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1993  WISCONSIN  ACT  140

AN ACT to amend 7.08 (2) (a), 8.10 (2) (b), 8.15 (5) (a), 8.20 (2) (a) and 8.21; and to create 5.02 (12m) of the statutes,
relating to: authorization for candidates to substitute nicknames for legal names or initials on election ballots.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION  1.  5.02 (12m) of the statutes is created to
read:

5.02 (12m)  “Nickname” means a familiar or short-
ened form of a proper name by which an individual is
commonly known.

SECTION  1m.  7.08 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended
to read:

7.08 (2) (a)  As soon as possible after the closing date
for filing nomination papers or after the canvass of the
primary vote, but no later than the deadlines established
in s. 10.06, transmit to each county clerk a certified list
of all candidates on file in its office for which electors in
that county may vote.  The list shall designate the order
of arrangement and contain each candidate’s first name,
middle initial or initials and last name, unless the candi-
date on his or her nomination papers or declaration of
candidacy specifies that the middle initial be deleted, that
a full middle name or former legal surname be substituted
for the middle initial or, that an initial be substituted for
the candidate’s first name or that a nickname be substi-
tuted for a first or middle name or for a first initial or
middle initial or initials, but no other abbreviations, nick-
names or titles are permitted.  The list shall also include
each candidate’s residence and post–office address; the
office for which the person is a candidate; and, the party
or principle the candidate represents, if any, in 5 words or
less.  Names of candidates nominated under s. 7.38 (3) or
8.35 shall be certified by the board upon filing of the nec-
essary papers with it.  At any time prior to an election, the

board may transmit an amended certification if a candi-
date dies or is determined not to qualify for ballot place-
ment.

SECTION  2.  8.10 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to
read:

8.10 (2) (b)  Each nomination paper shall have sub-
stantially the following words printed at the top:

I, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert
candidate’s last name plus first name, nickname or initial,
and middle name, former legal surname, nickname or
middle initial or initials if desired, but no other abbrevia-
tions, nicknames or titles), residing at (insert candidate’s
street address) be placed on the ballot at the (spring or
special) election to be held on (date of election) as a can-
didate so that voters will have the opportunity to vote for
(him or her) for the office of (name of office).  I am eligi-
ble to vote in the (name of jurisdiction or district in which
candidate seeks office).  I have not signed the nomination
paper of any other candidate for the same office at this
election.

SECTION  3.  8.15 (5) (a) of the statutes is amended to
read:

8.15 (5) (a)  Each nomination paper shall have sub-
stantially the following words printed at the top:

I, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert
candidate’s last name plus first name, nickname or initial,
and middle name, former legal surname, nickname or
middle initial or initials if desired, but no other abbrevia-
tions, nicknames or titles) residing at (insert candidate’s
street address) be placed on the ballot at the (general or
special) election to be held on (date of election) as a can-
didate representing the (name of party) so that voters will
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have the opportunity to vote for (him or her) for the office
of (name of office).  I am eligible to vote in (name of juris-
diction or district in which candidate seeks office).  I have
not signed the nomination paper of any other candidate
for the same office at this election.

SECTION  4.  8.20 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to
read:

8.20 (2) (a)  Nomination is by nomination papers.
Each nomination paper shall have substantially the fol-
lowing words printed at the top:

I, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert
candidate’s last name plus first name, nickname or initial,
and middle name, former legal surname, nickname or
middle initial or initials if desired, but no other abbrevia-
tions, nicknames or titles), residing at (insert candidate’s
street address) be placed on the ballot at the (general or
special) election to be held on (date of election) as a can-
didate [(representing the (name of party)) or (represent-
ing the principle(s) of (statement of principles))] so that
voters will have the opportunity to vote for (him or her)
for the office of (name of office).  I am eligible to vote in
the (name of jurisdiction or district in which candidate
seeks office).  I have not signed the nomination paper of
any other candidate for the same office at this election.

SECTION  5.  8.21 of the statutes is amended to read:
8.21  Declaration of candidacy.  Each candidate,

except a candidate for presidential elector under s. 8.20
(2) (d), shall file a declaration of candidacy, no later than
the latest time provided for filing nomination papers
under s. 8.10 (2) (a), 8.15 (1), 8.17 (2), 8.20 (8) (a) or 8.50
(3) (a), or the time provided under s. 8.16 (2) or 8.35 (2)
(c).  A candidate shall file the declaration with the officer
or agency with which nomination papers are filed for the
office which the candidate seeks, or if nomination papers
are not required, with the clerk or board of election com-

missioners of the jurisdiction in which the candidate
seeks office.  The declaration shall be sworn to before any
officer authorized to administer oaths.  The declaration
shall contain the name of the candidate in the form speci-
fied under s. 8.10 (2) (b) for candidates for nonpartisan
office or s. 8.15 (5) (a) or 8.20 (2) (a) for candidates for
partisan office, and shall state that the signer is a candi-
date for a named office, that he or she meets or will at the
time he or she assumes office meet applicable age, citi-
zenship, residency or voting qualification requirements,
if any, prescribed by the constitutions and laws of the
United States and of this state, and that he or she will
otherwise qualify for office if nominated and elected.
The declaration shall include the candidate’s name in the
form in which it will appear on the ballot.  Each candidate
for state and local office shall include in the declaration
a statement that he or she has not been convicted of any
infamous crime for which he or she has not been par-
doned and a list of all felony convictions for which he or
she has not been pardoned.  In addition, each candidate
for state or local office shall include in the declaration a
statement that discloses his or her municipality of resi-
dence for voting purposes, and the street and number, if
any, on which the candidate resides.  The declaration is
valid with or without the seal of the officer who adminis-
ters the oath.  A candidate for state or local office shall file
an amended declaration under oath with the same officer
or agency if any information contained in the declaration
changes at any time after the original declaration is filed
and before the candidate assumes office or is defeated for
election or nomination.

SECTION  6.  Initial applicability.   This act first
applies to candidates at elections for which declarations
of candidacy and nomination papers are required to be
filed on the effective date of this SECTION.
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