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2009 WISCONSIN ACT 378

AN ACT torenumber and amend 66.0825 (3) (h) and 196.491 (4) (c) tb.amend 30.025 (3m), 66.0303 (3) (a),
66.0825(3) (e), 66.0825 (3) (f), 66.0825 (4) (85.0825 (18), 196.491 (4) (c) 2., 196.491 (4) (c) 3., 706.09 (3) (a)
and893.33 (5); andb create 196.491 (4) (c) 1e. and 196.491 (4) (c) 1m. of the stattgiesing to: exemption for
interstatenatural gas companies from certain requirements regarding real estate transactions and court actions, cre
ationand powers of municipal electric companies, and exemption from certificate of public convenience and neces
sity for certain electric transmission line projects.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in in writing addressed to the concerned municipal gevern
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: ing bodies the specific respects in which the proposed
agreementails to meet the requirements of la®ailure
to disapprove an agreement submitted under this para
graph within 90 days of its submission constitutes
approval. The attorney general, upsnbmission of an
agreementshall transmit a copgf the agreement to the
governorwho shall consult with any state department or
agencyaffected by the agreement. The goversioall
forwardto the attorney general angmments the gover

SecTion 1. 30.025 (3m) of the statutes is amended to
read:

30.025(3m) ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTSORCER-
TAIN PROJECTS. The department is not required to prepare
anenvironmental impact statement under s112) (c)
for the construction of a project that is specifiedsin
196.491(4) (c)-X.1m. or 1sand for which one or more
permitsare requiredbut shall prepare an environmental :
assessmentegarding the construction if théepart normay have concerning the agreement.
ment'srules require an environmental assessment. SECTION 3. 66.0825 (3) (€) of the statutes is amended

SECTION 2. 66.0303 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended t© read: o o
to read: 66.08253) (e) “Municipality” means a cityillage,
66.0303(3) (a) Except as provided in péib) and s. or town, or an electric utilityor combined utilityowned
66.0825(18), an agreement made under this section Or operated by a cityillage, or town
shall, prior to and as a condition precedent to taking ~ SECTION 4. 66.0825 (3) (f) of the statutesasnended
effect, be submitted to the attorney general vdhall to read:
determinewhether the agreemeistin proper form and 66.0825(3) (f) “Person” means a natural person, a
compatiblewith the lawsof this state. The attorney gen  public agencya cooperative, an unincorporated coopera
eral shall approve any agreement submitted under thistive association, or a private corporation, limited liability
paragraphunless the attorney general fintisit it does ~ companyassociationfirm, partnership, or business trust
notmeet the conditions set forth in this section and detailsof any nature, @anized anexisting under the laws of

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTuTES 200708 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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any state-or-gfthe United States, or afyreign nation or
any subdivision of any foreign nation

SecTioN 5. 66.0825(3) (h) of the statutes is renum
bered66.0825 (3) (h) (intro.) and amended to read:

66.0825(3) (h) (intro.) “Public agency” means any
of the following:

1. Any municipality-er-othermunicipal corporation,
political subdivision, governmental undr public corpe
ration, created under the laws of this state-Qaobther
stateor-of, the United States;-and-awmy any foreign
nationor subdivision of any foreign nation.

2. Any state-grthe United States;-am any foreign
nationor subdivision of any foreign nation.

3. Any person, board, or other bodkat isdeclared
by the laws ofiny state-githe United States, or any for
eignnation or any subdivision of any foreign nattorbe
adepartment, agengcygr instrumentality of the state,or
the United States, or the foreign nation or subdivision

SECTION 6. 66.0825 (4) (a) of the statutes is amended
to read:

66.08254) (a) Any combination of municipalities of
thethis state or of this state and other statb#ch oper
atesfacilities for the generation, transmission or distribu
tion of electric power and engr may by contract with
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196.491(4) (c) 1e. In this paragraph, “centerline”
means line drawn through the centerline of an electric
transmission line along its length.

SecTiON 10m. 196.491 (4) (c) 1m. of the statutes is
created to read:

196.491(4) (c) 1m. Except as provided in subd. 1s.,
a certificate under sub. (3) is not required for a person to
constructa high-voltage transmission line desigtied
operationat a nominal voltage of less than 345 kilovolts
if the centerline of theew high-voltage transmission
line is located within 60 feet on either side of the center
line of an existing electritansmissiorine operating at
anominal voltage of 69 kilovolts or moead the appli
cantdemonstrates all of the following:

a. That theproject will not have undue adverse envi
ronmentalimpacts.

b. That the new high-voltage transmission line
requiresthe acquisition in totadf one—half mile or less
of rights—of-wayfrom landowners from which rights—
of-waywere not required to be acquired for ¢hésting
electrictransmission line.

SecTioN 11. 196.491 (4) (c) 2. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

196.491(4) (c) 2. The commission is not required

eachother establish a separate governmental entity to be preparean environmental impact statement under under

known as a municipal electraompanyto be used by the
contractingmunicipalities to déct joint development of
electricenegy resources or production, distribution and
transmissiorof electric power and ergr in whole or in
partfor thebenefit of the contracting municipalities. The
municipalitiesparty to thecontract may amend the con
tractas provided in the contract.

SECTION 7. 66.0825(18) of the statutes is amended
to read:

66.0825(18) OTHER STATUTES. The powers granted
underthis section do not limit the powersmlnicipali
tiesto enterinto integovernmental cooperation or con

s.1.11 (2) (c) for construction that is specified in subd. 1.
1m.or 1s, but shall prepare an environmental assessment
regardingthe construction if an environmental assess
mentis required under the commissismules.

SeEcTION 12. 196.491 (4) (c) 3. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

196.491(4) (c) 3. If construction or utilization of a
high-voltagdaransmission line described in subdld.
or 1s.is precluded or inhibited by a local ordinanites
constructiorand utilization of the line may nevertheless
proceed.

SecTioN 13. 706.09 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended

tracts or to establish separate legal entities under ss.to read:

66.0301to 66.031 or any other applicablaw, or other
wiseto carry out their powengnder applicable statutory
provisions,nor do the powers granted under teéstion
limit the powers reserved to municipalities by state law
Section 66.0303 (3) does not applyatocompanys con
tractsor agreements.

SecTioN 8m. 196.491(4) (c) 1. of the statutes is
renumbered 96.491 (4) (c) 1s. and amended to read:

196.491(4) (c) 1s. A certificate under sub. (3) is not
requiredfor a-persorcooperative associationgamized
underch. 185 for the purpose of producing or furnishing
heat light, power or water to its membete construct a
high—voltageransmission line designed for operation at
anominal voltage of less than 345 kilovolts if all related
constructioractivity takes place entirely within tlagea
of an existing electric transmission line right—of-way

SecTiON 9. 196.491 (4) (c) le. of the statutes is
createdo read:

706.09(3) (a) Public service corporations, railroads,
electric cooperatives, trustees, natural gas companies,
governmental units. While owned, occupied or useg
any public service corporation, any railroad corporation
asdefined in s. 195.02 (1), any water carrier as defined
in s. 195.02 (5), any electremoperative aanized and
operatingon a nonprofit basis under ¢85, any natural
gascompany as defined inl5 USC 717486), or any
trusteeor receiver of any such corporation efectric
cooperativegr natural gas comparnyr any mortgageer
trustdeed trustee or receiver thereof; nor any $oter
estwhile held by the United Statahg state or any politi
cal subdivision or municipal corporation thereof; or

SecTioN 14. 893.33 (5) of the statutes is amentizd
read:

893.33(5) This section bars all claims to an interest
in real property whether rights based on marriage,
remaindersteversions and reverter clausesavenants
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restrictingthe use of reatstate, mortgage liens, old tax in s. 201.01, an electric cooperativgamized and oper
deedsdeath andncome or franchise tax liens, rights as ating on a nonprofitbasis under ch. 185, a natural gas
heirs or under will, or any claim @fny nature, however  companyas defined il5 USC 71746), or any trustee
denominatedand whether such claims are asserted by aor receiver of a railroadorporation, a public service eor
person sui juris or undelisability, whether such person  porationer, an electric cooperative, or a natural gas-com
is within or without the statend whether such personis pany,or toclaims or actions founded upon mortgages or
naturalor corporatepr private or governmental, unless trustdeeds executed by that cooperativecorporation,
within the 30-year period provided by sub. (2) there has companyor trustees or receivers of that cooperatiyve
been recorded in thefafe of the register of deeds some corporation,or company This section also does not
instrumentexpressly referring to the existence tbé applyto real estate or an interest in real estate while the
claim, or a notice pursuant to this section. Téastion recordtitle to the real estate or interest in real estate
doesnot apply to any action commenced or any defenseremainsin the state or a political subdivision or munici

or counterclaim asserted, by any person who is in possespal corporation of this state.

sion of the real estate involved as owner at the time the  SecTion 15. Initial applicability.

actionis commenced. This section doesamply to any (1) Q.aivs BARRED. The treatment of secti@®93.33
realestate or interest in real estate while the retited (5) of the statutes first applies to an action commenced or
to the real estate or interest in real estate remaingiit a  defenseor counterclaim asserted on théeefive date of
roadcorporation, a public service corporation as defined this subsection.
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