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for daily entrance to state parks and forest areas and shall be stipulated 
prior to the granting of state aid. Fees shall not be increased without the 
written approval of the department. 
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NR 1.95 Wetland preservation, restoration and management. (1) 
PURPOSE. The natural resources board adopts this statement to establish 
necessary guidelines for conservation and restoration of Wisconsin wet­
lands by setting wetland management objectives and by protecting them 
from: 

(a) The adverse effects of dredging, drainage or filling; 

(b) Pollution from wastewater, solid waste and nonpoint sources; and 

(c) Degradation by other physical, chemical or biological means. 

(2) BACKGROUND. (a) Wetlands offer special natural values which are 
becoming increasingly important to the citizens of this state and to the 
nation and as a result warrant extraordinary protection. Wetlands are 
an essential part of the environment and support many species of flora 
and fauna. They provide critical habitat for marsh and bog plants, and 
often are the only suitable sanctuary and nursery area for fish and wild­
life populations. The very existence of some species is now endangered 
or threatened because of wetland destruction. Wetlands moderate ex­
tremes in waterflow, aid in the natural purification of water, shield 
shores from wave action and are a protective link with the groundwater. 
They offer unique educational opportunities in the natural sciences, add 
aesthetic diversity to the landscape, and also produce an abundance of 
harvestable resources. Wetlands support adjacent or downstream envi­
ronments and much of the complex web of life that is the essense of a 
quality environment. 

(b) Protection of wetlands and their natural functions requires that 
any development be carefully planned and pollution from construction 
activities be controlled to prevent significant disturbance or impairment 
of the quality of the wetland area. Alteration of the quality or quantity 
of the historical, natural flow of water that nourishes the wetland should 
be minimized. 

(c) Wetlands span a continuum of environments integrating land and 
water systems. Plant succession and other biological adjustments are 
constantly underway in response to the wetness conditions. Human ac­
tivity often interjects a permanent change toward an altered environ­
ment, so that a concerted management effort is required to assure that 
the many benefits of wetlands will be maintained. Alterations or sup­
porting measures performed in the course of an improvement plan re­
quire judgment so as not to maximize single benefits to the exclusion of 
other natural values or to risk environmental degradation. Within lim­
its, wetlands can be managed for various objectives including: 

I. Preservation of natural conditions; 

2. Restoration of a former natural state; or 

:3. Enhancement of special values. 

(:3) DEFINITION. Wetlands are here defined as those land areas charac­
terized by surface water or saturated soils during at least a part o'f the 
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growing season such that moist soil vegetation or shallow water plants 
can thrive. The permanent channels of streams and rivers and the open 
water areas of lakes and reservoirs are not included in this definition. 

(4) ACQUISITION AND MAINTENANCE. (a) The department shall in its 
land acquisition program place a particular emphasis on the acquisition 
of wetlands that provide quality fish and wildlife habitat, significantly 
affect the maintenance or improvement of water quality, or exhibit value 
as scientific areas. 

(b) For wetlands under its management and control, the department 
shall: 

1. Preserve and protect them from harmful effects by every lawful 
means. 

2. Recognize their obvious and subtle natural values in preparing 
management plans and take all reasonable steps to minimize harmful 
effects. 

(c) In order to foster the maintenance and protection of Wisconsin's 
other wetlands, the department shall: 

1. Support protective legislation designed to foster public involve­
ment, review and control in all types of wetland development decisions. 

2. Cooperate in wetland inventories and the preparation of essential 
wetland information to include research where needed to facilitate gov­
ernmental and private management programs. 

3. Encourage local units of government to purchase and protect wet­
lands important to community interests. 

4. Support incentive practices that encourage voluntary protection of 
privately-owned wetlands and adjacent areas. 

5. Cooperate with all local, state and national agencies and groups 
concerned with wetland conservation to accomplish the foregoing objec­
tives. 

6. Conduct and encourage educational programs to increase citizen 
understanding of the importance of wetlands as a part of our natural 
ecosystems. 

7. As a matter of public policy, not grant permits that alter/destroy 
wetlands conditioned upon conveyance of land to local units of govern­
ment, the state of Wisconsin or the federal government, except as specif­
ically approved by the board. 

(5) EXERCISE OF EXISTING REGULATORY AUTHORITY. The department 
shall fully exercise all of its authority under the law to: 

(a) Minimize adverse changes in the quality or quantity of the flow of 
waters that nourish wetlands. 

(b) Protect wetlands from all environmentally incompatible uses, ac­
tivities and substances. 

(c) Restore wetlands which were unlawfully altered. 
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