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Chapter WCD 20 

FISHING; INLAND WATERS; OUTLYING WATERS 

WCD 20.01 
WCD 20.0 2 

W CD 20.0 3 
W C D 20.04 

WCD 20.0 5 

W CD 20.06 

WCD ~0.07 

W CD 20.0 8 

Closed seasons 
W a t e rs c la ssifi ed ; hook 
and line fi s hing in ou t 
ly ing w a ters 
Season t a bles 
Open seasons in SP~<'l
fl ed w a t ers 
Closed season f or em y 
flsh a nd frogs 
Pro hibited fishing unde r 
particula r condition ~ 
Pro hibite d m e th od s of 
fishing 
Turtle tra ps 

W CD 20.09 Dip nets in inl a nd w a 
ters 

W CD 20.10 'Minnow n e ts, tra ps , an<l 
Re ines 

v\TCD ~0.11 Whitefish and c isco ln 
inla nd w a ters 

WCD 20.1 2 Se t lin es a nd s et o r 
ba nk poles in i nland 
\Va t erH 

W CD 20.1 3 Fis h shanties, shelte r s , 
ice fi s hing hours a nd ice 
tl s hing in outlying w a 
ters 

';vcn 20.14 Cornmi s~ i o n permitted 
/ / t o t a k e fi s h 

(Sections 29.085 and 29.174, Wis. 8tats.) 

WCD 20.01 Closed sea~mns . T he1·e shall be an d are pr ov:i ded nnd 
swblished th following open an d closed seasons, bag Li mit s, size 

limits, possession Limit$ and other r g ulations fol' the several varieties 
11.nci ~pecies ~r( fi sh, crayfish, and ft·ogs i:n t he waters wi thin the state 
f Wisconsin . A closed s uson is estabUshed for each va.riet-y of fish, 

crayfi sh an d frogs named in tbis chapter extending during a ll the 
time of th ye~lr except t he open season period embrac 'd within t he 
specilled dates, both inclusive, and xcep as otherwise expressly pro
vided no pe1·son shall take, catch oi· kill fis h of a ny variety, or fis h 
fol' fish by any menns other th:m with hoo k and line, no1· at any t im , 
othe1· than the open . ason th refor, n r have in his possession or 
under hl · ont1:0L :my fish, crayfish, or frogs in excess of the dai ly bag 
ot' jlossession li mit, 01· below t he minimum s.iz therefor during the 
open season. 

WCD 20.02 Waters classified; hook i~nd line fishing in outlying wa
ters. (1) For the purpose of regulating hook and line fishing in out
lying waters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession limits 
shall be the same as those prescribed for the inland waters of the 
county in which such outlying waters are located, except as otherwise 
specifically provided in the following table . 

~Pt' f ' il'S Arr-a Open Rcasnn Dail y hng Mi nimum 
limit length (inches) 

(n)"¥eltew walleye and I .. a.ke Superior At all times ;) rn 
sauger .,,.--
E xcept there shall be no bag h1m t, [row July 1 to epk\muer 3() for ycllo w11ll ye aud 

R&uger that are 15 inches or more lakeJ1 from outlying waters or Ln1<o. Superior, ex lUAivu of 
bounded bays and resen·e wn.ters. 

. I Green Day I At all times ;i I. 

Except there shall be uo bag limit from May 20 to April 9 for yellow walleye l\nd armi,:ur 
that a re 15 inches or more t.a kcn from outl ying watcrR of G rC'en Bay, exclusive r b~tmd, 
hRys and reserve waters. 
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(h) Northern pike or 
pickerel 

. \l'(.'ll Open HPRH<Jn 

Lnkt~ .i\li<'hi,L~Tu1 /\ .. t ull r,jnw."5 
and Gret>n Ba~' 

Daily ba~ 
limit 

Minimum 
length (incheK) 

Xo sizl' limit 

J~x<-'t~pt there shall be uu haK limit from May ~O to April ~I for northern pike or picken·I 
t.ltat nrP :.!O inche8 or morP tak1•n from outlying wRter:-; of Green Bny, cxr]m~ive of bnunch_•d 
bny."5 arnl reservP watPl'I~. 

(e) Perch 

((!)Lake trout 

Lnkb ~t 11wrlnr At all ti11w.-; 

Jn a ll l,u1 lvi a5!; . .\t nll t,i11111ti 

waters, i11t;lnd-
ing 1 l)1JJJtlOLl 
bay:-; !Wei re· 
l':H~ITC waters. 

-----
\ "" ,<izc limit 

No bag limit:-; or r-dzc limit; ex
<'ept from April 10 tu May l!J in 
the wah•rs of ~muthern Green 
Bay and from April 10 to May 
31 in Lake Michigan and north
ern Green Bay there shall be a 
daily bag limit of 50 per day and 
sud1 fish takm1 between those 
dates shall not be sold, traded 
m· bartered in auy nut.mwr. 

Lakt! Micliiga11 Nm•(lomli1;1• LI - No bag limit 
and GrePn Bay 0 ~ ti0h 1•r U 

17 

r .nke ,...,uperior >'< \)\'W'11.>frr 11-
!'lup/emht·I' :lO 

:\'"o ba~ limit 17 

(1~) Tlie1·1· Hlinll ht! no bag limit on c•atiiHh lfi i1wheH or morf~ in the outlying wakr8 rxl'1uHin• 
of houwled bnyt':i and re8erv1• wnterH. 

(f) Herring of any i"izr with no hag liuiit nrny lw takt~n hy hook aml line at all tim(•:-; in tl1e 
outlying waterH. 

(g) All sp~air)j 1~( Ii.ah t)f luwful Hiz1• mn..v bt mlwu from t ]i{' 1 1L tlviJHC W(LtC>.1'8 i1u.1h,ullug hu· 
quamcgtrn buy by !,rolli ng Cr~11u a mof.or-dl'iv •H pr .... ailboat t lur.iug· tb · fJ{lN1 lit!n~mi t h rt..•for. 
It i-ihnll bn uulnwf~d t,o ap~nr n.ny ~ppr·l C2J or vnl'i t•t,,. of fish iu t.IH.i outlyi1111: t~nd tese.n ·fl w~lUl'ff 
at any tinm, I!~ · 1~ pl. thn11 t· 1~r1J 11 1ay bl· HJll~fLr,:tl ftm11°.N unrif'P to 1i: 1m~c t i11 n.11 uutlj•,ruc' 1t.li1f"'.i 1 n.1Hl 
Jake trout n11d n(')rtJ 11:~.rn pi lrn may bP. KJ)\1J:nod ·t,hrou gh the itl(!. in L.u.ko ~ 11p 11ri111·: · 

(2) INTERSTATE INLAND BOUNDARY WATERS. Fishing seasons and 
other fishing regulations on the interstate boundary waters between 
the state of Wisconsin and Minnesota and the states of Wisconsin and 
Iowa, namely the Mississippi river, Lake Pepin, the St. Croix river, 
Lake St. Croix, and the St. Louis river, where they form a common 
boundary between the said states and on interstate boundary waters 
between the states of Wisconsin and Michigan are not established 
under the provisions of this chapter. 

( 3) INLAND WATERS. Fishing seasons and other fishing regulations 
in all other waters classified as inland waters including the Kakagon 
sloughs in Ashland county come under the provisions of this chapter. 

WCD 20.03 Sea'Son tables. Open and closed season, size and bag · 
limits and measurements. (1) The open seasons specified in the follow- l 
ing table apply to fishing in open water and fishing through the ice, [ 
except that the conservation director shall close the season for fish
ing through the ice in any inland waters when he finds after scientific 
investigation and study that continued fishing through the ice in such 
waters would result in a depletion of the supply of game fish therein 
and that such dosed season is necessary to conserve the fish supply 
and insm·e the citizens of this state continued opportunities for good 
fishing therein and such closed seasons shall be put into effect by post
ing a notice thereof on or in the vicinity of the shore of the waters 
affected, such posting being deemed by the commission to be the most 
feasible way of notifying the public that such closed season is in 
dfoct and such closed seasons shall remain in full force and effect 
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so long as such waters are cove~·ed with ice and so long as such post
ing is C~l)finued. For open seasons in specified waters see section 
WCD 20:04. The possession limit for each species of fish shall be the 
same as the daily bag limit specified in this order. The measurement 
of all fish taken shall be in a straight line from the tip of the snout 
to the utmost end of the tail-fin fully extended. 

Kind of fish and looality 

(a) Largemouth bass and smallmouth 
bas• (Bag limit mean• total of all) 

In all water8 in Dane, Grant, Green, Jefferson, 
J owa, Kenrn'.\ha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Rar.ine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha count.ies in
cluding the Wisconsin river from tho Prairie 
dtt Sac Dan1 downstmam ____ __ __ ___________ _ 

In all other waters __ _______ -------- _ __ _ 

(b) Yellow walleye and sauger 
Hee also section WCD 20.04 
In all waters north of state highway G4_ 

Open seasons 
(both dates) 

inclusive) 

Apiil 28 tn 
Februal'y 1 ~i 

.Tune 2a to 
Ji'ebrunry Jfj 

May 12 to 
Fehruary 1 ;) 

In all waters south of stA.te highway 04 __ __ __ __ April 28 to 
Pcbr11ary 1 ;) 

( ) Northern plk'l or plckcr.,J 
, c al•o ac Liou WCD 20.0 I 
l H.lo.nd LA];;:c ubn.bl in ,hi ppown A.nd Rusk conn
ti()l! (h1cltlll(>J! Islam!, Cllllln, Ma 11m1, 110 111: 1m1 I 
11 urcU \nit<'!!) : the Con rt Orc111 <'1l d 11tlt1 i,i1 81 l\'y~1· 
Mountv (hi hul"" Gri11d"t-0no, our Oreill cs, 
Wl1Hclikh , St1nd, l;i""1lbngnmn . n url Holly lakes 
nnd .13i ll jY Bo~· nowl\gu); all waters in Iron, 
Oneida, r'ric and Vilas counties________ ____ No r.losed ri •iumn 

In all other waters north of state highway 04 -· 

In all waters south of state highway 04 __ __ ___ _ 

(d) Muskellunge (Includes hybrid 
muskellunge ) ___ ••••• ___ ____ _ 

(e) Trout (any variety except lake tl'Out) 
(Bag limit means total of all) 

In nil waters ___________ _________________ __ _ 

There shall be a special open season for t.rout 
in the following waters: 
Ashland eounty-
Dad river from its mouth upstrcum to Copper 
Falls; 
Potato river from it8 rnouth upstream to Gucr
ncy Falls; 
White river from it,"! mouth up8tream to \Vhite 
river dam; · 
'B11y6cld eoua.L-y-
Iron r iver fro111 ilri in tiu l-11 upwtrt! rn to tJu-

rlrmta 1liun; 
l~lag river ftorn iur nHmlh upEc tJ·ctt m to the j u uc.
tion with Little h\I'; ri\'cr ('l'·lON, Ut!W, . ·~c
tiou 2 ) ; 
Crnnberry rll'er lrom it'" moutb 11 pt1 t rcam to the 
l.cnawce r o11d (ToON. R7W. H<lobou 2$); 
.~is kowitt,, r i v~r from it.a ru<lulb ups lTemn trJ tho 
•ncond bridg!o (T ii l N, UllW ,, rM1111 ll5) i 
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May 12 to 
Februn.ry 1.1 

April 28 to 
February 1.1 

May 19 to 
November 15 

April 28 to 
September 7 

Dai l ~· 
h:ll( 
limit. 

10 but llOt 
more thnn 

!~,nu;;~· 

Mi11irnum 
lengt.h 

(inches) 

Nu ~izc Jirnit 

No 13izo limit, 

No size limit 

No ::;izc limit 

No :rsize liniit 

ao 

I 

. 1 

.. 
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l\:iml of fish and locality 

Sioux river £rum its mouth upstrea1n to "Big 
Rock Falls" (T49N, lt4W, Section 18); 
F'h;h river and Fi~h creek from its mouth up
::.trcam to the junct.ion of Pinc creek in T47N, 
lUiW, Section 13; 
Douglas county-
Bnlle riv~r from it.s mouth upstrPa..m to U. S. 
highway~ __ __ __ -· • --·--- - --- ----- - ---

Edi t h, 1•1orcn1c:o, 1H.'lllt1 Mnnt.g-0111(\1' nnd Po.Hon 
11'kt!JI 111 fo' lt.u'Nlt:\• Nl11 11 t.,1· ; Or<.'en lnlm In Onmn 
r,nk(! 1•9unt,y; O'Brinn ln!U' In l~on county; B1•nr. 
'rV!tl.nl, Flr.r~111w, M'ot::\\1<', 1wd 1'1uw(' lnlc\'I! nn<I 

P hloiqiond i11 Lu 11 11.l"rln ~minty: Ln11g-Tl1L"" 111.ke 
i11 Li1u.10ln rounhT: I:.!t•b1l, Llm !_• t~ il i-;ti , finnd, *1uir
J' <"l, u.nd Th under htkes iu Mttrln ·Lto cOunt.y; 
!lnulrlor, :-;bl),)-. <1nrl W hito lokes in I ronlo 
""""t. : Do1·ti tlw, U ly 1 1111(1 Ll~U , Jl~ Ink~ 
lu Clnoidn '-'111.in t"r : Tir-,· 1 ~ lniH'I ·in Sauk om1nt.y, 
Tlr '"'1h IJLkv i11 fol l (!1.,1lx 1•0HLn!.1· : 01· 1·11~ . 1 \11 . 
mt1ml. uml Tt ... v~· ln.kt•a: in runs "uuntv: riu.kl' 
G(Hh·\·n i11 \VulwnrlJI tion u l.\,.i RpNH't .. I' l1lkt .. in 
\Vaupu.tm 1in11h ty; n nd P1 •u.rl (lh tl Tiil t11• :-0.il \' t•I' 
lnkflfl! 111 \Vr,11.tifrnrn "mmt1,\·~ 

(f) Lake trout _ 

(g) Catfish __ _ 

(h} Sand, shovel-nosed or hacklcback 
sturgeon - ___ ------

(i) '"White bass and yellow bass (striped) 
(Tin~ limit mea.m1 t.ot.n.1 of hot.h) 

(j) *Rock ha••-- --------

(k) *Crappie 

( I) *Sunfishes, bluegills, and roach 
(Rag limit nwa1Js t.ot-nl of all) _ 

(m) *Perch___ ____ ___ . __ _ _ _ __ ·--
>!<There is no hn.g limit on whitr. bn~s and yellow 
(stL·ipcd) bnss, ronk hn..~i:i. cra.ppir., Runfi.o;h, lJlur.
gill. roach, n.nrl pPrch in Lakf'. 1\1Pnclnt-n in Dnnr. 
('Ollnty 

(n) Bullhends 
Hea\•N' Dam Lake and Fox lak(~ in Dod,M;e <'ounty 
In all othC't' watei."'· -- -- - ----- - -- - --- · -- - - --· 

(o) Cisco and whitefish __________________ _ 

(p) Rock or lnke s turgeon 
Rock or lo kc st.urll:oon n nrl cmt6sb may be taken 
in tho watCJ>I DI 1_.n.ke Winm>bflgo in Calumet, 
Foml tlu LIU!, anti WinnchnJ1<1 oou nties by spear-
ing onlY--- - ----··--- ---- -------- - - ---

Rock or lako sturgeon and catfish mav be taken 
in t.lw waters of Lake Poygan in Winnebago 
and Waushara counties; Lake Butte des Marts 
and Lake Winneconne in Winnebago county by 
spenrin~ only ______________________________ _ 

No 11venrtt p r rnl ti••cl in fishing shanties prior to 
the opening date fur • !)earing in the waters on 
whioh &urh shru:it.i('R o..rc located. 

Rock or Juke sturgeon may be taken in all other 
wnters by hook und line only ___ __ ___________ _ 

Open Beaaons 
(both dates 

inclusive) 

8cptembcr 8 to 
November 15 

kt•nt.(lmhcr 8 to 
Frhruary 15 

.January 1 to 
Reptembrr 30 

~o 1•lo.~ml r...ruioo 

No r.losed SC'R~nn 

No closNl R<'llSOn 

Ko cloRed sea:::;on 

:"J' o <·loRr<l 8C1U!lo n 

~ o r.loscd tlU .. hU 

~O <•JORf'<i ""'L.t; nn 

No C'loscd scai:mn 
No rlospd ~ ('ft~wn 

No c 1 OR~d "Pi~no 

February 11 to 
March 1 

February 11 to 
Febrnary rn 

September 5 to 
October 15 

Daily 
bag 

Jimit 

10 but nnt 
more than 
10 pounds 
anrl 1 fish 

10 but not 
more than 
lO poun<is 
and 1 fish 

2i) 

2[) 

~c _,, 

2:1 

~;) 

2!) 

2;') 

2;) 
Nonr. 

25 

"S,ie Note 

*Rec Not.c 

•Ree Note 

Minimum 
length 

(inches) 

13 

17 

No size limit 

No size limit 

No size limit 

No size limit 

No shH>: limit 

No size limit 

No RizC' limit 

No size li1nit 
No size limit 

No size limit 

40 

40 

30 
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Kind of fish ~nd lnf·tt.lity 
()ppn ~Ctl."IUIH; 
(both <lat.es ) 

i1wlu:--ivl1
) 

Daily 
htt,u; 
H111 lt· 

Minimum 
length 

(incheR) 
- ----1------

* 1Vofc A tag costing one dollar muRt be attached 
immediately and locked to the tail of each 
sturgeon <'n.ught. 
TAg~ nr~ iABucd IJy tho uonMt!rrntion ,.J pnvt· 
nicnt. Ni>t m or llmu 2 ouah 111.1{£1 l>J inll he 
isJILll'd to 1111 1• peraon. Th~ eerinl 11\lmhcr of 
rit1c\t I.Ilg • liull \in 1•nt<l'r fid <H• ~h ' fi11!ting Ile tL~r 
l>y tho pcl'Sl) ll i~ul ng· su"h tng11. Ccn•llll ropo1·t-s 
\') ll form~ furr1l1du1d hy tl1c dtinRrin·aLinn_ tlop1\l'lr
m nt 11m~ ti ht.• filed wit.h Ibo 1:oru;ervu.t.J11 11 tl~ 
pa.rtnwnt not. lat.~r than April 1 of l'A.cl1 yrur. 

(•J) Paddle-fish or spoonbill cat 

(2) Each µ i·son who has sp~•ru:ed a sturgeon ~ru1g the pe.i1 s a
son for spearu1g- sturgeon shall exhibit such turgeor1 with hfa 
sturgeon tag attached as required by section 29. 96, Wis. Stats., to a 
conservation 111arde11 1· oth >r authorized conservation depal·tment 
pel'sonnel ol" cooperatin .• age11t in the county where taken not later 
than 24 hours following the spea1'ing· of such 'fish. Upon approval by 
the officer, sairl officer shall attach a special tag to such sturgeon 
indicating that it has been inspected a11d reco1·ded and such tag shall 
remain attached and locked to said sturgeon until the carcass is finally 
consumed. 

(3) A closed seaso11 is establish d 1'01· th taki11g, catcl1ing, or kill
ing of fi sh o:f ~ny va1·i ty or t\13hing· for fish frrnn Decembel' 1 to the 
followin g Api·il 2!, both dates 'inclusive, on all waters commonly 
known a~ the hipl1 wa flowage and Lhat par of the Chippewa 
river in t h ' following· describ d area, Sawyer county: 

Township 39 north, rang·e 6 west. 
Sections 1, 2, and 3. 
Township 39 north, range 7 west. 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, and 10. 
Township 3!J riorth, range 8 west. 
Sections 1 and 12. 
Township 40 north, range 6 west. 
Sections 3, G, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 

29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 . 
. Township 40 1101·th, range 7 west. 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,,12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, and 36. 
·Township 40 north, range 8 west. 
Sections 13, 24, 25, 26, 35, and 36. 

WCD 20.04 Open seasons in specified waters. ( 1) The open season 
for hook and line fishing for northern pike or pickerel and yellow 
walleye and sauger in the following described waters shall begin on 
April 1 each year. Bag limits, possession limits, and size limits shall be 
the same as prescribed in the season tables. 

(a) Wolf rfoer waters. The Wolf river waters shall include the 
following: 

1. Lake Poygan in Winnebago and Waushara counties. 
2. Lakes Winneconne and Big Butte des Marts in Winnebago 

county. 
1:-2-f,(i 
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3. The Wolf river in Winnebago, Waupaca, and Outagamie counties 
and in Shawano county upstream to the dam in the city of Shawano. 

4. The Willow river in Waushara county beginning at the dam at 
Auroraville downstream to Lake Poygan. 

5. The Pine river in Waushara county beginning at the dam at 
Poysippi downstream to Lake Poygan . 

(b) Fox river water.q, The Fox river waters shall include: 
1. The Fox river in Marquette, Green Lake, Waushara, Winnebago, 

and Outagamie counties, and downstream to the dam at DePere in 
Brown county. 

2. Buffalo lake in Marquette county. 
3. Lake Puckaway in Green Lake county. 
4. Little Lake Butte des Morts in Winnebago county. 
5. Grand river from Fairwater downstream to its junction with the 

Fox river. 

(c) Lake Winnebago waters. Lake Winnebago waters shall include: 
1. Lake Winnebago in Calumet, Fond du Lac, and Winnebago 

counties. 
2. Fond du Lac river within the city limits of Fond du Lac. 
( d) Little Fox river waters. The Little Fox river waters shall 

include the Fox river in Kenosha county. 
( e) Rock river water,q, The Rock river waters shall include: 
1. The Rock river in Dodge, Jefferson and Rock counties. 
2. The Crawfish river in Columbia, Dodge, and Jefferson counties. 
3. The Beaver Dam river beginning at the dam in the city of Beaver 

Dam in Dodge county downstream to the Crawfish river. 
4. The Scuppernong river beginning at the dam at Palmyra in 

Jefferson county downstream to the Bark river. 
5. The Bark river beginning at the dam at Hebron in Jefferson 

county and downstream to the Rock river. 
6. The Yahara (Catfish) river beginning at the dam at Fulton in 

Rock county downstream to the Rock river. 
7. Busseyville creek in Dane and Jefferson counties beginning at the 

Rockdale dam downstream to Lake Koshkonong. 
(f) Wisconsin river waters. The Wisconsin river waters shall in

clude the Wisconsin river beginning at the Mosinee dam in Marathon 
county downstream to Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad bridge 
in Crawford and Grant counties, including all connecting sloughs and 
bayous, except that part of the Yellow river in the Castle Rock flow
age in Juneau county upstream from 'the county trunk highway "G" 
bridge. 

(g) Lake Koshkonong waters. Lake Koshkonong waters shall in
clude Lake Koshkonong in Dane, Jefferson, and Rock counties. 

(h) Lafayette county wa.ters. The Lafayette county waters shall 
include the Pecatonica river and the Fever river in Lafayette county. 

(i) M.anitowoc county waters. The Manitowoc county waters shall 
include the Branch river, the East and West Twin rivers, the Little 
Manitowoc river, the Manitowoc river, and the Sheboygan river in 
Manitowoc county. 

(j) Sheboygan county waters. The Sheboygan county waters shall 
include the Black river, the Pigeon river, and the Sheboygan river in 
Sheboygan county. 

1-2-!ifi 
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(2) DUCK CREEK, OPEN SEASON. There shall be an open season fol' 
the taking of all species of fish through the ice only from sunrise to 
sunset, by means of spears or dip nets, with no size limit or bag limit, 
in the waters of Duck creek, beginning at its mouth and extending 
upstream to the first dam above Pamperin Park, all in the town of 
Howard, Brown county, 'Visconsin. 

(a) All fish taken from Duck creek under the provisions of this 
subsection shall be removed from the ice and no game fish so taken 
shall be sold, traded or ba1-tered in any manner. 

(b) This season shall be effective from January 1 until the ice goes 
out of that area of Duck creek defined in this subsection. 

(3) SPECIAL WATERS. (a) There shall be no closed season for hook 
and line fishing for any species of fish in the following described 
waters, all bag limits, minimum size limits and other regulations 
governing fish and fishing as set forth in the provisions of this order 
shall i·emain in full force and effect; Goose lake in Adams county; 
Petenwell tlowage in Adams and Juneau counties; Lizzie Paul's lake 
in Buffalo county; Knickerbocker and Shattuck lakes in Chippewa 
county; Bass and Crystal lakes in Dane county; Lake Koshkonong in 
Dane, Jefferson and Rock counties; Beaver Dam, Emily, and Lost 
lakes and Lake Sinnissippi in Dodge county; Dunnville Bottoms ex
cluding the Red Cedar river in Dunn county; Price lake in Florence 
county; Mullet lake in Fond du Lac county; Rush lake in Fond du Lac 
and "Winnebago counties; Heart and Maria lakes in Green Lake 
county; Bean, Hahn, Hope, Red Cedar and Mud lake at Koshkonong 
in Jefferson county; Lily and Montgomery lakes in Kenosha county; 
Silver Birch lake in Pepin county; Little Horseshoe lake in Polk 
county; Bass and Pleasant lakes in Portage county; Gates, Perch, 
Riley and Sailor lakes in Price county; Bowers and Grass lakes in 
Rock county; No. 4 lake in Rusk county; Bushnell, Pine, Three, and 
Twin lakes in St. Croix county; Kol pack and White lakes in Shawano 
county; Sheboygan Marsh in Sheboygan county; Loraine, North, 
Pell and Wandawega lakes in Walworth county; Big Muskego lake 
(except Bass Bay) in Waukesha county; Crystal, Kinney, Silver, 
and White lakes in Waupaca county. 

(b) Dip netting is permitted through the ice only from 7:00 a.m. 
to 3 :30 p.m. for any species of fish in the following· described watei·s, 
all bag limits, size limits, and other regulations governing fish and 
fishing as set forth in this order shall remain in full force and effect: 
. oo.se Jake in Adams ·ounty; Lizzie Vau l's lak in Buffalo county; 

Knicket•bocker and Shattuck lakes in Chippewa cotmty; Bass and 
Crystal Jakes in Dane county; Emily and Lost Jakes in Dodge county; 
Dmmvill Bottoms excluding lh Red C •da I' l'ivet iii Dum1 county; 
Pri.c • lake ·in l'' lo!'enc county; Mn) let lake i.11 F ol1d du Lac county; 
Rush lake in Pond du Lac and \•\'inneba o counties ; Heart and Ma1'ia 
luk s in Gr en Lake county; LUy and Montgomery lakes i11 Kenosha 
county; Silver Birch lake in Pepin county; Little Horseshoe lake in 
Polk county; Bass and Pleasant lakes in Portage county; Gates, Perch, 
Riley, and Sailor lakes in Price county; Bowers and Grass lakes in 
Rock county; No. 4 lake in Rusk county; Bushnell, Pine, Three, and 
Twin lakes in St. Croix county; Kolpack and White lakes in Shawano 
county; Loraine, North, Pell, and Wandawega lakes in Walworth 
county; Big Muskego lake (except Bass Bay) in Waukesha county; 
Crystal, Kinney, Silver and White lakes in Waupaca county. 
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(4) EXPERIMENTAL WATERS; PERMITS; REPORTS. (a) It shall be 
unlawful for any person to take, catch or kill fish or fish for fish in the 
waters of Murphy flowage located on that part of Hemlock creek 
extending from county highway "F" in section 29 upstream to the 
inlet in section 27, township 36 north, range 9 west, Rusk county, in 
the waters of Nebish, Spruce, Mystery, Escanaba and Pallette lakes 
situated in sections 34 and 35, township 42 north, range 7 east, and 
sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11 and 12, township 41 north, range 7 east, Vilas 
county, and in the waters of Lawrence creek situated in section 36, 
township 17 north, range 7 east, Adams county, and in sections 31 
and 32, township 17 north, range 8 east and sections 4 and 5, town
ship 16 north, range 7 east, Marquette county, except under the fol
lowing conditions: 

1. Fishing in such waters is authorized only under permit, which 
may be secured at the checking stations indicated by posted signs 
in the immediate area. 

2. Fishing in such waters shall be done only with hook and line 
or rod and reel or such other method as may be designated on the 
permit, and subject to the conditions and limitations set forth therein. 

3. The provisions of this order shall apply to such waters through
out the year. 

4. All permits are valid only for the date issued and shall be turned 
in at the checking stations at the termination of each day's fishing 
activities by the fisherman. 

5. All fish taken pursuant to this section shall be exhibited to the 
conservation commission or its agents at the checking station for 
examination, identification and marking. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch or kill fish 
or fish for fish in the waters of Lake Eau Claire and the Eau Claire 
river from the Lake Eau Claire dam in section 5, township 26 north, 
range 6 west, upstream to the Troubled Waters bridge on highway 
"G" in section 12, township 26 north, range 6 west, in that portion of 
Hay creek downstream from highway "MN" in section 34, township 
26 north, range 6 west, and that portion of Muskrat creek downstream 
from county highway "MN" in sections 25 and 35, township 26 north, 
range 6 west, Eau Claire county, in the waters of Mauthe lake located 
in sections 11, 12, 13 and 14, township 13 north, range 19 east, Fond 
du Lac county, and in the waters of the Yellowstone river, including 
Yellowstone lake, from the dam located in section 1, township 3 north, 
range 4 east upstream to the highway "F" bridge in section 35, town
ship 4 north, range 4 east in Lafayette county, except under the 
following conditions: 

1. Fishing in such waters shall be done only with hook and line 
or rod and reel except that rough fish and minnows may be taken 
as authorized under the general fishing regulations in the county in 
which such waters are located. 

2. The provisions of this section shall apply to such waters through
out the year. 

3. All fishermen (on these waters) are required to record their 
catch on creel census cards available at the boat landings. 

4. There is a continuous open season with no daily bag limit or 
size limit for all species of fish contained in these waters. 
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(5) PESHTIGO RIVER; FLY FISHING ONLY. (a) It shall be unlawful 
for any person to take, catch, or kill fish, or fish for fish by any 
means other than the use of an artificial fly by the method commonly 
known as "fly fishing" in the following described waters with ·a daily 
bag limit of five trout per day, but not more than 10 pounds and 
one fish, and a minimum size ~imit of twelve inches: 

Peshtigo River-In, on or along that part of the Peshtigo River 
lying in Marinette County, Wisconsin, beginning at the ·Johnson 
Falls dam in the SW 1.4 of the SW 1.4 of Section 32, Township 33 
North, Range 19 East, and extending downstream to the foot of 
Spring Rapids in the SW 1.4 ·of the SE 1.4 of Section 15, Township 32 
North, Range 19 East. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, an artificial fly means a single 
hook dressed with fur, feathers, hair, silk, tinsel, thread or similar 
material to imitate the natural food of trout. 

(c) Ex~ept as otherwise specifically provided in this section, the 
open and closed seasons and other regulations established by this 
chapter shall apply to the area described herein. 

HJ111tory1jCr. 20.04 (5) Register, March, 1956. No. 3. Eff. April 28, 1956 . 

Register, March, 1956, No. 3 
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WCD 20.05 Closed season for crayfish and frogs. (1) CRAYFISH. 
There shall be a closed season on crayfish or crabs in Crawford, Grant, 
La Crosse, and Vernon counties from March 1 to Saturday nearest 
May 1. In all other inland waters the closed season shall be from 
March 1 to June 15. During this period it is unlawful to take, capture, 
kill, or have in possession or under control any crayfish or crab taken 
from the inland waters. 

(2) METHOD OF TAKING. During the open season crayfish or crabs 
may be taken in the following ways: By hand in all counties; By 
minnow seines and minnow dip nets where the same are permitted for 
the taking of minnows (see minnow regulations, section wcrf·-
20.10); By crab traps with the entrance of the trap not to exceed 
1 % inches in diameter in the following named counties: 

Brown 
Buffalo 
Calumet 
Crawford 
Fond du Lac 
Grant 
Green Lake 
Kewaunee 

La Crosse 
Manitowoc 
Oneida 
Outagamie (See 

par. (3 )/'(b) 
Pepin 
Pierce 
Sheboygan 

Trempealeau 
Vernon 
Vilas 
Waukesha 
Waupaca 
Waushara 
Winnebago (See 

par. (3 Y (b) 

and up to a point 5 miles inland on all rivers and streams located in 
Oconto county which flow into the waters of Green Bay. 

(3) (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to set, place or oper
ate any crayfish trap in any stream inhabited by trout. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to set, place or operate any 
crayfish trap from March 1 to July 14, both dates inclusive, in, on 
and along all that part of Little Lake Butte des Morts and the Fox 
river in Winnebago and Outagamie counties beginning at the outlet 
of Lake Winnebago and extending downstream to the upper Appleton 
dam in section 35, township 21 north, range 17 east, in the city of 
Appleton, including all connecting sloughs, bayous and backwaters. 

(4) FROGS. (a) The open season for taking, killing or capturing 
frogs shall be from April 30 to December 31, both dates inclusive. 

(b) All frogs taken legally during the open season may be held, 
purchased, and sold during the closed season. Persons engaged in the 
business of propagating frogs may possess and sell frogs at any time. 

( c) There shall be no open season for bullfrogs in Jefferson and 
Wal worth counties. 

WCD 20.06 Prohibited fishing under particular conditions. (1) (a) 
Waters and methods. No person shall take, capture, or kill fish of any 
variety or fish for fish during the closed season for trout in streams 
and creeks containing trout . 

(b) Use of boat. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, cap
ture, or kill fish or fish for fish of any variety at any time in the 
inland waters of this state from a motor-driven boat when the motor 
is running or from any boat in tow of a motor-driven boat when the 
motor is running or from any sailboat when in motion; or by means of 
shutting or drawing off water for that purpose. 

( c) Fishing near dams. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
take, capture, or kill fish of any variety or fish for fish by means other 
than with hook and line within two hundred feet of any fishway, lock 
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or <lam in the inland wat ·s at ai1.y time, except that whitefish and 
cisco 111ay be taken with dip nets, subject t sectio.n WCD 20.11, 
within 200 fe t of. the Long lake dam on the Brill ·i:ver at the outlet 
of Long lak iii th SW1A. of the SW~ of section 24, T :37 N, R 11 
W, Washburn com1ty and withi1 200 feet of the Mikana da)ll on th 
Red Oedar l'iv I' at the outlet of Red Cedar lake in the SE 3tl. of the 
NE~ of sechon 21, 'l' 36 N, R 10 W, Barron county. 

(2) It shall be un lawful fol' any person to :fish iii any miumcr dlU'
ing the open seas011 for watel'iowl ln all ·that p1;n;t of Pu k~vmy lak 
and he Fox 1·iver be2innin,g at ·he boundary line betwee11 Mai·qu.ette 
and G;reei1 Lak co1Juties and extendlng downstream to mile post 
#63, sometimes known RB .Johnson ci· ek, in G1· 11 Lake county, Camp 
lake ·iJ1 Kenosha county, B1·0Wl1s and Eagle lakes in Radne county, 
and the S:heboyga.n Ma1·sh in Sheboygan county except that it shall 
be lawful to fish :from the sho ·e; and from piers h1 sucb waters at all 
tim. s during tl1e open s uson . 

WCO 20.07 l' rohibite~ methods of fishing. (1) No person shall take, 
catch, kill ot fish foJ.' fish of any variety with mol'e thatt 2 lines 01· 2 
poles with . one line at-tac.bed to each pole and with one bait to each 
line except that fly flsherm n may us 2 files to one line or with any 
fi sh line oJ: lines unattended h1 any of the inland waters of the state 
or by snagging or fouling with a11y h ok or by ineans other than 
angling and twlling· · cept as otherwise provided by the Wisconsin 
statutes 01· by commission order. 

(2) No ri · i·son shall use a spear or bow· a11d al'row fo1· the pui·pose / 
of talcing, catchi11g, m· killing any fish at a11y time in inland waters 
containing txout o:r from sunset to sunrise .i n any inland wat.el'S. 
Rough fish only may be taken by means of a sp·ear or bow and arrow. ( 
Tiul'bot or Jnwyel·s but no o hel' species of fish may b taken by means ( 
of spea~·s fr m su.nset to su.m·ise in the waters o:f the Amnicon and 
Nernadji r ivers in Douglas count-y and the Bad r iver in Ashland 
county from December 15 to Jam1a1·y 15 only. All species of fish of 
any size but .subject to tl1e bag limits and other regulations for eacl1 
species of fish as set forth In this chapter may be taken in the natural 
cham1el of the Chippewa rive1· from the Jim Falls dam downstream to 
the county highway " " bridge in Chippewa county l~y any means 
except poisons, explosiv s, 01· stupefactives. 

(3) It shall be lawful to take rough fish by hand at any time in 
all waters. 

(4) (a) No person shall have in his possession or under· his con
trol on any of the inland waters or shores of inland waters at any 
time in the counties of Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas 
(except in the Amnicon and Nemadji rivers from December 15 to 
Janual'y 15, both dates inclttsi~e), Iron, Mal:in tt in that portion 
of the ·om1ty wes of highway "41" onJy, 0 onto in that portion of the 
county west of highway '141" only, Oneida, P :ierce, Po1k, Price, Rusk, 
St. Croix, 'awyer, ·raylor, vnas an I Washburn any Sllear, g1,tn Ol' 

simll~r device that mlght be ·1.1sed for the inn·1rnse o:f taldng, catclting 
or kil]b)g :fish. · 

(b) No person shall have in his possession or under his control on 
any of the inland waters or shores of inland waters of the counties 
of Adams, Brown, Buffalo, Calumet, Chippewa, Clark, Columbia, Dane, 
Door, Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Forest, Green, Iowa, Jackson, 
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,Juneau, Kenosha, Kewaunee, La Crosse, Langlade, Lincoln, Manito· 
woe, Marathon, Marinette in that portion of the county east of high. 
way "41" only, Monroe, Oconto in that portion of the county east of 
highway "141" only, l'epin, Portage, Racine, Rock, Sauk, Shawano, 
Trempealeau, Vernon, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha, and Wood 
in the nighttime, sunset to sunrise, nor at any time from March 2 to 
April 30, inclusive, nor at any time on any stream or creek containing 
trout, any gun, spear or similar device, that might be used for the 
purpose of taking, catching or killing fish. 

(c) It shall be lawful for any person to take roug·h fish by means 
of spears or bow and arrow at any time of the year during daylight 
hours, sunrise to sunset in the inland waters or shores of inland 
waters of the counties of Crawford, Dodge, Grant, Green Lake, Fond 
du Lac, Jefferson, Lafayette, Marquette, Milwaukee, Outagamie, 
Ozaukee, Richland, Sheboygan, Waupaca, Waushara and Winnebago. 

(5) (a) It shall be unlawful to have in possession any spear, gun or 
bow and arrow or similar device that might be used for the purpose 
of taking, catching or killing fish on any stream or creek containing 
trout at any time of the year, day or night. 

(b) Suckers and carp may be speared during the daytime, sunrise 
to sunset only, from March 15 to May 1, both dates inclusive in the 
following trout waters: 

1. The White river below where the east and west branches of the 
White river join in the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter 
of section 10, township 18 north, range 10 east, in the town of Dakota 
to the Marquette county line. 

2. Willow creek between the point where the two branches of said 
stream unite in section 12, township 18 north, range 11 east, town of 
Marion, and Lake Poygan. 

3. The Pine river between the point where the said atream crosses 
the highway in section 3, township 19 north, range 12 east, towr\ of 
Leon, and Lake Poygan, all in Waushara county. 

( 6) Pan fish and rough fish may be taken by the method commonly 
known a:;; skin diving by divers under the water with the use of spears 
or spear guns in the following waters: Crooked and J orda11 lakes in 
Adams county; Lake Arbutus in Clark and Jackson counties; Lake 
Mendota in Dane county; Wolf and Helen lakes in Portage county; 
Lake Seven and Lake Ellen in Sheboygan county; Lake Geneva in 
Walworth county; Cyclone and Mathews lakes in Washburn county; 
Lake Five and Wallace lake in Washington county; Stratton and 
Spencer lakes in Waupaca county. 

(7) It shall be unlawful for any person to use goldfish in any form 
or manner for bait, or have goldfish in possession on the inland and 
outlying waters of this state. 

(8) No person shall set, place, use or operate or have in possession 
or under control any snag line or snag pole, snag hook or parts thereof 
or cluster of fish hooks that might be attached to same designed to be 
placed in or drawn through the water for the purpose of catching or 
drawing such hooks into the body of fish or used for that purpose i 
except that carp, but no other species or variety of fish, may be taken 
by me!l-ns of a gaff hook through the ice in the daytime only (sum;~se 
to sunset ) in the outlying and reserve waters of La.ke Michigan and 
Green Hay. 
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WCD 20.08 T ur tle tra1> , Hoop net turtle traps with a .mesh of not 
less than 7 inch stretch measu1•e l~toviding $Uch tl;aps are so set that 
J1ot less than 2 Inches of the hoops <!Xtend above the snrface of the 
water, and ~oat and tank type tru·Ue traps not e.xceecling 4 feet 
square or 4 feet in diamet r may be used for trapping tu1·tles. Each 
such trap while ir\ use shall have attached thereto in such manner as 
to be visible and legible at all times, a metal tag bearing the na,me and 
add'ress of the o:t:ierator of such trap and ih shall be unlawflll for any 
other persoh to te!ld or operate such ttap. 

WCD 20.09 Dill Mts i.n inland waters. (1) ENl:iUAL ims·~TIONS. 
Except as provided)!\ this s.edion and .in sections WOb 20.04, WCD 
2MO and WCD 20.'11, no person shall set, use, or operate any clip net 
h1 any of the inlan<l waters of the state for taking, catchbv,., or killing 
any variety of nsh. No person while ' operating a dill net for i·ougb fish 
shall fish for fish m any other manne1· at t)la~ time. 

(a) There shall be a daily bag U:m'it and a possession limit of 25 
suckers per person taken under he provisions of this section and no 
suckers so taken shall be solJ or bartered in any manner. There is 
no bag limit on othm· species of rough fish. 

(2) USE Oli' DIP NEJTS. (a) Dafi,11.iti1Y11. Dip nets used f-0i· taking, 
catching, 01' kiilJng rough fish shall be defined as follows: a p'iece of 
nettllig suspended f1·om a round 01· square frame not ex:ceeding 8 feet 
itt diameter or 8 f~et sq.oil.re and malting a bag when lifted not mo1·e 
than 4 feet deep. It shall be tmlawflll to use dip nets in any mannei
othffl' than raising and lowerh1g vertically \vhen flshlng . 

(b) Ma,rinctte «m.rl Oconto acn'7·1.ti1Js. Not more than cme d]p net per 
person may b , use<l all ye11r for the taking, catching, r ldlling of 
rough fish in th daytime only f~·om sunrise to sw1set. hi Marinette and 
Oconto counties 'ill au of the streams and rivers flowing into Gr en 
Bay .from a point 200 feet upstream from the mouth1 a1'd xtending 
a djstance o:f 10 mil s inland i:n a straigJit lfoe. 

(c) Docw, Kewawrwe, Bro1.1.m, Manitowoc, Sheboygam., Ott(.mlcee, Mil
'll)(l,Ulo , Rac·in ti.nd J(enosha counties. One dip net per person may be 
used al l year fo~· the taking, catch.ing· and killin.g of rough fl.sh m the 
following wate1·s : in any of the streams (but not the lak ·s) of J)ooi·, 
Kewaunee, Brown, Manitowoc and Sheboygan co11nties exci!lpt the 
tributai:ies of the Kewaunee 1·iver1 th· West 'fw:i11 or Neshoto 1·iver 
alld Its tl'i butat·ies above the dam at Shofo, the East Twin 01; Mi.-shicot 
·ive1• and its tributal!ies above the dam at Mishicot and the Manitowoc 

rJve1· and its t,ri}mtaries above the dam at Manitowoc Rapids and the 
Fox ·ive1· h1 Brown county from 50 eet below the ·ail.road b~·idge 
upstream to the dam at De.Pere; in all tJ1e non-tro ut streams and 
l·lvers flowing 'into Lake Michigan in Ozauke , l\lilv.•aukee, Raclne1 all,d 
'Kenosha counties in that pa1·L of each of such st1·eams beginning· at 
the nlouth and extending upsh-eam to a point 500 feet below the fm.1t 
dam locattld on any such stream. 

(d) Fond du Lao cimnty. One dip net per perso11 may be used in 
tM daytime only, from May 1 to March 15, for taking, cat hing or 
kil ling rough fish, except suckers, in that pa t·t of the Fond du Lac 
riv · r in Fond du Lac coonty beginning at its mouth and extending 
upsh·eam tlu:ee miles. 
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(e) Dodge and Jefferson connties. One dip net per person may be 
used in the daytime only for the taking, catching or killing of rough 
fish, except suckers, all year, in the following waters: 

1. In the Rock river in Dodge and Jefferson counties. 
2. In the Cra wfish river in Jefferson county. 
3. In Beaver Dam lake in Dodge county. 

(f) Calnmet county. One dip net per person may be used from May 
1 to May 31, both dates inclusive for the removal of rough fish from 
that part of Lake Winnebago within a distance of 500 feet from the 
shoreline of Calumet county. 

(3) SMELl'. (a) ] ip net.<; not exc eding 8 feet in diameter or 8 ,feet 
squa1·e may be ·used at a11y time fo , th taking, catchlng, or killing of 
smelt in all the streams and rivers flowing iJ1to Lake M." ich\gan and 
the nol'the:tn a11d southern pa·rts of 'reen .Bay, with the exception of 
the Fox rivel' ll1 Brown county from 50 f et below the rnill-oad bridge 
U'pstream t o the clam in the city of DePe1·e, in that pru:t of. each of 
suc)1 str ams begin uh1g at o.r in the bay or lake and extending up
stream to a point 500 .feet belnw t he first dam located on any 811 h 
stream 01· a clistanc of five mifos i11 land on any of such streams where 
no dam is located within five miles of the mouth. 

(b) Dip nets not exceeding 8 feet in dl.ametei· or 8 feet scjuare, 
may u - used from April 1 to May 2.5 ior the taking, catching, 01· 

killing of smelt and suckers in all t1:eams flowing ihto Lake Superior 
ill Bayfield, As hla11d and Iron counties and the Brule 1·ivel' in Douglas 
county from a point beginnil'1g at theh: mouths unil extending inland 
for a clistunce of one-half mile h1 a stra.ight lli1e. Zoning does not 
apply on Bear creek, Bluff creek and the Nemadji river, the St. Louis 
river and the othel' non-trout streams in Douglas county and in the 
waters of the Chippewa, Bad, and White rivers in Ashland county not 
inlmbited by trout. 

(c) SeiJ1es n.ot moJ;e thun 75 f t in 1 ngth and not mo1:e than G 
f et in de) ·th may be used from April .l to May 25 for the taking, 
catclri11g, and killing of smelt and s uckers in all the outlying waters 
except that portion of th Fox i·iver in .Brow:n cotw"ty from 50 feat 
below the l·aih-oad bridge upstream to the dam ili. the city of DePore. 

WCD 20;10 Minnow nets, tra·ps, and seines. (1) USE LIMITED. No 
person shall set, use, or operate any minnow seine, minnow dip net 
or minnow traps in any of the inland waters of this state for taking, 
catching, or killing fish of any variety, other than as specified in this 
section. 

(2) POSSESSION LIMIT. It shall be unlawful for any person to take 
in any waters in any one day more minnows than are specified in 
subsection ( 4) (c). The possession and transportation of minnows 
legally taken is permitted throughout the state. 

(3) MuD MINNOWS. There shall be a closed season for the taking 
of mud minnows from January 15 to April 25, both dates inclusive. 
There shall be no bag limit on mud minnows taken from any inland 
waters. 

.)\#' (4) INLAND WATERS. (a) The following descl'ibed gear only may be 
~ ,.v used for the taking of minnows for bait: 
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1. Minnow seines. Minnow seines shall not exceed 25 feet in length, 
5 feet in depth, and shall contain mesh not to exceed 1/z inch stretch 
measure. 

2. Miwnmu rli11 toctS. Mim1ow dip nets sha ll be d fined as follows: 
A piece of netting suspended from a :round or sqn.ar frame not ex
ceeding 6 f et in diameter or 6 ieet sqllat·e and maki.J1g a bag when 
Lifted not mo:i;e than 4 feet d.e Ji. It shall be unlawful to use dip nets 
in 'any manner oth · than raiamg mi I lowering v rtically when 
fishing. 

3. Minnow traps. (a) Minnow traps shall be of a length not greater 
than 24 inches and a diameter of not more than 16 inches with an 
op ni11g in the throat of the trap not larger than l % h1ches in cHam ,_ 
tel'. Such traps shall have securely attached to them a. label 01· tag 
clearly bearing in the English language the name and add1·ess of the 
opel;ator. All ntinnow traps shall be raised and the minnows remov d 
from them at least once in every 24 hours. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to use miltnow seines, minnow dip nets or 
minnow traps of any type or descl'iption in any inland waters in-
habited by ti:out. except that not to cxce d 3 m.i1mow ti:aJlS may be 
used in all trout wate;r·s du1ing the open season for trout. 

(c) It shall be unlawful fo1· any person, except bait dealers licensed 
pursuant to section 2if.137, Wis. Stats., to have in possession or under 
control more than 600 minnows at any time. 

WCD 20.11 Whitefish and cisco in inland waters. (1) The rules and 
regulations set forth in this section shall apply to the use of whitefish 
and cisco dip nets and seines licensed pursuant to section 29.'35, Wis. 
Stats. 

(2) Cisco dip nets shall not exceed 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet 
square and such seines shall not exceed 75 feet in length or 6 feet in 
depth and with a mesh not greater than 2 inches stretch measure. 

(3) The open season for fishing whitefish and cisco with such dip 
nets and seines in inland waters shall be from October 10 to January 
15 inclusive. 

(4) No person shall have in possession 01· under control at any-'> 
time more than 25 pounds of whitefish or cisco taken from inland« 
waters. ) 

WCD 20.12 Set lines and set or bank poles in inland waters. (1) 
The. rules and regulations set forth in this section shall apply to the 
usi of set lipes and set or bank poles licensed pursuant to sections 
29'.36 and 29<37, Wis. Stats., and it shall be unlawful for any person 
to set, place, lift or attend any licensed set line or set or bank pole in 
any of the inland waters except as provided in this section. 

(2) At each end of every licensed set line when set in any of the 
inland waters there shall be placed and maintained a white flag not 
less than 16 inches square with the upper end of the staff extending at 
least 2 feet above the water and numbered with figures at Least 3 
inches in height corresponding to the number of the license authoriz
ing the use of such set line. 

(3) No set line or set or bank pole shall be equipped with hooks {l.,1 1 l,/( 1 ~1 ~,/,. 
of a size smaller than 5/0. 

(4) It shall be unlawful to set, place, lift, attend or have in posses
sion while on any of the inland waters of the state any licensed set 
line from si,mset to sunrise or any iinlicensed set line at any time. 
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(5) Licensed set lines equipped with 11ot more t han 100 hooks and 
set or bank poles may be used :fro.m Mo.y 20 to Oct bel' 15 il1 the 
wate:rs of Lak WiJmebago Lak Butte des Mor ts, Little Lake Butte 
des Morta, L!lk W'inneaon11 •, Lak > Poygan, i11 the Wol.r ·iver down
str am fro m t he mouth of t he Rat river in Winn bago cQimty, 111 Lh • 
Fox river downstream from highway 21 bridge in the city of Omro 
to the dam in the city of DePere. On such set lines it shall be unlaw
ful to use any frog, crayfish or fish or part thereof except that a 
square chunk cut from rough fish may be used. There shall be no bag 
limit on catfish in the waters defined in this subsection. 

(6) Licensed set lines equipped with not more than 25 hooks and 
set or bank poles may be used from May 20 to October 15 in the fol
lowing waters: The Wolf river from 500 feet below the dam at 
Shawano in Shawano county downstream to the mouth of the Rat 
river in Winnebago county, the Fox river from mile post #63, some
times known as Johnson creek in Green Lake county downstream to 
highway 21 bridge in the city of Omro in Winnebago county, the 
Wisconsin river from the north line of Sauk county to its mouth, the 
Black river downstream from the highway 12 bridge in the city of 
Black Rive1· Falls, and the Kickapoo river in Crawford county. Li
censed, set 01· bank poles only may be used from May 20 to October 
15 in the east and west branches of the Pecatonica river in Lafayette 
county and in the Pecatonica river in Green county. It shall be unlaw
ful for any person to use as bait on such set lines or set or bank 
poles any frog, crayfish or fish or part thereof except that in the 
Wisconsin river from the Prairie du Sac dam downstream to its 
mouth, in the Wolf river in Shawano, Waupaca, Outagamie and Win
nebago counties from 500 feet below the dam at Shawano downstream 
to the Rat river in Winnebago county, in the Fox river from mile 
post #63, sometimes known as Johnson creek in Green Lake county 
downstream to the highway 21 bridge at Omro, in the Pecatonica river 
in Lafayette and Green counties and in the Kickapoo river in Craw
ford county from 200 feet below the dam at Gays Mills downstream to 
its mouth it shall be legal to use live bait of a minimum size of 6 
inches or larger on set lines or set or bank poles. The bag and size 
limits established in the season tables shall apply except that th,ere 
shall be no bag limit on catfish in the wate1·s defined in subsection X 4), 
and in the Wolf and Fox river waters defined in this subsection. 

(7) For the purpose of this section catfish taken by set lines or set 
or bank poles in the following waters shall not be construed to be 
game fish and may be sold: The Wisconsin river downstream from the 
north line of Sauk county to its mouth; Lake Winnebago, Lake Butte 
des Morts, Little Lake Butte des Morts, Lake Winneconne, Lake 
Poygan and the river connecting said lakes; the Wolf river down-

1) sti·eam from 500 feet below the dam at Shawano; and the Fox river 
ftom the P~·inceton locks downstream to the dam in the city of 

\ A_e~re. I ·~ <-

(i JW~D 20. i~:~~ ~h~n1ie~,·: ~h~lte·~k["i~~J flshing· hours and ice fishing 
in outlying waters. The following rules and regulations are hereby 
established for the use of buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shanties, and 
similar enclosures and shelters maintained, occupied 01· used for fish-

\ing purposes on the ice of any inland waters pursuant to section 
29.283, Wis. Stats.: 
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i/ 
(1) PROHIBITED SHELTER. Except as provided in subsection (2) of 

this section no person shall construct, use, maintain or occupy for 
fishing purposes any building, vehicle, tent, fish shanty, or similar 
enclosure or shelter whatsoever upon the ice of any inland waters of 
the state. 

(2) FISH SHAN'l'IES. (a) Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shanties, 
portable shelters or similar enclosures may be used on the ice fo1· 
fishing purposes. The door of any such enclosur e or shelter shall be 
equipped with a latch which will permit the door to be readily opened 
from the outside at all times while enclosure or shelter is occupied . 
. All such shelters shall be removed from the ice on or before March 
15 on all waters listed in this subsection or previous to that time by 
order of the conservation commission or by its agents when they feel 
that the ice has become unsafe for travel thereon. 

(b) Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shanties, or similar enclosures 
may be used on the ice for fishing purposes on Allouez Bay, St. Louis 
Bay, St. Louis river and Superior Bay in Douglas county and Che
quamegon Bay in Ashland and Bayfield counties from the time the ice 
forms; provided, however, that all such enclosures or shelters shall be 
removed from the ice on or before March 15 of each year. 

(3) ICE FISHING HOURS. No person shall take, catch or kill fish or 
fish for fish of any variety through the ice with hook and line from 
8 : 00 p.m. to 7: 00 a.m. of the following morning in any of the inland 
waters of the state. 

(4) NAME 01~ OWNl~R. All building!l, tents, ftsh shm1ties1 ancl similar 
enclosures or shelters maintained, occupied, 01' used for fi shiug pru·
poses on the ice of any inland watei·s and the o\lt lyiJig waters of 
Chequamegon .Bay w he1· so authol'i1ied by the conservation commission 

i,· hy statute shall have in the E11gl ish language the name an I adc!J:ess 
of the p i·son own'ing or using th same Jlainted 011 the outsi.de thereof 
in Sl\.Ch mai~t' to. bp .1:ead il~ seen. and read at all times. 

<..If.Mt ~ , •· ..U..C.. J /tfl.fl • 
(6 I 11 IS . G OUTLYI G WAThlfLS. T11 saim! ~eifson$, bag limits, 

and sir. limits ar established fo1· fishing through th i c~i in the 
outlylng wate~·s of this stat as are establish ed l1 nder the geuernl 
fishing seasons for u·tJying wate'l's. 

WCD 20.14 Commission permitted to take fish. No provision in this 
chapter shall prohibit the state conservation commission of Wisconsin, 
its agents, deputy conservation wardens or representatives of the fish 
management division of such commission from taking any of the fish 
mentioned at any time wherein they deem it advisable and necessary 
to promote the general conservation progress. 


