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smelt in Lake Michigan and all the streams and rivers flowing into Lake 
Michigan and the northern and southern parts of Green Bay, in that 
part of each of such streams beginning at or in the bay or lake and ex­
tending upstream to a point 500 feet below the first dam located on any 
such stream or a distance of 5 miles inland on any of such streams where 
no dam is located within 5 miles of the mouth. 

(b) Dip nets not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square, may be 
used from April 1 to May 25 for the taking, catching, or killing of smelt 
and suckers in Lake Superior and all streams flowing into Lake Superior 
in Bayfield, Ashland and Iron counties and the Brule river in Douglas 
county from a point beginning at their mouths and extending inland for 
a distance of one-half mile in a straight line. Zoning does not apply on 
Bear creek, Bluff creek and Nemadji river, the St. Louis river and the 
other non-trout streams in Douglas county and in the waters of the 
Chippewa, Bad, and White rivers in Ashland county not inhabited by 
trout, or on streams where active sea lamprey control structures are lo­
cated. The taking of rough fish by dip netting is permitted from April 1 
to July 15 below the posted portion of a stream on which such an active 
lamprey control structure is located . 

. (c) Seines not more than 75 feet in length and not more than 6 feet in 
depth may be used from April 1 to May 25 for the taking, catching and 
killing of smelt and suckers in all the outlying waters except that portion 
of the Fox river in Brown county upstream from 1,500 feet below the 
dam in the city of De Pere. 

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to leave dip nets or seines unat­
tended within 25 feet of the edge of waters named in (3) (a), (b) and 
(c) of this section. · 

(e) Dip nets not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square may be 
used for the taking, catching or killing of smelt in Lake Lucerne, Forest 
county and the Flambeau lake chain, Vilas county, including thorough­
fares and tributary streams 200 feet upstream and downstream from the 
lake basins. The open and closed seasons shall be at the directive of the 
district director. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (2) (b), (d) and (e), and (3) (b), Register, December, 1957, No. 24, 
eff. 1-1-58; am. (1) intro. par. and (2) (a), Register, October, 1958, No. 34, eff. 1-1-59, am. 
(2) (f), Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60; am. (2) (c), Register, December 1960, 
No. 60, eff. 1-1-61; am. (1) intro. par.; (2) (c), (3) (a) and (c), Register, December, 1961, 
No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; er. (2) (g), Register, December, 1962, No. 84, eff. 1-1-63; am. (2) (g), 
Register. December, 1964, No. 108, eff. 1-1-65; r. and recr. (1) (a) and (2) (g), Register, 
November, 1965, No. 119, eff. 1-1-66; am. (2) (b) and (c), Register, December, 1968, No. 156, 
eff. 1-1-69; er. (3) (d), Register, October, 1969, No. 166, eff. 1-1-70; renum. WCD 20.09 to be 
NR 20.09, am. (1) (intro. par.), Register, November, 1970, No. 170, eff. 1-1-71; am. (1) (e) 
and (1) (e) 1., Register, November, 1975, No. 239, eff. 12-1-75; am. (1), (2) (b), (c) and (g) 
and er. (3) (e), Register, December, 1977, No. 264, eff. 1-1-78; am. (3) (a) and (b), Register, 
December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79. 

NR 20.lO Minnow nets, traps, and seines. (1) UsE LIMITED. No per­
sons shall set, use, or operate any minnow seine, minnow dip net or min­
now traps in any of the inland waters of this state for taking, catching, or 
killing fish of any variety, other than as specified in this section. 

(2) BAG LIMIT. It shall be unlawful for any person except licensed bait 
dealers to take in any waters in any one day more minnows than are 
specified in subsection (4) (c). The possession and transportation of 
minnows legally taken is permitted throughout the state. 

Register, December. 1978, No. 276 
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(3) INSECT LARVAE. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlaw­
ful for any person to take, gather or collect (or attempt to do so) for the 
use or sale as bait by himself or others any of the larvae or nymphs of 
aquatic insects in or from any stream or spring hole tributary thereto 
inhabited by trout. A licensed fishermi: '1 may take such larvae or 
nymphs from trout streams by hand during the trout season for his im­
mediate personal use as bait in the stream from which taken and no such 
larvae or nymphs may be carried away from the stream from which 
taken. 

(4) INLAND WATERS. (a) The following described gear only may be 
used for the taking of minnows for bait: 

1. Minnow seines. Minnow seines may be used sunrise to sunset only, 
that do not exceed 25 feet in length and 6 feet in depth flat measure and 
contain mesh not exceeding one-half inch stretch measure. 

2. Minnow dip nets. Minnow dip nets may be used sunrise to sunset 
only and are defined as follows: A piece of netting suspended from a 
round or square frame not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square. 

3. Minnow traps. Minnow traps shall be of a length not greater than 
24 inches and of a width not greater than 16 inches square or in diameter 
with an opening in the throat of the trap not larger than 1 1/z inches in 
diameter. Such traps shall have securely attached to them a label or tag 
clearly bearing in the English language the name and address of the op­
erator. All minnow traps shall be raised and the minnows removed from 
them at least once in every 24 hours. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to use minnow seines, minnow dip nets or 
minnow traps of any type or description in any inland streams or spring 
holes tributary thereto inhabited by trout except that not to exceed 
three minnow traps may be used in all trout streams during the open 
season for trout. Licensed bait dealers may use not more than 20 traps 
without permits in all trout streams during the open season for trout. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, except bait dealers licensed 
pursuant to section 29.137, Wis. Stats., to have in possession or under 
control more than 600 minnows at any time. 

History: 1-2-66; am. (4), Register, December, 1956, No. 12, eff. 1-1-57; am. (2), (4) (a) 3 
and (b), Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; am. (4) (a) 2., Register, October, 
1958, No. 34, eff. 1-1-59; am. (4) (c), er. (4) (d), Register, December, 1960, No. 60, eff. 1-1-
61; r. and recr. (3), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1··62; am. (3) and (4) (a) 1., 
Register, December, 1964, No. 108, eff. 1-1-65; r. and recr. (4) (a) 1., Register, November, 
1965, No. 119; eff. 1-1-66; r. (4) (d), Register, December, 1968, No. 156, eff. 1-1··69; renum. 
from WCD 20.10 to be NR 20.10, Register, November, J.970, No. 179, eff. 1-1-71; am. (4) (a) 
2, Register, December, 1977, No. 264, eff. 1-1-78; am. (4) (a) 1. and 2., Register, December, 
1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79. 

NR 20.H Whitefish and dsco in inland waters. (1) The rules and 
regulations set forth in this section shall apply to the use of all nets and 
seines used for taking whitefish and cisco. 

(2) Cisco dip nets shall not exceed 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square 
and such seines shall not exceed 75 feet in length or 6 feet in depth and 
with a mesh not greater than 2 inches stretch measure. 

(3) (a) The open season for fishing whitefish and cisco with such dip 
nets and seines in all inland waters except Lake Lucerne in Forest 
county shall be from the Saturday nearest October 10 to January 15. 
Register, December, 1978, No. 276 


