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Iliis:tory1 Chapter H 80 as it existed on October 31, 1970, \vas repealed 
and a nelv chapter H 80 \vas created effective November 1, 1970. 

H 80.01 Applicability. This regulation for the abaten1ent of 'vater 
pollution through control of the dischargy of se\vage fron1 boats main
tained or operated at any time upon the inland or outlying 'vaters 
of the state, define<j.i in section 29.01 1/(4), Wis, Stats., shall heap
plicable to any boaV,vhich is equipped ,vith a toilet that is not sealed. 

Note: 29.01 (4), :Wis. Stats .. provides: "Ail waters \Vithin the jurisdic
tion of the state are classified as follo1vs: Lakes Superior and 1\fichigan, 
Green Bay, Sturgeon Bay-, Sa\vyer's harbor, and the Fox river fron1 its 
mouth up to tile dam at De Pere are 'outi~'ing 1vaters.' All other waters, 
including the bays, bayous and sloughs of the ~fississippi river bottoins, 
are 'inland waters.'" 

History: Cr, Re£ristel', October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

H 80.02 Definitions. The follo,ving definitions shall apply in the 
interpretation and enforcement of this chapter. 

(1) DEPARTNIENT. The Department of Health and Social Ser.vices. 

(2) APPROVED, Written approval fro1n the departn1ent. 

(3) BOAT. Every description of 'vatercraft, other than a seaplane, 
on the 'vater, used or capable of being used as a means of transpor
tation on 'vater, section 30.50 (1), Wis. Stats. 

(4) DEODORANT. A substance or process which lnasks or destroys 
offensive odor. 

(5) HOLDING TANK. A permanently installed container 'vhich re
ceives the discharge fro111 one toilet or 1nore and retains the se\Vage 
for shore disposal. 

(6) MAINTAIN AND OPERATE. To 111001' and occupy or to navigate, 
steer, sail, ro'v or other~vise to exercise physical control over the use 
or movfilnent of a boat. 

(7) O'VNER. The person 'vho has la¥.•ful possession of a boat by 
virtue of legal title or equitable interest therein 'vhich entitles hi111 
to such possession. 

(8) RECIRCULATING SYSTEI\'.[. A holding tank with all necessary ap
purtenances to provide for the recirculation of flushing liquid and for 
the receiving, venting and shore ren1oval of se,vage, 

{9) SEALED. Making a toilet incapable of discharging se,vage into 
the ,vaters upon 'vhich a boat is operated or n1oored. 
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(10) SE\VAGE. Hun1an body 'vastes. 

(11) TOILET. A toilet is any device, facility or installation designed 
or constructed for use as a place for receiving se\vage. 

History= Cr. Register, October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

I-I 80,03 Approved comparable construction. When con1pliance \vith 
this regulation, \vithout 111odification, appears ilnpracticable, the de
partment shall be so informed in writing, giving reason therefor and 
any suggested modifications that 1vould reasonably comply -..vith the 
intent of the la\v and this regulation, and be requested to approve 
suggested n1odifications or to give advice as to acceptable alternate 
installations or devices. 

Ilistory1 Cr, Register, October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

H 80.04 Contraet applicability. Applicable provisions of t11is regu
lation shall be construed to be a part of any order or agreen1ent, 
"'l'itten or verbal, for the installation of a holding tank, i·ecirculating 
system or shore disposal facility or appurtenances thereto. 

HJsto.ry: Cr. Register, October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

H 80.05 Approval required. Any prefabricated tank or toilet pro
posed for installation in boats used upon the inland or outlying 'vaters 
of the state shall receive the approval of the department. The 1nanu~ 
factu1·er of any prefabricated tank or toilet shall submit, in duplicate, 
plans and specifications sho,ving construction details for such facility. 
The o'vner of a custo1n built tank or toilet shall similarly sub111it such 
details in duplicate for approval prior to installation. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1970, No. 178, eff, 11-1-70. 

H 80.06 Holding tank, toilet and appurtenances. (1) MATERIAL. Each 
holding tank and toilet shall be constructed of a plastic "\Vhich is re
sistant to acid, alkali and ,vater; stainless steel "\Vith comparable 
resistance or other approved n1aterial. Metal con1binations shall be 
galvanica1ly compatible. 

(2) HOLDING TANI{ STRENGTH, A holding tank, ,vith all openings 
sealed, shall sho\v no signs of defor1nation, cracking or leakage "\Vhen 
subjected to a co1nbined suction and external pressure head of five 
pounds per square inch. It shall be designed and installed so as not 
to beco1ne permanently distorted "\vith a static top load of 200 pounds. 

(3) TEl\IPERATURE RESISTANCE. All materials used shall be capable 
of \vithstanding a ten1perature range of fro1n -22 degrees F. ("\vinter 
storage) to the maxin1u1n operating te1nperature obtainable "\Vhen 
operating in an an1bient ten1perature of 140 degrees F, 

(4) MOUNTING. The tank and toilet shall be rigidly and per1na
nently secured in place in such manner that the tank, toil'et and piping 
·will not fail. 

(5) CAPACITY. The capacity shall be sufficient to receive the "\Vaste 
from the maximu1n nu1nber of persons that 1nay be on board during 
an 8-hour period. The pa-ssenger rating shall be that indicated on the 
boat's capacity plate or that of a boat of similar size should the 
plate be illegible or missing. 

(a) [folding tank. The capacity shall be detern1ined on the basis of 
contribution of 4% gallons per person per 8-hour day for a toilet of 
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the hand pun1p type. If standard \Yaterflush toilets are installed, the 
n1inimun1 capacity shall be at 131;.~ gallons per person per 8-hour day. 

(b) Recirculating toilet. The capacity of the tank of a recirculat
ing type unit shall be deter1nined on the basis of a contribution of 
one-quarter (.:IA,) gallon per person per 8-hour day. 

(6) CONTROLS. Each holding tank shall have installed therein a 
sewage level device \Yhich actuates a "'arning light or other .visible 
gauge \vhen the tank hecon1es three-fourths full. The light or other 
device shall be located so that it can be i·eadily observed, The sewage 
level device shall be in op·erable condition at any time the boat is 
used. Such \Yater level indicator shall be installed so as to be remov
able and be of such design and of such size as to make a \vatertight 
seal \Vith a tank opening that is sufficiently large to accommodate 
the se\vage level device. 

(7) MAINTENANCE. (a) A separate manhole sha1I be provided in 
the top of the tank for maintenance pul'poses. A plate or cap capable 
of nlaking a \vatertight seal shall be provided on the opening \vhich 
shall be of sufficient size to readily pern1it cleaning and maintenance. 

(b) Deodo,rant. Any deodorant used in a holding tank or recirculat
ing toilet shall be easily obtainable and constitute a minimum hazard 
\Vhen handled, stored and used according to the manufacturer's rec
onunendations and form no dangerous concentration of gases nor 
react dangerously \.vith other chemicals used for the same purpose. 

(8) OPENINGS FOR PIPING. Openings shall be provided in each hold
ing tank for inlet, outlet and vent piping. The openings and pipe 
fittings shall be so designed as to provide \.Vatertight joints between 
the tank and the piping. Plastic opening fittings shall be of the rigid 
serrated type, Inlet openings should preferably be such that they 
could accommodate fittings that \Vould be connected to piping of a 
minimum nominal inside diameter (I.D.) of 11h inches. Outlet open
ings shall be such as to accom1nodate at least 11h-inch I.D. piping. 
Vent pip·e openings shall be able to accommodate fittings for at least 
a one-half inch I.D. pipe, and should preferably be located at the top 
of a conical frustum or cylindrical vertical extension of the tank 
\.Vhich is at least 2 inc11cs in diameter at the base and 2 inches or 
more in height. 

(9) PIPING AND FITTINGS. (a) Size. The piping fro1n a toilet to the 
holding tank shall be at least as large as the trap of the toilet fixture. 
The piping fron1 the holding tank or toilet to the pun1pout connection 
shalf have a no1ninal inside dian1eter of at least one and one-half 
inches. 

(b) Material, All \.Vaste and vent piping shall be made of galva
nized steel, \vrought iron or yoloy pipe; lead; brass; type M- copper; 
or flexible or Tigid plastic pipe. Assembly shall he made \.Vith threaded 
fittings in the case of ferrous or brass pipe; lead or solder type fit~ 
tings in the case of lead and copper pipe; and \Vith threaded fittings, 
insertibl·e clan1p type fittings or \.Veldable fittings in the case of plastic 
pipe. Clamps, usable only \.Vith plastic pipe, shall be made of stainless 
steel. All piping nlaterials and fittings shall be capable of withstand
ing a pressure of at least 75 pounds per square inch and a combined 
maximum suction and extei·nal pressure head equivalent to 50 feet 
of \vater. 
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(c) Location. No piping, other than that for venting, associated 
"\Vith the boat se"\vage systen1 shall pass through the hull. The vent 
pipe shall tern1inate "\Vith an inverted U-bend, the opening of "\Vhich 
shall be above the n1axiinum "\vater level in the toilet or holding tank. 
At least one vent tern1inal shall be constantly open to the atmosphere. 
The terminal of the outlet pipe shall be of the female connection type 
and be located above the holding tank in a manner that makes gravity 
discharge of the contents imp1·actical. It shall have an airtight cap
ping device n1arked "WASTE" and the cap and flange shall be e1n
bossed with the word "WASTE". 

(10) ELECTRICAL SYSTEM. The electrical systen1 associated \Vith the 
boat holding tank or toilet system shall conform to accepted practice 
and create no hazards. 

History: Cr, Registel', October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70, 

H 80.07 Overboard discharge inactivation. No boat equipped \Vith a 
ineans of discharging se\vage directly from a toilet or holding tank 
into the \Vater upon \Vhich the boat is n1oored or is moved shall ·enter 
inland or outlying 'vaters of the state until such ineans of discharge is 
inactivated. An o\vner or operator of a boat equipped with such 
1neans of discharge shall contact a representative of the department 
of natural resources or a local la\v enforcement official with respect 
to inactivation before entering state \vaters. Overboard discharge 
inactivation shall include as a n1inimu1n either disconnection of the 
toilet piping, ren1oval of the pumping device, securely plugging the 
discharge outlet, sealing of the toilet bo\vl \Vith \Vax or other method 
approved by the official contacted. '!'he insp·ecting official shall provide 
the boat o'vner or operator \vith a signed \Vritten statement as to the 
1nethod of inactivation accepted. The O\vner or operator shall give 
information as to the inland or outlying \Vaters he plans to navigate 
and as to the tin1e of stay on such \vaters. 

Note: Discharge of >vastes from boats in any for1n \vould be contrary 
to section 29.29 (3), 'Vis. Stats. 

History: Cr, Register, October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

H 80.08 On-shore disposal facilities. (1) PUMP. A self-pritning pump, 
suitable for pumping se,vage, shall be provided for the on-shore re
n1oval of sewage from boat holding tanks and toilets; the installation 
of \Vhich shall be in accord with the appropriate state and local regula
tions. Head characteristics and capacity shall be based on installation 
needs for the site. The pu1np may be either fixed in position or portably 
1nounted. Wis. Adin. Code section E514. 

(2) SUC1'ION HOSE. The suction hose shall be of non-collapsible qual
ity, preferably made with reinforce1nent. A quick-connect dripproof 
connector shall be fitted to the end of the hose that is attached to the 
boat piping outlet. 

(3) DISCHARGE HOSE. Quality flexible hose, compatible \vith the 
pump characteristics, may be used. All permanent piping shall -~9h
form to the state plumbing regulations. Wis. Adn1. Code chapter H1162. 

( 4) SE\VAGE DISPOSAL REQUIRE:ri'IENTS. (a) Public facilities. When 
connection to a/public sanitary se\ver is econo1nically feasible, the dis
posal piping s]lall _be designed to discharge thereto. Wis. Adm. Code 
section H 62.05. 
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(b) P1ivate facilitie«J. When a public se,ver is not available, a pri
vate sewage disposal system installed in compliance 'vith applicable 
state plumbing regulations shall"be provided unless adequate private 
treat1nent. and disposfl)"' faciltties are already available. Wis. Adm. 
Code sections H 62.05"'and H 62.20. 

(5) WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMEN'l'S. The on-shore disposal facility 
shall be served by a 'vater supply piping syste1n to permit flushing 
of the facilities serviced. If a potable \Vater supply is the source for 
flushing, the distribution piping shall be protected from backsiphonage 
and backpressure. 

(6) PLAN APPROVAL. Every o\vner, personally or through his repl'e
sentative, shall obtain \Vritten approval from the department prior 
to award of any ne\v or inodified construction of shore disposal facili
ties set forth in this section. Three sets of plans and specifications of 
such ne\v or 1nodified shore disposal facilities to be constructed for 
the purpose of pumping out boat holding tanks and toilets and dis
posing of the se\vage shall be subn1itted to the department for revie\V 
as to acceptability, Plans and specifications shall cover in detail the 
materials to be used, the pump characteristics, the water supply sys
te1n1 and when. applicable, the size and const111ction of the septic 01· 

holding tank, results of soil percolation and boring tests and layout 
of the soil absorption system. Location of all \Vells within 50 feet 
of the absorption systen1, the surface \Yater high water level and the 
general topography of the area shall be sho\vn on the plans. 

Ilistory1 Cr, Register, October, 1970, No. 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

H 80.09 Alternate facilities. (1) CHElWICAL 'l'YPE TOILETS. Non
recirculating chemical toilets may be used in lieu of a toilet flushed by 
water provided the container is not portable and the use of on-shore 
pumping facilities is provided for in the design of the unit. The 
design of the toilet and on-shore disposal adaptation ·shall be approved. 

(2) INCINERATOR TYPE TOILETS. An approved incinerator type toilet 
may be used in lieu of a toilet flushed by \Vater provided it is of ade
quate capacity to handle the passenger load. Equipment for on-shore 
removal and disposal of resulting ash shall be kept on board. 

Note: If U. s, Coast Guard inspection cel'tificate ·of the boat is needed 
the 01vner should make inquiry of said agenc~ as to the acceptabilit~' 
of such fixture. 

History; Cr, Registel', October, 1970, No. 178, eff'. 11-1-70. 

H 80.10 Operation and maintenance. All facilities controlled by this 
chapter shall be maintained in good operating condition at all thn·es. 
All necessary tools for repair and n1aintenance shall be kept on board 
or on dock, as the case may be, and shall be properly stored \vhen 
not in use. Extra fuses for electrical equipment and extra indicator 
Jights shall be on hand. Pump-out suction hoses should be adequately 
drained through the pump before disconnection and then be properly 
stored or capped. Pumping equipment shall be shut off hefore the 
hose is disengaged fro1n the boat outlet pipe, 

Histo1•y: Cr. Register, October, 1970, No, 178, eff. 11-1-70. 

H 80.11 Prohibited facilities. No person shall use or pern1it to be 
used as a holding facility for sewage a pail, plastic bag or any other 
type of portable, semiportable or disposable receptacle aboard boats 
not specifically permitted by the provisions of this chapter. 

History: Cr, Register, October, 1970, No, 178, eff, 11-1-70. 
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