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1973 Assembly Bill 235 Date published:
April 26, 1973

CHAPTER 19, Laws of 1973

AN ACT to amend 66.60 (1), (5), (6), (7), (8) (d), (12) (1) and (18) of the statutes,
relating to special assessments and charges by towns.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do enact
as follows:

SECTION 1. 66.60 (1), (5),(6), (7, (8)(d), (12) (a) and (18) of the statutes are
amended to read:

66.60 (1) (a) As a complete alternative to all other methods provided by law, any
city, town or village may, by resolution of its governing body, levy and collect special
assessments upon property in a limited and determinable arca for special benefits
conferred upon such property by any municipal work or improvement; and may provide
for the payment of all or any part of the cost of the work or improvement out of the
proceeds of such special assessments.

{b) The amount assessed against any property for any work or improvement which
does not represent an exercise of the police power shall not exceed the value of the
benefits accruing to the property therefrom, and for those representing an exercise of
the police power, the assessment shall be upon a reasonable basis as determined by the
governing body of the city, town or village.

(5} The cost of any work or improvement 1o be paid in whole or in part by special
assessment on property may include the direct and indirect cost thercof, the damages
occasioned thereby, the interest on bonds or notes issued in anticipation of the
collection of the assessments, a reasonable charge for the services of the administrative
staff of the city, town or village and the cost of any architectural, engineering and
legal services, and any other item of direct or indirect cost which may reasonably be
attributed to the proposed work or improvement. The amount to be assessed against
all property for any such proposed work or improvement shall be apportioned among
the individual parcels in the manner designated by the governing body.
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(6) If any property deemed benefited shall by reason of any provision of law be
exempt from assessment therefor, such assessment shall be computed and shall be paid
by the city, town or village.

(7) Upon the completion and filing of the report required by sub. (3) the city,
town or village clerk shall cause notice to be given stating the nature of the proposed
work or improvement, the general boundary lines of the proposed assessment district
including, in the discretion of the governing body, a small map thereof, the place and
time at which the report may be inspected, and the place and time at which all persons
interested, or their agents or attorneys, may appear before the governing body or
committee thereof or the board of public works and be heard concerning the matters
contained in the preliminary resolution and the report. Such notice shall be published
as a class | notice, under ch. 985, in the city, town or village and a copy of such notice
shall be mailed, at least 10 days before the hearing or proceeding, to every interested
person whose post-office address is known, or can be ascertained with reasonable
diligence. The hearing shall commence not less than 10 and not more than 40 days
after such publication.

(8) (d) The city, town or village clerk shall publish the final resolution as a class |
notice, under ch. 985, in the assessment district and a copy of such resolution shall be
mailed to every interested person whose post-office address is known, or can be
ascertained with reasonable diligence.

{12) (a) If any person having an interest in any parcel of land affected by any
determination of the governing body, pursuant to subs. sub. (8) (c), (10) or (11), fecls
himself aggrieved thereby he may, within 90 days after the date of the notice or of the
publication of the final resolution pursuant to sub. (8) {d), appeal therefrom to the
circutl court of the county in which such property is situated by causing a written
notice of appeal to be served upon the clerk of such city, town or village and by
executing a bond to the city, town or village in the sum of $150 with 2 sureties or a
bonding company to be approved by the city, town or village clerk, conditioned for the
faithful prosecution of such appeal and the payment of all costs that may be adjudged
against him. The clerk, in case such appeal is taken, shall make a brief statement of
the proceedings had in the matter before the governing body, with its decision thereon,
and shall transmit the same with the original or certified copies of all the papers in the
matter to the clerk of the circuit court.

(18) The governing body of any city, town or village may, without any notice or
hearing, levy and assess the whole or any part of the cost of any municipal work or
improvement as a special assessment upon the property specially benefited thereby
whenever notice and hearing thereon is in writing waived by all the owners of property
affected by such special assessment,




