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NR 7.01 Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to estab-
lish directions for the implementation of the safe recreational
boating facilities program in order to provide easy access to all
waters of the state giving due regard to the need for environmental
quality and the needs of all the population for water based recre-
ation.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79.

NR 7.02 Applicability.  The provisions of this chapter are
applicable to all governmental units and qualified lake associa-
tions applying for financial assistance for safe recreational boat-
ing projects under s. 30.92, Stats.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; am. Register, December,
1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; am. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff 2−1−93.

NR 7.03 Definitions.  The following definitions are appli-
cable to terms used in this chapter.

(1) “Approval” means the signing by the secretary or secre-
tary’s designee of a project agreement that encumbers a specified
amount of state aid funds for a specific purpose.

(2) “Commission” means the Wisconsin waterways commis-
sion appointed by the governor under s. 15.345, Stats.

(3) “Department” means the Wisconsin department of natural
resources.

(3a) “Donations” means the cash or non−cash contributions
of materials, equipment, services or labor provided by a third
party to the sponsor that are reasonable and necessary for carrying
out the project and meet the same test of eligibility as any other
cost item.

(4) “Feasibility study” means an investigation of the environ-
mental, economic and engineering aspects of a safe recreational
boating facility project to determine if the project may be success-
fully carried out.

(5) “Force account” means the forces and resources of a spon-
sor including the use of the sponsor’s own employees and equip-
ment for construction, construction related activities (including
architectural or engineering services), repair or improvement to a
facility.

(6) “Fringe benefits” means employers’ contributions or ex-
penses for social security, employee’s life and health insurance
plans, unemployment insurance coverage, worker’s compensa-
tion insurance, pension retirement plans and employee benefits in
the form of regular compensation and sick, court or military leave.

(7) “Governmental unit” means the department, a city, vil-
lage, town, county, public inland lake protection and rehabilita-
tion district organized under ch. 33, Stats., or the Fox river man-
agement commission.

(8) “Indirect costs” means those costs not directly assignable
to a project. Such costs are generally administrative in nature, are
incurred for a common or joint purpose, or are not readily assign-
able to a project.

Note:  Examples of indirect costs include central office heat, light, utilities, admin-
istrative salaries, secretarial services, postage, etc., which are not supported by time
reports or other documentation which links the expenditure to a particular project.

(8a) “In−kind contributions” means the non−cash contribu-
tions of materials, equipment, services or labor provided by the
sponsor that are reasonable and necessary for carrying out the
project and meet the same test of eligibility as any other cost item.

(9) “Project” means a specific recreational boating facility de-
velopment, dredging of channels of waterways for recreational
boating purposes, acquisition of capital equipment necessary to
cut and remove aquatic plants, and acquisition of aids to naviga-
tion and regulatory markers.

(10) “Project agreement” means a contract between the spon-
sor and department setting forth the obligations with regard to a
portion or all of a specific project.

(11) “Project period” means the period of time specified in the
project agreement during which all work shall be completed or all
items acquired.

(12) “Project priority list” means a ranking by the commission
of various safe recreational boating facility projects in the order
of their scheduled receipt of funds.

(13) “Qualified lake association” has the meaning given in s.
30.92 (1) (br), Stats.

(14) “Safe recreational boating facilities” means places where
the public has access to the water by means of breakwaters and
other similar physical structures, either naturally or artificially
constructed, which provide safety and convenience for operators
of recreational watercraft. “Recreational boating facilities” also
includes locks and facilities which provide access between water-
ways for operators of recreational watercraft. Safe recreational
boating facilities on the Great Lakes are commonly referred to as
harbors of refuge. Safe recreational boating facilities on inland
waters are commonly referred to as public accesses or launching
ramps.

(15) “Secretary” means the secretary of the department.

(16) “Sponsor” means a governmental unit or qualified lake
association receiving assistance under this chapter.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; r. (3), renum. (1), (2), (4)
to (7) to be (2), (3), (5), (8), (9) and (1) and am. (9), cr. (4), (6), (7) and (10), Register,
December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; renum. (1) to (10) to be (2) to (4), (7), (9) to
(12), (14) and (15) and am. (9) and (11), cr. (1), (5), (6), (8), (13) and (16), Register,
January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93; CR 00−112: cr. (3a) and (8a), Register Novem-
ber 2001 No. 551, eff. 12−1−01.

NR 7.04 General aids provisions.  (1) Claims for pay-
ment shall be submitted within 6 months after the project termina-
tion date.

(2) (a)  Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c) expenditures
shall be within the project period, project scope, and project
amount as shown on the project agreement.

(b)  Expenditures for engineering or planning costs, necessary
to develop a construction project proposal for commission review,
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made prior to entering a project agreement may be reimbursed by
the department if made a part of the project agreement..

(c)  Expenditures for the acquisition of aids to navigation or
regulatory markers made prior to entering a project agreement
may be reimbursed by the department.

(3) A request for a project extension shall be submitted prior
to the project termination date.

(4) All payments are contingent upon final audit. All financial
records, including all documentation to support entries in the ac-
counting records to substantiate changes for each project, shall be
kept available by sponsors for review by state officials for a period
of 3 years after final payment.

(5) Grants of financial assistance for recreational boating fa-
cilities shall be consistent with the provisions of ss. NR 1.90 and
1.91.

(6) Prior to project review by the commission, the sponsor
shall have obtained all permits required under ch. 30, Stats., and
s. 281.17 (2), Stats.

(7) Sponsors shall comply with all applicable state and federal
regulations regarding bidding and awarding contracts, wage and
labor rates, access for individuals with disabilities, flood disaster
protection, environmental quality and historical preservation.

(8) (a)  Sites to be developed with recreational boating facili-
ties funds shall be owned in fee simple by a sponsor or the sponsor
shall hold a lease or easement for the site. When a site to be devel-
oped is leased or subject to an easement, the degree of control over
the site by the sponsor and the period of time that the lease or ease-
ment continues shall be factors in determining the amount of rec-
reational boating facilities funds to be granted to the project. The
minimum length of the lease or easement shall not be less than 20
years and shall include the right to construct, operate and maintain
a recreational boating facility.

(b)  The total amount of assistance from the recreational boat-
ing facilities program and other state or federal funds for projects
on lands owned by the department and leased or for which the de-
partment has entered an agreement or lease with a sponsor to de-
velop and maintain a recreational boating facility may not exceed
90% of the eligible project costs. No more than 50% of the eligible
project costs may be funded with recreational boating facilities
monies.

(9) Pursuant to s. 30.92 (4) (b) 2m., Stats., the substantiated
value of in−kind contributions or donated money, materials,
equipment, services or labor may be used as all or part of the spon-
sor’s share of the project cost subject to all of the following:

(a)  All sources of sponsor match shall be indicated when the
application for a grant is submitted.

(b)  The value of in−kind contributions is what the sponsor
would have to pay for similar services, materials, equipment or la-
bor based on existing contracts, schedules or on the open market.

(c)  The maximum value of donated labor shall be $6.00 per
hour.

(d)  The value of donated equipment shall conform to the Wis-
consin department of transportation county highway rates for
equipment.

Note:  The county highway rates for equipment are formulated under s. 84.07,
Stats., and can be found in chapter 5 of the State Highway Maintenance Manual pub-
lished by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, 4802 Sheboygan Avenue,
Madison, WI  53705.

(e)  The value of donated materials and services shall conform
to market rates and be established by invoice.

(10) Direct costs which are supported by time sheets, vouch-
ers or similar documentation reflecting specific assignment to a
project are eligible project costs.

(11) Actual fringe benefits paid as part of the direct labor costs
claimed are eligible project costs.

(12) The department may approve, with the concurrence of
the commission, variances from nonstatutory requirements of this
chapter upon the request of a sponsor when the department deter-

mines that a variance is essential to effect necessary grant actions
or program objectives, and where special circumstances make a
variance in the best interest of the program. Before granting a vari-
ance, the department shall take into consideration such factors as
good cause and circumstances beyond the control of the sponsor.

(13) Sponsors shall agree to operate and provide adequate
maintenance of facilities and projects assisted with recreational
boating facilities funds.

(14) Recreational boating facilities developed under this
chapter may not be converted to other uses without prior approval
of the department.

(15) The actual costs of force account labor and equipment is
eligible. Equipment rental rates may not exceed the county ma-
chinery rates established annually by the department of trans-
portation.

(16) Fifty percent of the financial assistance grant amount
may be paid to a sponsor at the time of project approval, if re-
quested.

Note:  This applies only to grant contracts executed after April 1, 1997.
History:  Cr. Register, December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; renum. (2) to be (2)

(a) and am., cr. (2) (b), (c), (5) to (15), am. (4), Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff.
2−1−93; am. (2) (b), (5), r. and recr. (9), cr. (16), Register, March, 1997, No. 495, eff.
4−1−97; CR 00−112: am. (6) and r. and recr. (9), Register November 2001 No. 551,
eff. 12−1−01.

NR 7.045 Qualified lake associations.  (1) Applica-
tions from qualified lake associations shall consist of an organiza-
tional application and a project application. The organizational
application shall include the following:

(a)  Name and address of the lake association.

(b)  Copy of the lake association by−laws or articles of incorpo-
ration.

(c)  A resolution adopted by the governing body of the lake as-
sociation:

1.  Authorizing a representative to apply for grants on their be-
half, sign documents and take necessary action to undertake, di-
rect and complete the approved project.

2.  Verifying that the association has sufficient funds to com-
plete the project.

(d)  A general description of the association including the num-
ber of members, frequency of meetings, membership qualifica-
tions and fees, age of association, purpose of the association, and
a list of projects completed by the association in the last 3 years,
if any.

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93.

NR 7.05 Eligible projects.  Projects eligible for funding
under this section consist of:

(1) Facilities such as ramps and boarding docks required to
gain access to the water.

(2) Structures such as bulkheads and breakwaters necessary to
provide safe water conditions for boaters.

(3) Activities such as dredging of launch basins and harbors
of refuge to provide safe water depths for recreational boating.
Dredging of launch basins or harbors of refuge is an eligible proj-
ect only when it is associated with project development at the proj-
ect site. Maintenance dredging of launch basins and harbors of
refuge is not an eligible item for funding.

(4) Support facilities including parking lots, signs, sanitary fa-
cilities, fencing or security lighting for the convenience of boaters.

(5) Improvement and repair of locks and facilities which pro-
vide access between waterways for operators of recreational wa-
tercraft.

(6) Acquisition of aids to navigation and regulatory markers
including ground tackle. Only the costs of the aids to navigation
and regulatory markers including shipping and ground tackle are
eligible for funds under this chapter. The cost of repairing, plac-
ing, moving or removing aids to navigation or regulatory markers
is not eligible for funds under this chapter.
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(7) Acquisition of capital equipment that is necessary to cut
and remove aquatic plants that are aquatic nuisances or that are
detrimental to fish habitat with the following limitations:

(a)  Eligible capital equipment shall be limited to cutting de-
vices, barges with propelling motors, conveyors and trailering de-
vices.

(b)  Acquisition of capital equipment is eligible only when the
acquisition is pursuant to a plan to cut and remove aquatic plants
that is approved by the department.  If the capital equipment is to
be used on more than one lake, each lake shall be covered by a de-
partment approved plan to cut and remove aquatic plants and each
plan shall outline the organizational relationships, rights and
responsibilities for weed harvesting operations between the coop-
erating sponsors.

(c)  For a single waterbody for which the equipment is being
purchased the waterbody shall have a minimum acreage of har-
vestable aquatic plants of at least 30 acres.  For several small
waterbodies for which the equipment is being purchased, the cu-
mulative acreage shall be at least 50 but no more than 100 acres
of harvestable aquatic plants for all lakes combined and the water-
bodies shall be in close proximity to each other as approved by the
commission.

(d)  All sponsors for small lakes cooperating in the purchase of
weed harvesting equipment shall demonstrate financial participa-
tion in the purchase of the equipment.

(e)  If a sponsor purchases new equipment, the department may
not provide funds for the purchase of individual pieces of weed
harvesting equipment more than once every 10 years. If a sponsor
purchases used equipment, the 10−year limitation may be short-
ened to match the remaining years of utility of the equipment. If
a sponsor sells any or all of the equipment funded under this chap-
ter prior to the end of the 10 year or adjusted period, the sponsor
shall repay the department 50% of the sale price.

(8) Rehabilitation of capital improvements that are related to
recreational boating facilities with the following limitations:

(a)  The repair or renovation is the result of damage from natu-
ral events or faulty design but is not a result of inadequate mainte-
nance or lack of care.

(b)  The total estimated cost of the rehabilitation is greater than
$10,000.

(c)  The total amount of costs eligible for cost sharing assist-
ance that a sponsor receives for rehabilitation shall be reduced or
refunded by any amount of damages recovered by the sponsor
through either litigation or insurance settlement.

(9) (a)  In addition to projects specified under subs. (1) to (8),
dredging of a channel of an inland waterway to the degree neces-
sary to accommodate recreational watercraft is eligible for fund-
ing with the following limitations:

1.  In order to be eligible for funds, a channel to be dredged
in a lake shall be defined by aids to navigation as defined in s.
30.74 (2) (b), Stats.

2.  Cost sharing for dredging of a channel may be provided
only for dredging the width of a channel to a distance of 25 feet
on either side of the centerline of a river or 25 feet on either side
of a center channel marker in a lake. The dredging of backslopes
necessary to maintain a channel width of 50 feet for a minimum
of 10 years is eligible.  The depth of the channel dredging shall be
limited to the depth necessary to accommodate recreational wa-
tercraft commonly utilizing the waterbody.

Note:  The limit on the design slope ratio of the backslope dredging shall be com-
mensurate with the nature of the lakebed materials.

3.  Eligible costs of dredging a channel in a waterway include:
engineering, including soil borings; dredging and mobilization;
construction of a temporary holding area; and transportation of
spoils. The cost of constructing revetments to permanently con-
tain spoils is eligible if the sponsor can demonstrate that the cost
of creating a land mass is less than the cost of transportation of

spoils to a disposal site or if a substantial benefit to the recreational
boating public will accrue.

4.  Ineligible costs include: any costs relating to planning, en-
gineering, dredging, handling, processing, transporting or depos-
iting of contaminated dredge spoils; the purchase of land rights for
a spoils deposition area or the costs of landfill storage of spoils;
costs of land treatment to cover up spoils deposit; and the cost of
testing or monitoring as a condition of a state or federal permit.

5.  A sponsor may not receive funds for dredging the same
channel of a waterway more than once every 10 years.

(b)  For the purpose of s. 30.92 (4) (b) 2., Stats., the dredging
of a channel of a waterway to the degree necessary to accommo-
date recreational watercraft pursuant to s. 30.92 (4) (b) 8. a., Stats.,
shall be considered a construction project.

(10) Use of chemicals to remove Eurasian water milfoil as fol-
lows:

(a)  Eligible costs are the cost of chemicals, chemical applica-
tion and necessary permits.

(b)  Ineligible costs are costs of pre− and post−treatment moni-
toring, information and education materials, preparation of aquat-
ic plant management plans, spraying equipment or protective
equipment.

(11) Acquisition of capital equipment that is necessary to col-
lect and remove floating trash and debris from a waterway.  Eligi-
ble costs are the costs of the following capital equipment: collect-
ing devices, barges with propelling motors, conveyors and
trailering devices.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; cr. (4) and (5), Register,
December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; am. (1) to (4), cr. (6) and (7), Register, Janu-
ary, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93; am. (4) to (6), r. and recr. (7), cr. (8) and (9), Register,
March, 1997, No. 495, eff. 4−1−97; CR 00−112: cr. (10) and (11), Register November
2001 No. 551, eff. 12−1−01.

NR 7.06 Type and content of studies.  (1) Feasibility
studies shall be the basis for determining the feasibility of a safe
recreational boating facility project.

(2) All feasibility studies shall be site specific and completed
in sufficient detail with appropriate maps, plans and text to allow
the commission to determine the feasibility of the project. Where
the commission finds a project is feasible and the project is sup-
ported by resolution of the affected governmental unit or qualified
lake association, it shall be placed on the project priority list using
the factors in s. 30.92 (3) (b), Stats.

(3) Detailed feasibility reports and environmental impact
statements prepared by the U.S. army corps of engineers for small
craft harbor projects are sufficient for the purpose of this section,
provided that such reports or statements have been found to be ac-
ceptable to the department.

(4) Feasibility studies shall contain at a minimum the follow-
ing items:

(a)  General information.  1.  Name and location of project.

2.  Purpose of the project.

3.  Work to be done accompanied by a detailed estimate of the
cost of the project including the local share, the requested amount
of state funding and the extent of all other sources of funds.

4.  Anticipated time schedule for project development.

5.  Ownership of lands associated with the project.

6.  Distance of nearest comparable safe recreational boating
facility on the same body of water, where applicable.

(b)  Economic analysis.  The purpose of this analysis is to de-
scribe the anticipated level of use of the facility or project and as-
sociated benefits derived from such use for consideration by the
commission when it evaluates the merits of various projects and
establishes priorities for financial assistance. At a minimum for
the development of safe recreational boating facilities, the analy-
sis shall address:
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1.  An assessment of the demand for the project including an
estimate of the number of users on an annual and peak period ba-
sis.

2.  An estimate of annual revenues to be derived from any
launch fees or associated costs.

3.  An estimate of the current number of users of other compa-
rable safe recreational boating facilities within the general area of
the proposed project.

4.  Past operation and maintenance costs where the project in-
volves the improvement of an existing facility.

5.  Estimated annual operation and maintenance costs for a
new project.

(c)  Environmental analysis.  An environmental analysis shall
be prepared for each safe recreational boating facility project. Be-
cause each proposed safe recreational boating facility site has cer-
tain unique physical characteristics, site specific environmental
information must be collected. The scope and detail of this infor-
mation shall be determined on a site−by−site basis after consulta-
tion with the department. This is intended to avoid any later prob-
lems regarding the environmental acceptability of the site.

(d)  Engineering analysis.  The engineering analysis shall in-
clude general plans and specifications of all physical improve-
ments including, but not limited to, dredging, construction of
ramps, piers and breakwaters and land alterations. The commis-
sion may require that the engineering analysis be certified by a
registered professional engineer.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; am. (1), (2), (4) (a) 2.e.,
Register, December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; am. (1), (2) and (4) (b) (intro.), r.
and recr. (4) (a), Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93; am. (1), Register,
March, 1997, No. 495, eff. 4−1−97.

NR 7.07 Applications for funding for feasibility
studies.  (1) Applications from governmental units or qualified
lake associations for funding of feasibility studies are to be made
to the department for presentation to the commission.

(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department and at a minimum contain the following:

Note:  Application forms are available at any department regional office.

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association authorizing a representative to act as
agent for the governmental unit or lake association for the signing
of forms or claims and verifying that sufficient funds are available
to complete the project.

(b)  A detailed estimate of the cost of the feasibility study.

(3) After the review of an application, the department may re-
quest the applicant to submit more detailed information. The ap-
plicant may appeal any such request by written notice to the com-
mission at least 10 days prior to the convening of the next regular
commission meeting. The written notice to the commission shall
specify the basis for the applicant’s objection to the department’s
request for more detailed information.

(4) The department will fund a portion of those studies ap-
proved by the commission at a rate determined by the commission
which is based upon the factors contained in s. 30.92 (2) (d), Stats.,
and the principles expressed in s. NR 7.09 (1), and may vary from
project to project.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; am. (1), (2) (a) (intro.)
and 2., Register, December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; am. (1) and (2) (intro.), r. and
recr. (2) (a), Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93.

NR 7.08 Application for funding to develop a safe
recreational boating facility.  (1) Applications from govern-
mental units or qualified lake associations for funding of safe rec-
reational boating facility development projects are to be made to
the department for presentation to the commission.

(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department and at a minimum contain the following information:

Note:  Application forms are available at any department regional office.

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association containing a formal request for assist-

ance, authorizing a representative to act as agent for the govern-
mental unit or lake association to sign forms or claims and verify-
ing that sufficient funds are available to complete the project.

(b)  A statement, supported by appropriate documents, that the
project is feasible from economic, environmental and engineering
viewpoint.

(c)  A detailed estimate of the cost of the project indicating the
local share, the requested amount of state funding, and the extent
of all other sources of funds.

(3) After review of an application, the department may re-
quest the applicant to submit more detailed information. An appli-
cant may appeal any such request by written notice to the commis-
sion at least 10 days prior to the convening of the next regular
commission meeting. The written notice to the commission shall
specify the basis for the applicant’s objection to the department’s
request for more detailed information.

(4) The department shall fund at a rate determined by the com-
mission, a portion of each project subject to the limitations of s.
30.92 (4), Stats.

(5) The department may pay, with the approval of the commis-
sion, an additional 10% of eligible costs for a construction project
under s. 30.92 (4) (b) 2., Stats., if:

(a)  The sponsor requests the additional 10% cost sharing, and

(b)  1.  The sponsor is a municipality and it conducts a boating
safety enforcement and education program approved by the de-
partment; or

2.  The sponsor provides financial support by written agree-
ment to a municipality which conducts a boating safety and educa-
tion program approved by the department on the waters in the im-
mediate area of the proposed project.

(6) The actual rates of funding in subs. (4) and (5) may vary
from project to project and will be based upon consideration of the
factors contained in s. 30.92 (3) (b), Stats., and the principles ex-
pressed in s. NR 7.09 (1).

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; am. (1), (2) (a) (intro.)
and 2., Register, December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87; am. (1) and (2) (intro.), r. and
recr. (2) (a) and (5), Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93.

NR 7.083 Application for the dredging of a channel
of a waterway.  (1) Applications from governmental units and
qualified lake associations for funds for dredging of a channel of
a waterway on inland waters shall be made to the department for
presentation to the commission.

(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department and at a minimum contain the following information:

Note:  Application forms are available at any department regional office.

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association authorizing a representative to act as
agent for the governmental unit or lake association for the signing
of forms or claims and verifying that sufficient funds are available
to complete the project.

(b)  A statement supported by appropriate documents that the
project is feasible from an economic, environmental and engi-
neering viewpoint.

(3) The department may provide funds for channel dredging
projects at a rate determined by the commission subject to the lim-
itations of s. 30.92 (4), Stats. The actual rates of funding may vary
from project to project and shall be based on consideration of the
factors contained in s. 30.92 (4), Stats., be based on consideration
of the factors contained in s. 30.92 (3) (b), Stats., and the prin-
ciples expressed in s. NR 7.09 (1).

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1991, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93.

NR 7.084 Applications for the acquisition of capital
equipment to collect floating trash and debris from a
waterway.  (1) Applications from governmental units and quali-
fied lake associations for funding the acquisition of capital equip-
ment to collect and remove floating trash and debris shall be made
to the department for presentation to the commission.
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(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department at its regional offices and shall contain the following
information:

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association authorizing a representative to act as
agent for the governmental unit or lake association to sign forms
or claims and verifying that sufficient funds are available to ac-
quire the equipment.

(b)  A statement supported by appropriate documents that the
project is feasible from economic and environmental viewpoints.

(c)  A detailed estimate of the cost of the project indicating the
local share, the requested amount of state funding, and the extent
of all other sources of funds.

(3) The department may fund acquisition of capital equipment
for collecting and removing floating trash and debris at a rate de-
termined by the commission subject to the limitations of s. 30.92
(4), Stats.  The actual rates of funding may vary from project to
project and will be based on consideration of the factors contained
in s. 30.92 (3) (b), Stats., and the principles expressed in s. NR 7.09
(1).  In the case of an equipment trade−in, the amount eligible for
reimbursement will be up to 50% of the difference between the
price of a new unit and the trade−in value of the equipment being
traded.

History:  CR 00−112: cr. Register November 2001 No. 551, eff. 12−1−01.

NR 7.085 Application for the acquisition of capital
equipment to cut and remove aquatic plants.  (1) Ap-
plications from governmental units and qualified lake associa-
tions for funding the acquisition of capital equipment to cut and
remove aquatic plants on inland waters shall be made to the de-
partment for presentation to the commission.

(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department at its district offices and at a minimum contain the fol-
lowing information:

Note:  Application forms are available at any department regional office.

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association authorizing a representative to act as
agent for the governmental unit or lake association to sign forms
or claims and verifying that sufficient funds are available to com-
plete the acquisition of the equipment.

(b)  A statement supported by appropriate documents that the
acquisition of the capital equipment is feasible from economic and
environmental viewpoints.

(3) Prior to the proposed acquisition project being presented
to the commission, the governmental unit or qualified lake associ-
ation shall have obtained approval from the department of a man-
agement plan to cut and remove aquatic plants from the water-
body.

(4) The department may fund acquisition of capital equipment
for cutting and removal of aquatic plants at a rate determined by
the commission subject to the limitations of s. 30.92 (4), Stats. The
actual rates of funding may vary from project to project and will
be based on consideration of the factors contained in s. 30.92 (3)
(b), Stats., and the principles expressed in s. NR 7.09 (1).

Note:  The amount eligible for reimbursement for the purchase of capital equip-
ment will be up to 50% of the actual cash payment for the equipment. In the case of
a trade, the amount eligible for reimbursement will be 50% of the difference between
the price of a new unit and the cash value allowed for the equipment being traded.

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93.

NR 7.086 Applications for the chemical removal of
Eurasian water milfoil.  (1) Applications from governmental
units and qualified lake associations for funding the chemical re-
moval of Eurasian water milfoil shall be made to the department
for presentation to the commission.

(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department at its regional offices and shall contain the following
information:

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association authorizing a representative to act as
agent for the governmental unit or lake association to sign forms
or claims and verifying that sufficient funds are available to com-
plete the project.

(b)  A statement supported by appropriate documents that the
project is feasible from economic and environmental viewpoints.

(c)  A detailed estimate of the cost of the project indicating the
local share, the requested amount of state funding, and the extent
of all other sources of funds.

(d)  A copy of the chemical treatment permit issued under s.
281.17 (2), Stats., including a map of the areas to be treated.

(3) In addition to the factors in s. 30.92 (3) (b), Stats., and the
principles expressed in s. NR 7.09 (1) to establish project priori-
ties, the commission shall give a higher priority to projects that
provide public boating benefits than to projects primarily benefit-
ing riparian landowners and projects that prevent expansion of or
substantially eradicate Eurasian water milfoil than to projects that
provide for annual nuisance relief.

(4) The department may fund chemical treatment at a rate de-
termined by the commission subject to the limitations of s. 30.92
(4), Stats.  The actual rates of funding may vary from project to
project.

History:  CR 00−112: cr. Register November 2001 No. 551, eff. 12−1−01.

NR 7.087 Application for the acquisition of aids to
navigation and regulatory markers.  (1) Applications from
governmental units and qualified lake associations for funds for
the purchase of aids to navigation and regulatory markers shall be
made to the department for presentation to the commission.

(2) The application shall be made on forms provided by the
department at its district offices and at a minimum contain the fol-
lowing information:

Note:  Application forms are available at any department regional office.

(a)  A resolution officially adopted by the governmental unit or
qualified lake association authorizing a representative to act as
agent for the governmental unit or lake association for the signing
of forms or claims and verifying that sufficient funds are available
to complete the project.

(b)  Number and cost of the aids to navigation or regulatory and
appropriate ground tackle.

(c)  If the aids to navigation or regulatory markers have been
purchased prior to the application, as allowed by s. NR 7.04 (2),
copies of vendor invoices for materials purchased.

(d)  Copy of department waterway marker placement permit
and map showing location of markers acquired.

(3) The department shall reimburse the costs of acquiring aids
to navigation and regulatory marker projects at a rate determined
by the commission subject to the limitations of s. 30.92 (4), Stats.
The actual rates of funding may vary from project to project and
will be based on consideration of the factors contained in s. 30.92
(3) (b), Stats., and the principles expressed in s. NR 7.09 (1).

History:  Cr. Register, January, 1993, No. 445, eff. 2−1−93.

NR 7.088 Projects of statewide or regional signifi-
cance.  (1) The department, with the approval of the commis-
sion, may increase the maximum cost−share rate of 50% under s.
30.92(4)(b)2.a., Stats., to 80% if the commission determines that
the project is of statewide or regional significance and the project
meets all of the criteria under par. (a) or (b) as follows:

(a)  For projects located on lakes or flowages:

1.  The project is located on an inland lake that is at least 1,000
surface acres in size or is located on Lake Superior or Lake Michi-
gan.

2.  The project site has, or will have as a result of the project,
a boat launching facility protected by a breakwater structure.

3.  The project is located on a lake or flowage that has the mini-
mum number of car−trailer unit parking spaces required under s.
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NR 1.91 or the project will bring the number of car−trailer unit
parking spaces on a lake or flowage into compliance with the stan-
dards in s. NR 1.91.

(b)  For projects located on rivers:

1.  The project is located on the Mississippi river.

2.  The project provides motorized boating access to a river at
a site that is more than 10 miles from another motorized boating
access site.

3.  The project provides or will provide a minimum of 30 car−
trailer unit parking spaces at the site.

(2) No more than 30% of the state funds available for recre-
ational boating project aids, not including funds for projects enu-
merated by the legislature, may be expended under this section per
year for any one project.  No more than 50% of the state funds
available for recreational boating project aids, not including funds
for projects enumerated by the legislature, may be expended per
year for all projects approved under this section.

Note:  Projects enumerated by the legislature are specific legislative instructions
for use of recreational boating project funds.  These projects are typically described
in s. 20.370(5)(cq) or 30.92, Stats., or in non−statutory provisions of the budget bill.

History:  CR 00−112: cr. Register March 2002 No. 555, eff. 4−1−02.

NR 7.09 Commission to approve or deny requests
for funding and establish priority lists.  (1) To accomplish
the purposes of this chapter, the commission will give consider-
ation to projects located where a scarcity of safe recreational boat-
ing facilities exists, to basic facilities over elaborate facilities, to
activities of the general boating public over those for a limited
group, to those which meet urban needs and to such other factors
which, in the opinion of the commission, will allow the enhance-
ment of recreational boating in the state of Wisconsin.

(2) The commission may provide funding for feasibility stud-
ies. The priorities for such funding shall be based upon consider-
ation of the points in sub. (1), and s. 30.92 (2) (d), Stats.

(3) Only those recreational boating facility projects found to
be feasible by the commission will be placed on the priority list

for funding. In addition to a finding of feasibility the commission
shall consider the factors in s. 30.92 (3) (b), Stats., in establishing
the priority list.

(4) The commission may deny funding for a feasibility study
or a safe recreational boating facility project where:

(a)  There is no expression of support for the project or study
by the affected governmental unit, or

(b)  Consideration of the factors in s. 30.92 (2) (d) or (3) (b),
Stats., indicate it would not be appropriate to fund such a study or
project.

(5) The commission shall state the basis for denial of funding
in writing to the affected governmental unit within 20 days of its
decision.

(6) The affected governmental unit may ask the commission
to reconsider its decision by giving written notice to the commis-
sion at least 10 days in advance of its next regularly scheduled
meeting. The commission may reconsider its decision and autho-
rize funding for the study or project.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; am. (4) (a), (5) and (6),
Register, December, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87.

NR 7.10 Agency liaison.  (1) The department will assist
governmental units in preparing requests for funding.

(2) The department will review all requests for funding of
studies and projects for completeness and present properly com-
pleted requests to the commission for their action.

(3) The department will maintain close working relationships
with public agencies with interests in safe recreational boating fa-
cility development.

(4) The department, through staff assigned to the commission,
will periodically report to the commission on pertinent activities
of public agencies and other bodies in the safe recreational boating
facility field.

History:  Cr. Register, April 1979, No. 280, eff. 5−1−79; am. (1), Register, Decem-
ber, 1986, No. 372, eff. 1−1−87.
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