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AN ACT torepeal 45.25 (2) (b), 45.396 (7) (a) 1. and 2. and 230.36 (2m) (a)al@number and amend 45.396
(7) (a) (intro.);to amend 21.49 (3) (a), 25.36 (1), 28.035 (3) (45.001 (4) (a) 1. c., 45.25 (2) (intro.) and (a), 45.25
(2) (c), 45.25 (2) (d), 45.25 (2) (e), 45.25 (3) (a), 45.25 (4) (a), 45.25 (4) (b), 45.25 (4) (c), 45.351 (1)), 45.356 (2),
45.356 (3), 45.356 (8), 45.358 (1) (b), 45.396 (5) (a), 45.71 (2), 45.71 (16) (a) 2m. (intro.), 45.79 (2) (a), 45.79 (2)
(b) and 341.14 (6) (a); artd create 21.49 (4) (c), 45.0005) (j), 45.25 (3) (d), 45.35 (20), 45.35 (22), 45.35 (23),
45.356(10), 45.356 (1), 45.356 (12), 45.79 (%) 1., 45.79 (7) (a) 12., 45.79 (13) and 71.03 (7) (d) of the statutes;
relating to: the \éterans Mortgage Loan Prograveterans tuition and fee reimbursement, benefits to persons who
servedn Operation Iragi Freedom, authority for the Departmenetéidns Afairs to acquire a headquarters build
ing and museum, departmental delivery of services to veterans, veterans personal loans, eligibility for bural at a vet
eranscemeterypart-time study grants fareterans, housing loans for veterans, mortgage loan repayment fund,
grantsto county veteran servicefiakes, national guard tuition grants, granting rule—-making authauity making

anappropriation.
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in 21.49(4) (c) No guard member may receive a grant
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: under sub. (3) for any semester in which he or she

receiveda grant under s. 45.25.
SecTion 3. 25.36 (1) of the statutes, adeafted by

SecTion 1. 21.49 (3) (a) of the statutes, afeafed 2003Wisconsin Act 33is amended to read:
by 2003 Wisconsin Act 33is amended to read: 25.36(1) Except as provided in sub. (2), all moneys

21.49(3) (a) Any eligible guard member upon satis appropriatedor transferred by law shall constitute the
factory completion of a full-time or part-time course in veterangrust fund which shall be used for the lending of
aqualifying school is eligible for a tuition grant eqtml moneyto the mortgagdoan repayment fund under s.
100%of the actual tuition chged by the school or 100%  45.35(22) and for thereterans programs under ss. 20.485
of the -arithmetic-average ofiaximumresident under (2) (m), (mn), (tm), (U)(v), (vo), (vy), (vz), (W), (z), and
graduatduitionstuition chaged by the—4=yearinsttu  (zm), 45.014, 45.2545.35 (23),45.351 (1), 45.353,
tionsin-theUniversity of Wsconsin-SysterfiVisconsin-— 45.356, 45.357, 45.39645.397, and 45.43 (7) and
Madisonfor a comparablaumberof credits, whichever  administeredby the department of veteransfarfs,

amountis less. including all moneyseceived from the federal govern
SeECTION 2. 21.49 (4) (c) of the statutes is created to ment for the benefit of veterans or their dependents; all
read: moneyspaid as interest on and repaymefibans under

* Section 991.1, WisconsIN STaTuTES 2001-02 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/33
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/33

2003 Wisconsin Act 83 -2-

the post—-war rehabilitation fund; soldiers rehabilitation 45.25(2) ELiGBILITY. (intro.) An-individual A vet

fund, veterans housing funds as they existed pigor  eranis eligible for the tuition reimbursement program if

July 1, 1961all moneys paid as interest on and repay heor she meets all of the following criteria:

mentof loans under this fund; all moneys paid as expen (a) The annual income of the-individuadteranand

sesfor, interest on, and repaymentwterans trust fund  his or her spouse does not exceed the amount under s.

stabilizationloans under s. 45.356, 198fts.; all mon 45.396(7) (a).

eyspaid as expenses fanterest on, and repayment of SecTION 7. 45.25 (2) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

veterangersonal loanghe net proceeds from the sale of SecTION 8. 45.25 (2) (c) of the statutes, aseafed

mortgagedoroperties related teeterans personal loans; by 2003 Wsconsin Act 33is amended to read:

all mortgages issuedith the proceeds of the 1981 veter 45.25(2) (c) The-individualeteranapplies for the

anshome loan revenue bond issuance purchastd tuition reimbursement program for courses begun within

moneysin the veterans trust fundjl moneys received  10years after separation from the service.

from the state investment board under s. 45.356 (9) (b); SecTion 9. 45.25 (2) (d) of the statutes, aseated

all moneys received from theeterans mortgage loan by 2003 Wsconsin Act 33is amended to read:

repaymentund under s. 45.79 (7) (a) and (c); and all gifts 45.25(2) (d) The-individualeteranis a resident at

of money received by the board of veteraffaiiaf for the thetime of application for the tuition reimbursement-

purposef this fund. gramand was a \l¥consin resident dlhe time of entry or
SecTioN 4. 28.035 (3) (a) of thetatutes is amended  reentryinto service or waa resident for any consecutive

to read: 12-monthperiod after entry or reentiyto service and
28.0353) (a) The written leasentered into between  beforethe date of his or her applicationf a person

the Wisconsin state department of the Ameritagion applyingfor a benefit under this sectioneets the resi

andthe department of natural resources dated June 15dencyrequirement of 12 consecutive months, the depart

1944 ,which leases Camp American Legion fquexiod mentmay not require the person to reestablish that he or

of 10 years commencing June 1, 1944, shall continue inshemeets that residency requirement when he or she later

full force for anadditional 10 years, and may be renewed appliesfor any other benefit under this chapter that
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for additional 10—year periods thereafteotwithstane

ing the expiration of the term expresgbdrein, so long
as the Wisconsin state department of the American
Legionor any of the American Legion postganized
unders. 188.08maintains on such property structures
which were constructed prior to May 31, 1956, at the
expensef the Wsconsin state department of thmeri-
canLegion or any such post, for the purpose of the rehabi
litation, restoration or recreation of veterans and their
dependentsf the Spanish—American wahe Philippine
insurrectionthe Mexican border service,0Nd Wars |
andll, the Korean conflict, the i¢tham waythe Iraq war
and Grenada, Lebanon, Panama, Somalia bfiddle
Eastcrisis under s. 45.34.

SeEcTION 4m. 45.001 (4) (a) 1. c. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

45.001(4) (a) 1. c. Has served for 90 days or more
duringa war period ounder section 1 of executive order
10957dated August 10, 1961, or if having served less
than 90 days was honorably disched for a service—
connectedlisability or for a disability subsequently adju

dicatedto have been service connected or died in service.

SecTion 5. 45.001 (5) (j) of the statutes is created to
read:

45.001(5) (j) Irag War: Between March 19, 2003,
andthe ending of Operation Iragi Freedom or an opera

requiresthat residency

SecTion 10. 45.25 (2) (e) of thetatutes is amended
toread:

45.25(2) (e) The-individualveteranis enrolled for at
least 12 credits during the semester for wih@mburse
mentis sought.

SecTioN 11. 45.25(3) (a) of the statutes, adexfted
by 2003 Wisconsin Act 33is amended to read:

45.25(3) (a) Except as provided in péam),-an-indi
vidual a veterarwho meets the requirements under sub.
(2), upon satisfactory completion affull-time under
graduatesemester in any institution of higher education,
asdefined in s. 45.396 (1), in this state, any school that
is approved under s. 45.35 (9m), any proprietary school
thatis approved under s. 45.54, or any institution from
which the-individudveteranreceives a waiver of nonres
ident tuition under s. 39.47, may be reimbursaa
amountnot to exceed the total cost of the-individsiaét
eran’stuition minusany grants or scholarships;-including
thosemade-under-s.-21.4%hat the-individuhveteran
receivesspecifically for the payment of theition, or the
standarctost of tuition for a state resident for an equiva
lentundegraduate semester at thaiversity of Wscon-
sin—Madisonyhichever is less. Reimbursement is avail
ableonly for tuition that is parbf a curriculum that is
relevantto a degree in a particular coursestufdy at the

tion that is a successor to Operation Iraqi Freedom, asinstitution.

establishedby the department by rule.

SECTION 6. 45.25 (2) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes,
asaffected by2003 Wsconsin Act 33are amendetb
read:

SecTiOoN 12. 45.25 (3) (d) of the statutes is created to
read:

45.25(3) (d) Reimbursemendf tuition and fees for
acourse may be provided at an institution or school under
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par. (a) other than the onkeom which the veteran is SecTION 17. 45.35(22) of the statutes is created to
receivinghis or her degree if all of the following apply: read:

1. The curriculum at the institutiosr school consists 45.35(22) FUND TRANSFER. The department may
only of courses necessary to complete a degree ina parloanmoney fromthe veterans trust fund to the veterans
ticular course of study mortgageloan repayment funtb fund loans under s.

2. The course is accepted as transfer credits at the45.79.
institutionor schoolisted under paia) from which the SecTION 18. 45.35(23) of the statutes is created to
veteranis receiving his or her degree but is not available read:
atthat institution or school. 45.35(23) LoAN GUARANTEE. The department may

SecTioN 13. 45.25 (4) (a) of thetatutes is amended provide a loan guarantee for multifamily transitional
to read: housingfor homeless veterans.

45.25(4) (a) -An-individualA veteranis not eligible SecTioN 19. 45.351 (1)) of the statutes is amended to

for reimbursement under sub. (2) for more than 120 cred read:

its or 8 full semesters of full-time study at any institution 45.351(1j) HeALTH cARE AID GRANTS. Thedepart

of higher education, as defined in s. 45.3964),)in this mentmay grant to any veteran or dependents such tempo
state,60 credits or 4 full semesters of full-time study at rary health care aid as the department considers advisable
any institution of higher education, as defined dn to prevent want or distress. Heatidire aid to meet medi
45.396(1) (a), in this state that f&frs a degree upon calor hospital bills under this subsection is limitedato
completion of 60 credits, can equivalent amount of  payment of up to $5,000 per veteran or dependent for a
creditsat a school that is approved under s. 45.35 (9m), 12—-monthperiod beginning with thérst day of care for

ata proprietary schodhat is approved under s. 45.54, or whichthe person seeks reimbursemamder this subsec
atan institution where he or skgereceiving a waiver of  tion. The department may-not give prior-authorization for

nonresidentuition under s. 39.47. thepayment of-health-care-aid-under-this-subsection but
SecTION 14. 45.25 (4) (b) of thestatutes is amended mayissue a certificate of entittement stating that a vet

to read: eran or dependent is eligible for a health care aid grant
45.25(4) (b) The department may provide reim underthis subsection if the treatment is received within

bursementinder sub. (2) tanindividual a veterarwho atime period that the department promulgates by rule.

is delinquent in child support or maintenance payments The department may not grant health caretaigay for
or who owes past support, medieatpenses or birth  careprovided to the veteran or dependent before the time
expensesas established by appearance of-the-individu periodidentified in the certificate of entitlement, except
al's veterans name on the statewide support ldotket for emegency care as determined the department if
unders. 49.854 (2) (b), only if the-individuakterarpro- the application foithe health care aid is submitted within
videsthe department with one of the following: 90 days after the emgency care endsHealth care aid
1. A repayment agreement that-the-individugteran may be used to provide payment for the treatment of alco
hasentered into, that has been accepted by the countyholismor other drug addiction or to provide payment for
child support agency under s. 59.53 (5) and that has beeinealthcare required because of alcoholisrother drug
keptcurrent for the 6—-month period immediately preced addictionor alcoholor other drug abuse. The department
ing the date of the application. may not grant health care aid under this subsection unless
2. A statement that the-individuadterans not delin theaid recipiens healthcare provider agrees to accept,
quentin child support or maintenance payments and doesasfull paymentfor the medical treatment for which the
not owe past support, medical expenses or birth expen aidis to be grantedhe amount of the grant, the amount
sessigned by the department of workforce development of the recipiens healthnsurance or other 3rd—party pay
or its designee within 7 working days before the ddite  ments,if any, and the amount that the department deter

the application. minesthe aid recipienis capable of paying. The depart
SecTion 15. 45.25 (4) (c) of thetatutes is amended mentmay not grant health care aid under this subsection
toread: if the combined liquidssets of the applicant for aid, and

45.25(4) (c) -An-individualA veterarmay not receive  of the veterarand veteras’ dependents who are living in
reimbursementinder sub. (2) for angemester in which  the same householdith the applicant, are in excess of

heor she received a grant under s. 21.485896. $1,000.

SecTioN 16. 45.35(20) of the statutes is created to SecTioN 20. 45.356 (2) of the statutes is amentizd
read: read:

45.35 (20) DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS AND 45.356(2) The department may lend a veteran, a vet

MUSEUM. The department may acquire by giftirchase, eran’sunremarried survivingpouse, or a deceaseaater
or condemnation property for the purposegmividing an’s child notmore than-$15;00825,000 or a lesser
a headquarters and museum building for the departmentamount established by the department-by-rule,for the
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purchasef a-mobile-home,-business, business-prep exceeding minimum amount that the department estab
erty, the education-of the veterantbe veterars spouse  lisheshby rule.

orchildren; the payment of mediaal funeral-expenses, SecTION 26. 45.358 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended
the payment-under-sub.—(6)(c),-or-the-consolidation of to read:

debtunder sub. (10)The department may prescribe loan 45.358(1) (b) “Veteran” means a person who has
conditions,but the term of the loan may not exceed 10 servedon activeduty, except service on active duty for
years. The department shall ensure that the proceeds oftraining purposesin the U.S. armed forces.

anyloan made under this section shall first be applied to  Section 27. 45.396 (5) (a) of thetatutes, as fafcted
pay any delinquent child suppodr maintenance pay by 2003 Wsconsin Act 33is amended to read:
mentsand then to pay any past support, medical expen 45.396(5) (a) Except agprovided in par(b), the

sesor birth expenses. _ amountof the reimbursememnay not exceed the total
SecTioN 21. 45.356 (3) of the statutes is amenéi®d  costof the-individuals veterans tuition or the standard
read: cost for a state resident for tuition for an equivalent

45.356(3) The department may lend not médnen  yndergraduateourse at the University aflisconsin—
;000$25.000 or a lesser amoumstablished by the  \adisonper course, whichever is less, minus any grants
departmenby-ruleunder sub(10) to a veteras'remar oy scholarships that the veterseceives specifically for
ried surviving spouse or to the parent of a deceased veter e hayment otuition and may not be provided-to-an-indi
an'schild for the education of a child. vidual a veterammore than 4 times during any consecu
SECTION 22. 45.356 (8) of the statutes is amented 6 12-month period.
read: _ , SECTION 28. 45.396 (7) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is
45.356(8) No person may receive a loan under this renumbered 45.396 (7) (a) and amended to read:
sectionin an amount that, when addedtte balance out 45.396(7) (a) No veteran may receive a grant under
standingon the persos’existing loans under s. 45.351 this séction if the department determi fter disregard

(2), 1995 stats., and s. 45.356, 1995 stats., waddit . bed | 1585 _1S9F

in a totalindebtedness to the depart_ment of more than that the income of the veteran and his or her spouse

epart exceed$500$50,000 plus $1,00@r each dependent in

mentby-rule$25,000 .
. ts-plus-whichever-of the follow
SecTION 23. 45.356 (10) of the statutéscreated to exce_ss?f 2 dependen N9

read: SEC'T’ION 29. 45.396(7) (a) 1. and 2. of the statutes are
45.356(10) Subject to the limit established in subs. B ' '

L repealed.
(2) and (3), the department may periodically adjbst .
maximumloan amount based upon financial market con ?CT'ON 31. 45.71 (2) ofthe statutes is amended to
ditions, funds available, needs of theterans trust funds, 2%

or other factors that the department considers relevant. 4_5'71(2) “Authorized lender” means any lender or
SecTION 24. 45.356 (1) of the statutes is created to servicerauthorized under s. 45.79 (5) (a) 5. to make or
read: serviceloans under s. 45.79.

45.356(11) The department may periodically adjust SecTION 32. 45.71 (16) (a) 2m. (introgf the statutes
theinterest rates for loans made under this seatibith is amended to read: . _
may vary based upon the term of the loan, the type of  4-71(16) (&) 2m. (intro.) The person-is-eitieresi
securityoffered,the method of payment, or other factors dentof and living in this state at the time of making

thatthe department considers relevant. application,is serving on active duty in the U.S. armed
SecTioN 25. 45.356 (12) of the statutéscreated to forcesat the time of making applicatioor is deceased,
read: and meets one of the following conditions:
45.356(12) Each loan madennder this section, SEcTION 33. 45.79 (2) (a) of thstatutes is amended

excepta loan of $5,000 or less made to awplicant to read:

whosetotal indebtedness for loans made under this sec ~ 45.79(2) (a) Application and content. Applications
tion is $5,000 or less, shall be evidenced by a promissoryfor loans under this section for a purpose specified in s.
noteand secured by a mortgage on real estate located irft5.76(1) (a), (b),or (d) shall be made to @uthorized
this state. Aoan of $5,000 or less made to an applicant lenderand applications for loans under this section for a
whosetotal indebtedness for loans made under this sec purposespecified under s. 45.76 (1) (¢)-shalay be

tion is $5,000 or less shdle evidenced by a promissory madeto thedepartment or ta county veterans’ service
noteand secured by a guarantor or by a mortgage on reabfficer on forms approved by the department and signed
estatdocatedin this state. A mortgage securing a loan by the applicant. If the applicant is married and not-sepa
madeunder this section is acceptable if the applicant hasratedor in the process of obtaining a divorce, the appli
equityin the property subject to the mortgage equal to or cant’'sspouse also shall sign the application.
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SecTION 34. 45.79 (2) (b) of thestatutes is amended
to read:

45.79(2) (b) Certification by department. The apph
cant shall may apply directly to the department_or
througha county veterans’ serviaidficer for certifica
tion of eligibility as a veteran.

SecTioN 35. 45.79 (5) (a) 1. of the statutes is created
to read:

45.79(5) (a) .. Enter into contracts with persons
otherthan authorized lenders for the servicing of loans
madeunder this section.

SecTION 36. 45.79 (7) (a) 12. of thstatutes is created
to read:

45.79(7) (a) 12. D make payments of obligations
arising from the acquisition of a headquarters and
museunbuilding for the department under s. 45.35 (20).

SecTioN 37. 45.79(13) of the statutes is created to
read:

45.79(13) RePAYMENT OFLOAN. Any money appro
priatedor transferred by law from the veterans mortgage
loanrepayment fund for purposes ottiean those listed
in sub.(7), other than moneys made temporarily avail
ableto other funds under s. 20.002)1shall be repaid
from the general fund with interest at a rat&%f per year
from thethe date of the appropriation or transfer to the
dateof repayment.

SecTioN 38. 71.03 (7) (d) of the statutes is created to
read:

71.03(7) (d) For taxable years beginning after
DecembeBl1, 2002and before January 1, 2005, for-per

_5_
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sonswho served in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
or an operation that is a successor to Operation Iragi Free
domin the United States, or for persons who qualify for
afederal extension of time to file und2é USC 7508
who served outside thenited States because of their
participationin Operation Iraqi Freedom or aperation
thatis a successor to Operation Iraqi Freedom in the Iraqi
Freedontheater of operations.

SecTioN 39. 230.36 (2m) (a) 19. dhe statutes is
repealed.

SecTioN 40. 341.14 (6) (a) of the statutes is amended
to read:

341.14(6) (a) Upon application to register ante
mobile or a motor truck or dual purpose farm truck that
hasa gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds by any
persorwho was a member of any of the U.S. arrsed
vicesand who was held as a prisoner of war during any
of the conflicts described in s. 45.001 {5){b)-ta(ijn
Bosnia, Grenada, Lebanon, Panam3@pmalia, or a
Middle East crisis under s. 45.34, and upon submission
of a statement from the U.S. department of veterans
affairs certifying thatthe person was a prisoner of war
duringone of the conflicts described in4d&.001 (5)«(b)
to-(i) or inBosnia, Grenada, Lebanon, Panama, Somalia,
or a Middle East crisis under s. 45.34, the department
shallissue to the person a special plate that is cotextd
white, and blue and thdtas the words “ex—prisoner of
war” placed on the plate in the manner designated by the
department.
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