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December 23, 1971

CHAPTER 157, Laws of 1971

AN ACT to amend 247.24 and 247.25; and to create 247.24 (3) of the
statutes, relating to custody and support of children affected by
actions affecting marriage.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate
and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 247.24 of the statutes is amended to read:

24724 (1) In rendering a judgment of annulment, divorce or
legal separation, the court may make such further provisions therein
as it deems just and reasonable concerning the care, custody
maintenance and~ education of the minor children of the parties, an
give the care and custody of the children of such marriage to one of
the parties to the action, or say, if the interest of any such child
demands it, and if the court finds either that the parents are
unable to adequately care for any such child or are not fit and
proper persons to have the care and custody thereof, may declare
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such child a dependent and give the care and custody of such child
to a relative (as defined in ch. 48) of the child, a county agency
specified in s. 48.56 (?, a licensed child welfare agency, or the
epartment of health and social services. The charges for such care
shall be pursuant to the procedure under s. 48.27.

{2) Whenever the welfare of any such child will be promoted
thereby, the court granting such judgment shall always have the
power to change the care and custody of any such child, either by
giving it to or taking it from such parent, relative or agency, pro-
vided that no order changing the custody of any childg sgall be
entered until after notice of such application has been given the
parents of such child, if they can be found, and also to the rela-
tive or agency that then has the custody of such child.

SECTION 2. 247.24 (3) of the statutes is created to read:

24724 (3) In determining the parent with whom a child shall
remain, the court shall consider all facts in the best interest of
the child and shall not prefer one parent over the other solely on
the basis of the sex of the parent.

SECTION 3. 247.25 of the statutes is amended to read:

24725 The court may from time to time afterwards, on the
petition of either of the  parties and upon notice to the family
court commissioner, revise and alter such judgment concerning the
care, custody, maintenance and education of any of the children, and
make a new judgment concerning the same as the circumstances of the
parents and the benefit of the children shall require. Any _change
take __into consideration _the _earming capacity of each parent and the
parent's spouse, if any.




