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2005 Senate Bill 577
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2005 WISCONSIN ACT 142

AN ACT toamend 13.94 (1) (q), 16.25 (title), 16.25 (1) (a), 16.25 (1) (c), 16.25 (1) (d), 16.25 (2), 16.25 (3) (a), 16.25

(3) (b), 16.25 (3) (c), 16.25 (3) (d), 16.25 (B), 16.25 (3) (), 16.25 (3) (9), 16.25 (3) (h), 16.25 (3) (i), 16.25 (3)
(), 16.25 (3) (k), 16.25 (5), 16.705 (1m), 16.71 (5), 20.505 (4) (ec), 20.505 (4) (er) (titE)&08 (3) (a); antb
create16.25 (1) (am) of the statutegjating to: the \blunteer Fire Fighter and Engemcy Medical &chnician Ser
vice Award Program and the exclusion of wages earned for services performenageerire fighter, emegency
medicaltechnician, or first responder from partial unemployment benefit determinations.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 13.94(1) (q) of the statutes is amended
to read:

13.94(1) (g) No latetthan February 1, 2006, prepare
a performance evaluation audit of the—voluntdiee
fighterand-emagency-medical-techniciaservice award
programestablished under s. 16.25. The legis|eadiveit
bureaushall file a copy of the audit report under this para
graphwith the distributees specified in péb).

SeECTION 2. 16.25 (title) of the statutes is amended
read:

16.25 (title) Volunteerfirefighter-and-emergency
medical-technician-service Service award program.

SecTioN 3. 16.25(1) (a) of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(1) (a) “Board” means the-volunteerfire fighter

andemegencymedical-techniciaservice award board.
SecTioN 4. 16.25(1) (am) of the statutes is created

to read:
16.25(1) (am) “First responder” means an individual
certifiedunder s. 146.50 (8).

SecTioN 5. 16.25(1) (c) of the statutes is amended
toread:

16.25(1) (c) “Municipality” means a citycounty
village or town.

SecTION 6. 16.25(1) (d) of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(1) (d) “Program” means th&velunteepflre

rvice award
programestablished under sub. (2).

SecTION 7. 16.25 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

16.25(2) Theboard shall establish by rule a program
to provide length—of-service awarddescribed in26
USC457(e) (1), to volunteer fire fighters in municipali
tiesthat operate volunteer fire departments or tioak
tractwith volunteer fire companiesganized under ch.
181 or 213, to first responders in any municipality that
authorizedirst responders to provide first responder ser
vices,and to volunteer emgency medical technicians in
any municipality that authorizes volunteemegency
medicaltechnicians to provide engamcy medical tech
nical services in the municipalitylo the extent permitted
by federal lawtheboard shall design the program so as

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTUTES 2003—-04 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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to treatthelength—of-service awards as a tax—deferred
benefitunder the Internal Revenue Code.

SecTioN 8. 16.25(3) (a) of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (a) All municipalities that operate volun
teerfire departments or that contract with a volunteer fire
companyorganized under ch. 181 or 213, all municipali
ties that authorize first responders to provide first
respondeservicesand all municipalities thatuthorize
volunteer emegency medical technicians to provide
emergencynedical technicadervices are eligible to par
ticipatein the program.

SecTionN 9. 16.25(3) (b) of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (b) Annual contributions in an amount
determinedby the municipality shall be paid by each
municipality for each volunteer fire fighterfirst
responderand emagency medical technician who pro
videsservices for the municipality

SecTioN 10. 16.25 (3) (c) of thetatutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (c) The municipality may select from
amongthe plansffered by individuals or ganizations
under contract with the board under sub. (4) for the vol
unteerfire fighters, first responderand emeagency meel
ical technicians who perform services for the munieipal
ity. The municipality shall pay the annual contributions
directly to the individual or @fanization diering the plan
selectedby the municipality

SecTion 11. 16.25 (3) (d) of thetatutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (d) 1. Subject to subd. 2., the boatdll
matchall annuaimunicipal contributions paid for volun
teerfire fighters, first responderand emagency medi
caltechnicians up to $250 per fiscal yeather than con
tributions paid for the purchase afdditional years of
serviceunder par(e), to be paid from the appropriation
accountunder s. 20.505 (4) (er). This amount shall be
adjustedannually on July 1 to reflect any changes in the
U.S.consumer price index for all urban consumers.
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: . fire fil
medicaltechnician-for-the- municipalityThe number of

additionalyears of service that may be purchased under
this paragraph mayot exceed the number of years of
volunteerfire fighting, first responder servicer emer
gencymedical technical service performed by the velun
teerfire fighter,_first responderor emegency medical
technicianfor the municipality

SecTioN 13. 16.25 (3) (f)of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (f) Except in the case of a volunteer fire
fighter, first responderor emegency medical technician
or the beneficiary of a volunteer fire fightefirst
responderpr emegency medical technician eligible for
alump sum under pafi), a vesting period of 10 years of
volunteerfire fighting, first responder servicer emer
gencymedical technical service for a municipality shall
berequired before a volunteer fifighter, first responder
or emegency medical technician may receive any bene
fits under the program.

SecTioN 14. 16.25 (3) (g) of thetatutes is amended
toread:

16.25(3) (g) A volunteer fire fighteffirst responder
or emegency medicalechnician shall be paid a length of
serviceaward either in a lump sum or in a manner speci
fied by rule, consisting of all municipal and state con
tributions made on behalf of the volunteer fire fighter
first responderor emegency medicatechnician and all
earningon thecontributions, less any expenses incurred
in the investment of the contributions and earniafsy
the volunteer fire fighterfirst responderor emegency
medical technician attains 20 years of service for a
municipalityand reaches the age of 80a volunteer fire
fighter, first responderor emegency medical technician
hassatisfied all vesting requirements under the program
buthas less than 2@ears of service for a municipality or
hasnotreached the age of 60, the program shall provide
for the payment of a length s€rvice award either in a
lump sum or in ananner specified by rule in an amount

city average, as determined by the U.S. department ofto be determined by the board, but less than the amount

labor, for the 12—-month period ending on the preceding

paid to a volunteer fire fightgefirst responderor emer

December 31. The board shall pay all amounts that areJencymedical technician who has attained 20 yedrs

matchedunder this paragraph to the individuals amyh-
nizationsoffering the plans selected by the municipali
ties.

2. If the moneys appropriated under s. 20.505 (4) (er)
arenot suficient tofully fund the contributions required

servicefor a municipalityand has reached the age of 60.
SecTioN 15. 16.25 (3) (h) of thetatutes is amended
to read:
16.25(3) (h) —A- The account of aolunteer fire
fighter, first responderor emegency medical technician

to be paid by the board under subd. 1., the board shall prowho has not met all of the vesting requirements under the

ratethe contributions paid for the volunteer ffighters,
first respondersand emagency medical technicians.
SecTion 12. 16.25 (3) (e) of thetatutes is amended
to read:
16.25(3) (e) A municipality may purchase additional
yearsof service for volunteer fire fighters, first respend
ers,and emagency medical technicians-who-havéeaist

programshall-forfeit-his-or-her-accrued years/ofunteer
fire-fighting-or-emegency-medical-technical-servibe
closedif he or she should cease providing volunteer fire
fighting, first responderor emegency medical technical
servicesfor a municipality for a period of 6 months or
more,unless her she has been granted a leave of absence
by his or her supervisor
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SecTioN 16. 16.25 (3) (i)of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (i) 1. The beneficiary of a volunteer fire
fighter, first responderor emegency medical technician
whoiis killed in the line of duty or while actively engaged
in the rendering of volunteer fire fighting, first responder
or emegency medical technical servisball be paid a
lengthof service award either in a lump sum or in a-man
nerspecified by rule, consistingf all municipal and state
contributions made on behalf of thelunteer fire fighter
first responderor emegency medicalechnician and all
earningson thecontributions, less any expenses incurred
in the investment of the contributions and earnings.

2. A volunteer fire fighterfirst responderor emer
gencymedicaltechnician who becomes disabled during
his or her service as a volunteer fire fightdirst
responder,or emegency medical technician for the
municipality shall be paid a length of service award either
in a lump sumor in a manner specified by rule, in an
amountto be determined by the board.

SecTioN 17. 16.25 (3) (j)of the statutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (j) The accoundf any volunteer fire fighter
first responderor emegency medical technician who
hasnot met all of the vesting requirements under the pro
gram,who has not provided volunteer fire fighting, first
responderpr emegency medical technical services for
amunicipality for a period of 6 months or more, who does
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gencymedical-techniciaservice award board under
16.25(4) (b).

SecTioN 21. 16.71 (5) of the statutes is amended to
read:

16.71(5) The department shall delegate authority to
the volunteer fire fighter and-enmency medical techni
cianservice award board to enter into contracts usder
16.25(4) (b).

SEcTION 22. 20.505 (4) (ec) of the statutes is
amendedo read:

20.505(4) (ec) Volunteerfie-fighterandemegency
medicaltechnician-servicServiceaward program; gen
eral program operations.The amounts in the schedule
for general program operations tife -volunteerfire
fighterand-emagency medical techniciagervice award
board and to reimburse the department of administration
for all servicegrovided by the department to the board.

SecTION 23. 20.505 (4) (er) (title) of the statutes is
amendedo read:

20.505(4) (er) (title) Volunteerfie-fighter-and-emer
gencymedical-technician-servic8erviceawad pro-

gram; state matching awds.
SecTION 24. 108.05 (3) (a) of thetatutes, as fafcted
by 2005 Wsconsin Act 86is amended to read:
108.053) (a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c),
if an eligible employee earns wages given week, the
first $30 of the wages shall be disregarded #mel

not meet any other program requirement established byemployee’sapplicable weekly benefit payment shall be

the municipality and who has not been granted a lezve
absencéy his or her supervisor shall be closed.

SecTion 18. 16.25 (3) (K) of thestatutes is amended
to read:

16.25(3) (k) The board shall equitably allocate all
moneysin accountsof volunteer fire fighters, first
respondersand emegency medical technicians that
havebeen-forfeited-oclosed to the accounts of volunteer
fire fighters, first respondersnd emeagency medical
technicianghat have not been forfeited or closed.

SecTioN 19. 16.25 (5) of the statutes is amended to
read:

16.25(5) Theboard shall establish by rule a process
by which a volunteer fire fightgfirst provider or emer
gencymedical technician may appeal to the board any
decisionmade bythe department or by an individual or
organizatiorunder contract with the board under sub. (4)
that affects a substantial interest of the volunteer fire
fighter, first responderor emegency medical technician
underthe program.

SecTioN 20. 16.705 (1m) of the statutesasmended
to read:

16.705(1m) Subsection (1) does not apply to €on

tractsentered into by the-volunteer-fire fighter-and-emer

reduceddy 67% of the remaining amount, except that no
suchemployee is eligibléor benefits if the employeg’
benefitpayment would be less than $5 for any week. For
purpose®f this paragraph, “wages” includes any salary
reductionamounts earned that are not waged that are
deductedrom the salary of a claimant by an employer
pursuanto a salary reduction agreement under a cafete
ria plan, within the meaning &6 USC 125and any
amountthat a claimant would hawearned in available
work which is treated as wages under s. 108.04 (1) (a), but
excludesany amount that a claimant earns services
performedas a volunteer fire fightewolunteeremer
gencymedicaltechnician, or volunteer first responder
In applying this paragraph, the departmehall disre

gard discrepancies of less than $2 between wages
reportedby employees and employers.

SecTION 25. Initial applicability.

(1) The treatment of section 108.05 (3) (a) of the stat
utesfirst applies with respect to weeks of unemployment
beginningon the effective date of this subsection.

SecTION 26. Effective date.

(1) The treatment of section 108.05 (3) (a) of the stat
utestakes dect on the first Sunday after publication.
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