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2009 WISCONSIN ACT 16

AN ACT to amend 20.143 (3) (j), 101.02 (20) (a) and 101.02 (21) (a);tamdeate 15.157 (15) and 101.136 of the
statutesrelating to: the licensing and regulation of thermal system insulation mechanics; cie#tengnal system
insulationcouncil;requiring the employment of a state inspector; establishing standards for installing and maintain
ing thermal system insulation; requiring the exerciseile-making authority; making an appropriation; and provid

ing a penalty
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in ling and maintaininghermal system insulation under an
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: apprenticeshipprogram that is approved by tHepart

mentand that meets the requirements ofdbpartment

SecTion 1. 15.157(15) of the statutes is created to Of workforce development under ch. 106.
read: (d) One member who is a plumbing, heating, or-cool
15.157(15) THERMAL SYSTEM INSULATION COUNCIL. ing contractor in this state.
Thereis created in the department of commerce a thermal ~ SECTION 2. 20.143 (3) (j)of the statutes is amended
systeminsulation councitonsisting of the state thermal to read:
systeminsulation inspector who shall serve as anonvot ~ 20.143(3) (j) Safety and building operations. The
ing secretary of the councthe secretary of commerce or amountsn the schedule for the purposes of chs. 185,
his or her designee, and the following members and168 and ss. 236.12 (2) (a), 236.13 (1) (d) and (2m),
appointedior 3—year terms: and236.335, for the purpose of transferring the amounts
(@) Two members whaepresent major insulation in the schedule under pafkg) to the appropriation
companieshat sponsor aapprenticeship training pro  accountunder par(kg), and for the purpose of transfer
gram in installing and maintaining thermal system ring the amounts in the schedule under. flan) to the
insulationthat is approved by the department and that appropriationaccount under paikm). All moneys
meetsthe requirements of the department of workforce receivedunder ch. 145, ss. 101.136 (6) (b)1.177 (4)
developmentinder ch. 106. (a)4.,101.178, 101.19, 101.63 (9), 101.654 (3), 101.73
(b) One member who is an architdéicensed to do  (12), 101.82 (4), 101.955 (2), 101.973 (7), and 236.12
businessn this state with work experience in the area of (7), except moneys receivehder s. 101.9208 (2m), and
indoorair quality all moneys transferred und2005 Wsconsin Act 45
(c) Two members who are mechanics with at least 10 section76 (6), shall be credited to this appropriation.
yearsof experience in the area of heat and frost insulation ~ Section 3. 101.02 (20) (a) of the statutes is amended
andwho have successfully completedining in instal to read:

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTuTES 200708 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/45
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/45,%20s.%2076
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101.02(20) (a) For purposes of this subsection,
“license” means a license, permit aertificate of certifi
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1. Recommend rules for promulgation by the depart
mentto establish standards for the installation and main

cationor registration issued by the department under ss.tenanceof thermal system insulation in buildings.

101.09(3) (c), 101.122 (2) (c), 101.13601.143 (2) (g),
101.15(2) (e), 101.17, 101.177 (4) (a), 101.178 (2) or (3)
(a), 101.63 (2) or (2m), 101.653, 101.73 ¢5)6), 101.82

2. Recommendo the department requirements for
the licensure of mechanics and circumstances under
which the department may take disciplinary action

(2),101.87, 101.935, 101.95, 101.951, 101.952, 101.985againsta mechanic, including suspension and revocation

(1) to (3), 145.02 (4), 145.035, 145.045, 145.15, 145.16,

145.165145.17, 145.175, 145.18 or 167.10 (6m).
SecTion 4. 101.02 (21) (a) of the statutes is amended
to read:
101.02(21) (a) In this subsection, “license” means a
license,permit or certificate of certification or registra

tion issued by the department under s. 101.09 (3) (c),

101.122(2) (c), 101.136101.143 (2) (g), 101.15 (2) (e),
101.17,101.177 (4) (a), 101.178 (2) or (@), 101.63 (2),
101.653,101.73 (5) or (6), 101.82 (2), 101.87, 101.935,
101.95,101.951101.952, 101.985 (1) to (3), 145.02 (4),
145.035, 145.045, 145.15, 145.16, 145.165, 145.17,
145.175145.18 or 167.10 (6m).

SecTion 5. 101.136 of the statutes is created to read:

101.136 Regulation of thermal system insulation
installation. (1) DerINITIONS. In this section:

(&) “Building” means acommercial, industrial, or
residentialbuilding, structure, or facilityas defined by

thedepartment by rule, but does not include a residential

building, structure, or facility that containsoB fewer res
identialunits.

(b) “Building inspector” means a person who is eerti
fied under rules promulgated by the departmembaie
inspectionsof public buildings and places of employ
ment.

(c) “Council” means the thermal system insulation
council.

(d) “Mechanic” means a person who installs or main
tainsthermal system insulation in heatingentilating,
cooling, plumbing, and refrigeration systems.

of a license.

3. Recommend to the department qualifications for
the state inspector

4. Recommend to the department training and con
tinuing education requirements for mechanics.

(b) The council may consult with engineering author
ities and other aganizations concerneslith safety and
healthissues relatetb thermal system insulation and
mold in performing its duties under this subsection.

(4) InsPeCTION. (&) The department shall employ a
personwho has at least 10 years of experience as a
mechanic,and who hassuccessfully completed an
apprenticeshigrogram in installing andnaintaining
thermalsystem insulation that is approved by the depart
mentand that meets the requirements ofdbpartment
of workforce development under ch. 106, as the state
inspector. The state inspector shall work under the direct
supervisiorof the secretary or his or her designee.

(b) The state inspector shall do @fithe following:

1. Inspect buildings constructed, or in which the
mechanicalsystems have been altered, to determine
whetherthe installation or maintenance of thermal-sys
teminsulation in thoséuildings complies with the stan
dardsestablished by the department under sub. (2). The
stateinspector shall conduct the inspections on a random
basisand whenever requested to dotsoa building
inspector. This subdivision applies to buildings eon
structed,and mechanicalystems that have been altered,
onor after the first day of the 19th month beginning after
the effective date of this subdivision.. [LRB inserts

(e) “State inspector” means the state thermal systemdate].

insulationinspector

() “Thermal system insulation” means a product that
is usedin a heating, ventilating, cooling, plumbing, or
refrigerationsystem to insulate any hot or cold surface,
including a pipe, duct, valve, boileflue, or tank, or
equipmenbn or in a building.

(2) SranpArDs. The department shall promulgate
rulesestablishing standards for the installation and main
tenanceof thermal systennsulation in buildings. The
departmenshall base the standards, to the extent pos
sible, on national industry standards for installing and
maintainingthermal system insulation. Beginning on the
first day ofthe 19th month beginning after théeetive
dateof thissubsection .... [LRB inserts date], thermal sys
teminsulation in buildings shall conform to these stan
dards.

(3) DUTIES OF THE THERMAL SYSTEM INSULATION
counciL. (a) The council shall do all of the following:

2. Provideassistance and information to building
inspectorsvho inspect buildings for compliance with the
standard®stablished by the department under sub. (2).

3. Keep complete and accurate records of all
inspecteduildings, including list identifying all build
ingsthat are in compliance with the standards established
by the department undsub. (2), a list of all buildings
thatare not in compliance wittine standards established
by the department under sub. (2), and a list of all orders
that the state inspector issues under (oér

4. Givewritten notice of noncompliance to the owner
of every building that the statespector determines does
notcomply with the standards established bydépart
mentunder sub. (2).

(c) The state inspector may issue an order requiring
theowner of a building to make repairs or alterations that
the state inspector determines are necessary in order for
thebuilding to comply with the standards establishgd
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thedepartment under sub. (2). The inspector shall issueto the department that the person is qualified for licen

suchan order in writing.
(5) RuLes. The department shall promulgate rules
establishingall of the following:

sure.
(e) The department may not renew a liceisseed
to a mechanic under this section unless the mechanic sub

(a) Requirements for the licensing of mechanics. The mits a certificate to the department that demonstrates that
rules shall provide that a license issued to a mechanicthe mechanic has attended and successfully completed

underthis section is valid for 2 years and is renewable.
(b) A definition of “minor repairs’for purposes of
sub.(6) (a) 2.
(c) License fees for mechanics. The rules sistiib

duringthe previous license period a continuing education
courseapproved by the department, upon consultation
with the council.

(7) LICENSING EXCEPTIONS. The department may

lish fees for the Iicensing of mechanics that are not |eSSWaivea |icensing requirement under sub. (6) for pey
than$250 nor more than $1,000 for each license periOd.Son who is licensed as mechanic in another state in

(d) Training and continuing education requirements
for mechanics.

(e) Procedures governing the assessment of forfei
turesunder sub. (1), including the procedure for issuing
anorder for an alleged violatiaof this section, the proee
durefor contesting an order issued for an alleged viola
tion of this section, and the procedtioe contesting the
assessmerdf a forfeiture for an alleged violation tifis
section.

(6) LICENSING OF MECHANICS. (a) 1. Except as pro
videdin subd. 2., beginning on the first day of the 24th
monthbeginning after the &fctive date of thisubdiv
sion.... [LRB inserts date], no person niagtall or main
tain thermal system insulation in abyilding unless that
personis a mechaniticensed by the department under
this section, is working undehe direct supervision of a

licensedmechanic, or is serving an apprenticeship in the

installationand maintenance of thermal system insula

tion that meets the requirements specified under ch. 106
2. Subdivision 1. does not apply to a person who

makesonly minor repairs to thermal system insulation.
(b) A person wishing to obtain a mechasilitense

shall apply for a license by submitting an application on

a form provided by the department together with the
applicablefee.
(c) Except as provided in pdd), the department may

whichthe standards for licensure are at least as strict as
therequirements under sub. (6).

(8) TEMPORARY AND EMERGENCY LICENSES. The
departmeninay promulgate rules establishing standards
andprocedures for thissuance of temporary and emer
gencylicenses for mechanics. The rule shall prowidz
atemporaryor emegency license issued under this-sub
sectionis valid for 30 days.

(9) ProHBITIONS. NO person may do any of the-fol
lowing:

(a) Make a false statement of material fact in an
applicationfor the issuance aenewal of a license under
this section.

(b) Engage in fraud, misrepresentation, or bribery to
obtaina license under this section.

(10) PenaLTIES. A person who violates this section
or who fails to comply with an order issued by the state
inspectomunder this section is subject to a forfeiture of not

lessthan $2,000 nor more than $5,000 for e@ckation.

(11) ASSESSMENTOF FORFEITURESBY THE DEPART-
MENT. (@) The department may directly assess a forfei
ture by issuing an order against any person who violates
this section or who fails to comply with an ordssued
by the state inspector under this section.

(b) The department shakmit all forfeitures paid to

not issue a license to a mechanic unless the mechanid¢h€ department under thiibsection to the secretary of

meetsthe requirementsstablished by the department by
rule and either of the following requirements:

1. He or she has at least 1,000 hours of experience
eachof 4 consecutive yeaiastalling and maintaining
thermal system insulation under the supervision of a
licensed mechanic and has passed ewamination
approvedby the department.

administratiorfor deposit into the school fund.

(c) All forfeitures that are not paid to tdepartment
asrequired under this subsection shall accrue interest at
the rate of 12 percent per year

(d) The attorney general méying an action in the
nameof the state to collect any forfeiture imposed by the
departmentor interest accruedf, the forfeiture or inter

2. He or she has successfully completed training in €st has not been paid after the exhaustiall aidminis

installing and maintaining thermal systeinsulation
underan apprenticeship program thaggproved by the
departmenandthat meets the requirements of the depart
mentof workforce development under ch. 106.

(d) The department may waieay requirement, or
any portionof a requirement under p#c) for any person
with experience in installing anaintaining thermal sys

trative and judicial reviews. The only contestalssue
in such an actiors whether the forfeiture has been paid.

SecTION 6. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) CounciL. Notwithstanding the length of terms of
the members othe thermal system insulation council
specifiedin section 15.157 (15) (a) to (d) of th&tutes,
as created by this act, the initiahembers shall be

teminsulation upon submission of evidence satisfactory appointedor the following terms:
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(a) Two members for a term that expires on July 1, actsof 2009, the dollaamount is increased by $78,100

2012. for fiscal year 2009-10 and the dollar amount is
(b) Two members for a term that expires on July 1, increasedy $78,100 for fiscal year 2010t10increase
2013. the authorized FTE positions for the department of-com

(c) Two members for a term that expires on July 1, merceby 1.0 PR position tperform the responsibilities
2014. of the state thermal system insulation inspector

SecTION 7. Fiscal changes. SecTioN 8. Effective date.

(1) STATE THERMAL SYSTEMINSULATION INSPECTOR. In (1) This act takes tdct on theday after publication,

theschedule under section 20.005 (3) of the statutes foror onthe 2nd day after publication of the 2002-Hier
the appropriation to the department of commerce under nial budget act, whichever is later
section20.143 (3) (j) of the statutes, aseated by the




