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2009 WISCONSIN ACT 111

AN ACT torepeal 444.09 (8)10 renumber and amend 444.02;to amend chapter 444 (title), 444.02 (title), 444.03,
444.04,444.06, 444.0%title), 444.09 (1), 444.09 (3), 444.09 (6), 444.10 (title), 484404.12, 444.13, 444.14,
444.15and 444.18; antb create 20.165 (1) (im), 444.0(19), 444.01 (1m), 444.01 (1r), 444.01 (3), 444.01 (4),
444.02(3) (a), 444.02 (3) (b), 444.02 (3) (c), 444.035, 444.09 (9), 444.095 and 444.19 of the stdaiteg;to:
changesn the regulation of boxing contests, regulating mixed martial arts fighting contests, granting rule—-making
authority,making appropriations, and providing a penalty

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in SecTION 5. 444.01 (1r) of the statutes is created to
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: read:
. . 444.01(1r) “Mixed martial arts fighting” does not
N r?:g'.l'ION 1. 20.165 (1) (im)of the statutes is created includeany of the following:

(a) Fighting in which the contestants in a match use

ing; enfocement. Fifty percent of all moneys received in the same single form of martial arts, even if the match is
forfeituresimposed under s. 444.14, for enforcement of partof an event comprising more than one such m‘?‘tCh
ch.444. andnot all the matches in the event use the same single

. .. form of martial arts.
SecTioNn 2. Chapter 444 (title) of the statutes is
amendedo read: P (tite) (b) A martial arts matcin which the rules prohibit

20.165(1) (im) Boxing and mixed martial arts fight

CHAPTER 444 a contestant from striking an opponentiead with the
REGULATION OF BOXING AND intentto cause unconsciousness or inflict damage.
MIXED MAR TIAL AR TS FIGHTING SECTION 6. 444.01 (3) of the statutes is created to
SECTION 3. 444.01(1g) of the statutes is created to réad: _
read: 444.01(3) “Professional contestheans a profes

444.01(1g) “Amateur mixed martial arts fighting ~ Sionalboxing contest or a professional mixed martial arts
contest’meansa mixed martial arts fighting contest or ~ fighting contest.

exhibitionin which none of the fighters acempensated SECTION 7. 444.01 (4) of the statutes is created to
for participating in the contest or exhibition. read:
SECTION 4. 444.01 (1m) othe statutes is created to 444.01(4) “Professional mixed martial arts fighting
read: contest’means a mixed martial affighting contest in
444.01(1m) “Physician” means a person licensed  which one or more of the fighters is compensated for par
practicemedicine and sgery under s. 448.04 (1) (a). ticipatingin the contest or exhibition.

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTuTES 200708 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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SecTION 8. 444.02 (title) of the statutes is amended
to read:

444.02 (title) Boxing-licensesLicenses andper-
mits.

SecTioN 9. 444.02 of the statutes is renumbered
444.02(1) and amended to read:

444.02(1) The department shall have the sole direc
tion, managementnd control of, and jurisdiction over
all professional-boxingontests and all amatennixed
martial arts fighting contestsonducted within the state
by any_promoter oclub. No_club or promoter may con
duct professional-boxingontests-majpe-conductedr
amateumixed martial arts fighting contestgthin the
stateexcept under authority grantég the department
andin accordance with this chapter and the rulethef
department.

(2) The department may issue, and for cause limit,

suspendor revoke, a license to conduct professional
boxing contests or amateur mixed martial arts fighting
contestgo any promoter aincorporated club formed as
providedin this chapter Every license shalle subject to
thedepartmens rules and regulationsThedepartment
may limit the number of professionabxing contests and
amateur mixed martial arts fighting contegiteen by any
promoteror club inany city village, or town and may
reprimanda promoter or club for violating this chapter or
anyrule of the department

(3) No professional-bexingontest or amateur mixed
martial arts fighting contesmay be conducted by any
licensedclub without a permit from the department.

-2 -

2009 Senate Bill 290

lectedby the club or promoter in gross ticket sales or
$12,500.

SecTion 13. 444.03 of the statutes is amended to
read:

444.03 Application for license; fee. No profes
sionalboxingcontest oamateur mixed martial arts fight
ing contestmay be conducted by any promotercarb
exceptby license grantetb it by the department,-and no
clubmay be licensed-unledss-incorporated-under-the
laws of Wisconsin-and-its- membership-is-limited-to-per
sonswho-have been-continuous residents-in-the state for
atleast-one yearAn application for a license shall be in
writing, addressetb the department, and verified by the
promoteror byan oficer of the club. An application shall
be accompanled by an annual fee@#$254n4;ﬁ+es vil

sr@nehagels%eﬂ%m The appllcat|on must show
thatthe promoter oclub has entered intvalid agree
mentfor the use of the buildingmphitheateror stadium
in which contests are to be held.
SecTIoN 14.444.035 of the statutes is created to read:
444.035Bond. The department shall by rule require
a promoteror club conducting a professional contest or
amateumixed martial arts fighting contest to post a bond
or other suretyn a reasonable amount determined by the
departmento ensure payment of the promésesr clubs
expense#n conducting the contest, including payments

Everylicense-shall- be-subject-to-suchrules-and-regula to contestants and to the department.
tionsas-the department prescribes.—The department may SecTtion 15. 444.04 of the statutds amended to

- for violating thid les of
the department. An_application for a permit shalie
accompaniedy a nonrefundable $300 processing fee.
Every permit shall be conditioned on payment bygie

read:

444.04Club Promoter and clubreports. Wthin 24
hours2 business dayafter apromoter orclub holds a
professionalboxing contest_or amateur mixedartial

moteror club to the department, within 2 business days artsfighting contestthe club shall furnish to the depart

afterthe event for which the pernuitas issued, of the fol
lowing fees:

SecTIoN 10. 444.02 (3) (apf the statutes is created
toread:

444.02(3) (a) If the number of tickets sold for the
eventis less than 2,000, an event fee of $450.

SecTIoN 11. 444.02 (3) (b)f the statutes is created
toread:

444.02(3) (b) If the number of tickets sold for the

menta written report, verified by the promoter ordmye

of itsthe clubs officers_under penaltgf perjury showing

the number of tickets sold for the contest, the amount of
grossproceeds, and all other information the department
requiresby rule to bancluded in the report. The depart
mentmay limit, suspend, revoke, or assess a forfeiture to
the promoter or club for failuréo comply with this sec
tion or failure to provide accurate information to the
department.Any forfeiture collected under this section

eventis less than 5,000 but more than 1,999, an event feeshallbe deposited in the appropriation account under s.
of $2,200 plus @ate fee equal to the lesser of 5 percent 20.165(1) (jm).

of the total amount collected lilge club or promoter in
grossticket sales or $4,000.

SecTioN 12. 444.02 (3) (c)pof the statutes is created
to read:

444.02(3) (c) If the number of tickets sold for the

SecTioN 16. 444.06 of the statuteés amended to
read:

444.06 Inspectors. The department shall appoint
official “inspectors;"each of whom shall receive a card
authorizingthe inspector to act wherever the department

eventis 5,000 omore, an event fee of $4,700 plus a gate designates. The department may be, and at least one
feeequal to the lesser of 5 percent of the total amount col inspectorshall be present at all professional-boxiog
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testsand all amateumixed martial arts fighting contests (2) No promoter or club may conduct a mixed martial
andsee that the rules astrictly observed.—An-inspector  artsfighting contest unless all of the following apply:

shall-also-be—present-at-the—counting—up-of-the—gross  (a) There is present at least one referee who is

reeetpt%ndshalhmme&atelym%teihedepaﬁment the licensedby the department and at least 3 judges who are
. licensedby the department.

InspectorshalLbepal&&pepmernM%eLb)Ltkl%depan (b) A physician examinesach contestant immedi

ment;not-to-exceed $25 foreaday-on-which-they-are  atelybefore and after eachatch in which the contestant

actuallyand-necessarily-engaged-in-the-performance of participates.

theirduties;-andhall be reimbursed faheir actual and (c) A physician is present during each match te pro

necessary expenses incurredhieperformance of their  vide emegency care in the event of an injury

duties. The department may require a promoteclab (d) An ambulance and engEncy medical services

to Davthe cost of deSiCmatinQ additional inSDeCtorS who personneu\”th oxygen are present on the premises and

may include a referee or judge performing the duties of equippedo transport an injured contestant.

aninspectorfor an event. The department may require (3) The department shall promulgate rules that estab

apromoter or club to pay the departmantamount not | all of the following with respect to mixedartialarts
to exceed $250 for eactulditional inspector designated  fighting contests:

by the department. (a) Qualifications and fees fdicensure of referees
SecTION 17. 444.09 (title) of the statutes is amended 4judges for mixed martial arts fighting contests.

to read: _ ) (b) Requirements for regular health examinations of
444.09 (tile) Conduct of boxing contests BgU-  miyed martial arts fighting contestaniscluding all of

lated. _ thefollowing:

reai'ECTION 18. 444.09 (1) of the statutes is amentked 1. Annualphysical examinations by physicians and

. . annualeye examinations by physicians who are board-
444.09(1) No professional boxing contest shiadi certified ophthalmologists.

for more than-1A.2 round o for 2. Annual screening for HIVhepatitis B, and hepati
pionshipisto-be determined, the-contest shall-not-b
tis C.
morethan-15round
sand no round shall last more than 3. For female contestants, pregnancy tésfore

3 minutes. contests
SecTIoN 19. 444.09 (3) of the statutes is amentizd L _— .
read: (c) Policies prohibiting contestants from using drugs,

444.09(3) Gloves weighing ndess than B ounces including anabolic steroids, and mandating drug testing

: ; of contestants.
shallbe worn by contestants who are in professional box . e
ing contests and who weigh under 140 pounds, and not . ) Exgept as chgrmse specified in tiaisaptey
lessthan-610 ounces by other contestants in boxing-con mixed martial arts fighting contests shall be conducted
tests T underthe Association of Boxing Commissions’ uniform

SecTION 20. 444.09 (6) of the statutes is amented ~ "Ul€sof mixed martial arts. _
read: SECTION 24. 444.10 (title) of the statutes is amended

444.09(6) Contestants in professional boxiogn toread: . _ .
testsshall break clean, and must not hold and hit. Butting ~ 44410 (title) Physician to examine pofessional
with head or shoulders, wrestling, or illegal use of elbows ROXing contestants.
shallnot be allowed by contestants in professionatbox ~ SECTION 25. 444.11 of the statutes is amended to

ing contests There shall be no unsportsmanidanduct ~ read: _
onthe part of the contestants. This includes the use of ~444.11Licenses tomatchmakers, referees;-boxers

abusiveor insulting language. contestants etc. The departmentnay grant licenses

SECTION 21. 444.09 (8) of the statutes is repealed. Uponapplicationand the payment of the prescribed fees
SECTION 22. 444.09(9) of the statutes is created to t0 matchmakers, managersferees-examining-physi
read: cians,boxers, mixed martial arts fighterssgeconds, and
444.0909) Except as otherwise specified in this chap trainersin professional-bexingontests_and amateur
ter, boxing contests shall be conducted under the Associ mixed martialarts fighting contestsThe fees to be paid
ation of Boxing Commissions’ uniform boxing rules. peryear shall be: Matchmakers-in-cities-with-a-popula
SecTION 23.444.095 of the statutes is created to read: tion-of-over-150,000,-$25;-matchmakers-in-othercities
444.095 Conduct of mixed martial arts fighting andin-villages-and-towns,-$1@Gndmanagers, $10; refer
contestsregulated. (1) No individual maybe a contes eesand judges$15; examining physicians, $10; boxers,
tantin an amateur mixed martial arts fighting contest $5,$40 and mixed martial arts fighteseconds, $4@Gnd
unlessthe individual can provide evidence that he or she trainerstimekeepers$5$1Q The department may limit,
is covered by adequate health insurance. suspendpr revoke any-suclicense_granted under this
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sectionor reprimand the-helder-therelifenseeupon
suchcause as it deems aoient.

SECTION 26. 444.12 of the statutds amended to
read:

444.12 Referee to stop contest.The referee must
stopa professional-boxingontest oamateur mixed mar
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reprimandedor the Dromoter of the contest to forfeit an
amountdetermined by the department, but not more than
$500. Fifty percent of all forfeitures collected under this

tial arts fighting contesivhen either of the contestants
showsa marked superiority or is appareniytclassed.
Thereferee shall be the sole arbitéthe contest and may
consultthe physician identified is. 444.095 (2) (c) dur
ing the contest.

SeCTION 27. 444.13 of the statutds amended to
read:

444.13 Sham contests, licenseevoked. Any pro
moteror club that conducts, holds, gives,participates
in any sham or fake professional-boxountest or ama
teur mixed martial arts fighting conteshall forfeit its

license. Thatlicense shall be revoked by the department,

andthe_promoter oclub shall not bentitled to another

sectionshall be deposited in the appropriation account
unders. 20.165 (1) (im)

SecTiON 29. 444.15 of the statutds amended to
read:

444,15 Reports; examination ofbooks and offi
cers. Whenever any promoter cfub fails to make a
report of any professional-bexingontest_or_amateur
mixed martial arts fighting contesit the time prescribed
or whenever a report is unsatisfactory to the department,
the secretary-of theepartmentay examine the books
and records of the promoter dub-and may subpoena
andexamine, under oath, the promoter orc¢hay’s offi-
cersand other witnesses tietermine the total amount of

Ilcens&qepshauan%heensebelssuedman%elmmat has its gross receipts for any contest, and may hire an inde

ense

pendentauditor to assist in making the determination
The secretary may require the promoteclob to pay the

SeEcTioN 28. 444.14 of the statutes is amended to expensesf conducting the examination or timelepen

read:
444.14Sham contests; contestants penalizeéhr-
feitures; hearing. Any The department shall barcan

dentauditor's fee If a promoter oclub fails to pay the
amountof expenses determined by the secretary to be due
within 20 days after receiving notice of the amount, the

testantwho patrticipates in any sham or fake professional promoteror club shall forfeit its license, be disqualified

boxing contest_or amateur mixedartial arts fighting

contestor violates anyule-orregulation-opromulgated
Qy the departmentshalLb%penahze@asioHeﬁsﬁhe

reneee#th&efenswreﬂppamapang#mﬂ%eemast to
th%ee#ﬁestant—skaﬂ—b&pem;anenﬁy—d&quahﬁed—from shall insure each contestant participating farspital,
further admission-or-participation-in-any-such-contest nursing,and medication expenses and physisiarid

hel ; I X ol ¥ idition, for
eaehsuekpefense—shau—te#en—sueh@cmemt—eu{—eﬂhe

on

from receiving any license under this chapsed forfeit
to the state the sum of $1,000, which mayrdxeovered
by the department of justice in the name of the state.
SecTion 30. 444.18 of the statutds amended to
read:
444,18 Insurance on-boxerscertain contestants
Any licensee authorized to conduct professienal-boxing
contestor amateur mixed martial arts fighting contests

surgeon’sservices according to an equitable fee sehed
ule, not to exceed in the aggregate-$52%,000 to be
paidto, or for the use of, any contestant to compensate for

testa&th&depapnnem—detemmes—m%toﬁen—te—be paidinjuries sustained in anguch contest; and shall insure

into-the-general-fund-of the state.Fhe departmaydn

eachcontestant for not leshan-$2,50325.000to be

determiningthe-amount of the forfeit, may pay the same paidto the contestargt’estate in the event of the contes
euLeLany—guaran&e%depesﬁed—mmn—fepdelweMo the tant'sdeath ashe result of participation in such profes

requirethe contestanty, the contestard’ manager—and

uponthe club by whom theontestant is- employed.-Any

smnaLbexmgcontest oamateur mixed martial arts fight
ing contest
SecTioN 31. 444.19 of the statutes is created to read:
444.19 Feeadjustments by rule. Notwithstanding
$S.444.02(3), 444.03, 444.06, and 444,%the depart
mentmay by ruleadjust the fees under this chapter to
accountfor changes in the departmentosts in adminis

membemﬂh%dep%@en%eﬁh&see@ta@#epan%mspec teringand enforcing this chapter

%pu%&eﬁh%e@nt&stanﬂmtsp@ssess%pen@ng the

SecTioN 32.Nonstatutory provisions.
(1) The department of regulation and licensshgl|

hearingand-determination-of the-department.—For-failure submitin proposed form the rule required under section
to-obey-any-order-of the department or the secretary of the444.0350f the statutes, as created by this act, and any
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additional rules necessary ftire department to imple (3) The authorized FTE positions for the department
mentthis act to the legislative council tahder section  of regulation and licensingreincreased by 3.0 PR pesi
227.15(1) of the statutes no lattivan than the first day  tions, to be funded from the appropriation undection

of the 6th month beginning after théeefive date of this  20.165(1) (g) of the statutes, for the purpose of providing

subsectior_l. _ increasedstaf for the administration of chapter 444
(2) Using the procedurender section 227.24 of the  the statutes, as fafcted by this act.

statutesthe department of regulation and licensing shall SecTion 33.Fiscal changes.
promulgatethe rule required under section 444.035 of the (1) In the schedule under section 20.005 (3) of the

ﬁfégisa"’r‘;fiﬁgtgg tgtrt:(lasn?tcot,ign:lr?]r:a):]tat(rj](ijs!tg)crtl?cl)rntjrl]ees statutedor the appropriation to the department of regula
b " tion and licensing under section 20.165 (1) (g) of the stat

period before the déctive date of the rule submitted .
undersubsection (1), but not to exceed the period autho utes,as afected by the acts @009, the dollar amount is

rized under section 227.24 (1) (c) and (2) of setutes.  ncreasedy $245,44ffor the second fiscal year of the
Notwithstandingsection 227.24 (1) (a), (2) (b), and (3) of flsca_l b|enn|_u_m in Whlch this subsectlor_l t_ak@efto
the statutes, théepartment is not required to provide-evi Provide additional funding for the administraticand
dencethat promulgating a rule under this subsection as anenforcemenof chapter 444 of the statutes, dseted by
emergencyule is necessary for the preservationhaf thisact.

public peace, health, safetyr welfare ands not required SecTion 34.Effective date.

to provide &finding of emegency for a rule promulgated (1) This act takes &ct on the first day of the 7th
underthis subsection. monthbeginning after publication.




