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No. 268, S.] [Published Septembel' 14, 1945. 

CHAPTER 585. 

AN ACT to revise chapter 49 01 the statutes, relating to relief, 
old~age assistance, aid to dependent children, and blind aid; 
and kindred provisions found elsewhere i1+ the statutes, and 
makillg an appropriation, and providing a penalty. 

l'he lJeople of the state of ·Wisconsin, ,1'ep'l'esenied ,/:11. senate and 
assembly, (Ia enayt as follows: 

SECTION 1. 20.17(26) of the statutes, as created by chapter 
293, laws of 1945 (Bill No.1, A.), is amended to read: 

20.17 (26) On July 1, 1945, <. * • $90,000, and on July 1, 
1946, * * ,., $115,000 fOl' distribution to counties and local 
units of government as dheet aid for poor relief. The sums 
appropria.ted in this subsection shall not become available until 
released by the emergency board. Th~y shall be made available 
by the emergency board a.t such times and in such amO\lnts as 
the board may detel'mine .to be necessary to adequately provide 
for the purposes Ior which they are appropriated, with due 
regard for_the '\"h01e amount available for such purposes, I If 
the 'p;rovision relating' to releas~ by the emergency board is in
valid, the appropriation in this subsection shall not be invalidated 
but shall be considered to be made without any condition as to 
time 01' manner of release. / 

SECTION 1a. 20.18 (1) of the statutes as amended by chapter 
293, laws of 1945 (Bill No.1, A.), is amended to read: 

20.18 (1) On .Tuly 1, 1945, " " ~,. $1,506,500 and a1l1lually, 
beginning JUly 1, 1946, * * ,., $1,834,400 for state aid for 
dependent children and in addition- thereto all moneys re'ceived 
from the federal government for'this purpose, to be expended 
according to the provisions of section "" ,,:' 49.19 amel section 
49.03 (1) (0) when the co"",ty JUtS eXC1'oised the option ,,,,de?' 
and given aid lJ1t'l'S'lWtnt to tha't pa'1'agfal)h. 

Sl<lOTION 2. 20.18 (4) of the statutes as amended by chapter 
293, laws of 1945 (Bill No.1, A.), is amended to read: 

20.18 (4) BLIND * * * AID. For state and federal aid 
to the blind and to the blind and deaf, on July 1, 1945, * • ,.' 
$163,900, and anllual1y, beginning July 1, 1946, * * * 
$170,850, and in addition thereto all moneys received from the 
federal government lor ~ic1 to the blind, to be expended accord
ing to the provisions of section ''/.: "': * 49.18 amd section 49.03 
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(1) (c) when the cannty has eXe1'cised the opt'ion ""dM' and 
given aid P1t1's1(,unt to that pal'agntph. 

SEC1'ION 3. 20.18 (5) of the statutes as amended by chapter 
293, laws of 1945 (Bill No.1, A.), is amended to read: 

20,18 (5) OLD-AGE • • 'I.. ASSISTANCE, STATE AID. 
On July 1, 1945, * *,. $5,372,400, and On July 1, 1946, and 
annually thereafter .. ,. * " $6,079,350, and in addition there
to all moneys received from the federal govcrnlllcnt to matep 
expell~1itures 0'£ the state and its 'political subdivisions for state 
and federal aid for old-age assistance, to be allotted aeeording 
to the provisions of section 49.38 an(l seciion 49.03 (1) (c) when 
the county has exercised the option 1mdel' and given aid pu,r
suant to that pm'agiYtph. 

SEOTION 4. 20.18 (6) of the statutes is amended to read: 
20.18 (6) (a) For aid to the counties in the administration 

of old-age assistance, aid to dependent children, ancl uid to the 
blind ':l: "" ~'~J annually, beg-Inning Jan:uary l, 1939, 80 pel' 
cent of all moneys receive'cl 'fl'om the federal government for the 
admi,nistration of these forms of public assistance, to be allotted 
as provided by'" • ,. section 49.51 (3) (a). 

(b) Anmwlly,' beginniniJ Jnly 1, 1945, 'in add#ion to pam
gmph (a), $250,000 to ,'eim/"I1'se the counties 25 per cent of 
the expenditures 1:nC1(.1'1'ed~ in the admim:st'J'ation of old-age 
ass1'.stmwe, aicl to dependent children) and aid to the blind and 
f01' services l'eqn;,'ecl f01' the state, as pl'ovidecl by section 4.9.51 
(8) (b). 

SEOTION 5, 20.18 (10) of the statutes is-created to read: 
20.18 (10) TO COUNTIES FOR STATE DEPENDENTS. 

Annually, heglpning July 1, 1945, the SUllS necessary to reim
burse counties for aid to persons chargeable agaiust the state 
upon certifica.tion of tIle state department- of public welfare as 
provided in section 49.04. 

SE01'ION Sm. 20.18 (8) of the statutes is amended to read: 
20.18 (8) Whenever it shall become apparent in any fiscal 

year that the appropriations mil de by subsections (1), (4) 
* .* ", (5) or (6) (b) of section 20.18 will exceed 'the amount 
needed to pay the state's full share of aiel as determined under 
sections * *' * 49,18) 49 .. 19 and 49.38, l'espectiveJy, such excess 
shan be trallsferred, upon order of the state department of public 
welfare, by the secrctar~y of state, from the original appropria
tion and used to supplement allY of the othel' alJpropriations 
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made by said subsections for the same fiscal·year that shail be 
insufficient to meet the state's Iun share as determiY{ed uudeI' 
said sections • * * 49.18, 49.19 and 49.38. 

SEC'I'ION 6. 47.08, 48.33, 48.331,. and 49.01 to 49.53 of the 
statutes are repealed. 

SECTION 7. Chaptcr 49 of the statutes is entitled PUBLIC 
ASSISTANCE. 

SECTION 8. 49.01 of the statutes is createC! to read: 

GENERAl, RELIEF 

49.01 Dm'INITIONS. As used in chapter 49: 
(1) ,"Relief" means such services, commodities or money as 

are reasonable and necessary under the circumstances to p'rovid,c 
food, honsing, 'clothing, fuel, light, water, medicine, medical and 
s~rgical treatment (including hospital care) J nursing, tl'anS1JOl'

tation, and funeral expenses, and includes wages for work relief, 
The food fUl'l1ished shan be of a kind and quantity sufficient to 
provide a nourishing diet. '1'he honsing provided shall be adequate 
for health and decency., Where there arc children or school age 
the relief furnished shall include necessities for which no other 
provision is made by law. ) 

(2) "Work relief" means any moneys paid to dependent, 
persons entitled to relief \vho have been required by any munici
pality ~r county to work on any -work. relief project. 

(3) "Work relief project" ll1,ean~ any undertaking performed 
in .whole -or in pa.rt by persons receiving work relief. 

(4) "D,ependent person" or "dependent" means a person 
wjthout the present available money or income 01' property or. 
credit, or other ,means by which the same can be presently ob
tained, sufficient to provide the necessary commodities and ser-
vices specified in subsection (1). . 

(5) "Municipality" means ,any town, CItY or village. 
(6) "Department" means the state department of public wel

fare, 

SEO'l'ION 9, 49.02 of the statutes is cl;ca'ted to read: 
49.02 R"I.IEF AOlVIINIS"RATION.(l) 'Every municipality shall 

furnish relief to all dependent persons therein and shall establish 
01' designate an official 01'. ag'ency to administer the same. 

(2) Every county may furnish relief to all dependent per
':>OI1S within the county bht not llRving a leg~l settlement therein, 
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and if it elects to do so, it shall establish or designate an official 
'01' agcllc3: to administer the same. 

(3) When tile settlement of a dependent person is unknown 
or in doubt relief may be initially administered by the munici
pality in which such person is found in need, but tile matter 
sllall be promptly investigated and. reported or referred as the 
case may be to the county in which the municipality is situated. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall prevent auy county or muniei
'pality from entering into a joint or co-operative agreement under 
section 66.30. 

(5) Except iIi counties having a population of 250,000 or 
more, the municipality or connty shall be liable for· the hospital
ization of alld care rendered by a' physician and ~urgeon to a 
person entitled to relief under this chapter, without previously 
authorizing the same, -w1len, in the ;I'easonable opinion of a 
physician, inlJ~lCcliate and indispensable ca;'e or hospitalization 
is requhec1, and prior authorization therefor cannot be obtained 
without delay likcly to injl1l'e the patient. There shall be nO 
liability for snch care or hospitalization beyond what is reaSOll

. ablYl'equired by the circumstances of the case, and liability 
'shall not attach unless, within 48 hours after furnishing the 
first care or hospitalization of the patient, written notices by the 
attending physician and by the hospital be ,mailed or delivered 
to'the official or agency designated in accordance with this sec
tion, reciting t1le name and address of th~ patient, so far as, 
l<11own, and the nature of the illness or injury, and the probable 
duration of necessary treatment and hospitalization. Any 
municipality gi+ing care or hospitalization a8 provided in thjs 
section to a person who has settlement in some other municipality 
may r8cover" from such other municipality as provided in secHon 
49.11. ';,'1l\fl 

(6) Officials and agencies administering' relief shan assistde-· 
pendent persons to regain a condition of self ... .'3upport t4rough . 
every propel' means at their di.sposal and shall give such service I 
and counsel to those likely to become depen·dent as may prevent 
such dependency. 

SEOTION 10. 49.03 of the statutes is created to read: 
49,.03 OPTIONALCquNTY SYSTEMS. (1) The county bo~rd 

may, by a resolution adopted by an affirmative vote of a majority 
of all Its. members: ' 

(a) Provide that the county shall bear the expense of main-
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taining aU dependents thercin and thereupon the county shaU 
relieve all dependents in the county; and all pow'ers conferred 
and duties imposed by this chapter upon l1nmicipalities shall be 
exercised and performed by the county, or 

(h) Abolish all distinction between county depcndents and 
municipal dependents as to sick care requiring the services 01 
a physician or surgeon, 01' hospitalization; and have the entire 
expense of sl~ch carc and hospitalization a cOllnty charge, or 

(c) .<\.bolish all distinction between county dependents and 
municipal dependents receiving old-age assistance or aid to de
pendent children or aid to the blind, as to medical or surgical 
mid. hospital and nursing home carc, and have the entire ex
pense or sl1ch medical, surgical, hosp~tal and nursing 110me caTe 
a county charge, to be administered by'the county agency admin
istering such aids and be reimlnlTsed 35 pel' c~nt of such expense 
plus any federal aid received lOr such 'expenditures .:from the 
appropriations made for aid to the blind, aid to dependent 
children or old-age assistance as the case may be. 

(2) The county board by a resolution adopted by an affirma
tive vote of. majority of all its membel's may repeal any resolu
tion adopted under subsection (1). 

SECTION 11. 49.04 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.04 S'rA"E DEPENDENTS. (1) From the appropriation made 

.in section 20.18 (10) the state shall reimburse the counties for
the relief of all dependent persons who do not have a settlement 
within any county 5n this state and who have r,esidec1 in ~he 
state less than 1 year. 

(2) The state department of public welfare shall make suitable 
rules and regulations gove.l'uing notification of reimbursement 
charges, the relief to be pl'o~idec1, the presentation of claims for 
reimbursement and other matters necessary to the"lprovisioll of 
reli€& to such state dependent persons. The observance of such 
rnle~ and regliJatiow; by a county shall be a condition for re
imbursement. 

(3) The presentation of a claim for reimbursement shall be' 
accompanied by a vCl'ifiecl copy of t11C sworn statement required 
by section 49.11 (1), and an affidavit that diligent effort was 
made to ascertain the facts relating to the dependent's legal 
settlement and period of residence in the state, and, reciting such 
other facts as the department requires. If tbe depal'tment is 
satisfied as to the corrcctneAS of the claim it shall certify the 
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same to the secretary of state for payment to the county entitled 
thCl'eto. Any necessary audit adjustments for any month of 
the current or prior fiscal years may -be included in subsequent 
certifications. / 

(4) Any county agg'l'ieved by the disallowance of its claim 
for reimbursement hereunder may petition the department for 
a hcari,ng which shall be accorded after due notice. The de
partment may of its OW11 motion order such investigation a.lid 
hearing as it deems necessary. Such· hearing shall be governed 
by chapter 227.' 

SEO'I'ION 12. 49.05 of the statutcs is created to read: 
49.05 !'VORK RELIEF. (1) Any municipality 01' county re

quired by law to administer relief lllay require persons entItled 
to rclief to labor on any worl, relief project authorized and 
sponsored by the municipality or county, at work which they 
are capable of performing. ,VhCll a work relief project re.quJres 
the employment of skilled tradesmen, and the number of snch 
tradesmen list~d on the rclief rolls of the municipality or county 
sponsoring the project is not sufficient to meet the requirements 
or the project, the IDTinicipality or county may hire tradesmen 
who are not l'ecciving public relief, and they shall be paid at 
the prevailing wage for such laborjn the municipality 01' county. 

(2) 'fhe basis of payment of persons granted work relief shall 
be determined by the unit of goverllment responsible for the 
person's l'elief. 

(3) l\1unicipaJities '01' counties ma.y authorize work relief proj
ects for the performance of. any work not prohibited by law,' 
providcd that such projects are not operated so as to supplant 
regular employes of the lllunicipality 01' countjr 01"- the other 
lllunicipal or county units hereinafter mentioned. ]\,t[unicipali
ties or counties may, by mutual agreement, w:;sign persons en
titlcd. to work relief to work on work relief projects operated 
-by the state or by other municipalities, counties, school districts, 
dl'ainage districts, utility districts, metl'OlJolitan sewerage areas, 
or other governmental units. ·Snch. agreement may 01' may' not 
provide for fun 01', partial work relief reimburscmep.t to. the 
municipality or county loaning such persons by the municipa.lity 
or county 01' unit to -which such persons are loaned. 

(4) Municipalities or counties granting' wOL'k relief shall be 
directly liable to perso~s gTanted work relief for (lny benefits 
legally recoverable nnder the workmen's compensation law of 
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Wisconsin, but may contract v{ith another governmcptal unit, for 
,,110se benefit such work relief project is pr~marily designed, to 
share such liability or wholly assume the same, and such ollIer 
governmental unit is hereby authori7,~d to make such contl,acts 
of sharing' or total assumption of liability. . 

(5) Municipalities or counties may. authorize the sale of 
products made ,all any work relief project to governmental units, 

,and to religions, charitable 01' educational institutions. 
. (6) Municipalities or counties may operate work relief proj
ects which will serve to rehabilitate disabled pel'sons so as to 
enable slleh persons to qualify for employment in public or 
private industry. 

(7) 'rhe value of work relief labor shall be cleemecl to off-set the. 
payments made therefor and such payments shan not be recov~ 
erable under section 49.11. 

SECTION 13. 49.06·0£-the statutes is created to read: 
49.06 HOMEl AND INSURANCE EXEMPT. No person. shall be 

denied relief on the ground that he has an equity in the home 
in which he lives or a cash or loan value not in excess of. $300 
in a policy of insUTance. No. applicant for relief shall be re, 
quired t? assign such equity or insurance policy as a condition 
for receiving relief. ,;Vhere persons are not in fact dependent, 
as defined by this chapter, but who, if they convei·ted thcir lim
ited holdings) real' or personal, would, by rcason, of a fallen 
market or by reason of economic or other conditions, he required 
to suffer a substantial loss, then and in that event such persons 
shall be permitted, by proper assignments to the county or 
municipality, to render themselves quaUtied to receive l'elicI. 

SECTION 14. 49.07 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.07 LIABILICl'Y OF RELATIVES; ENFORCEMENT. (1) The 

father,. mother,' husbandl wife and children of any depcndent 
person who is unable to maintain himsclf, ·~shall maintain sueh 
dependent person, so far as a"9le, in a manner- approved by the 
authorities having charge of thc dependent, or by the board in 
,charg'e of the institution where such dependent person may -be; 
but no child of school ag-e shall'be compelled to labor contrary 
to the child labor laws. . 

(2) Upon failure of relatives so to do said authorities or 
board may apply to the county jtldge of the county in which 
sueh dependent person resides for an order to compel such main~ 
tenance, 
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un At least 10 days prior to the hearing on said application 
notice thereof shall be served upon such relatives in the manner 
provided for the service of summons ill courts of record. 

(4) 1'he county judge shall in a summary way hear the alle
gations and proofs of the parties and by order require mainte
nance from such relatives, if of sufficient ability (having due 

'regard for their own future maintcn'ance and making, reasonable 
allowance for the protection of the property and investments 
from which they derive their living and their care and protection 
in old age) in the following order: First the husband or. wife; 
then the fathel'; the'; the children; and lastly the mother. Such 
order shall specify a sum which will be sufficient for the support 
of such dependent person, to be paid weekly at monthly, during 
a period fixed therein, or until the. further order of the court. 
If satisfied that any sucb relative is unable wholly to maintain 
such dependent perSOIl, but is able to contribute to his snpport, 
the judge ,may direct 2 o~·' more such relatives to maintain him 
and prescribe the propOl;tion each shall contribute and if satis
fied tbat sucb relatives are unab]'e togetber wholly to maintain 
'sTIch dependent person, but are able to contribute sometbing 
therefor, tbe judge shall direct a sum to be paid weekly or 
montbly by eacb such relative in proportion to his ability. Upon 
application of any party affected thereby and upon like notice 
and procedure, the said. judge maY,modify such order. Obedi-. 
ence to such order may be enforced by proceedings as for a 
contempt . 

. (5) Any party aggrieved by snch order may appeal there. 
from to the circuit court pursuant to the provisions of chapter 
324, sO far as applicable and necessary, but when the appeal is 
'taken by tbe authorities having' charge or the dependent person. 
an undertaldllg need not be filed. 

(6) If any relative who bas been Ol'dered to maintain a de
pendent person neglects to do as ordered, the a.uthorities 01' board 
may recover in an action on behalf of th,e municipality or institu
tion for relier or support accorded the dependent person against 
snch relative the sum prescribed for each week the order was 
disobeyed up to the time or 'judgment, with costs; 

SECTION 15. 49.08 of tbe statutes is created to read: 
49.08 RECOVERY FROM DEPENDENTS. If any person at the 

time-of receiving relief under sections 49.01 to 49.17 or as an in
mate or any county or municipal institution in which the state' 
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is not ch31;geable with all or a part of the inmate's mainterlance 
01'- as a tuberculosis patient provided lor in chapter 50 and sec
tion 58.06 (2), or at any time thereafter, is the owner of prop
erty, the authorities charged with the care of the depcndent, 
or the board in charge of the institution, may sue £o~' the value 
of the relief from such person or his estatc. In such action the 
statutes of limitation shall not be pleaded in defense, except 
that nothing herein shall eliminate the bar of scction 313.08. 
The court ~ay refuse to ~'ender judgment or allow the claim in 
any case where a parent, wife or child is dependent on such 
property for support. The recmels kept by the mnnicipality6r 
institution are prima facie evidence of the v~lue of the relief 
furnished. 

SECTION ,16. 49.09 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.09 REMOVAL OF DEPENDENTS. (1) When a dependent per

Sall, other than a recipient of old-age assistance, aid to blind, 
or aid to dependent children, is rec'eiying relief elsewhere than 
at his placc of settlement and refuses to return thereto, the of
'ficer or agency of the place administering relief or of thc place 
of settlement may petition the judge of the county court or the 
judge of any other court of record of thc county in wMeh the 
l~elief is furnished for an order directing such ,person to return 
to his place of settlement. The petition shall state specifically 
thc reasons up~n which thc order is sought and copies shall be' . 
served ,upon the dependent person, the officer or agency of the 
place of residence or the place of. Jegal settlement. Notice of· 
hearing shall be served npon: the same paTties at least 10 d,ays 
in advance or the hearing. Service may be made personally or 
by registered mail with return -receipt requested, 

(2) If the jndg'e finds that return to the place of legal settle
ment does not substantially reduce the employment and earning 
opportunities of the dependent person, does not materially dis
rupt family ties, and docs not work any material injustice to 
him, he may order the dependent person to return to his place 
of settlement. The ordcr of the judgc for removal shall specify 
a time beyond which no further relief shall be granted the de
'pendent person unless he returns to -the place of his legal settle~ 
ment and shall further specify the conditions to be cOlnplied 
with by the petitioning municipality to _ provide suitable trans
pOl·tation to the place of settlement. The cost of transportation 
sha1l be chargeable to the place of legal settlement and may be 
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recovered as any other relief costs, pursuant to section 49.11. 
If the place of legal settlement is the petitioner, the entry Of 
such order shall not be a defense to colleption of future relief 
charges unless it can show affirmatively that all conditions as to 
providing transportation specified in the order were fully com
plie,a with. Any sneh removal orc1m' may be suspended by the 
judge at any time without notice 01' hearing upon application of 
the relief agency" of the place of residence- for authority to issue 
relief to meet an emergency medical condition, and ):ul'ther the 
judge may ill his discretion at any time entertain an application 
by the dependent person or either municipality to revoke such 
removal order and UllOll giving of- notice and hearing as pro
vided in subsection (1), may revoke such order tempol'ai'ily or 
permanently. A copy of the order suspending the removal or
der or a copy' of revocation of the removal order shall be served 
on the place of .lega.! settlement within 10 days of the entry 
thereof Rnd any and I'dl relief granted pursuant to the .suspen
SiO~l of revocation order will be chargeable to the place of legal 
settlement'to the same extent as though no rCllloval order had 
been entcred. Any removal order entered by a judge shall affect 
and be binding on only those municipalities -which have been 
served with the petition and notice of hearing. 

SEC"ION 17. 49.10 of the statutes is crcated to rcad: 
49.10 LEGAL SETTLEMEN'l" How DET1<iRMINFiD. (1) A wife 

ha~ the settlement of her husband if he has allY within the state: 
but if he has none, she has none. 

(2) Leg'itimatc minor children have the settlement of their 
father j{ living, or of their mother ,if their father is deceasecl; 
but if the parents are divorced, the children lmve the settlement 
or the parent who has legal custody, and if such pm'ent has no 
settlement, the children bave none. 

(3) Illegitimate minor children have the settlement of their 
mother unless her parental rights are terminated j and if her 
settlement is lost, tbeirs is lost. 

(4) . Every person (except as otherwise provided in this sec· 
tion) who resides in any' municipality one whole year gains a 
legal settlement therein; but the time spent by a person in any 
municipality while supported thel'ein as a. dependent person or 
while l'esidjng in a transient camp or while employed on any 
mnnicipal, county, state or federal work relief project or program 
or as an jnmate of any hom~~ agylnm\ or ins~itlltion for the care of 
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aged, neglected or dependent persons, maintained by any lodge, 
society or corporation, or of any state 01' United States institu- -
tion for the care of '-veterans of the military' a.~ICl naval ~ervices, 
or while residing or while employed on any Indian'r'escl'vation 
over which the state hl;lS no jurisdiction, shall not be included 
as part of the year necessary to acquire or lose ,a settlement. No 
legal settlement shall be lost, acquire,d or changed.while a person 
is supported ill whole 01' in part in a:o.y institution or foster home 
as a public charge. The time speJ,lt by any person while resid
ing on lands owned, operated or controlled by another mtInicipal
ity shall not be included,;s part of the year necessary to acquire 
a legal settlement in the, tOWll, city or villag'e wherein such lands 
are located, but shall be included as part of the year necessary 
to acquire a legal settlement in such otl~er ~unicipality. 

, (5) After September 16, 1940, the time spent by any person 
in the selwice of .the, United· States army, navy, marine corps, 
coast guard, or any branch thereof, shall not be included as part 
or the' year necessary to acquire or -lose a settlement ilf any 
municipality. The p1'ovisi~ms of this sllbsection are retroactive, 
except that payments' or detel'J?1inatiolls made, before July 11, 
1943 on the basis of legal settlement under this section before 
said date are not affected bnt any findings 01' determinations on 
settlement made before such effective date shall not be determin
ative of settlement in subsequent cases, where. the application' 
of this subsection would l'es,ult in a ¢lifferent finding 01' deter
mination on settlement. 

(6) Marriage emancipates minors so that they acquire settle-
ment in their own ~·ight. . 

(7) Every settlement continues until it if:): lost by ~cquil'ing 
a new onc in this state or by residing for one whole ,year else
where than the municipality in which such settlement exists; 
and upon acquiring a new settlement or upon residing for one, 
whole year elsewhere" than the municipality of settlement all 
former settlements are lost. ' 

(8) Where a divorce has been granted, the date from which 
a new settlement may he acquired by a married woman shall b~ 
the day on which the divorce is -granted and not the termination' 
of the year pei'iocl thereafter when the divorce jUdgment be
comes final. 

(9) When any tel:ritory is organized into or attached to any 
municipality every person having a settlement in such te,rritory, 
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and who actually dwells or has his home, or,if absent, had his 
last dwelling place or home therein, thereafter has a settlement 
in such new municipality or the one to ,,,11ich such ter'ritory is 
so attached. The organiza.tion into or attachment to any munic
ipality of any territory shall not prevent any perso'n. from 
acquiring a legal settlement therein within the time and by the 
means by which he w~uld have gained it there if no llew munici
pality had been organized or such territory had not been attached. 

(10) The provisi'ons of this scction shall 110t affect any'commit
ments to instItutions, payments 01' decisions made' or actions, 
proceedings or' petitions pending or causes of action existing. on 
the' basis of legal settlement before the effective date of this 
section. 

SECTION 18. 49.11 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.11 LEGAL SE'l'TLEMENT, COLLEOTION FROM, (1) SWORN 

STATEMENT OF SET'fLEMENT. When relief is granted to 
a dependent pei'son he shall be required to make a sworn state
ment of facts relating to his legal settlement; but if he is un
able to make a sworn statement it may be made by any person 
having knowledge of the facts. 

(2) RIGHT 'fO COLLECT FROM PLACE OF SETTLE
MENT. When the person so relieved claims a settlement out
side the count)· where the relief is granted or claims to have no 
settlement, the expenses shall be, a charge against the county. 
The charge shall be audited by the county board, and may be 
recovered by such county from the county of his settlement, and 
such county in turn, (exc~pt when operating under the county 
system of relief), may recover from the municipality of his 
settlement. If the county wherein the aid is granted fails to 
pay the charge to the granting municipality within 8 months 
after it is filed with its clerk, the municipality may proceed 
against said county under this' sectio~ to r~cover for the reliei 
granted. In such proceedings the county may set up the d~
fenses that the settlement of the recipient is in the municipality 
which granted the aid or that he was not in need of the aid 
furnished or that the notices required to be'served Were defective 
to the pl'ejudice of the county. If a county is unable to recover 
due to the negligence of the lnunicipalityin ascertaining the facts 
relating to the recipient's settlement or in giving the notices 
required or 'in a'scertaini;ng the need for the aid or because his' 
settlement is in the ml~nicipality) the department may order the 
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municipality to reilllbu~'se the county. vVhell the perSOll relieven 
has .his settlement in the county where relieved, and the c~:mnty 
system of relief is not in .operation, the municipality furni:-;hing' 
the relief may recover therefor from the municipality of his 
settlement. 

(3) NOTICE OF CLAIMED SETTLEMENT. (a) Connty 
system. 'V-hen a county grants relief to a persoll claiming' settle
ment in another county, its clerk shall within 20 days after he 
becomes a public charge file with the clerk of the other county 
a notice as provided in paragraph (f). 

(b) Mnnicipal systent. If a municipality gTants relief to a 
person claiming settlement in another county -the lllnnicil)al clerk 
shall within 20 claJ's arter he beyomes a public charge file with 
the clerk of his county a notice as provided in paragraph (f) and 
that county clerk ,shall within 20 days after the receipt thereof 
file a copy of said notice with the clerk of the county in which 
such perSOll claims a settlement. 

(c) Filing ancl t1'ansm,itting. Vvhen a count~y clerk receives 
notice from another county clerk as provided for in paragraphs 
(a) and (b) and his county is not operating under the county 
system of maintaining its dependents, he shall within 20 days 
after such receipt file a copy of the notice with the clerk of the 
lllunicipality in which the dependent clahns a settlement. If 
the county is operating under sneh county system, its clerk need 
not file notice with the municipal elerk. 

(d) Settled ·in connty. If a municipality g'l'ants relief to a 
person claiming settlement in the 8fl.me county, the municipal 
clerk shall within 20 days after such person becomes a public 
charge file with the clerk of the lUunicipality in which the de
pendent" claims a settlement a notice as provided for in para
graph (f). 

(e) Non-settleel. If a lllunicipality grants relief to a person 
'who appears to be without a settlement in \Visconsiu, a copy of 
his SIVOI'll statement and a llotice as provided for in paragraph 
(f) shall be filed with the clerk of the county, within 20 days 
after snell person becomes a public charge. 

(f), Content of notice. The nonresident notice filed under 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) shall be on a standard 
form prescribed by the department a.nd shall state the name 
of tlie municipality granting the relief, the name of the person 
and members of his household who have received ,public aid, 
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the name of ,the municipality ,v:he1'e he claims his settlement, 01', 

if such place conld not after due diligence be ascertained, a 
Htatement of such ~act, and the date on which the relief was fur
nished. Along with the nonresident notice the clerk shall also 
me, a copy of'the sworll statement taken as provided.in section 
49.11 (1). 

(g) Late flUng. If the required nonresident notices are not 
given wi thin 20 days after the person becomes a public charge 
but are given later the municipality 01' county notified shall be 

-liable onJy for the expense incurred for support from the time 
H11Ch notices are given. 

(11) Not·':ce denying settlement. Unless the municipality.(or 
county when on' the county system) UpOll which such nonresi
dent not.ice is flied shall within 20 days deny that the dependent's 
settleIllent .is as claimed, it shall be liable for his support lmtil 
said denial is made. 'I'lle denial shall state the facts upon which 
settlement is (lisputed, and copics shall bc filed with all municipal 
and couuty cJcrks involved in the giving o~' transmission of the 
nOl1l'ef;1c1cnt. notice. 

(4) VRmFmD CTJAIl'IIS TO BE FILED. Verified claims 
fa}' relief' granted shaH be filed with the same parties and the 
procedure for the fili]]g of claims shall be the same as is provided 
in section 49.11 (3) for the filing of nonresident notices. When 
a defendant county operates on tIle municipal system of relief, 
a copy of the verified claim .shall be filed by the clerk of the de
fendant county within 30 clays a.fter such claim has been filed 
with him and failure to so file shall bar recovery by a defendant 
couuty from the mnnicipality. 

(5) S'l'ATU'l'E OF LIMITATIONS. (a) Ace01tnts against 
county. vVhtm relief is administered by municipalities, claims 
therefor against the county are barred unless they are filed with
in qlle year from the elate the relief is granted. 

(b) I1I,tl'rt-Co'lf.nty chdms. When the dependent's settlement is 
claimed to be within the county wherein the relief is granted, 
claims 110t. filed with the municipality of alleged settlement with
in one yea,}' after g'J'anting' the reJief are barred. 

(c) hter-coltnty claims. When the settlement is alleged to 
be within another eOllnty claims not filed within 2 years frQm 
the elate the relief is granted are barred . 

. (d) 'NoNce of disallowance. When a claim for relief is dis
allowed (eitber by action or lapse of time) the clerk shall wit.hin 
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30 days file notice of disallowance with the clerk of the cla.imant 
who shan promptly notify his relief official or agency, and aetion 
on the claim must be. commenced within 6 months after such 
filing and within 6 years after the relief was granted. 

(e) Olel claims. A elaim for relief granted prior to JUly 1, 
1943, which was valid on said datc shall be subject to the pro
visions of this subsection in like manuel" as if such relief had 
been granted on said date, except that filing of a claim for such 
relief prior to said date in the ,manner then prescribed shall for 
all purposes satisfy the filing requirements of this section; but 
nothing in this subsection shan toll the 6-year statute of limita
tions on a'ny such 'claims. 

(f) Six-yea,' limitation. Any rig'ht growing out of a relief 
claim, (not barred by the 6-year statute of limitations) which a 
county or municipality had against' another county or munici
pality prior to July 1, 1943, mal' be enforced in a proceeding 
before the ,department as provided in section 49.03 of the 1943 
statutes. 

(6) WHO MAY SUE. (a) Coitnty. Upon receipt of·notiee 
of the disallowance of the claim of any county, its clerk shan 
forthwith notify the district ,attorney of. his connty; who may 
institute an acti<?ll in the name of, the county for ~he recovery 
of so much or said claim as has been disallowed, and in such 

. action the county shall not be reqllired to give bond. ' 
(b) Ai1I.nidpality. Upon receipt of notice of disallowance of 

the claim of any municipality against another municipality 
within the same county the clerk receiving such notice shair notify 
the governing body of his municipality which may thereupon in .. 
stitnte " proceeding under subseetion (7). 

(7) PROCEEDINGS. (a) h",is,lidion and pmdioe. All. 
relief claims by one municipality or county against another 
municipality or county, which have been disallowed or which 
have not been acted upon as required by statute, may be prose
cuted before the department which is hereby given the exclu
sive power and duty to try and d~termine such controversies. 
In any such' proceeding all municipalities or cpunties liable 
presently or ultimately, or connected w,ith the controversy are 
necessary parties to the proceeding. The parties have the right 
to be present at any hearing, by attorney, or any other authorized 
agent approved by the department, and to present pertinent 
testimony and argument. The department may appoint exam-
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iners to conduct s'uch hearings. The depal'tmept or an examiner 
thereof, fpr the purpose of carrying out such powers and duties, 
may issue subpoenas. 'fhe department mayl make such regula
tions and adopt such rules of practice not inconsistent herewith 
or with Ohapter 227 as will enable it to effectually perform its 
duties hereunder. "I'he department may grant to the prevailing 
party and against the losing party actual expenses incurred for 
witnesses but not, to exceed $2 per day for witness fees nor 
5 cents, per mile for travel. 

(b) Pleadings and hearing. Such proceedingS shall be com
menced by complaint which shall be entitled "Before theestate 
denartment of p11blic welfare of Wisconsin". The complaint 
shall contain the names' of the parties and matters and prayerS 
as in complaints generally. It !'lay be served, with sufficient 
copies, . upon the department by registered mail; the department 
shall thereupon note such service upon the original com.plaint 
and so notify the claimant. The department shall immediately 
trapsmit a copy by reg'istered mail to the defendant county or 
municipaIHy, -which shall ha\t8 20 days from the time of the mail
ing of such copy to serve by registered mail an answer, With 
sufficient copies, upon the department.' The department shall 
acknowl~dge such service and mail a copy of'the answer to the 
claimant. When the department has determined that the matter 
is at issue, it shall notify the parties of the time anp place of 
hearing thereon and in its discretion mai c,ontinue or adjourn 
such hearing for a reasonable period. The department shall 
make its findings and order and transmit copies thereof to the 
parties by regiistercd mail as soon as possible after such hearing. 

(c) J1tdicial ,·eview. Such order shall be subject to review 
, in the manncr provided in chapter 227, except that the appeal 
,shall he taken to the circuit court in one of the following coun
ties: (1) Douglas, (2) Eau Claire, (3) Marathon, (4) Brown, 
(5) La Orosse, (6) Dane, (7) M;ilwaukee, and may be heard at 
a regular 01' special term. 

(d) 8M'viee by mail. The mailing within such 20 days, of 
any notice herein provided for shall he by registered mail with' 
return recei.pt requested. 

(e) State special oharae . . When a matter is finally . deter
mined on appeal, or if no appeal is taken within the prescribed 
time, the amount owing by' a county or municipality shall be 
certified by the department. to the secrctary of state and shal! 
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thereafter be collected as are other special state charges against 
counties and m.unicipalities, with interest at ·the rate or 6 -per 
cent per annum to be computed to March 22 following. The 
state treasurer shall remit to the prevailing county 01' munici
pality such amollllt, as SOon after }Vlal'ch 1 of each year, as may 
be, upon order of the secretary of state. 

SEC'I'ION 19. 49,12 of the statutes is created to read: 
49,12 PENATmES, (1) Any person who, with intent to secure 

public a~sistance under any provision of chapter 49, whether for 
himself or for some other person, wilfully'makes any false repre-

I sentations shall, if the value of such assistance so secured does not· 
exceed $50, be punished by imprisonment nor more than 6 months 
01' by a fiue not to exceed $100, and, if the value of the assistance 
does exceed $50, by imprisonment not more than 5 years nor 
less than one year, or by a fine not exceeding $100. 

(2) Any person who wilfully does any act designed to inter
£ere with the proper administration o£ public assistance shall be 
fined not less than $10 nor more than $10001' be punished by 
hnprisonment for not less than 10 \ nor m'ore than 60 days. 

(3) Any dependent person who sells or exchanges supplies 
or articles furnished him as assistance or who disposes of such 
supplies 01' articles in any ,other ,yay than as directed, with intent 
thereby to defraud the coullti 01' municipality furpishing' him 
assistance, and any per&on who purchases any article knowing it 
to have been Iurnisliec1 to another perSall as assistance shall be 
punished as 'provided' in subsection (2). 

(4) Any person who witho11t leg'a! authority sends or brings, 
causeR to be sent or brought, or advises any dependent person 
to go to any municipality for the Purl)OSe of making him a 
eharge upon such mun,icipnlity shall be punished as provided 
in subsection '(2). 

(5) Any person in charge of public assistance or any of his 
assistants who~ receives or solicits any commission or derives or 
seeks to obtain any personal financial gain through any plil'chase, 
saJe, disbursement 01' contract for supplies or other property used 
in the administ'ration of public assista~ce sllaH be punished as 
provided in section 348,28, 

(6) Where a person is originally eligible for assistance and 
later receives assets which would maJi:e him ,ineligible ror such 
relief and he fails to notify the proper officer or agency of the 
receipt of such assets and cO)ltinues .to receive aid, same shall be 
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considered a fraud and- the penalties as set forth in subsection 
(1). hereof shall apply; 

SEO'l'ION 20. 49.13 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.13 ABANDONMEN'l' 01" WlFE AND ORILD. (1) When the 

father, or mother, being' a widow or living separate from her 
hl1sbaiul, absconds or. is' about to abscond ,from his or her chil
dren, or a hUl:ibancl from 11is "\vife, or when s'uch father, mother, 
or husband is about to remove permanently from the mUllicipa~ity 
in which he or she· resides, leaving a wife or children, or both, 
chargeR ble 01' likely to become chargeable upon the public for 
support, or neglects or refuses to SUppOl't or provide for such 
wife 01' children, the county or lllunicipality where such wife 
01' children may be, by the official 01' agency designated to ad
minister public assistance, may apply to the eounty judge 01' 

any justice of the peace of any county in which any property, 
real or personal, of saiel father, mother 01' husband is situated 
for a warl'ant to seize the property. 

(2) Upon due proof of the facts aforesaid such judge or jus
tice shall'issue his warrant authorizing such county or munieipal~ 
ity to seize the property of such person, wherever found in said 

. county; and they shall, respectively, be vested with all the rights 
and title, as limited in this section, to such property which such 
person had at the. tiIll.e of his departUl'e. They shall immedi
ately make an inventory thereof and return the same with said 
warrant and their ,proceedings thereon to the county court. All 
sales and trausfers of any real or personal property left in such 
county, made by him after the issuing of such warrant, shall be 
absolutely void. . 

(3) Upon such return the county court may inquire .into the 
facts and circumstances ancl may connrm such seizure _ 01' dis~ 

charge the same; and if the same be confirmed shall from time 
to time direct what part of the personal property shall be sold 
and lImy much of the proceeds of such sales and the rents and 
profits of the real estate shall be applied toward the maintenance 
of the wife 01' children of such person. All such sales shall be 
at public auetiol1 in accordance with the laws relating to execu~ 
tion sales of pers6nalty and realty as provided in sections 272.29 
ancl 272.31. 

(4) The county 01' municipality, respectively, shall receive the 
proceeds of all property so sold and the rents and profits of the 
l'eal estate 0'.£ such person and apply the same to the maintenance 
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and sllPport of the wife 0)' children of such person; and they 
shall account to the court for the ·moneys so received and for 
thc application thereof from time to time. 

(5) If the person whose property has been so seized shall re
turn and support the, wife or children so abandoned or give 
security ~o the cQnlJ,ty or municipality, "respectively, (to be ap
proved by them) that such wife or children shall not thereafter 
be chargeable to snch municipality, the court shall discharge such 
warrant and order the rcstoration of the propcrty seized by 
virtue thereof an¢l remaining unappropriated, or the unappro
priated procceds thereof, after deducting the expenses of such 
proceedings. 

SECTION 21. 49,14 of the statutes is created to read: 
49,14 OOUNTY nOME; ES'l'ABLISIIMEm'. (1) Each county 

may establish a county homc for the relief and support of de-' 
pendent persons pursuant to section 46.17. 

(2) In all counties whose population is less than 250,000 such 
county home shan be governed pursuant to sections 46.18, 46.19 
and 46.20. 

(3) No county in which a county home is established shan 
contract to cond,nct the same or to support and maintain the in
mates thereof; and all agl'cements in violatjon of this subsection 
are void. 

(4) The trustees or any person employed by the county board
pursuant to subsections (1) and (2), may administcr oaths 
concerning any ,matter submitted to him or them, }n connection 
with their functions. 

SEO-l'ION .22. 49.15 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.15 OOUNTY Hm-rE; OOMMITMENTS; ADMISSIONS. (1) When 

it appears to the satisfaction of any judge of a court of record 
npon petition that a perRon is without a home or necessary care 
or is living in a state of filth and squalor likely to induce dis
ease, such judger after affording such person an opportunity to 
be heard in person or by someone in his behalf, may commit such 
perso~ to the county home of his county, if there be one therein, 
otherwi~e to the county home of some other county, for an in
definite time subject to further order. If the person sought to 
be committed has a legal settlement, the petition for commitment 
shall be signed by the relief officer of the municipality of settle-' 
ment and the cost of care and maintenance shall be a charge 
against such municipality; but if· the person has no legal settle-, ,. 
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ment 01' the county in which he has settlement operates on the 
county sy~tem of i'clief the petition shall be signed by the relief 
officer of the county and the cost of care and 'maintenance shall 
be a charge against the county. > Any order or process isslled 
by such judge may be..' served and such commitment may be 
made by the petitioning offiCer. 

(2) Any person upon application to the board of trustees may 
be admitted to the county home upon such terms as may bc pre
scribed by the board. If such person 01' his relatives are unable 
to pay for his care and maintenance' he may be admitted as a 
charge of the municipalIty of his legal settlement 01' the county 
if he has no settlement; but no municipality or ,connty shall be' 
bound without the written approval of its relief officer 01' agency, 
except as provided in subscction (3). 

(3) rllhe actual cost for 'care and maintenance rendered a relief 
recipient who has legal settlement in' another county shall be a 

, propel" r~lief charge and a liability against the place of settle
ment and recoverable pursu~nt to section 49.11. 

SECTION 23, , 49.16 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.16 COUNTY HOSPITAL; ESTABLISHMENT. (l) Each coun

ty may establish a county ,hospital for the treatment of de
pendent persons, pursuant to section 46.17. I 

(2) In counties with a population of 250;000 or more' such 
institution shall be governed pursuant to section 46.21, but in 
all other counties it shan be gove1:ned pursuant to sections 46.18, 
46.19, and 46.20. 

SEC'l'ION 24; ~49.17 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.17 COUNTY HOSPI'l'ALS; ADMISSIONS. (1) Any person up

on application to the' board ,of trustees may be admitted to the 
county hospital upon snch terms as may be prescribed by the' 
board. If such person 01' his relatives are unable to pay for 
his care and maintenance he may be admitted as a charge of 'the 
municipality of his' legal settlement or the county if he has no 
settlement, but no linmicipality or county shaIl be bound without 
the written approval of its relief officer 01' agency, except as 
pl:ovided in subsection (2). 

(2) The actual cost for hospitalization imd treatment ren
dered a relief recipient who has leg'al settlement in another 
cOlinty shall be a propel' re'lief charge and ~ liability against the 
place of settlement and recoverable pursuant to section 49.11. 
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SECTION 25. 49.18 of the statutes is created to read: 

AID TO THE BLIND . 

49.18 AID m 'J'HE BLIND.- (:1-) Any neo(ly pel'son 18 years of 
ag'e 01' more who is blind shalll'eceive aid from tht1 county of his, 
residence as provided in this section. Such aid shall not exceed 
$40 per month and, when added to his illcome from other sources, 
shall not exceed $780 pel' yeaI'. The maxinlum of $40 per month 
shall be increased to not to exceed $50 pcr month whenever the 
federal government makes aid available to the states for aid to 
the blind with respect to such increased maximum. 

CIa) On the ,leath of a recipient of snch aid, if the estate of 
the. deceased is insufficient to defray the fU11era1 and. burial ex
penses, such reasonable amouut not exceeding $100 shal~ be paid 
for such' expenses as the cOllnty judge directs., 

(2) To entitle an applicant to such aiel: 
Co.) He must have resided in this state at the time he lost his 

sight, or for one year preceding his application. An applicant 
-who luis resided less than one year in' Wisconsin may be gTanted 
aid to the blind if the state from which he removed his residence 
to ,"\Tisconsin grants such aiel to any resident of vVisconsin who 
has moved to such state and lived there" less than onc year; pl'O- _ 

vided that aid -to the blind IDay not be continucd to exceed dne 
year to any recipient who removes his residence to another 
state; 

(b) He must llpt be an inmate of any state, county or munici
pally owned _ charitable, l~cf'Ormatory or penal ~l1stitution, nor be 
in attendance at'- any state, county 01' municipally owned school 
for the blind 01' deaf wherein illst~'llct,ion, room and boanl and 
othol' incidentals are fui;nished free, except the summer school 
of the Wisconsin school for the blind; 

C c) He must not while receiving aiel to the ~blind be publicly 
soliciting alms; 

(cl) ,He must not have relatives legally responsible for his 
support and able to support him as provided in section 49.07. 

(3) If payments are made by any county within and for the 
first year after a pel'son takes up residence therein, t.he same 
shan be a charge agairist tbe county where he resideel at le,ast 
one year before removal to the county '''hieh makes such pay
ment. . The clel'k of the payor county shall certify to the clerk 
of t.he othe:r county quarterly any amollnt not reimbursed under 
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I . 
section 49.18 (10) and the latter clcrk shall thereupon draw his 
warrant upon his county heasnI'm' and in favor of the county 
making such payment for the alllouut, Dalled in snch certificate . 

. (4): All applicants for aid to the blind shall be examined by a 
physician sk~lled in eye diseases \1'ho -shall keep such records and 
render such reports as the department prescribes. Re-ex8mjna
tion shall also be made when necessary. The fee for each exam
ination shall be $2 but the county board. may by resolution 
establisb a larger fcc. An applicant for a peddler's license' shall 
pay. for his own cxamhlatioll, not to exceed $2, and obtain a 
cel,tificate sh01vjUg' whether he is blind. 

(5) An applicant for blind aid shall file his sworn application 
-with the COlluty agency of the county in which' he resides, in , 
such manner and form, and containing such information, as 
the department prescribes. 

(6) (a) The agency shall promptly make or cause to be made 
such further invefltigation of the condition and circumstances of 
the api}licant as may be 11 ecessary or as is required by rules and 
regulations of the department. The county agency shall decide 
,,,llCtber the applicant is entitled to blind aid and fix the amount 
thereof. Such a.id sban be paid monthly. 

(b) The c)ecision of the agency shall be final unless a 1'1'0-

eeeding for review by the department is taken under section 
49.50 (8) or (9). The agency may, however, after aifording a 
fail' opportunity to the recipient to be heard, revoke o~' modify 
any aiel, as warranted by new information or altered- conditions. 

(7) Any pel'sOli receiving ai0- shall submit to a re-examination 
as to his blindness and furnish other information whenever re
quested so to do by the county agency. 

(8) No blind aiel Rhal! be'payable under this section to any 
perSOll 'for any period with respect to which he is receiving old
age assistance under sections 49.20 to 49.39. 

(9) The county boa.rd shall 8nnnally levy a property tax 
sufficient to pay the aid provided by this section, taking into 
account the available state and federal aid; 

(10) The cOllnty tremml'er fl.nd county agency administrator 
of each eonnty shall monthly certify under oath to the depart
ment in snch manner as tIlC clepartment prescribes, the claim of 
the county for state and federal reimbursement' nnde!' this sec
tion, and jf the department approves it, it shall certify to ,the 
secreta.ry of sta.te for reimbursement to the county 30 per cent 
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of the approved amount paid by the county for blind aid pur
suant to' this, scction, plus federal aid received for such expendi
hues. If the total ·amount clue all CQlllltil;ls exceeds the snm 
appropriatcd by section 20:18(4), thc appropriation shall· be 
prorated by the department among the counties according to 
the amounts due' them. To facilitate prompt reimbursement, the 
cel'tification of the departmcnt may be based upon the certified 
statements of the county officers, provided that any necessary 
audit adjustments' for any month of current or prior fiscal years 
may be made and included ill subsequent certifications. The 
secretary of state 'shall draw his waTl.'ant fortlnvith lor 1'e
"imbursement to the respective counties in acc.ordance with the 
ccrtification of the department. 

SECTION 26. 49.19 of the statutes is creatcd to read: 

AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN 

49.19 Aid to dependent children., (1) (a) A' "dependent 
child" as this term- is usecl in this section is a child undel' the 
age of 16, or under the age of 18 if found by the department 
to be regularly attending school, who has been deprived of par
ental support or care by reason .of the death, continned abscnce 
from the home, ,or incapacity' of 'a pa.rent, and who is living with 
his father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, -brothel', sister, 
stepfathcr, stepmother, stephi'ot.hel', stepsister, uncle 01' aunt in 
a residence maintained by onc 01' more such relathi-~s as his 
or their own home. 

(b) Any person having knowledge that any child is dependent 
upon the public for proper support or that the int.erest of the 
public requires that such child be granted aid may bring the 
facts to the notice of a jndge of a juvenile court or of a county 
court of the county in which the child has a settlement. 

(2) An investigation of the circumstances of the child shall 
be made (which shall include a visit to its home) before granting 
aid. A report upon such investigation shall be made in writing 
and become a part of the record in' the case, 

(3) After the investigation and report, aid may be granted 
to the person having the care and cust.ody of the ·child as the 
best interest of the child requires. 

(4) The aid shall be granted only upon the following condi
tions: 

(a) There must be a dependent ehild who is Hving with the 
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person charged with its care and custody and dependent upon 
the public for proper su!?port and who is under the age of 16 
years (01' under the age of 18 if found by the departmeI(t to 
be regnlarly attending school). Aid may also be granted for 
minors other than to those specified. 

(b) 'I'he child must have a settlement in the county in which 
application is made for aid; but it may with the approval of 
the court, be cared for outside of 'the county while receiving 
aid. For' the purpose of this section the receipt of public aid 
during the year next preceding by any child's family shall not 
bar the child from having settlern'ent in the county. " 

(c) In cas'e all other conditions for g'l'anting aid are satisfied 
except that the child do.es not have a settlement in the county in 
which application is made, aid shali be granted, but only with 
the approval of the department. The amouut paid from county 
funds as ,aid in such eases shall be repaid by the state. For 'the' 
Plll'pOSeS pi this section such aid shall not oper~te to prevent the' 
gaining of a settlement in the county, and shall be chargeable 
to the state only until the child has acquired such settlement. 

(d) The person having such care and custody must be fit and 
proper to h?-ve the same, and the period of aid must be likely 
to continue longer than 3 months. Aid may not be granted to 
the mother or stepmother of a dependent child unless such 
mother or stepmother is without a husband, or the wife of a 
husband who is incapacitated for gainful work by mehtal or 
physical disability, likely to continue for at least 3 months in 
the opinion of a competent physician, or the wife of a hnsband 
who bat3 been sentenced -to a penal institution lor a period of at 
least 3 months, or the wue of a husband who has continuously 
deserted her for 3 or more months, if the husband has been 
legally charged with abandonment, or if the mother or ,steP
mother has been divorced from her husband for a period of at 
least 3 months, dating from the interlocutory order, and' unable 
through usc of the provisions of la.w- to compel her' Tormer hus
band to support the child for whom aid is sought. 

(e) The ownership of a homestead by a person having the 
Cal'e and custody of any dependent child shall ,not prevent the 
gTanting of aid if the cost of maintenance of said homestead 
does not exceed the rental which the family would be obliged' 
to pay' for living quarters. 

(f) Whenever better provisions, public or private, can be made 
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for the care of such dependent child, aid undm: this section 
shall cease, 

(g') Aid shall be granted to a mother during the period ex
tending from 6 months before to 6 months after the birth of 
her child, if her financial circumstances are such as to deprive 
either the mother 01' child of proper caTe. '1'11e aid allowed under\ 
this paragraph may be given in the fOl'll of supplies, nursing, 
medical or other assistance in lieu of money. 

(5) The aid shall be sufficient to enable the person having the 
care and custody .of such chi;Lclrell to care properiy for them. 
'l'he amount granted shall be determined by a budget for the 
family hI which all income as well as expenses shall be considered. 
Such family budget shall pe based on a standard budget, in
cluding the parents 01' other person who may be found eligible 
to receive aid uncleI' subsecHon (1) (.a.), 'which budgiet shall be 
worked out· periodically by the judge PI' agency administering 
such aid and the county board 01' a committee or the board: If 
the county board does not act, the standard budget shall be 
worked out by the judge .01' ag'eney alone. Medical and dental 
aid may bc granted to minor childrcn, the mother and the in
capacitated fathel', as necessar]'. Not to exceed $100 shall be 
allowed to covel' the burial expenses of a dependent cbild 01' its 
parents .. Aiel pnrsuant to this section shall be the only form 
of public assistance granted to the family 'for the benefit of such 
child; and no aid shall continue longer than one year without 
reinvestigation. This subsection does 110t prohibit such public 
assistance as may legitimately accrue directly to persons other 
than the beneficiaries of. tliis section who may reside in the same 
household. 

(6) '1'he judge may require the mother to do such remunera
, tive work as in his jUdgment she can do without detriment to 
her health 01' the neglect of her children or her home; and may 
prescribe the hours 'during' which the mother may work outside 
of her home. 

(7) The county board shall annually appropriate a sum of 
money sufficient to carry out the provisions of this' section. The 
county treasurer shall 'payout the amounts ordered paid under 
this section. 

(8) (a) The county treasurer and county agency adminis
trator shall certify monthly under oath to the department in 
such manner as the department prescribes, the claim of the 



LAWS OF WISCONSIN-Cn, 585 1079 

county for state and federal reimbursement for aid under this 
section, setting' forth separately the amount of aid ·paid in cases 
under subsection (4) (c), th~ amount 1)ai£1 in cases for which no 
federal aid is Tecovel'ablc, and the amount paid in all athel' cases, 

(b) If the department is satisfied that the amount claimed is 
correct and that the aid allowed has been granted in compliance 
with the requirements of this section it shall certify to the see
l'ctal'Y of state the amonnt paid by the county as a.iel in cases 
under snbsection (4) (e) and one-third of the amount paid in 
other cases plus federal aid l'eeeived for such expenditures. If 
the total amount due' to COll11tics from the state under this scc-

, tiori is more than the amount appropriated from state funds 
for aid to dependent children, the department,shall prorate the 
sum l'emaining after pHymellt in fnll of all claims under sub
section (4) (c) among' the varions counties according to the 
amounts due them. 'ro facilitate prompt l'eimbul'semelJ-t the 

'certification of the department may be based upon the certified 
statements of the county officers, provided that any necessary 
audit adjustments £01' any month of current 01' prior ,years may 
be included in subsequent certifications. The secretary of state 

, shall dl'a~vl his warrant forth'with for reimbursement to the re
spective cofmties in accordance wHh the cel'tific~tiol1 of the de-, 
IJa.rtment. In determiJiing the amount available for distribution 
to the counties, one-half of 'the annual appropriation from state 
fumls shall be allotted to each half year, 

(9) If the head of a family is a war veteran and is hospitalized 
or institutionalized because of disabilities in a CO\lUty other than 
that of his residence or settlement' at time of admission, aid shall 
be granted to the dependent children of. such veteran by the 
cOllnty wherein the head of the family had his residence or 
settlement at the time of admission so long as he remains hos~ 
pitalizecl or inf>titutionalized. 

SEcnoN 27, 49,20 of the statutes is created to l:ead: 

OLD-AGE ASSISTANCE 

49,20 COUNTY OLD-AGE ASSISTANCE, For the more hmnane 
care of aged, ~ dependent persons a ~tate system of old-age assis
tance is hereby established, Such system of old,age assistance 
shall be administered in each' connry by the comity judge, under. 
the supervision of the state c1epartnient of .,public welfare. The 
cost of. old-age assistance shall in the first instance be borne by 
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the county, but the county shall be ~lititled to statc and federal 
aid as provided in section 49.38. ' 

SEOTION 28. 49.21 of the statntes is created to read: 
49.21 RECIPIENTS, WHO lliAY BE. (1) Any person who co~

plies with the provisions of sections 49.20 to 49.88 shall be en
titled to financial assistance in old ,age. The amount of such 
old-age assistance shall be fixed with due regard to the conditions 
in each case, but in' no caSe shall it exceed $40 per month. The 
maximum of $40 per month shall be increased to not to exceed 
$50 per month whenever the federal gOy'eplment makes aid 
available' to the states for old-age assistance with repeet to such 
increased maximum. ' 

(2) Any income or resonrces of any. individual 'arising from 
agricultural labor performed by him as an employe, or from 
labor otherwise performed by him in connection with the rais
ing or harvesting of agricultural commodities, 8hR11 not be talren 

, into account in determining lleed in the manner and to the ex
te1?-t such income and l'esonrces are exempted by the federal 
social security act. 

SEOTION 29. 49.22 of the statutcs is created to ~ead: 
49.22 PERSONS ELIGIBLE. Old-age assistance may be gl'avted 

only to a dependent person 'who, 
(1) Has attained the age of ,65 years, This minimum age 

shall be reduced to 60 years whenever the federal government 
makes aid available'to the states for old-age assistance to persons 
between 60 and 65' ycars of age. 

(2) Has resided in the state continuous]y during the year 
immediately preceding the date of application. An applicant 
,'who has resided I~ss than one year in ,Viseonsin may he granted 
Did-age assistance if the state from which he removed his i'esi
dence to Wisconsin grants assistance to any' resident of Wis
consin who has moved to snch state and lived there less than 
one year; provided that olel-age assista.nce may not hc continued 
to exceed one year'to any recipient '~ho removes h,is rcsidence 
to another state. 

(3) Has. no person responsible for his support and ahle to 
support him as provided in section 49.07. 

SECTION 30. 49.23 of the statutcs is created to read: 
49.23 PERSONS INELIGIBLE. Olcl-age assistance shall not be 

granted or paid to a person: 
(1) While or during the time he is an inmate of and receives 
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the necessitie~ of life from any public institution maintained by 
the state or any of its political subdiVisipns, or is an inmate of a 
priv~te ehai'itable, benevolent or fraternal institution or home' 
for the aged,to which ·no admission charge as a life tenant has 
been made; provided that application for old-age assist~nce lllay 
be made while the applicant is an inmate of a coul1ty home, but 
if assistance is granted it shall not begin until he ceases to. be 
an inmate of such home. 

(2) If the value of his propcrty or the value of the combined 
property of husband and wife living together exceeds $5,000. 

(3) Who has deprived himself, directly or indirectly, of any 
properfy for the pin'pose of qualifying for ,",sistance or to 
a,;oid the provisions of c~laPter -49. 

SECTION 31. 49.25 of the statutes is created to read :. 
49.25' ASSISTANCE RECOVERED. On the death of a person who 

has received old-age assistance, the total amount. of sue? assist
ance paid (including' medical and funeral expense paid as old
age ,",sistance) shall be a claim against his estate, but such claim 
shall not take precedence over the allowances under section 

,313.15 or over any claim for institutional care under section 
46.10. TI,e court may disallow such claim or any part thereof 
if satisfied that such disallowance is neccssal'y to provide for' the 
maintellancc or support of a/snrviving spouse or -mi:qol' or in
capacitated adult childrcn, and ,thereupon the claim shall be 
w~ived to the extent of the amount disallowed and assigned to 
such spouse 01' children for maintenance or support. ':Phe net 
amount recovered pursuant to this section or section 49.26 shall 
be paid to the United States, the state and its. political subdivi
sions, in the proportion in which they' respectively contributed to 
such .old-age assistance. The county 'agency of the county from 
which the deceased b~ncficiary received old-age assistance shall 
ille the claim hercin provided, 

SEOTION 32.' 49.26 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.26 'llRaNSFEH OF PROPERTY; LIENS ON REAI.J PROPER'l'Y. (1) 

PERSONALTY AND FOREIGN REALTY. If the county 
agency deems it necessary, it may' require as a condition to a 
g'rant of assistance that I a~l or ariy part of an applicant '8 personal 
property (except that mentioned in scction 272.18 (6), and cash 
or loan value not in excess of $1,000 in a policy of insurance) 
and real property not situated in Wisconsin be transferred to the 
county agency, except that in counties having a popUlation of 
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500,000 and having a nla~ager of county institutions such 
property shall be trans£erl~ec1 to such manager. The property 
shall be managed by the county ag'cncy or said manager, who 
shall pay the net income to those entitled thereto. The county 
agency or said manager may'sell, lca.se 01' transfer the property, 
or defend and pro~ecute all actions concel'llilig it, and pay all 
just claims against it, and do all other things necessary for the 
protection, prei:>ervation and management of the property. No. 
perSOll shall be denied olel-age assistance on the ground that he 
has cash or lo.an vahle not in excess of $1,000 in a policy of }n-
811l'ance.' 

(2) RETURN OF EXCESS. If old-age assistance is dis
continued during the life of the beneficiary and the property 
thus trfmsferred excccds thc total amount of assistance pai~l (in
cluding medical expense paid as old-ag'e assistance), the excess 
of such property shall, be returned to the beneficiary; and hl the 
event of-his death such exce'ss,-less funeral expenses paid_as 01cl
ag'e ass~stance, shall be considered the property of the beneficiary 
for administration proceedings. The county ag'cllcy or manager 
shall execute and deliver all necessary instruments to give effect 
to this subsection. 

(3) DISTRIC'l' AT'l'ORNEY, DUTIES AND I"EES. The 
district, attorllcy shall take the necesHary proceec1iug'f-i Hnd l'epl'e
se:nt the county in- respect h~ (lny matters under this section. 
The county court in -which the estClte is probatcd may authol'ir,c 
the payment of a fee of ] 0 per cent but not in excess of $50 fo1' 
the services of the district attorney which fee shall he paid into 
the county treasury. No fee 'shall be authol'i7.cd to an}r county 
employe for services as est~lte administrator. The county agency 
and the district attorney shall repo1't to the county board at its 
November meeting 'concerning collections made and estates ,pend
ing, '1'he county board may authorize the d5strict attorney to 
act for the county generally to collett old-age assistance liens and, 

"claims, and claims for hospitalhmtion, institutional- care and 
general poor relief. It ma}~ authorize him to compromise the 
payment of any snch claim, with the approval or such judge, 
officer 01' agency or of such cOlllmittee of the county board as 
the board designates, but such c'ompromise shall be made only 
-when the collection of the full amount would produce undue 
hardship upon the debtor or the debt is uncollectible. Any 
compromise made before July 15, 1948, which would be valid if 
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made pursuant to these provisions for c0.lnpl'omise of claim is 
hereby validated. 

(4) CERTllCICATE OF LIEN, FILING. All old-age as
sistance paid to any beneficiary (including medical and funeral 
expell"se paid as -old-age assistance) constitutes a lien as hereafter 
provided and remains a lien until satisfied. V\Then old-age as
sistance is granted, the name and residence of the beneficiary, 
the amount of assistance granted, the date ·when granted, the 
naIne of the county, and such othe~> information as the depart
ment requires, sha1,1 be entered Oll a certificate, the fOTm of 
'''hich sha11 be prescribed by the department. '1'ho county 
agency shall file :'mch cCl'tificat'c) or a copy thereof, in the office 
oi'the'register of deeds of every county in, which real property 
of the beneficiRry is situated, 

(5) LIEN, COVERAGE, EXCEPTIONS. Upon such filing 
the lien herein imposed attaches to all. real property of the 
beneficiary presently owned or subsequently acquil'ed (including' 
joint tenancy and homestead interests) in any county in which 
such certilicate is filed fOl' any amount paid 01' thereafter paid 
uncler sections- 49,20 to 49.38, and remain such lien until satis-' 
fied, The county court may order sale of such realty free and 
clear of the lien and the lien shall attach to the net proceeds- of 

-slich sale after taxes, p:dor encumbrances and the costs, of the 
sale have been deductecl. Such lien shall take priority over any 
lien or conveyance subsequently acquh'cd, made or recorded 
except tax liens and except that the amounts allowed, by court 
in the estate of any deceased beneficiary and remaining unpaid 
after all funds and personal propc~t:Y. in the estate have been 
applied according' to law, for administration and funeral expense, 
for hospitalization, nursing and professional medical ,care fur
nished such decedent during his last sickness, not to exceed $300 
in the aggregate, shall be charges against all l'eal property of 
snch deceased upon which an old-age assistance lien has attached, 
and which in such ol'der sl,mll be paic1.:-md satisfied prior to such 
lien out of the proceeds derived from such 1'e,a1, property upon 
liquidation of such old-age assistance lien. The certificate need 
not be recorded at length by the registei' of deeds, bnt upOli the 
filing' thereof all persons are hereby charged with notice of the 
lien and of the rights of the cOUllty. 

(6) REGTS1'ER OF DEEDS, INDEX, FEES. The register 
of deeds shall keep a separate book, properly indexed, in which 
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shan be entered an abstract of every ccrtificate so filed which 
shan show .the time of filing, the name and residence of the 
beneficia.ry, the date of the certificate, ,~he name of the grantor 
cOllnty, and a record of releases and ·satisfactions. No fee shall 
be charged for filing such yertificate or thc entry of the abstract 
thereoT except in counties wherein the register of deeds is com
pensated otherwise than hy salary, and in such counties a fce 
of.25 cents shall be paid to the register of deeds by the county 
filing the certificate. 

(7) LIENS,ENFORCEMENT. Such liens shall be enforce
able by the county filing the certificate after transfer of title of 
the real propert3T by conveyance, 'sale, succession, inheritance or I 

will, in the manuel' provided for the enforcement of meclwuics' 
liens upon real, property. No such lien and no claim under sec
tion 49.25 'shall be enforced against the homestead of thc .bene
£iciary while it is occupied by a surviving ?pouse or bi any sur
viving' minor children, or any incapacitated adult chilclreh of 
the behe.ficiary. 

(8) LIENS, RELEASE: 'When the county agency of the 
lienor county is satisfied that collection of the amount paid as 
old-age assistance will not thereby be jeopardized or that the 
release of the lien in whole or III part is necessary to provide -for 
the ma.intenance of the beneficiary, his spouse, 01'- minor children, 
or incapacitated adult child, it may release the lien as to all or 
any part of the real property of the beneficiary, which release 
shan be filed in the office of the. register of deeds of the county 
in which the certificate is filed. The beneficiary, his heirs, per
sonal representatives or assigns may discharge such lien at any 
time by paying the' amount thereof to the treasnrer of the propel' 
county Who, with the approval of the county agency, shall execute 
a satisfaction which shall be filed with the register of deeds. 

(9) LIENS, LIC~UIDA'l'ION. The county board may author
ize any county agency or official to bid in property ,at foreclosure 
uncleI' this section at a price -not to exceed the amount of the 
claim for assistance, which claim or any part thereof may be 

"applied as a credit on such a bid, or such agency or official mflY 
accept a conveyance in lien of foreclosure. Title to property 
acquired u11der this section' vests in such agency for the purpose 
of liquidation, and lIlay be sold and title tramferrec1 by j( with
.out reg'anl to section 59.67. In the event the' county acquires 
such property, payment as provided by section 49.25 shall not 
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be made until tbe property is sold and payment thereon shall be 
based on the salc price. 

(10) IJIENS, TAXES AND REPAIRS. '1'he connty agency 
may fr0111 its appropriation for old-age Rssistance make and pay 
for necessary and essential repairs or purchase tax certificates 
on property on which the county has ali old-age assistance lien, 
and such expenclitul'es sha.ll be deducted and returned to the 
appropriation as a priority in detm'mining the net amount re
covered to be shared by the federal, 'state, and county govern
ments unclel' sectio11 49.25. 

SECTION 33. 49.27 of the statutes is created to read: 
. 49.27 ApPLICA1'ION FOR AssIs'rANcE. An applicant for old

age aBsistance shall file his, sworn application in writing with 
the ,county in which he resides, in snch manner and form as shall 
be prescribed by the department. If a person receiving' old-age 
assistance goes to another county to reside in a private, charitable, 
benevolent or fraternal -institution 01' home fOl' the aged and 
continues to be eligible fo), old-age assistance nnder section 49.23 
(1) while therein re;sidillg, he shall conti.nue to receive his as
s~stance fro111 the county paying the same at the time he moved 
unless ,he has a settlement jn the county in which the institution 
or home is located. 

SECTION 34. 49.28 of the statutes 'is created to read: 
49.28 INVESTIGATION. Every application shall bc promptly 

investigated. Grants shall be reinvestigatec1 as often as neces
sary and at least once each year. All investigations shall be re
ported in writing and appropriately filed. 

SECTION 35. 49.29 of th,e statutes is created to read: 
49.29 CER.'l'IFICATE, CONDI'l'IONS, REv-ocA'rION, RECOVERY OF 

EXCESS. 
(1) A certificate shall be issued to each applicant when oJd

age assistmice is 1'Jllmved stating the date upon which payments 
shall 'commence and the ~monnt of each monthly instalment. 

(2) Each beneficiary shall file such reports as the department 
may require. If it appeal'S at, any time tha't ~~e heneficiary's . 
circumstances have changed his .certificate may be lllodifien or 
revoked. Any sum paid in excess of the amollut clue shall .be 
returned to the couJ;lty and may be recovered as a debt due the 
county. 

SECTI~N 36. 49.30 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.30 FUNERAL EXPENSES. On the death of a beneficiary 
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reasonable 'funeral expenses shall be paid to such persons as the 
c~unty illdge directs; pl'ovidcd, that these expenses do not ex
ceed $iOO and that the estate of the dcceaseel is insufficient to 
defray these expenses. 

SIOCTION 37. 49.in of the statntes is created to read: 
49.31 :MEDICAL AND SURGIOAL ASSIS'11A;CJTI. Unless the old-ag'8 

assistance is prorated pmsuant to section 49.38 (2), no benefi~ 
cial'Y shall during the continuance of old-age assistance receive 
any other relief from the state or from any political subdivision 
t4e1'80f except for medical and. 'surgical' assistance. 

SEO'l'ION 38, 49.3,2 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.32 PAYMENTS EXEMPT FROM LEVY. ' All amounts received 

as old-age assistance shall be exempt from every tax, and from 
execution, garnishment, attachment, 01' any other process what
soever and shall be inalienable. 

SEO'l'ION 39. 49.33 of the statutes is crcated to read: 
49.33 SPECIAL INQUIRY. If there is a reason to believe that 

a certificate has been improperly obtaincd a special inquiry shall 
be made, and payment may be suspended pending the inquiry. 
If on inquil'y it appears that the certificate was improperly ob
tained, it shall be canceled; but if it appears that it was pl'operly 
obtained the suspended instalments shall be paid . 

.sECTION 40. 49.34 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.34 FRAUDS PUNISHED. Any person who by means of a 

wilfully iaJse statement, representation, impersonation, 01' other 
fl'adulent device, obtai'ns, or atteml)ts to obtain, or aids or abets 
any person to obtain a certificate to which he is' not entitled, a 
larger allowance than that to which he ;s justly entitled, payment 
of any forfeited insta1ment grant, or aids or abets in buying 
or in any way disposing of the property of a beneficiary without 
the consento£ the ,county agency, shall be fined not more than 
$500, or imprisoned not more than one year, or be- plmished ,by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

SECTION 41: 49.35 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.35 GENERAL PENALTY. (1) Any person who violates any 

provision of sections -49:21 to 49.38, for which no penalty if? 81)8- I 

cificallypl'ovided, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $500 
or to imprisonment not exceeding one year, 0'1' both. 

(2) When a beneficiary is convicted undel' this section his 
certificate may be canceled. 
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SECTION 42. 49.36 of the statutes is created to read: 
: 49.36 EFFEOT OF CONVICTION 0]<' OFFENSE. If a beneficiary 

is convicted of any offense, pllllishabl~ by imprisonment for one 
month or longer, payments shall not be made during the period 
of ilnprisop.ment. 

SECTION 43. 49.37 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.37 COUNTY ApPROPRIATION, DISBURSEMF.NT OF FUNDS, RE

IMBURSEMENO"OF COUNTY. (1) The county board shall annually 
appropriate a sum of money sufficient to carry out the provisions 
of sections 49.20 to 49.38, taking into account the money eX
pected to be received during the ensuing year as state and fed
eral aid. Upon the orders of the county judge, theconnty treas
urer shall pay outthe'amonnts ordercd to be paid as old-age 
assistance. ' ' 

(2) The county board may cause each municipality to re
imburse the county for all amonnts paid in old-age assistance to 
pe:rsolls having a settlement therein, less the amounts received 
by the county from the state and federal governments pursuant 
to section 49.38. If tlle county board has taken such action the 
county clcrk shall make ,a report to the board at its annual 
Novemhel' meeting' showing in detaH t.he amounts which are 
chargeable to eacll municipality, and the board at such meeting 
shall determine the amount to be raised and paid by each mlinici
palityto reimburse the connty. 

(3) The colinty clerk shall charge the amonnt so determined 
to sueh municipality and shall certify the same to the municipal 
clerk. Each municipality shall RnunalIy levy a tax sufficient to 
meet such charges, and shall pay to the county the amount so 
certified. Such tax shall be a county spccial tax for tax settle
ment purposes but the municipality '~han pay t.~ the connty on 
or before Ma.rch 22 in each year the percentage of such, tax: actu
ally collected, which percentage shan be dctermined by applying 
the ratio, of collection of its entire tax roll excepting special 
assessments and taxes Jevied pursuant to section 59.96 to the 
amollnt of such county special tax. 

SEOTION 44. 49:38 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.38 STA'l'E AID: REIl1BURSEMENT "0 COUNTY. (1) The 

connty treasurer and county agency acllJ?-inistl'ator shall monthly 
certify under oath, to 'the c1ep~rtment, in snch manncr as t1le 
department prescribes, the claim of the county for state and 
federal reimbursement of aid paid under sections 49.20 to 49.38. 
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If the department is satisfied that the amount claimed has actu
ally been expended in accordance with sections 49.20' to <19.38, it 
shall certify to the secretary of state 30 pel' cent of the approved 
amount paid by each county plus feder,al aiel received .fmt' snch 
expenditures. To facilitate prnmpt reimbursement the' ceJltifica:~ 
tion of the department may be' based npon the certified state
ments of the county offic~l's, provided that any necessary audit 
adjustments for any month of current or prior fiscal years may 
be included in subsequent certifications. 

(2) The secretary of state shall forthwith draw his warrant 
for reimbursement to the counties in accordance with the cel:
tificationof the department. If the total amount payable to all 
counties exceeds the amount available llucler the appropriation 
made in section 20.18 (5), the department shall prorate the 
amount available among the counties accor<;lillg to the amount 
paid out by each. Whenever the department prorates- the amOllut 
available to the various counties, the cOl1Ilties in the next followM 
ing month may prorate ~o the recipients of old-age assistance such" 
proportion of the amount al10wed as the amount paid, by tl~e 

state bears to the full amount due itom the state. 

SECTION 45. 49.39 of the statutes is created to read: 
49.39 S'1'ATE AID TO COUNTIES. Any county which is :finan

cially unable to fully perform its duties under sections 49.18 
to 49,38 may' make application to the department for financial 
assistance to e~lable it to perform such duties. -. Beforc maJ\:;ing a 
determination upon the application, the department shall hold 
hearing's, investig'ate and obtain 01' rcceiye l)roof as to total 
indebteclness, and'tax levy limitations, .cash on hanel, anticipated 
re,i-enues frOlU all SOlll'CeS, -l'easOlHJ-.bleness of amQunts of ih~ ex
penditures and necessity thcl'efor, tax delinquencies, rcasonable
ness of valuation for taxation purposes, and such othel: £'actoTs 
not enumerate_d which are probative of 'the applicant'A fina,ncial 
condition, If the departmellt is satisfied that the appHcant's 
financial condition is sueh that {t 'cannot provide money Ior such 
forms of public. assistance, the department shall ccrtify to the 
secretary of state for payment to the applicant out of the ap
propriations provided by section 20.18 (9) an-'amollnt which 
will, together with money that the applicant can provide, be 
Rufficient to enable the applicant to properly perform its cluth~s. 
N(i} such payment shall be made miless the department's certifica
tion is approved by the emergency board. The depa.rtm~nt 
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shall fix the time and place of hearing, issue subpoenas, take 
testimony and ma.ke rea'sauable i'ules and regulations which are 
neceSSal''y to enable it to effectively perform its duties under 
this section. 

SECTION .46. 49,50 of the statutes is created to read:. 

ADlIiINISTRATION OF SEOURITY AIDS 

49.50 STATE SUPERVISION. (1) PLANS AND REOORDS. 
The department shall supervise the administration of old-age 
assistance, aid to dependent children and blind aid. The de
partment shail submit to the feelcral authorities state plan; for 
the adJliinistl'atj~1l of these forms of public assistance in such 
form and cOlltai:o.ing' such information 'as the fecleral authorities 
require and shall comply with all requirements prescribed to 
insure t1le correctness. All records of the department'l'elating 
to' these forms of public assistance shaH be open to inspection, 
at all reasonable 110111'8, bY'1'cpre8elltatives of the federal govel'll
ment. 8neh merit 'system status as any employe may have on 
the effective date of this section (1945) shall not be deemed 
changed 01' interhlptecl by the provisions hereof. 

(2) RULES AND REGULATIONS, MERIT SYSTEM. The 
department shall a'dopt r111e8 and-regulations, liot -in conflict with 
law, for the efficient administration of these forms of public 
a~sistance, in agreement with the requhement for federal aid, 
including the,establishment and maintenance of p,ersonnel stand-' 
ards_ on·a merit basis. The provisions of this section relating 
to personnel standards on a merit -basis snpersede any h~con
sistgnt provisions of any law relating to county personnel. " 
, (3) PERSONNEIJ EXAMINATIONS. State-wide examina

tions to ascertain qualifications of applicants in any county de-
11artment administering 'old-age assi-;tance, aid to dependent 
children or blind aid shall be given by the state bureau of per
sonnel. The lJlureau shall be reimbursed for actual expenditures 
on account of such' ex.mninations from the appropriatiops avail
able to the department for administrative expenditures. 

(4) PERSONNEL LISTS. All persons who are q'ualified as 
a result of examinations shall be certified to the counties in which 
they reside at the t]me~ of examination i if th-ere are no ,resident 
qualifieel persons for any class of positions on the list certified 
to the county, appointments shall be made from available lists 
without regard to resielenee within the county. 



1090 LA WS OF WISCONSIN-CR. 585 

(5) COUNTY PERSONNEL SYSTEMS. In counties hav
ing a civil service system, the department may delegate to the 
civil service agency in such county responsibility for cletel'minipg 
qualifications of applicants by mOl'it examination, provided the 
standards of qualifications and examinations have been approved 
by the agency and the state bU\'eau of personnel. The personnel 
in such c'onnties shall be exempt from such re-examination pro
vided such personnel bas qualified for prescnt positions by exam
inations conducted PIll'suant to standards acceptable to the de
partment. 

(6) DEPARTMENT TO ADVISE COUNTIES .. The de
partment shall advise all county officer'>. charged with the ad
ministration of such laws of these requirements and shall render 
all possible assistance in securing compliance therewith, includ
ing the prcparation of necessary blanks and reports. 'l'he de
partment shall also publish such information as it deems advis
able to acquaint persons entitled to public assistance and the 
l?ublic generally with the laws governing the same. 

(7) COUNTIES TO OBSERVE REGULATIONS AND 
KEEP RECORDS. All county officers and employes perform
ing any duties in ,connection with the administration of these 
forms of public assistance shall observe all rules and regulations 
promulg'ated by the departmcnt pursuant to subsection (2). and 

. shall keep such records and furnish such rcports as the depart
ment requires in relation to their performance o.£' such duties. 
All records relating to the administration of these forms of public 
assistance shall be open to inspection at all reasonable h01lTS, 

by the department and any authorized employe thereof or by 
any authorized representative of the federal government. 

(8) FAIR HEARING AND REVIEW. Any person whose 
application for any of these forms,of assistance is not acted upon 
by the county agency within a reasonable time after the filing 
of the application, or is denied in whole or in part, or whose 
award is modified Or canceled, may petition the department for 
a review of, such act.ion. The deI1artment shall, upon receipt of 
such a petition, give the applicant or i'ecipient reasonable notice 
and opportunity for a fair hearing. The department, may make 
such additional investigation, as it may deem necessary. Nqtice 
of the hearing shall be given to the applicant and to the county 
clerk; and the county shall be entitled to be represented at such 
hearing. The department shall render its decision as soon as 
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possible after the hearing. and slrall send a certified copy of its 
decision to the applicant, the county clerk and tile county officer 
charged with administration of such assistance., 'rhe decision 
of the department shall have the same effect as an order of the 
county officer charged with tile administration of such form of 
assistance., . Such decision shall be final, but may be 'revokcd or 
modified as .altered conditions may require. 

(9) HEARING TO INSURE PROPER ADlYIINISTRA
TION. TJ;16 departmcnt may at any timc terminate payment 
of state or federal aid on any grant of old-age assistance, aid to 
dependent children or blind aid which may have been improperly 
allm,rec1 01: ~hich is no longel'_ warranted due to altered condi
tions. Such action shall be taken only after thorough investi
gation arid after fair notice and hearing'. Such notice shall be 
given ,to the recipient of the assistance,. the ':county clerk, and 

, the county officer charged with tlie administration of such assis
tance, and their .statements may be presented either orally 01' 

, in writing, or by counsel. Any decision of the department ter
minating the payl)lent of state and federal aid shall be trans
mitted to the county treasurer, and after receipt of such notice 
he shall not include any payments thereafter made in such case 
in the certiiied statement of the expenditures of the county for 
which state or federal aid is claimed. ' 

SEOTION 47. 49.51 of the statutes is created to read:. 
49.51 COTJNn ADMINISTRA'rroN. (1) COUNTY OFFICERS 

AND AGENCIES. The coimty administration of all laws re
lating to old-age assistance, aid to dependent children and blind 
aid shall be vested in the officers and agencies designated ,in the· 
statutes. The county board lll'fl.y provide assistants for such of
ficers and agencies and prescribe their qualifications and fix their 
compen~ation jlll conformity, with the rules and regulations of 
the department as provided in section 49.50 (2). 

(2) (a) Admi"istm#on in pop'IIlm,. counties. In counties 
having' a population Of 500,000 the county board may by ·ordi
nanceestablish a county department of public welfare to consist 
of 5 members to be appointed by the board, at least 3 of which 
members shall be members of the county board. Such department· 
shall administer anyone or more of the following forms of public 
af;lsistance: Old~age assistance, aid to dependent children and 
blind aid, as the county determines. The investig'ational depart
ments for these respective forms of assistance, e¥isting in such 
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county at the effective date 0'1. this se~tion, may contillue under 
the county department of public welfare, as the county board 
may determine. . rrhc county depal'tment of public welfare, in 
conformity with the rules ancl regulations of the state depart
ment, as provided in section 49.50 (2) shall appoint an admin
istrator and necessal'Y assistants pursuant to the county civil 
service law, such appointees to receive such salaries as the county 
department may fix. The county board may at any time by 
ordinance discontinue the county departm~nt of public welIaTe 
and provide that the a(lministration of all such forms of-public 
assistance shall be returned to th,e county court and such other 

- agencies as administered such laws prior to October 10, 1935. 
(b) Co""ty departments. In counties containing a popula

tion of less than 500,000, the eountr board may by ordinance 
provide' for a. county pension department with such personnel, 
qualifications, 'duties and cOIDl)ensatioll as the county board may' . 
determine in conformity with the rules a.nd reglliations of the 
depa1-tluent as provided in section 49.50. The county depart
ment shall admblister within such county all laws relating to 
old-age assistance, aid to dependent children and blinclaid, or 
any or all of such forms of assistance, /The creation of such 
county pensiol?- depm'tmont. shall not prevent the discontinuance 
thereof by subsequent adoption of an ordinance reinstating the 
prior method of administering such forms of assistance, 

.(3) REIMBURSEMEN'l'. (a) Bcimb,wsemcnt of pMsonne! 
expenses. The state shall reimburse the counties for expendi
tures incurre(l for personnel employed in the administration of 
old-age assistance, aid to dependent ehildrcn, and blind aid, to 
an amount not exceeding 4 pcr cent of the total paiel by each 
such' county to beneficiaries of these forms of a.ssistance j pro
vided, that if the appropriation in section 20.18 (6) (a) is in- . 
sufficient for ,the payment in full of the amounts due the counties 
under this provision such appropriation shall be pl'orated. 

(b) Beirnb,wscrnent of atiministration eXl)Onscs. The state 
shall also reimburse the counties 25' pel' eent of the expenditures 
incurred in the administration of old-age assistance, aid to de
pendent children, anel aiel to the blind, and for related welfare 
services performed by a county agency administering snch, aids 
in co-operation with or at the i'oquest of the state department 
pursuant to express authorization; provided, that if the appro- ~ 

priatiOll in section 20.18 (6) (b) is insufficient for the payment in 
, -
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full of the amOl)nts due the counties under this provision such 
appropriation shall be prorated. 

(c) Revmbmsements made monthly. Payment of the state aid 
for administration under this section shall be made monthly on 

. certification of the state department of public welfare, at the 
same time and ill the same manner as state and' federal aid for, 
old-age assistance, aid to dependcnt children .and aid to the blind. 

(4) PRORATION WHEN STATE APPROPRIATIONS 
ARE INSUFFICIENT. Wbenever the state prorates tbe ap
propriations for state aid for old-ag·e assistance, aid to dependent 
cbildren, and blind aid among the counties, the connti<)ll may 
reduce the amounts allowed to the beneficiaries in the following 
month, by the amount of the sfate and federal aid nnpaid. Such 
reduction shall be made on a pro rata basis and shall apply 
until the state and federal aid is paid in full. The amountun
paid b)' the state as determined with .respect to amounts actually 
expended b)' the counties for any of thesc forms of public asc 

sistance shall remain as a charge against the state. 
(5) ALTERNATIVE OFFICIAL DESIGNATIONS. The 

use of the wOl~ds "COUll.ty court", ((county judge", or "juvenile 
judge J' in any statute relatip.g to old-age assistance, aid to de~ 
pendent childrcn, and blind aid, unless the context indicates 
othel'IVise, meanS the county conrt, county judge, juvenile j~~p-ge, 
county department of public welfare, or CO\1Jlty pension depart
ment, wllichcver has been designated by the county board ll]lder 
this section to administer assistance ,and aid in the county}.) 

SECTION 48. 49.53 of the "tatutesis created to read: " 
49.53 Limitation on g,:ving information; department ':1,les. 

The usc or c1iscl~sul'e of information concel~ning applicants~~md 
recipients for any purpose not connected with the administration 
of aid to dependent children, blind aid and old-age assistance 
is prohibited. The department shall in conformity with the 
federal s~cial security act and rules or regulations made pUl·
sua11t thereto adopt rules and regulations restricting the use 
and disclosure of information concerning such applicants and 
recipients to become effective 't~pon publication in the official 
state papcr, and copies thereof shall be filed with the secretaI'), of 
state and county clerks:. Any person violating'- this section or 
any rule or regula.tion promulgated -hereunder shall be pun~ 
isbec1 by a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $500 or by 
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imprisonment nqt less than 10 days nor more than one year, or 
by both fine and imprisonmcnt. 

Approved "in part and ,retoed in part; vetoed portions over
ridden, September 6, 1945. 

,No. 513, S,] , [Published September 28, 1945. 

CHAPTER 536. , , 

AN ACT to repel nnintended repeals, reconcile confiicts, rennm
bel' for better location, correct references, correct errors, sup
ply omissions, clarify language, repeal obsolete provisions and 
eliminate duplications in, or caused by, the various dcts of 
the, 1945 session of the legislature, the acquisition of war sur
plus property and making' an appropriation, ,,' 

The people qf the state of Wisconsin, "ep,'esented in senate and 
assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. 6,32 (2a) is repealcd, 
SEOTION 2. 14,30 (16), as amended by chapter 16, laws of 

1945, is amended to read: I 

14.30 (16) Rcceive, examine, determine and audit claims, duly 
certified and approved by the state, department of public wel
fare, from the, county clerk of any county in behalf of such 
county, wllich are presented for payment to reimburse such 
county for certain expenses. incurred 01' paid by it on and after 
July I, 1937, in reference to all matters growing out of the return 

I of escaped convicts, from \he state prison, '*' .* '*' state re
formatory and the * * ", WisconsVn home for women" If 
the secretary of state shall find such claims 'correct ,and just he 
shall draw his warrant upon the state treasurer and the treas
urer shall pay the amount directed in the warrant and as directed 
and out of the appropriation provided therefor. '1'he secretary 
of state may prescribe, the form of claim and the information 
required therein. Expenses as ,herein used shall only include 
such amounts as were necessarily incurred and actually paid 
and shall be no more than thelcgitimate cost would be to any 
other county had the offense or crime occurred therein. Any 
incarceration pending arraignment and all commitments prior 
to the final disposition of the prisoner charged with any offense 
or crime referred to in sections 53,01 (2), • :' • 54.01 (4) 


