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1 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Trans 258.05

Chapter Trans 258

SEED POTATO OVERWEIGHT PERMITS
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Note:  Chapter Trans 258 was created as an emergency rule effective 4-3-96.

Trans 258.01 Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to 
establish standards and procedures for the issuance of overweight 
permits for the transportation of seed potatoes, and the configura-
tion standards for vehicles engaged in seed potato transportation 
pursuant to s. 348.27 (9t), Stats.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.02 Definitions.  Unless otherwise stated, the 
definitions of words and phrases in ss. 340.01 and 348.01 (2), 
Stats., and s. Trans 250.02 apply to this chapter.  In this chapter:

(1) XPermitY means a seed potato overweight permit autho-
rized under s. 348.27 (9t), Stats.

(2) XSeed potatoesY means potatoes intended to be planted as 
a crop.

(3) XSeed potato routeY means the route designated under s. 
Trans 258.10.

(4) XSTHY means state trunk highway.
History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.03 Seed potato overweight permits.  (1) 
The department may issue annual or consecutive month permits 
for the transportation of seed potatoes in vehicles meeting the re-
quirements of this chapter.  A permit issued under this chapter 
shall also permit operation of the unladened vehicle on the seed 
potato route for the purpose of picking up a load of seed potatoes.  
A permit issued under this chapter is not suspended by a general 
suspension of multiple trip divisible load permits unless such a 
suspension specifically includes seed potato overweight permits.  
The permit shall consist of one or more cover pages, all attach-
ments thereto, and a copy of this chapter.

(2) A permit issued under this chapter is not a guarantee of 
the sufficiency of any highway or structure for the transporting of 
the vehicle or load, or both.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.04 Permit application.  (1) An application 
for a permit shall be submitted on a department form and shall in-
clude the following:

(a)  The name, address and telephone number of the applicant.
(b)  The name, address and telephone number of the appli-

cant[s insurer and the applicant[s policy number and policy expi-
ration date.

(c)  The date on which the applicant seeks to have the permit 
first become valid, not more than 60 days later than the date of 
application.

(d)  The overall weight and height of the vehicle, trailer length, 
and the gross weight of the vehicle.

(e)  An indication of whether the vehicle is a combination ve-
hicle and the type of combination, a description of the vehicle 

power unit and the complete vehicle identification number for the 
power unit.

(f)  The make, year and vehicle identification number for any 
trailer.

(g)  An indication of the number of pneumatic tires and maxi-
mum gross weight for each axle on the vehicle.

(h)  An indication of the spacing between each axle.
(i)  An indication as to whether any axle is steerable.
(j)  An affirmation that the owner has insurance in the 

amounts required by this chapter or such higher amount as may 
be required by the department and that the person accepts the 
terms of the issuance of a permit under this chapter.

(k)  For each access route permitted under s. Trans 258.06 (4) 
(b) for which the applicant seeks authority to operate, written 
proof that permission for operation on access routes has been 
granted by any local authority or person in charge of maintaining 
those highways.

(2) A permit application may be submitted in person or by 
mail to the motor carrier services section permit unit.

Note:  Permit application procedures are specified in s. Trans 250.025.  The Mo-
tor Carrier Services Section Permit Unit of the Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation is located at 4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Room 151, P.O. Box 7980, Madi-
son, WI  53707.  Permit applications may be obtained from that unit.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.05 Eligibility.  The department may issue per-
mits for combination vehicles under this chapter only to appli-
cants that meet all of the following requirements:

(1) STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS.  The vehicle and any load 
satisfies the requirements for a permit under s. 348.25, Stats.

(2) SEED POTATO TRANSPORTATION ONLY.  The application 
may not seek authority to transport any commodity or goods 
other than seed potatoes.

(3) MAXIMUM SIZE.  The vehicle may not exceed 8 feet 6 
inches in width, nor 13 feet 6 inches in height, nor may any trailer 
exceed 53 feet in length.

(4) PNEUMATIC TIRES.  The combination vehicle shall be 
equipped with pneumatic tires.

(5) NON-STEERING AXLE TIRES.  All of the vehicle[s non-
steering axles shall be equipped with at least 4 tires.

(6) SIX AXLE MINIMUM.  The vehicle shall have a minimum of 
6 axles, 3 of which are part of the trailer.

(7) MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT.  The vehicle, including any 
load, may not exceed 90,000 pounds gross weight, nor the weight 
limitations of s. 348.15 (3) (c), Stats., by more than 10,000 
pounds.

(8) MAXIMUM AXLE WEIGHTS.  Axle weights may not exceed 
any of the following:

(a)  20,000 pounds on a single steering axle.
(b)  18,000 pounds on a single non-steering axle.
(c)  16,000 pounds for each axle of a tandem axle, except that 
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on combination vehicles with a gross weight of more than 73,280 
pounds, only one tandem axle may have weight above 16,000 
pounds, and each additional tandem axle may have an axle 
weight of not more than 13,000 pounds.

(d)  16,500 pounds on each trailer axle of a 3 axle group sepa-
rated by no less than 3 feet 6 inches and no more than 9 feet.

(e)  13,000 pounds on each trailer axle in a group of 4 or more 
separated by no less than 3 feet 6 inches.

(9) FOUR TIRES PER AXLE.  Axles with less than 4 tires may 
not be considered for purposes of completing any weight calcula-
tion under sub. (8).

(10) BALANCED LOAD.  Wheels on one side of the vehicle 
may not carry more than 60 percent of the load.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.06 Validity.  A permit issued under this chap-
ter is valid only if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) PERMITTED VEHICLE ONLY.  It is used for the combination 
vehicle described in the application and permit.

(2) PERMIT CONDITIONS FOLLOWED.  All conditions of the 
permit are met, including all maximum axle, axle combination, 
total weight and length limitations, and restrictions on speed, 
time or route of travel.

(3) VEHICLE ELIGIBLE FOR PERMIT.  The vehicle meets all the 
requirements of this chapter.

(4) AREA OF OPERATION.  The vehicle is operated on either of 
the following:

(a)  The seed potato route.
(b)  Within 15 highway miles of the seed potato route in order 

to access the seed potato route, or to reach fuel, food, mainte-
nance, repair, rest, staging, terminal facilities or points of loading 
and unloading if the driver possesses written proof that permis-
sion for operation on such access routes has been granted by any 
local authority or person in charge of maintaining the highway 
being used.

(5) LAWFUL OPERATION.  The driver of the vehicle is obeying 
all Wisconsin laws contained in chs. 194 and 340 to 349, Stats., 
and chs. Trans 305 and 325 to 327.

(6) PERMIT CARRIED ON VEHICLE.  The driver carries the per-
mit in the vehicle and has the permit available for inspection by 
any police officer, representative of the department or any local 
authority or person in charge of maintaining the highway being 
used.

(7) OBEY POSTED WEIGHT LIMITS.  The vehicle does not ex-
ceed any posted weight limit for a bridge or highway or any tem-
porary weight restriction due to construction or seasonal 
conditions.

(8) MINIMUM FOLLOWING DISTANCE MAINTAINED.  The 
driver maintains a distance of 1000 feet between the vehicle and 
any preceding vehicle on the highway, whenever reasonable and 
practical.

(9) ALLOW PASSING.  The driver allows approaching or over-
taking traffic to pass.

(10) INSURANCE MAINTAINED.  Insurance on the vehicle is 
maintained in accordance with s. Trans 258.08.

(11) PROPER REGISTRATION.  The vehicle is registered at not 
less than the permit weight or at the maximum available registra-
tion weight, whichever is less.

(12) OPERATION ON PAVEMENT SURFACE.  The right wheels 
of the vehicle do not leave the roadway, except to allow traffic to 
pass.

(13) ALCOHOL USE PROHIBITED.  The driver does not:

(a)  Consume any alcohol beverage within 4 hours of being on 
duty time, regardless of alcohol content.

(b)  Have an alcohol concentration above 0.0.
(c)  Possess an intoxicating beverage, regardless of alcohol 

content.
Note:  Section 346.63 (7) (a), Stats., is applicable to all drivers of commercial 

motor vehicles.
(14) DRIVER PROPERLY LICENSED.  The driver holds all re-

quired licenses bearing the proper classes and endorsements 
needed to operate the vehicle.

(15) ALL OTHER NEEDED PERMITS OBTAINED.  All other oper-
ational permits required by the department or other agencies hav-
ing jurisdiction over the highways used by the permittee are 
obtained.

Note:  Wisconsin does not apply time of day restrictions to permits issued under 
this chapter.  These permits are valid through spring thaw and other seasonal permit 
suspensions, unless the suspension specifically includes seed potato overweight per-
mits, s. Trans 258.03 (1).

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96; correction in (5) made 
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2012 No. 675.

Trans 258.07 Transfers.  In the event of a breakdown or 
other circumstance requiring a change of the power unit or trailer 
identified on the permit, the permit holder may transfer the per-
mit to another vehicle, under the control of the permittee, follow-
ing the completion of a new application and the issuance of a new 
permit.  The words, XThis is a transfer from permit # (original 
permit number),Y shall be written on the bottom of the 
application.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.08 Insurance and liability conditions.  (1) 
A permittee shall:

(a)  Pay any claim for any bodily injury or property damage re-
sulting from operation under the permit for which the permittee 
is legally responsible.

(b)  Hold the state, its subdivisions, officers, employees and 
agents harmless from any claim which may arise from operation 
over public highways under the permit.

(c)  Be liable for all damage which any highway or its appurte-
nances may sustain by reason of any operation under the permit.

(2) The department may waive insurance requirements for 
permits issued to units of government.

(3) Where a certificate of insurance is required, no insurer 
may cancel the certificate of insurance without providing the de-
partment 10 days advance written notice of the cancellation.

(4) Except as provided under sub. (5), the permittee shall 
carry insurance in either of the following minimum amounts:

(a)  For bodily injury, $150,000 coverage for each person and 
$450,000 coverage for each accident; for property damage, 
$300,000 coverage for each accident.

(b)  $750,000 combined single limit coverage.
(5) A permittee shall certify, and may be required to present 

satisfactory written evidence, that the amount of insurance cover-
age required under sub. (4), or a bond in a form satisfactory to the 
department, shall be in effect for the vehicle and load designated 
in the permit while operating on the public highway, unless this 
requirement is expressly waived by the department.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96; correction in (4) and 
(5) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, April, 1999, No. 520.

Trans 258.09 Denial, suspension or revocation of 
permit.  (1) The department may deny, suspend, or revoke a 
permit for good cause, pursuant to s. 348.25 (7), Stats.  Grounds 
for the denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit include the 
following:
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(a)  Violation of any condition of a permit.
(b)  Preventing an employee of the department or a law en-

forcement officer from performing his or her official duties, or 
interfering with the lawful performance of his or her duties.

(c)  Physically assaulting an employee of the department or a 
law enforcement officer while performing his or her official 
duties.

(d)  Making a material misstatement in an application for a 
permit.

(e)  Unauthorized alteration of a permit.
(f)  Refusal or failure, without just cause, to produce required 

records.
(g)  Nonpayment of the application fee or payment by a check 

that is subsequently dishonored by the drawee or bank.
(h)  Upon the request of the state of Michigan if that state has 

refused to issue permits to the permit holder or has suspended, re-
voked or cancelled a permit or license held by the permit holder 
for cause.

(i)  Violation of any other applicable provision under ch. 348, 
Stats., or this chapter.

(2) A permittee shall immediately return a suspended or re-
voked permit to the department after receiving notice from the 
department of the suspension or revocation of the permit.

Note:  If a permit is denied, suspended, or revoked, an applicant or permittee may 
request a hearing before the department of administration division of hearings and 
appeals, s. 348.25 (9), Stats.

History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.

Trans 258.10 Designation of seed potato route.  (1) 
Except as provided in this subsection, the seed potato route shall 
be the route specified in sub. (2).  In the event the department 
concludes that all or any portion of the potato route defined in 
sub. (2) should not be traversed by trucks under a permit issued 
pursuant to this chapter, the department may declare the estab-

lishment of an alternative potato route.  The declaration of an al-
ternative potato route shall have the effect of changing the defini-
tion of Xseed potato routeY in s. Trans 258.02 (3) to the route de-
scribed in sub. (3).  During any period when an alternative potato 
route is in effect, a permit issued under this chapter is not valid 
for the purpose of crossing any bridge along the seed potato route 
described in sub. (2) that is not part of the declared alternative 
route, even if such location would otherwise be within 15 road 
miles of the declared alternative route upon which travel would 
normally be permitted under s. Trans 258.06 (4) (b).  Traversing 
any bridge in violation of this subsection shall be grounds for re-
vocation of the permit.

(2) XSeed potato routeY means STH 64 between Langlade 
County Trunk XHY and U.S. highway 41 in Langlade, Oconto and 
Marinette counties and U.S. highway 41 between STH 64 and the 
Wisconsin-Michigan border, unless an alternative potato route is 
declared under this section.

(3) The alternative potato route shall be STH 64 between 
Langlade County Trunk XHY and STH 55 at Langlade, STH 55 
from STH 64 at Langlade to STH 52 in Lily, STH 52 from STH 
55 in Lily to STH 32 west of Wabeno, STH 32 from STH 55 west 
of Wabeno to STH 64 in Forest [Oconto] county, STH 64 from its 
intersection with STH 32 in Forest [Oconto] county to U.S. high-
way 41 in Marinette county, and U.S. highway 41 between STH 
64 and the Wisconsin-Michigan border.

Note:  The highway segments identified as in Forest county are actually in 
Oconto county.

(4) The department may declare the alternate route specified 
in sub. (3) by doing any of the following:

(a)  Publishing notice of the declaration of alternative route in 
a newspaper of general distribution in the Antigo area.

(b)  Mailing a notice to each permit holder.
History:  Cr. Register, August, 1996, No. 488, eff. 9-1-96.
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