) XRepairY means the act or process of restoring to origi-
nal soundness, including redecorating, refinishing, nonstructural 
repairs or maintenance, or the replacement of existing fixtures, 
systems or equipment with the equivalent fixture, system or 
equipment.

(62) XShingleY means a unit of roof-covering material that 
has been manufactured to specific dimensions and is applied in 
overlapping fashion.  XShingleY includes all of the following:

(a)  XFiberglass asphalt shingleY means a type of shingle with 
an internal mat composed of nonwoven, resin-bonded glass 
fibers, that is impregnated and coated with asphalt.

(b)  XLaminated shingleY means a shingle with a second layer 
of asphalt and mat laminated to the first layer, usually in a design 
pattern to simulate the dimensional appearance of natural slate or 
wood shakes.

(c)  XOrganic asphalt shingleY means a shingle with an internal 
mat composed of organic fibers, such as cellulose, that is satu-
rated and coated with asphalt.

(d)  XStrip shingleY means a rectangular shingle that relies ei-
ther on a sealant or on a combination of weight and stiffness to re-
sist wind uplift, rather than using interlocking tabs.

(63) A Xsingle-wythe wallY is a masonry wall consisting of 
one unit of thickness.

(64) A Xsmoke chamberY is that part of a fireplace which acts 
as a funnel to compress the smoke and gases from the fire so that 
they will enter the chimney above.

(65) A Xsmoke pipeY is a connector between the solid or liq-
uid fuel-burning appliance and the chimney.

(65m) XSolid unitY means a masonry unit which has a net 
cross-sectional area parallel to the bearing face which is 75% or 
more of the gross cross-sectional area.

(65r) XStabilizedY means the condition where vegetation is 
established or other practices are in place on exposed soil sur-
faces so as to reduce erosion.

(66) XStair,Y Xstairs,Y or XstairwayY means one or more risers 
and the necessary treads, which form a continuous passage from 
one elevation to another.  Multiple stairways can be connected by 
platforms and landings.

(68) A XstoryY is that portion of a building located above the 
basement, between the floor and the ceiling.

(69) A XstoveY is a nonportable solid-fuel-burning, vented, 
nonducted heat-producing appliance located in the space that it is 
intended to heat.  This definition does not include cooking 
appliances.

(70) XStovepipe.Y Same as smoke pipe.
(71) XStrainY means a change in the physical shape of a mate-

rial caused by stress.
(72) XStressY means internal resistance to an external force 

expressed in load per unit area; stresses acting perpendicular 
(compression or tension) to the surface, shear stresses acting in 
the plane of the surface, or bending stresses which cause curving.

(73) XStructural analysisY is a branch of the physical sciences 
which uses the principles of mechanics in analyzing the impact of 
loads and forces and their effect on the physical properties of ma-
terials in the form of internal stress and strain.

(75) The XthroatY of a fireplace is the slot-like opening above 
the firebox through which flames, smoke and other products of 
combustion pass into the smoke chamber.

(75m) XUDCY means chs. SPS 320 to 325, the Wisconsin 
uniform dwelling code.

(76) XVentY means a vertical flue or passageway to vent fuel-
burning appliances.

(77) A Xvent connectorY is a connector between a fuel-burn-
ing appliance and the chimney or vent.

(77f) XWater-resistive barrierY means a material, including 
flashing, behind an exterior wall covering that is intended to resist 
liquid water that has penetrated behind the permanent weather-
resistant finish from further intruding into the exterior wall 
assembly.

(77m) XWaters of the stateY includes those portions of Lake 
Michigan and Lake Superior within the boundaries of Wisconsin, 
and all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, im-
pounding reservoirs, marshes, watercourses, drainage systems 
and other surface waters or groundwaters, natural or artificial, 
public or private, within the state or its jurisdiction.

(78) XWindowY means a glazed opening in an exterior wall, 
including glazed portions of doors, within a conditioned space.

(78m) XWisconsin Administrative PermitY means a permit 
issued by a municipality that does not conduct inspections or plan 
reviews under this code.

(79) XWisconsin insigniaY means a device or seal approved 
by the department to certify compliance with this code.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; cr. (34m) and 
(36m), Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; am. (8), (22), (36m), (50), 
(58), (62) and (74), r. (18) and (53), renum. (26) to (29m) and am., cr. (34r), (38m), 
(40m), (59m) and (65m), r. and recr. (38), Register, January, 1989, No. 397, eff. 2-1-
89; am. (16), (34m), (40), (52) (a) (intro.) and (b), cr. (21m), Register, March, 1992, 
No. 435, eff. 4-1-92; am. (16), cr. (intro), (8m), (28t), (28v), (63m), (65r) and (77m), 
Register, September, 1992, No. 441, eff. 12-1-92; am. (4) and (65r), renum. (62) to 
be (73r), cr. (26), (62), (78m), Register, November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; 
emerg. cr. (7m), (34L) and (40f), eff. 5-8-96; correction in (23) made under s. 13.93 
(2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, October, 1996, No. 490; emerg. cr. (7m), (34L) and 
(40f), eff. 5-8-96; cr. (7m), (15m), (34g), (34h) and (34i), renum. (34k) to be (34e), 
Register, February, 1997, No. 494, eff. 3-1-97; r. (22), (27m), (39), (73r) and (74), 
Register, January, 1999, No. 517, eff. 2-1-99; cr. (19m), (40t) and (59t), Register, 
April, 2000, No. 532, eff. 7-1-00; r. (4m), (28), (28r), (41m), (45), (56m), (60) and 
(73m), cr. (10m), (15g), (24m), (24r), (33m), (34f), (53), (53m), and (55m), r. and 
recr. (17) and (36) and am. (47) and (61), Register, March, 2001, No. 543, eff. 4-1-
01; CR 00-159: cr. (60m) and (75m), Register September 2001 No. 549 eff. 12-1-01; 
CR 02-077: cr. (10t), r. and recr. (29) and (35) Register May 2003 No. 569, eff. 8-1-
03; CR 05-113: cr. (19r), (46m) and (67m), r. (28v) and (63m), r. and recr. (65r) 
Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 06-071: am. (52) (b), cr. (52m) 
Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 08-043: cr. (5m), (18), (34s), 
(53f) and (77f), r. (29m) and (52) Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correc-
tion in (intro.), (16), (23), (50), (75m) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., 7., Stats., Reg-
ister December 2011 No. 672; CR 15-041: am. (34f), r. (34m), cr. (36r), (37m), am. 
(47), (50), (62) (intro.), (66), r. (67), (67m) Register December 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-
1-16; CR 15-043: cr. (12m) Register December 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16; correc-
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tion in (12m) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2015 No. 
720; EmR1703: emerg. cr. (10r), eff. 2-6-17; CR 17-017: cr. (10r) Register March 
2018 No. 747, eff. 4-1-18; CR 21-047: am. (25), (27), cr. (59p) Register May 2022 
No. 797, eff. 6-1-22.

Subchapter IV — Approval and Inspection of One- 
and 2-Family Dwellings

SPS 320.08 Wisconsin uniform building permit.  (1) 
WHERE REQUIRED.  Except as provided under s. SPS 320.09 (9) 
(b), a Wisconsin uniform building permit shall be obtained from 
the municipality administering and enforcing this code or from a 
registered UDC inspection agency administering and enforcing 
this code in a municipality where the department has jurisdiction 
pursuant to s. 101.651 (3) (b), Stats., before any on]site construc-
tion, including excavation for a structure, may begin.

(2) INSPECTIONS.  A person who obtains a Wisconsin uniform 
building permit from a registered UDC inspection agency shall 
retain the same agency to conduct the inspections for the project 
under s. SPS 320.10.

Note:  Section SPS 320.09 (9) (b) permits the issuance of a footing and founda-
tion permit prior to the issuance of the Wisconsin uniform building permit.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. Register, Sep-
tember, 1992, No. 441, eff. 12-1-92; CR 00-159: r. and recr., Register September 
2001 No. 549 eff. 12-1-01; CR 03-097: am. (1) Register November 2004 No. 587, 
eff. 1-1-05; correction in (1) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register August 
2007 No. 620; correction in (1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 
2009 No. 639; correction in (1), (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register 
December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.09 Procedure for obtaining uniform build-
ing permit.  (1) APPLICATION.  Application for a Wisconsin 
uniform building permit shall be on forms obtained from the de-
partment, the municipality or the authorized UDC inspection 
agency administering and enforcing this code.  No application 
shall be accepted that does not contain all the information re-
quested on the form.

Note:  See ch. SPS 325 Appendix A for a copy of the Wisconsin uniform building 
permit and application.

Note:  Any municipality exercising jurisdiction may require reasonable supple-
mentary information not contained on the Wisconsin building permit application.

(2) FILING OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS.  (a)  Construction or in-
stallation of a dwelling.  1.  A Wisconsin uniform building permit 
application for the construction or installation of a dwelling shall 
be filed with the municipality or the authorized UDC inspection 
agency administering and enforcing this code.

2.  Pursuant to s.  101.63 (7m), Stats., each municipality shall 
contact the department to register and enroll in the department[s 
online building permit system.  Municipalities or its contracted 
agent shall then file all building permits in the format acceptable 
to the department no later than the 15th of the following month 
after the date the permit was issued.

Note:  To register for the electronic building permit process the department may 
be contacted by telephone at (608) 266-2112, or via email at DSPSSBUD-
CTech@wisconsin.gov.

3.  If the municipality administering and enforcing this code 
fails to file the electronic permit form information by the end of 
the first month following the date of issuance, the municipality, 
or the contracted inspection agency of that municipality shall re-
fund to the person to whom the building permit was issued the 
amount of the permit fees less the fee paid to the state for the 
Wisconsin uniform building permit seal.

4.  The Wisconsin uniform building permit shall not be is-
sued nor shall the permit information be submitted electronically 
to the department prior to the receipt of all completed forms, fees, 
plans, and documents required to process the application and 
completion of other local prerequisite permitting requirements.

Note:  The department requires copies of permits that are issued for new dwelling 
construction or installation only. Permits issued for additions, alterations, accessory 
buildings, etc., should not be filed with the department.

(b)  Additions, alterations and repairs.  1.  When required by 

local ordinance, permit applications for additions, alterations and 
repairs shall be filed with municipalities and counties in accor-
dance with their adopted ordinances.

Note:  The Department of Safety and Professional Services requires copies of 
permits that are issued for new dwelling construction only.  Any permits issued for 
additions, alterations, repairs, garage construction, etc. are not required to be filed 
with the department.

2.  Pursuant to s. 101.65 (1m), Stats., a building permit re-
quired under subd. 1. may not be issued unless the conditions of 
sub. (5) (c) are satisfied, except as provided under s. 101.654 (1) 
(b), Stats.

3.  Building permits for additions, alterations and repairs are 
not required in municipalities where the department has jurisdic-
tion under s. 101.651 (3) (b), Stats.

(c)  General requirements.  1.  The permit application shall be 
reviewed by a certified UDC inspector.

2.  A permit may be issued only after approval of the require-
ments under this section by a certified UDC inspector.

3.  Dwellings for which a permit has been issued shall be in-
spected in accordance with s. SPS 320.10.

(3) FEES.  (a)  Municipal fees.  1.  The municipality shall, by 
ordinance, determine fees to cover expenses of plan examination, 
inspection and the issuance of the Wisconsin uniform building 
permit.

2.  The municipality shall purchase a Wisconsin uniform 
building permit seal from the department for each new dwelling 
in accordance with s. SPS 302.34.

(b)  Inspection agency fees.  1.  UDC inspection agency fees 
shall be determined by contract between the municipality and the 
agency or between the department and the agency, where the 
agency has been authorized to conduct inspections on behalf of 
the department.

2.  A UDC inspection agency shall purchase a Wisconsin uni-
form building permit seal from the department in accordance 
with s. SPS 302.34.

(4) PLAN SUBMITTALS.  At least 2 sets of plans for all one- 
and 2-family dwellings shall be submitted to the municipality or 
authorized UDC inspection agency administering and enforcing 
this code, for examination and approval at the time the Wisconsin 
uniform building permit application is filed.

(5) REQUIRED PLANS.  The required building plans shall be 
legible and drawn to scale or dimensioned and shall include all of 
the following:

(a)  Site plan.  The site plan shall show all of the following:
1.  The location of the dwelling and any other buildings, 

wells, surface waters and dispersal systems on the site with re-
spect to property lines and surface waters adjacent to the site.

2.  The areas of land-disturbing construction activity and the 
location of all erosion and sediment control measures to be em-
ployed in order to comply with s. SPS 321.125.

3.  The pre-construction ground surface slope and direction 
of runoff flow within the proposed areas of land disturbance.

(b)  Floor plan.  1.  Floor plans shall be provided for each 
floor.

2.  The following features shall be included on all floor plans:
a.  The size and location of all rooms, doors, windows, struc-

tural features, exit passageways and stairs.
b.  The use of each room.
c.  The location of plumbing fixtures, chimneys, heating and 

cooling appliances, and a heating distribution layout.
d.  The location and construction details of wall bracing on 

each building side and floor level.  The details may consist of the 
Wall Bracing Compliance Worksheet or a legend showing which 
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wall bracing method is used and the lengths or number of braced 
wall panels and demarcation of the circumscribed rectangles if 
more than one is used.

(c)  Elevations.  The elevations shall show all of the following:
1.  The exterior appearance of the building, including the type 

of exterior materials.
2.  The location, size and configuration of doors, windows, 

roof, chimneys, exterior grade, footings and foundation walls.
(6) REQUIRED DATA.  (a)  All plans submitted for approval 

shall be accompanied by sufficient data, calculations and infor-
mation to determine if the dwelling will meet the requirements of 
this code.

(b)  The data and information for determining compliance 
with the energy conservation standards shall be submitted in a 
format approved by the department.

(c)  Except as required under s. SPS 321.33, a municipality ex-
ercising jurisdiction may not require plans or calculations to be 
stamped or sealed by an architect or engineer.

(d)  The name of the initial downstream receiving water of the 
state from the dwelling shall be identified, regarding erosion and 
sediment control.

(7) MASTER PLANS.  (a)  Where a dwelling is intended to be 
identically and repetitively constructed at different locations, a 
master plan may be submitted for approval.

(b)  The plans shall include plans and data as required under 
subs. (5) and (6).

(c)  If the plans conform to the provisions of the code, an ap-
proval and a master plan number shall be issued.

(d)  The number issued may be used in lieu of submitting 
building plans for each location.

(e)  A plot plan shall be submitted for each location at the time 
of application for the Wisconsin uniform building permit.

(8) APPROVAL OF PLANS.  (a)  If the municipality or autho-
rized UDC inspection agency administering and enforcing the 
code determines that the plans submitted for a one- or 2-family 
dwelling substantially conform to the provisions of this code and 
other legal requirements, an approval shall be issued.

(b)  The plans shall be stamped Xconditionally approvedY by a 
certified inspector who holds the respective credential for the 
plans reviewed.

(c)  One copy shall be returned to the applicant and one copy 
shall be retained by the municipality or authorized UDC inspec-
tion agency administering and enforcing this code.

(d)  The conditions of approval shall be indicated by a letter or 
on the permit.

(e)  All conditions of the approval shall be met during 
construction.

(9) ISSUANCE AND POSTING OF PERMITS.  (a)  Uniform build-
ing permit.  1.  The Wisconsin uniform building permit shall be 
issued if the requirements for filing and fees are satisfied and the 
plans have been conditionally approved.

2.  Pursuant to s. 101.65 (1m), Stats., a Wisconsin uniform 
building permit may not be issued to a person unless the person 
complies with subds. 3. and 4., except as provided under s. 
101.654 (1) (b) and (c) 2., Stats.

Note:  Section 101.654 (1) (b), Stats., exempts an owner of a dwelling who re-
sides or will reside in the dwelling and who applies for a building permit to perform 
work on the dwelling from obtaining a dwelling contractor financial responsibility 
registration.  Under s. 101.65 (1r), an owner who obtains a building permit needs to 
sign a statement advising the owner of the potential consequences of hiring a con-
tractor to perform work under the permit who is not bonded or insured under s. 
101.654 (2) (a), Stats.

Note:  Section 101.654 (1) (c) 2., Stats., reads:  XThe continuing education re-
quirements under par. (a) and the rules promulgated by the department under sub. 

(1m) do not apply to any person who holds a current license issued by the depart-
ment at the time that the person obtains a building permit if the work the person 
does under the permit is work for which the person is licensed.Y

3.  A person applying for a Wisconsin uniform building per-
mit for work covered under ch. SPS 321 or 322 who is not the 
owner who resides or will reside in the dwelling shall hold one of 
the following credentials issued by the department:

a.  A dwelling contractor certification.
b.  A dwelling contractor — restricted certification.
c.  A dwelling contractor financial responsibility 

certification.
d.  A dwelling contractor financial responsibility — restricted 

certification.
4.  A person applying for a Wisconsin uniform building per-

mit for work covered under ch. SPS 321 or 322 who is not the 
owner who resides or will reside in the dwelling shall hold or en-
gage, as an employee, a person who holds a certification issued 
by the department as a dwelling contractor qualifier.

5.  The permit shall expire 24 months after issuance if the 
dwelling exterior has not been completed.

6.  Pursuant to s. 101.63 (7), Stats., the name and license 
number of the Wisconsin master plumber responsible for the in-
stallation of plumbing shall be entered on the permit by the issu-
ing entity at the time of issuance.

(b)  Permit to start construction of footings and foundation.  1.  
Construction may begin on footings and foundations prior to the 
issuance of the Wisconsin uniform building permit where a per-
mit to start construction is obtained.

2.  Upon submittal of the application for a permit to start con-
struction, a plot plan, complete footing and foundation informa-
tion including exterior grading, and a fee, the municipality or au-
thorized UDC inspection agency enforcing this code may issue a 
permit to start construction of the footings and foundation.

3.  The issuance of a permit to start construction shall not in-
fluence the approval or denial of the Wisconsin uniform building 
permit application.

(c)  Private onsite wastewater treatment systems.  Pursuant to 
s. 145.195, Stats., if the proposed construction requires connec-
tion to a private onsite wastewater treatment system, a Wisconsin 
uniform building permit may not be issued unless conformance 
with s. SPS 383.25 (2) has first been determined.

Note:  See ch. SPS 325 Appendix A for a reprint of s. SPS 383.25 (2).
(d)  Posting of permit.  1.  The Wisconsin uniform building 

permit shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the dwelling site.
2.  The Wisconsin uniform building permit seal shall be af-

fixed to the posted permit or to the Wisconsin uniform building 
permit application.  The permit seal number shall appear on both 
documents.

(10) DISAPPROVAL OF PLANS AND DENIAL OF PERMITS.  (a)  
General.  Approval shall be denied if the municipality or autho-
rized UDC inspection agency administering and enforcing this 
code determines that the Wisconsin uniform building permit ap-
plication or the plans do not substantially conform to the provi-
sions of this code and other legal requirements.

(b)  Denial of application.  A copy of the denied application, 
accompanied by a written statement specifying the reasons for 
denial, shall be sent to the applicant and to the owner as specified 
on the Wisconsin uniform building permit application.

(c)  Stamping of plans.  1.  Plans which do not substantially 
conform to the provisions of the code shall be stamped Xnot ap-
proved.Y

2.  One copy shall be returned to the person applying for the 
Wisconsin uniform building permit and one copy shall be re-
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tained by the municipality or authorized UDC inspection agency 
administering and enforcing the code.

(d)  Appeals.  The applicant may appeal a denial of the appli-
cation in accordance with the procedure outlined in s. SPS 
320.21.

(11) TIME-SPAN FOR APPROVAL OR DENIAL.  Action to ap-
prove or deny a uniform building permit application shall be 
completed within 10 business days of receipt of all forms, fees, 
plans and documents required to process the application, and 
completion of other local prerequisite permitting requirements.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; r. and recr. (7), Reg-
ister, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; am. (4) (b) and (5) (b) 1., Register, Janu-
ary, 1989, No. 397, eff. 2-1-89; am. (3) (a) and (4) (a) 2., Register, March, 1992, No. 
435, eff. 4-1-92; am. (4) (a) 1., (5) (a), (b) 2. and (6) (intro.), Register, September, 
1992, No. 441, eff. 12-1-92; renum. (2) to be (2) (a) and am., am. (3) and (7), cr. (2) 
(b), (3) (c), Register, November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; r. and recr. (5) (b) 1., 
Register, October, 1996, No. 490, eff. 11-1-96; am. (4) (a) 1. a. and (b), r. and recr. 
(4) (a) 1. b., r. (4) (a) 1. c. and d., Register, February, 1997, No. 494, eff. 3-1-97; am. 
(5) (a), Register, March, 1998, No. 507, eff. 4-1-98; cr. (5) (b) 1. c. and d., Register, 
January, 1999, No. 517, eff. 2-1-99; cr. (5) (b) 3., Register, April, 2000, No. 532, eff. 
7-1-00; correction in (5) (b) 3. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats; correction in 
(5) (b) 3. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, March, 2001, No. 543; 
CR 00-159: am. (1), (2), (4) (intro.), (5) (a), (5) (b) 2. and (c), (6) (intro.) and (b), r. 
and recr. (3), (5) (b) 1. d., cr. (8), Register September 2001 No. 549 eff. 12-1-01; cor-
rection in (5) (b) 1. b. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register May 2003 No. 
569; CR 03-097: am. (1), (2) (a), r. (2) (a) 2., (b), (3) (b), and (8), cr. (2) (b), renum. 
(3) (c) to be (3) (b) and am, Register November 2004 No. 587, eff. 1-1-05; CR 05-
113: r. and recr. (4) (a) 1., renum. (4) (b) and (c) to be (4) (c) and (d) and am. (4) (c), 
cr. (4) (b) Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 07-007: r. and recr. (2) 
(b) and (5) Register August 2007 No. 620, eff. 9-1-07, except (5) (c) 2. eff. 1-1-08; 
CR 08-043: r. and recr. Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correction in (2) 
(c) 3., (3) (a) 2., (b) 2., (5) (a) 2., (d) 2., (6) (c), (9) (a) 3., 4., (c), (10) (d) made under 
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 672; CR 14-015: am. (5) (b) 
2. d. Register August 2014 No. 704, eff. 9-1-14; CR 15-041: am. (5) (b) 2. d., r. (5) 
(d), am. (6) (d) Register December 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16; CR 17-001: r. and 
recr. (2) (a) 2., cr. (2) (a) 3., 4. Register July 2017 No. 739, eff. 8-1-17.

SPS 320.10 Inspections.  (1) INSPECTOR CERTIFICA-
TION.  All inspections, for the purpose of administering and en-
forcing this code, shall be performed by an inspector certified in 
accordance with ch. SPS 305 who holds the respective credential 
for the inspection performed.

(2) GENERAL INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS.  (a)  General.  In-
spections shall be conducted by the municipality or authorized 
UDC inspection agency administering and enforcing this code to 
determine if the construction or installations conform to the con-
ditionally approved plans, the Wisconsin uniform building permit 
application and the provisions of this code.

(b)  Inspection notice.  1.  The applicant or an authorized rep-
resentative shall request inspections from the municipality or au-
thorized UDC inspection agency administering and enforcing 
this code.

2.  Except as provided under subd. 3., construction may not 
proceed beyond the point of inspection until the inspection has 
been completed.

3.  Construction may proceed if the inspection has not taken 
place by the end of the second business day following the day of 
notification or as otherwise agreed between the applicant and the 
municipality or authorized UDC inspection agency.

(3) INSPECTION TYPES.  (a)  General.  The inspections de-
scribed in pars. (b) to (i) shall be performed to determine if the 
work complies with this code.

(b)  Erosion control inspection.  Erosion control inspections 
shall be performed concurrently with all other required construc-
tion inspections.  Additional inspections for erosion control may 
be performed by the delegated authority.

(c)  Foundation excavation inspection.  1.  The excavation for 
the foundation shall be inspected after the placement of any 
forms or required reinforcement and prior to the placement of the 
permanent foundation material.

2.  If a drain tile system is required, by the local inspector or 

by groundwater levels in the excavation, the presence and loca-
tion of bleeders used to connect the interior and exterior drain tile 
shall be inspected at the same time as the excavation.

Note:  This excavation inspection may be used to determine the need for drain tile 
under s. SPS 321.17.

(d)  Foundation reinforcement inspection.  The placement of 
reinforcement shall be inspected where the reinforcement is re-
quired for code compliance.

(e)  Foundation inspection.  The foundation shall be inspected 
after completion.  Where dampproofing, exterior insulation or 
drain tile are required for code compliance, the foundation shall 
be inspected prior to backfilling.

(f)  Rough inspection.  1.  A rough inspection shall be per-
formed for each inspection category listed under subd. 1. a. to e. 
after the rough work is constructed but before it is concealed.

a.  The basement floor area.
Note:  The inspection of the basement floor area should include the following:  

any underfloor plumbing, electrical, or HVAC; any interior drain tile with base 
course required under s. SPS 321.17; the structural base course for the floor slab if 
required under s. SPS 321.20; and the underfloor vapor retarder as required under s. 
SPS 322.38.

b.  General construction, including framing.
c.  Rough electrical.
d.  Rough plumbing.
e.  Rough heating, ventilating and air conditioning.
2.  All categories of work for rough inspections may be com-

pleted before the notice for inspection is given, provided the work 
has not been covered.

3.  The applicant may request one rough inspection or indi-
vidual rough inspections.

4.  A separate fee may be charged for each individual 
inspection.

(g)  Insulation inspection.  An inspection shall be made of the 
insulation and vapor retarders after they are installed but before 
they are concealed.

(h)  Final inspection.  1.  Except as provided under subd. 2., 
the dwelling may not be occupied until a final inspection has been 
made that finds no critical violations of this code that could rea-
sonably be expected to affect the health or safety of a person us-
ing the dwelling.

2.  Occupancy may proceed in accordance with local ordi-
nances if the inspection has not been completed by the end of the 
fifth business day following the day of notification or as other-
wise agreed between the applicant and the department or 
municipality.

(i)  Installation inspection.  An inspection shall be performed 
on the installation of a manufactured home or modular home.

Note:  The design and construction of manufactured homes is regulated by the 
federal Department of Housing and Urban Development under Title 24 CFR Part 
3280.

(4) NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE OR NONCOMPLIANCE.  (a)  Gen-
eral.  1.  Notice of compliance or noncompliance with this code 
shall be written on the building permit or another readily visible 
means and posted at the job site.  Alternatively, the notice may be 
delivered electronically if mutually agreed upon by the applicant 
and inspector.

2.  Upon finding of noncompliance, the municipality or au-
thorized UDC inspection agency enforcing this code shall also 
notify the applicant of record and the owner, in writing, of the vi-
olations to be corrected.  Alternatively, the notification may be 
delivered electronically if mutually agreed upon by the applicant 
and inspector.

3.  Except as specified under par. (b), the municipality or au-
thorized UDC inspection agency shall order all cited violations 
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corrected within 30 days after written notification, unless an ex-
tension of time is granted under s. SPS 320.21.

(b)  Erosion and sediment control requirements.  1.  The time 
period allowed for compliance with the erosion and sediment 
control provisions under s. SPS 321.125 shall be determined 
based on the severity of the noncompliance in relation to soil loss 
or potential damage to the waters of the state.

2.  Pursuant to s. 101.653 (7) (b), Stats., the department, a 
municipality or the designated UDC inspection agency may issue 
a special order directing an immediate cessation of construction 
work on other aspects of the dwelling until compliance with the 
erosion and sediment control provisions under s. SPS 321.125 is 
attained.  Construction work may resume once the erosion and 
sediment control compliance corrections are completed.

Note:  Section 101.653 (7) (b) reads:  XThe department or a city, village, town or 
county may issue a special order directing the immediate cessation of work on a 
one- or 2-family dwelling until the necessary plan approval is obtained or until the 
site complies with the rules promulgated under sub. (2).Y

(5) VOLUNTARY INSPECTION.  The department or its autho-
rized representative may, at the request of the owner or the lawful 
occupant, enter and inspect dwellings, subject to the provisions of 
this code, to ascertain compliance with this code.

(6) RECORD KEEPING.  (a)  Municipal enforcement.  Munici-
palities that have adopted an ordinance to enforce this code shall 
maintain records in accordance with all of the following:

1.  A record shall be made of each visit to a site, each inspec-
tion type performed and the pass or fail results of each inspection.

2.  Approved plans shall be retained for 4 years after comple-
tion of the dwelling.

3.  Applications forms, correction orders, correspondence 
and inspection records shall be maintained for 7 years after com-
pletion of the dwelling.

(b)  State enforcement.  Inspectors working under state con-
tract shall maintain records in accordance with the provisions of 
the contract that was in effect at the time the inspections were 
completed.

Note:  Records generated by the plan review and inspection functions are public 
records and are subject to the open-records law.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (1) (a), Regis-
ter, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; cr. (1) (b) 2. f., Register, January, 1989, No. 
397, eff. 2-1-89; correction (1) (b) 2. intro. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 4., Stats., 
Register, January, 1989, No. 397; r. (1) (b) 2. e., renum. (1) (b) 2. f. and 3. and (3) to 
be (1) (b) 2. e. and 4. and (2), cr. (1) (b) 3., Register, March, 1992, No. 435, eff. 4-1-
92; am. (1) (c), Register, September, 1992, No. 441, eff. 12-1-92; cr. (1) (b) 5., Reg-
ister, November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; am. (intro.), Register, October, 1996, 
No. 490, eff. 11-1-96; r. and recr. (1) (c), Register, February, 1997, No. 494, eff. 3-1-
97; am. (intro.), Register, March, 1998, No. 507, eff. 4-1-98; r. and recr. (1) (b) 4., 
Register, March, 2001, No. 543, eff. 4-1-01; CR 00-159: am. (1) (intro.), (c) 1. and 
2. a., r. and recr. (1) (a), Register September 2001 No. 549 eff. 12-1-01; CR 05-113: 
r. and recr. (1) (c) 2. Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 06-071: am. 
(1) (b) (intro.) cr. (1) (b) 6. and (3) Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07; CR 
08-043: r. and recr. Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correction in (3) (i) 
made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2009 No. 639; correction in 
(1), (4) (a) 3., (b) 1., 2. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 
2011 No. 672; CR 15-088: am. (4) (a) 1., 2. Register May 2016 No. 725, eff. 6-1-16.

SPS 320.11 Suspension or revocation of Wiscon-
sin uniform building permit.  (1) (a)  The municipality or 
the registered UDC inspection agency administering and enforc-
ing this code may suspend or revoke any Wisconsin uniform 
building permit where it appears that the permit or approval was 
obtained through fraud or deceit, where the applicant has will-
fully refused to correct a violation order or where the inspector is 
denied access to the premises.

(b)  No construction may take place on the dwelling after sus-
pension or revocation of the permit.

(2) Any person aggrieved by a determination made by the de-
partment, a municipality or a registered UDC inspection agency 
may appeal the decision in accordance with s. SPS 320.21.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; CR 00-159: r. (1), 

renum. (intro.) to be (1), am. (2), Register, September 2001 No. 549 eff. 12-1-01; 
correction in (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 
672.

Subchapter V — Approval and Inspection of Modular 
Homes and Their Components

SPS 320.12 Scope.  This part shall govern the design, 
manufacture, installation and inspection of modular homes, man-
ufactured building systems and the components of the building 
systems displaying the Wisconsin insignia.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; correction made 
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2009 No. 639.

SPS 320.13 Manufacture, sale and installation of 
homes.  (1) MANUFACTURE AND SALE.  No modular home, 
manufactured building system or component of the building sys-
tem subject to this part shall be manufactured for use, sold for ini-
tial use or installed in this state unless it is approved by the de-
partment and it bears the Wisconsin insignia issued or a state seal 
or an insignia reciprocally recognized by the department.

(2) INSTALLATION.  A Wisconsin uniform building permit 
shall be obtained in accordance with s. SPS 320.09 (1) to (5) (a) 
before any on-site construction falling within the scope of this 
code is commenced for a modular home.  The permit shall be is-
sued in accordance with s. SPS 320.09 (9).

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; correction in (2) 
made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register August 2007 No. 620; CR 08-043: 
am. (2) Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correction in (1) made under s. 
13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2009 No. 639; correction in (2) made under 
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.14 Approval procedures.  (1) APPLICATION 
FOR APPROVAL.  (a)  An application for approval of any modular 
home, building system or component shall be submitted to the 
department in the form required by the department, along with 
the appropriate fees in accordance with s. SPS 302.34.

(b)  The department shall review and make a determination on 
an application for approval of a modular home, building system 
or component within 3 months.

(2) APPROVAL OF BUILDING SYSTEMS AND COMPONENTS.  (a)  
Approval of building systems.  1.  ZPlans and specifications.[  All 
plans and specifications shall be submitted to the department ac-
cording to subd. 1. a. or b.:

a.  Three complete sets of building, structural, mechanical 
and electrical plans, (including elevations, sections and details), 
specifications and calculations shall be submitted to the depart-
ment on behalf of the manufacturer for examination and approval.

b.  At least one complete set of building, structural, mechani-
cal and electrical plans, (including elevations, sections and de-
tails), specifications and calculations shall be submitted to the 
department on behalf of a manufacturer.  All plans and specifica-
tions submitted to the department shall be stamped Xcondition-
ally approvedY by a UDC certified inspector or inspectors.

2.  ZCompliance assurance program.[  a.  Three sets of the 
compliance assurance program shall be submitted for examina-
tion and approval.

b.  The compliance assurance program shall meet the stan-
dards of the Model Documents for the Evaluation, Approval and 
Inspection of Manufactured Buildings or an equivalent standard 
acceptable to the department.

(b)  Approval of building components.  1.  ZPlans and specifi-
cations.[  All plans and specifications shall be submitted to the 
department according to subd. 1. a. or b.:

a.  At least 3 complete sets of plans and specifications for 
manufactured dwelling building components shall be submitted 
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to the department on behalf of the manufacturer for examination 
and approval.

b.  At least one complete set of plans and specifications for 
manufactured dwelling building components shall be submitted 
to the department on behalf of the manufacturer.  All plans and 
specifications submitted to the department shall be stamped 
Xconditionally approvedY by a UDC certified inspector or 
inspectors.

2.  ZCompliance assurance program.[  a.  Three sets of the 
compliance assurance program shall be submitted to the depart-
ment for examination and approval of components.

b.  The compliance assurance program shall meet the require-
ments established by the department or, where applicable, be in 
the form of the Model Documents for the Evaluation, Approval 
and Inspection of Manufactured Buildings or an equivalent stan-
dard acceptable to the department.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF APPROVAL OR DENIAL OF PLANS, SPECI-
FICATIONS AND COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE PROGRAM.  (a)  Condi-
tional approval.  If the department determines that the plans, 
specifications, compliance assurance program and application for 
approval submitted for such building system or component sub-
stantially conform to the provisions of this code, a conditional ap-
proval shall be issued.  A conditional approval issued by the de-
partment shall not constitute an assumption of any liability for 
the design or construction of the manufactured building.

1.  ZWritten notice.[  The conditional approval shall be in 
writing and sent to the manufacturer and the person submitting 
the application for approval.  Any noncompliance specified in the 
conditional approval shall be corrected before the manufacture, 
sale or installation of the dwelling, building system or 
component.

2.  ZStamping of plans, specifications and compliance assur-
ance program.[  Approved plans, specifications and compliance 
assurance programs shall be stamped Xconditionally approved.Y 
At least 2 copies shall be returned to the person designated on the 
application for approval; one copy shall be retained by the 
department.

(b)  Denial.  If the department determines that the plans, spec-
ifications, compliance assurance program or the application for 
approval do not substantially conform to the provisions of this 
code, the application for approval shall be denied.

1.  ZWritten notice.[  The denial shall be in writing and sent to 
the manufacturer and the person submitting the application for 
approval.  The notice shall state the reasons for denial.

2.  ZStamping of plans, specifications and compliance assur-
ance program.[  Plans, specifications and compliance assurance 
programs shall be stampedXnot approved.Y At least 2 copies shall 
be returned to the person submitting the application for approval; 
one copy shall be retained by the department.

(4) EVIDENCE OF APPROVAL.  The manufacturer shall keep at 
each manufacturing plant where such building system or compo-
nent is manufactured, one set of plans, specifications and compli-
ance assurance program bearing the stamp of conditional ap-
proval.  The conditionally approved plans, specifications and 
compliance assurance program shall be available for inspection 
by an authorized representative of the department during normal 
working hours.

(5) INSPECTIONS.  Manufacturers shall contract with the de-
partment or an independent inspection agency to conduct in-plant 
inspections to assure that the building system and components 
manufactured are in compliance with the plans, specifications 
and the compliance assurance program approved by the depart-
ment.  All inspections, for the purpose of administering and en-

forcing this code, shall be performed by a certified UDC inspec-
tor or inspectors.

(6) WISCONSIN INSIGNIA.  Upon departmental approval of the 
plans, specifications and compliance assurance program, and sat-
isfactory in-plant inspections of the building system and compo-
nents, Wisconsin insignias shall be purchased from the depart-
ment in accordance with the fee established in s. SPS 302.34.  A 
manufacturer shall be entitled to display the Wisconsin insignia 
on any approved system or component.

(a)  Lost or damaged insignia.  1.  ZNotification.[  If Wisconsin 
insignias become lost or damaged, the department shall be noti-
fied immediately, in writing, by the manufacturer or dealer.

2.  ZReturn of damaged insignias.[  If Wisconsin insignias be-
come damaged, the insignia shall be returned to the department 
with the appropriate fee to obtain a new insignia.

(b)  Affixing Wisconsin insignias.  Each Wisconsin insignia 
shall be assigned and affixed to a specific manufactured dwelling 
or component in the manner approved by the department before 
the dwelling is shipped from the manufacturing plant.

(c)  Insignia records.  1.  ZManufacturer[s insignia records.[  
The manufacturer shall keep permanent records regarding the 
handling of all Wisconsin insignias, including construction com-
pliance certificates, indicating the number of Wisconsin insignias 
which have been affixed to manufactured dwellings or manufac-
tured building components (or groups of components); which 
Wisconsin insignias have been applied to which manufactured 
dwelling or manufactured building component; the disposition of 
any damaged or rejected Wisconsin insignias; and the location 
and custody of all unused Wisconsin insignias.  The records shall 
be maintained by the manufacturer or by the independent inspec-
tion agency for at least 10 years.  A copy of the records shall be 
sent to the department upon request.

2.  ZConstruction compliance certificate.[  Within 30 days af-
ter receiving the original Wisconsin insignias from the depart-
ment, and at the end of each month thereafter, the manufacturer 
shall submit a construction compliance certificate, in the form 
determined by the department, for each manufactured dwelling 
intended for sale, use or installation in the state.

(d)  Unit identification.  Each modular home and major trans-
portable section or component shall be assigned a serial number.  
The serial number shall be located on the manufacturer[s data 
plate.

(e)  Manufacturer[s data plate.  The manufacturer[s data plate 
for building systems shall contain the following information, 
where applicable:

1.  Manufacturer[s name and address;
2.  Date of manufacture;
3.  Serial number of unit;
4.  Model designation;
5.  Identification of type of gas required for appliances and 

directions for water and drain connections;
6.  Identification of date of the codes or standards complied 

with;
7.  State insignia number;
8.  Design loads;
9.  Special conditions or limitations of unit;
10.  Electrical ratings; instructions and warnings on voltage, 

phase, size and connections of units and grounding requirements.
(7) RECIPROCITY.  Upon request, the department will make 

available to any person a list of those states whose dwelling codes 
are considered equal to the codes established by the department 
and whose products are accepted reciprocally by Wisconsin.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (1) (a), r. and 
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recr. (2) (a) 1. and (b) 1., Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; correction 
in (6) (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, September, 1992, No. 
441; am. (1), (2) (a) 2., Register, November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; am. (2) (a) 
1. b., (b) 1. b., (5), Register, October, 1996, No. 490, eff. 11-1-96; correction in (6) 
(intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, October, 1996, No. 490; 
correction in (1) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, March, 1998, No. 
507; correction in (2) (a) 2. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register May 
2003 No. 569; CR 06-119: am. (1) Register July 2007 No. 619, eff. 8-1-07; CR 08-
043: am. (1), (2) (a) 2. and (b) 2. Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; correc-
tions in (2) (a) 2. b., (b) 2. b. and (6) (d) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Regis-
ter March 2009 No. 639; correction in (1) (a), (6) (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 
7., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.15 Effect of approval.  (1) RIGHT TO BEAR IN-
SIGNIA.  A modular home or building component approved by the 
department, manufactured and inspected in accordance with this 
code, shall be entitled to bear the Wisconsin insignia.

(2) EFFECT OF INSIGNIA.  Modular homes and manufactured 
building components bearing the Wisconsin insignia are deemed 
to comply with this code, except as to installation site require-
ments, regardless of the provisions of any other ordinance, rule, 
regulation or requirement.

(3) RIGHT TO INSTALL.  Modular homes and components 
bearing the Wisconsin insignia may be manufactured, offered for 
sale and shall be entitled to be installed anywhere in Wisconsin 
where the installation site complies with the other provisions of 
this code.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; corrections made 
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2009 No. 639.

SPS 320.16 Suspension and revocation of ap-
proval.  The department shall suspend or revoke its approval of 
a manufactured building system or manufactured building com-
ponent if it determines that the standards for construction or the 
manufacture and installation of a manufactured building system 
or manufactured building component do not meet this code or 
that such standards are not being enforced as required by this 
code.  The procedure for suspension and revocation of approval 
shall be as follows:

(1) FILING OF COMPLAINT.  Proceedings to suspend or revoke 
an approval shall be initiated by the department or an indepen-
dent inspection agency or UDC certified inspector having a con-
tract with the manufacturer whose approval is sought to be sus-
pended or revoked.  Initiation shall be by a signed, written com-
plaint filed with the department.  Any alleged violation of the 
code shall be set forth in the complaint with particular reference 
to time, place and circumstance.

(2) INVESTIGATION AND NOTIFICATION.  The department may 
investigate alleged violations on its own initiative or upon the fil-
ing of a complaint.  If it is determined that no further action is 
warranted, the department shall notify the persons affected.  If 
the department determines that there is probable cause, it shall 
order a hearing and notify the persons affected.

(3) MAILING.  Unless otherwise provided by law, all orders, 
notices and other papers may be served by the department by cer-
tified mail to the persons affected at their last known address.  If 
the service is refused, service may be made by sheriff without 
amendment of the original order, notice or other paper.

(4) RESPONSE.  Upon receipt of notification of hearing from 
the department, the person charged with noncompliance or 
nonenforcement may submit to the department a written response 
within 30 days of the date of service.  If the person charged files 
a timely written response, such person shall thereafter be referred 
to as the respondent.

(5) CONCILIATION AGREEMENT PRIOR TO HEARING.  If the de-
partment and the respondent are able to reach agreement on dis-
position of a complaint prior to hearing, such agreement shall:

(a)  Be transmitted in writing to the secretary;

(b)  Not be binding upon any party until signed by all parties 
and accepted by the secretary;

(c)  Not be considered a waiver of any defense nor an admis-
sion of any fact until accepted by the secretary.

(6) HEARINGS.  (a)  Subpoenas; witness fees.  Subpoenas 
shall be signed and issued by the department or the clerk of any 
court of record.  Witness fees and mileage of witnesses subpoe-
naed on behalf of the department shall be paid at the rate pre-
scribed for witnesses in circuit court.

(b)  Conduct of hearings.  All hearings shall be conducted by 
persons selected by the department.  Persons so designated may 
administer oaths or affirmations and may grant continuances and 
adjournments for cause shown.  The respondent shall appear in 
person and may be represented by an attorney-at-law.  Witnesses 
may be examined by persons designated by all parties.

(7) FINDINGS.  The department shall make findings and enter 
its order within 14 days of the hearing.  Any findings as a result of 
petition or hearing shall be in writing and shall be binding unless 
appealed to the secretary.

(8) APPEAL ARGUMENTS.  Appeal arguments shall be submit-
ted to the department in writing in accordance with ch. 227, 
Stats., unless otherwise ordered.  The department shall review 
and make a determination on an appeal of notification of suspen-
sion or revocation of approval within 45 business days of receipt 
of the appeal.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (8), Register, 
February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; am. (1), Register, October, 1996, No. 490, eff. 
11-1-96.

SPS 320.17 Effect of suspension and revocation.  
(1) BEARING OF INSIGNIA.  Upon suspension or revocation by the 
department of the approval of any modular home or manufac-
tured building component, no further insignia shall be attached to 
any home or building component manufactured with respect to 
which the approval was suspended or revoked.  Upon termination 
of such suspension or revocation, insignias may again be attached 
to the home or building component manufactured after the date 
approval is reinstated.  Should any home or building component 
have been manufactured during the period of suspension or revo-
cation, it shall not be entitled to bear the Wisconsin insignia un-
less the department has inspected, or caused to be inspected, such 
modular home or manufactured building component and is satis-
fied that all requirements for certification have been met.

(2) RETURN OF INSIGNIAS.  The manufacturer shall return to 
the department all insignias allocated for a modular home or 
manufactured building component no later than 30 days from the 
effective date of any suspension or revocation of the approval by 
the department.  The manufacturer shall also return to the depart-
ment all insignias which it determines for any reason are no 
longer needed.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; corrections made 
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2009 No. 639.

Subchapter VI — Approval of Products

SPS 320.18 Building product approvals.  (1) VOL-
UNTARY APPROVAL.  (a)  Materials, equipment and products reg-
ulated by this code may receive a written approval from the de-
partment indicating code compliance.

(b)  1.  Approval of materials, equipment and products shall be 
based on sufficient data, tests and other evidence that prove the 
material, equipment or product is in compliance with the stan-
dards specified in this code.

2.  Tests, compilation of data, and calculations for materials, 
equipment and products shall be conducted by a qualified inde-
pendent third party.
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(2) ALTERNATE APPROVAL.  (a)  Materials, equipment and 
products which meet the intent of this code and which are not ap-
proved under sub. (1) shall be permitted if approved in writing by 
the department.

(b)  1.  Approval of materials, equipment and products shall be 
based on sufficient data, tests and other evidence that prove the 
material, equipment or product meets the intent of the standards 
specified in this code.

2.  Tests, compilation of data, and calculations for materials, 
equipment and products shall be conducted by a qualified inde-
pendent third party.

(3) EXPERIMENTAL APPROVAL.  (a)  The department may al-
low use of an experimental material, equipment or product for the 
purpose of proving compliance with the intent of this code.

(b)  The department may require the submission of any infor-
mation deemed necessary for review.

(c)  The department may limit the number of applications it 
will accept for approval of experimental materials, equipment or 
products.

(d)  Installations of a material, equipment or product under an 
experimental approval shall comply with all of the following:

1.  Plans detailing the installation for each project where the 
experimental material, equipment or product is to be used shall 
be submitted to the department.

2.  A copy of the experimental approval shall be attached to 
the submitted plans and approved plans.

3.  a.  A letter of consent from the owner of the installation 
shall be attached to the submitted plans and approved plans.

b.  The letter under subd. 3. a. shall acknowledge that the 
owner has received and read a copy of the experimental approval 
and is in compliance with all conditions of the approval.

4.  A person responsible for construction of the project shall 
be designated in writing by the owner.

5.  The person designated as responsible for the construction 
of the project shall, upon completion of construction, certify in 
writing to the department that the installation is in compliance 
with the experimental approval, approved plans, specifications 
and data.

(e)  1.  Any onsite inspections shall be performed by the de-
partment, or other person authorized by the department, at time 
intervals as specified by the department, but not less than once a 
year.  The inspector shall write an inspection report.

2.  The department may assess a fee for each inspection con-
ducted under subd. 1.

(f)  Five years and 6 months after the date of the completed in-
stallation, the department shall order the removal of the experi-
mental material, equipment or product, or issue an approval for 
the material, equipment or product.

(g)  Paragraphs (e) and (f) do not apply to an experimental sys-
tem if this code is revised to include or enable the experimental 
system to conform to the intent of this code.

(4) REVIEW, APPROVAL AND REVOCATION PROCESSES.  (a)  1.  
Upon receipt of a fee and a written request, the department may 
issue an approval for a material, equipment or product.

2.  The department shall review and make a determination on 
an application for approval after receipt of all forms, fees, plans 
and information required to complete the review.

3.  For voluntary and alternate approvals, a determination 
shall be made within 40 business days of receipt of all required 
materials.

4.  For an experimental approval, a determination shall be 
made within 6 months of receipt of all required materials.

(b)  1.  The department may include specific conditions in is-
suing an approval, including an expiration date for the approval.

2.  Violations of the conditions under which an approval is is-
sued shall constitute a violation of this code.

(c)  If the department determines that the material, equipment 
or product does not comply with this code or the intent of this 
code, or that an experimental approval will not be issued, the re-
quest for approval shall be denied in writing.

(d)  If an approved material, equipment or product is modified, 
the approval shall be considered null and void, unless the mate-
rial, equipment or product is resubmitted to the department for 
review and approval is granted.

(e)  1.  The department may revoke or deny an approval of a 
material, equipment or product for any false statements or mis-
representations of relevant facts or data, unacceptability of a third 
party providing information, or as a result of material, equipment 
or product failure.

2.  The department may re-examine an approved material, 
equipment or product and issue a revised approval at any time.

(f)  The department may revoke an approval if the department 
determines that the material, equipment or product does not com-
ply with this code or the intent of this code due to a change in the 
code or department interpretation of the code.

(g)  An approval issued by the department may not be con-
strued as an assumption of any responsibility for defects in de-
sign, construction or performance of the approved material, 
equipment or product nor for any damages that may result.

(h)  Fees for the review of a material, equipment or product 
under this section and any onsite inspections shall be submitted 
in accordance with ch. SPS 302.

(5) UNGRADED OR USED MATERIALS.  (a)  Ungraded or used 
building materials may be used or reused as long as the material 
possesses the essential properties necessary to achieve the level 
of performance required by the code for the intended use.

(b)  The department or the municipality enforcing this code 
may require tests in accordance with sub. (1) or (2).

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; cr. (3), Register, 
February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; am. (1), Register, November, 1995, No. 479, 
eff. 12-1-95; correction in (1) (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Regis-
ter, October, 1996, No. 490; r. and recr., Register, September, 2000, No. 537, eff. 10-
1-00; correction in (4) (h) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 
2011 No. 672.

Subchapter VII — Variances, Appeals, Violations and 
Penalties

SPS 320.19 Petition for variance.  The department 
may grant a variance to a rule only if the variance does not result 
in lowering the level of health, safety and welfare established or 
intended by the rule.  The department may consider other criteria 
in determining whether a variance should be granted including 
the effect of the variance on uniformity.

(1) APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE.  The applicant shall submit 
the petition for variance application to the municipality exercis-
ing jurisdiction in order to receive the municipal recommenda-
tion.  Where no municipality exercises jurisdiction, the applica-
tion shall be submitted to the department.  The following items 
shall be submitted when requesting a variance:

(a)  A clear written statement of the specific provisions of this 
code from which a variance is requested and the method of estab-
lishing equivalency to those provisions.

(b)  A fee in accordance with s. SPS 302.52.  The municipality 
may require a fee for the processing of the application in addition 
to the department[s fee.

Note:  A copy of the Petition for Variance form (SBD-9890) is contained in the 
ch. SPS 325 Appendix A.
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(2) MUNICIPAL RECOMMENDATION.  The municipality ad-
ministering and enforcing this code shall submit all applications 
for variance to the department, together with a municipal recom-
mendation within 10 business days after receipt of the applica-
tion.  The recommendation of the municipality shall include the 
following items:

(a)  Inspections performed on the property.
(b)  The issuance of correction orders on the property.
(c)  An assessment of the overall impact of the variance on the 

municipality.
Note:  A copy of the Municipal Recommendation form (SBD-9890) is contained 

in the ch. SPS 325 Appendix A.
(3) DEPARTMENTAL ACTION.  Where a municipality adminis-

ters and enforces the code, the department shall decide petitions 
for variance and shall mail notification to the municipality and 
the applicant within 5 business days after receipt of the applica-
tion and municipal recommendation.  Where the department en-
forces the code, the department shall decide petitions for variance 
within 15 business days after receipt of the application and fees.

(4) APPEALS.  A person or municipality may appeal the deter-
mination of the department in the manner set out in s. 101.02 (6) 
(e) to (i) and (8), Stats.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. Register, No-
vember, 1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; correction in (1) (b) made under s. 13.93 (2m) 
(b) 7., Stats., Register, October, 1996, No. 490; correction in (1) (b) made under s. 
13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.20 Municipal variance from the code.  Any 
municipality exercising or intending to exercise jurisdiction un-
der this code may apply to the department for a variance permit-
ting the municipality to adopt an ordinance not in conformance 
with this code.  The department shall review and make a determi-
nation on a municipal request to adopt an ordinance not in confor-
mance with this code within 60 business days of receipt of the 
request.

(1) APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE.  The department may grant 
an application only under the following circumstances:

(a)  The municipality has demonstrated that the variance is 
necessary to protect the health, safety or welfare of individuals 
within the municipality because of specific climate or soil condi-
tions generally existing within the municipality.

(b)  The municipality has demonstrated that the granting of 
the variance, when viewed both individually and in conjunction 
with other variances requested by the municipality, does not im-
pair the statewide uniformity of this code.

(2) DEPARTMENTAL INQUIRY.  Prior to making a determina-
tion, the department shall solicit within the municipality and con-
sider the statements of any interested persons as to whether or not 
said application should be granted.

(3) APPEALS.  Any municipality aggrieved by the denial of an 
application may appeal the determination in accordance with the 
procedure set out in s. 101.02 (6) (e) to (i) and (8), Stats.  The de-
partment shall review and make a determination on an appeal of 
denial of a municipal request to adopt an ordinance not in confor-
mance with this code within 60 business days of receipt of the 
appeal.

(4) UNIFORMITY.  This section shall be strictly construed in 
accordance with the goal of promoting statewide uniformity.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (intro.) and (3), 
Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85.

SPS 320.21 Appeals of orders, determinations, 
and for extension of time.  (1) APPEALS OF ORDERS AND DE-
TERMINATIONS BY A MUNICIPALITY EXERCISING JURISDICTION.  
Appeals of order or determination of a municipality exercising 
jurisdiction under this code, including denials of application for 

permits, shall be made in accordance with the procedure set out 
in ch. 68, Stats., prior to making an appeal to the department, ex-
cept as follows:

(a)  Appeals of final determinations by a municipality exercis-
ing jurisdiction.  Appeals of final determination by municipali-
ties shall be made to the department after the procedures pre-
scribed in ch. 68, Stats., have been exhausted.  All appeals to the 
department shall be in writing stating the reason for the appeal.  
All appeals shall be filed with the department within 10 business 
days of the date the final determination is rendered under ch. 68, 
Stats.  The department shall render a written decision on all ap-
peals within 60 business days of receipt of all calculations and 
documents necessary to complete the review.

Note:  Chapter 68, Stats., provides that municipalities may adopt alternate admin-
istrative appeal procedures that provide the same due process rights as ch. 68, Stats.  
Municipalities having adopted such alternate procedures may follow those alternate 
procedures.

(2) APPEALS OF ORDERS AND DETERMINATIONS BY THE DE-
PARTMENT.  Appeals of an order of the department made pur-
suant to the provisions of this code, including denials of applica-
tion for permits, shall be in accordance with the procedure set out 
in s. 101.02 (6) (e) to (i) and (8), Stats.  The department shall re-
view and make a determination on an appeal of an order or deter-
mination within 60 business days of receipt of all calculations 
and documents necessary to complete the review.

(3) EXTENSIONS OF TIME.  (a)  The time for correction of 
cited orders as set out in s. SPS 320.10 shall automatically be ex-
tended in the event that an appeal of said orders is filed.  The ex-
tension of time shall extend to the termination of the appeal pro-
cedure and for such additional time as the department or munici-
pality administering and enforcing this code may allow.

(b)  The department or municipality administering and enforc-
ing this code may grant additional reasonable time in which to 
comply with a violation order.

(4) APPEALS OF SOIL EROSION CONTROL ORDERS BY A MU-
NICIPALITY FOR CESSATION OF WORK.  (a)  Appeals of orders for 
cessation of work issued under s. SPS 320.10 (4) may be made to 
the authority issuing the cessation of work order.  The authority 
shall make a determination on such appeal within 3 business 
days.  Determination of appeals by a municipality may be con-
ducted in consultation with the department.

(b)  Appeals of a final determination by a municipality on ces-
sation of work orders may be made to the department.  The de-
partment shall issue a final determination on the appeal within 3 
business days after receipt of such appeal.

(c)  If the issuing authority determines the site to be compliant 
with s. SPS 321.125, orders shall be rescinded and work may 
commence.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (1) (a) and (2), 
Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; cr. (4), Register, September, 1992, 
No. 441, eff. 12-1-92; CR 08-043: am. (1) (intro.) Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 
4-1-09; correction in (4) (a) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 
2009 No. 639; correction in (3), (4) (a), (c) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., 
Register December 2011 No. 672.

SPS 320.22 Penalties and violations.  (1) VIOLA-
TIONS.  No person shall construct or alter any dwelling in viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this code.

(a)  Injunction.  When violations occur, the department may 
bring legal action to enjoin any violations.

(b)  Ordinances.  This code shall not affect the enforcement of 
any ordinance or regulation, the violation of which occurred prior 
to the effective date of this code.

(2) PENALTIES.  (a)  Pursuant to ss. 101.66 and 101.77, Stats., 
whoever violates this code shall forfeit to the state not less than 
$25 nor more than $500 for each violation.  Each day that the vi-
olation continues, after notice, shall constitute a separate offense.
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(b)  Any person violating any rule of this code applying to 
manufactured homes is subject to the penalties prescribed in s. 
101.94 (8), Stats.

(3) MUNICIPAL ENFORCEMENT.  Any municipality which ad-
ministers and enforces this code may provide, by ordinance, 
remedies and penalties for violation of that jurisdiction exercised 
under s. 101.65, Stats.  These remedies and penalties shall be in 
addition to those which the state may impose under subs. (1) and 
(2).

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (3), Register, 
March, 1992, No. 435, eff. 4-1-92; CR 06-071: renum. (2) to be (2) (a), cr. (2) (b) 
Register December 2006 No. 612, eff. 4-1-07.

Subchapter IX — Adoption of Standards

SPS 320.24 Adoption of standards.  (1) CONSENT.  
Pursuant to s. 227.21 (2), Stats., the attorney general has con-
sented to the incorporation by reference of the standards listed in 
Tables 320.24-1 to 320.24-13.

(2) ADOPTION OF STANDARDS.  The standards referenced in 
Tables 320.24-1 to 320.24-13 are incorporated by reference into 
this chapter.

Note:  Copies of the adopted standards are on file in the offices of the department 
and the legislative reference bureau.  Copies of the standards may be purchased, or 
are available for free, through the respective organizations or other information 
listed in Tables 320.24-1 to 320.24-13.

(3) ALTERNATE STANDARDS.  (a)  Alternate standards that are 
equivalent to or more stringent than the standards incorporated by 
reference in this chapter may be used in lieu of incorporated stan-
dards when approved by the department or if written approval is 
issued by the department in accordance with par. (b).

(b)  1.  a.  Upon receipt of a fee and a written request, the de-
partment may issue an approval for the use of the alternate 
standard.

b.  The department shall review and make a determination on 
an application for approval within 40 business days of receipt of 
all forms, fees, and documents required to complete the review.

2.  Determination of approval shall be based on an analysis of 
the alternate standard and the incorporated standard, prepared by 
a qualified independent third party or the organization that pub-
lished the incorporated standard.

3.  The department may include specific conditions in issuing 
an approval, including an expiration date for the approval.  Viola-
tions of the conditions under which an approval is issued shall 
constitute a violation of this code.

4.  If the department determines that the alternate standard is 
not equivalent to or more stringent than the standards incorpo-
rated by reference, the request for approval shall be denied in 
writing.

5.  The department may revoke an approval for any false 
statements or misrepresentations of facts on which the approval 
was based.  The department may re-examine an approved alter-
nate standard and issue a revised approval at any time.

6.  Fees for review of standards under this paragraph shall be 
submitted in accordance with ch. SPS 302.

Table 320.24-1

ACI American Concrete Institute
P.O. Box 9094
Farmington Hills, MI  48333
www.concrete.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. 318-14 Building Code Requirements for 
Structural Concrete

2. 332-14 Residential Code Requirements for 
Structural Concrete

3. 530-13 Building Code Requirements for 
Masonry Structures

4. 530.1-13 Specification for Masonry  
Structures

Table 320.24-3

AISC American Institute of Steel  
Construction
One East Wacker Drive, Suite 700
Chicago, IL  60601
www.aisc.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

ANSI/AISC 360-10 Specification For Structural Steel 
Buildings

Table 320.24-4
ASTM ASTM International

100 Barr Harbor Drive
PO Box C700
West Conshohocken, PA 19428-
2959
www.astm.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. C62-13a Standard Specification for Building 
Brick (Solid Masonry Units Made 
From Clay or Shale)

2. C90-14 Standard Specification for Load-
bearing Concrete Masonry Units

3. C216-14 Standard Specification for Facing 
Brick (Solid Masonry Units Made 
From Clay or Shale)

4. C270-14a Standard Specification for Mortar 
for Unit Masonry

5. C476-10 Standard Specification for Grout 
for Masonry

6. C652-14 Standard Specification for Hollow 
Brick (Hollow Masonry Units 
Made From Clay or Shale)

7. D226/D226M-09 Standard Specification for Asphalt-
Saturated Organic Felt Used In 
Roofing And Water Proofing

8. D3462/D3462M 
-10a

Standard Specification for Asphalt 
Shingles Made From Glass Felt and 
Surfaced With Mineral Granules

9. D4869/D4869M 
-15

Standard Specification for Asphalt-
Saturated Organic Felt Shingle Un-
derlayment Used in Roofing
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Table 320.24-5

ASCE American Society of Civil  
Engineers
1801 Alexander Bell Drive
Reston, VA  20191
www.asce.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

SEI/ASCE 32-01 Design and Construction of Frost-
Protected Shallow Foundations

Table 320.24-6

ASHRAE American Society of Heating, Re-
frigerating, and Air- 
conditioning Engineers, Inc.
1791 Tullie Circle, N.E.
Atlanta, GA  30329
www.ashrae.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. 2013 Fundamentals ASHRAE Handbook —  
Fundamentals

2. 2011 HVAC  
Applications

ASHRAE Handbook — HVAC 
Applications

3. 2012 HVAC Systems 
& Equipment

ASHRAE Handbook — HVAC 
Systems & Equipment

Table 320.24-6m
AWC American Wood Council

222 Catoctin Circle SE Suite 201
Leesburg, VA 20175
www.americanwoodcouncil.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. ANSI/AWC NDS- 
2015

National Design Specification For 
Wood Construction

2. ANSI/AWC PWF - 
2007

Permanent Wood Foundation De-
sign Specification

Table 320.24-7

ICC The International Code Council
500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th 
Floor
Washington, D.C.  20001
www.iccsafe.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

ICC 400-2012 Standard on the Design and  
Construction of Log Structures

Table 320.24-9

NAIMA North American Insulation Manu-
facturers Association
11 Canal Canter Plaza, Suite 103 
Alexandria, VA  22314
www.naima.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. 3rd Edition, 2002 Fibrous Glass Residential Duct 
Construction Standards

Table 320.24-10

NFPA National Fire Protection 
Association
1 Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA  02269
www.nfpa.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. NFPA 13D 2013 Standard for the Installation of 
Sprinkler Systems in One- and 
Two-Family Dwellings and Manu-
factured Homes

2. NFPA 54/ANSI 
Z223.1 2015

National Fuel Gas Code

Table 320.24-11

NIST National Institute of Standards and 
Technology
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.  20234
http://cata-
log.hathitrust.org/Record/0094873
95

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. NBS Building Science 
Series 87, July 1976

Model Documents for the Evalua-
tion, Approval, and Inspection Of 
Manufactured Buildings

Table 320.24-12

SMACNA Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning 
Contractors[ National Association
4201 Lafayette Center Drive
Chantilly, VA  20151-1219
www.smacna.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

1. Seventh Edition, 1998 Residential Comfort System Instal-
lation Standards Manual

2. Seventh Edition, 2003 Fibrous Glass Duct Construction 
Standards

3. Third Edition, 2005 HVAC Duct Construction 
Standards — Metal and Flexible

Table 320.24-13

TPI Truss Plate Institute, Inc.
218 North Lee Street, Suite 312
Alexandria, VA  22314
www.tpinst.org

Standard Reference 
Number

Title

ANSI/TPI 1-2007 National Design Standard for Metal 
Plate Connected Wood Truss 
Construction

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6-1-80; am. (intro.) and (2), 
cr. (2m) and (2n), r. and recr. (4), Register, February, 1985, No. 350, eff. 3-1-85; 
renum. (2m) to be (2k) and am., cr. (2m), Register, July, 1986, No. 367, eff. 1-1-87; 
am. (intro.), (1), (2k) and (4), r. (2n), cr. (2p), (2s) and (3m), Register, January, 1989, 
No. 397, eff. 2-1-89; am. (intro.), (1), (2), (2k), (2m), (2p), (2s), (3m), (4), (5), cr. 
(6), Register, March, 1992, No. 435, eff. 4-1-92; r. and recr., Register, November, 
1995, No. 479, eff. 12-1-95; r. and recr., Register, January, 1999, No. 517, eff. 2-1-
99; renum. (1) to (14) to be (4) to (17), r. and recr. (intro.) and cr. (2) and (3), Regis-
ter, September, 2000, No. 537, eff. 10-1-00; renum. (1) to be (1) (a), (1) (b) to be (4) 
(b), (7) (f) to (i) to be (g) to (j), and (j) to (p) to be (L) to (r), cr. (1) (b), (7) (f), and 
(k), and am. (4) and (12), Register, March, 2001, No. 543, eff. 4-1-01; CR 02-077: 
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am. (1) and (2), r. (4) to (17), cr. Tables 20.24-1 to 12 Register May 2003 No. 569, 
eff. 8-1-03; CR 08-043: am. Tables 1 to 3 and 6, r. Tables 4 and 10, renum. Tables 5, 
7 to 9, 11 and 12 to be Tables 4, 9 to 11, 12 and 13 and am. 9, 10, 12 and 13, cr. Ta-
bles 5, 7 and 8 Register March 2009 No. 639, eff. 4-1-09; EmR0826: emerg. am. (1) 
and (2), cr. Table 14, eff. 10-1-08; CR 08-085: am. (1) and (2), cr. Table 14 Register 
May 2009 No. 641, eff. 6-1-09; CR 10-089: r. Table 20.24-14 Register January 2011 

No. 661, eff. 2-1-11; CR 11-002: am. Table 20.24-10 Register August 2011 No. 668, 
eff. 9-1-11; correction in (1), (2), (3) (b) 6. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., 
Register December 2011 No. 672; correction in (1), (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 
7., Stats., Register August 2014 No. 704; CR 15-041: am. (1), (2), Table 1, renum. 
Table 2 to 6m and am., am. Table 3 to 7, r. Table 8, am. Table 10 to 13 Register De-
cember 2015 No. 720, eff. 1-1-16.
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