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Chapter NR 25

COMMERCIAL FISHING — OUTLYING WATERS .

NR 25.01 Purpose (p. 285) NR 25.09 Measurement of nets (p. 299)
NR 25.02 Deﬁmtlons (p. 285) NR 25.10 Handling of illegal fish (p. 299)
NR 25.03 Commercial ﬁshmg licenses (p. NR 25.11 Processing of fish ¢p. 299)

288) NR 25.12 Commercial ﬁshmg reports (p.
NR 2504 Transfer of commercial fishing ' 299)

Heenses (p. 259) NR 25.13 Movement of gill nets (p. 300)°

NR 25,05 Open seasons; size limits; pos- NR 26.14 Possess:on of fishing equipment

session limits {p, 290) : {p. 300)
NR 25,06 Quotas (p. 292) NR 25.15 'I‘akmg of fish by or for the de-
NR 25.07 i;dw:duall) licensee catch quo- . partment of natural resources
s (p. 29

_ p. 300 .
NR 25.08 Restricted areas and legal com- NR 25.16 gevera{ﬂlity (p 300)
mercial fishing gear (p. 296}

Note: Chapter NR 25 as it existed on September 30, 1976, was repealed and a new chapter
NR 25 was created effective October 1, 1976,

NR 25.01 Purpoese, (1) This chapter, along with other applicable rules
and statutes, 1egulates commercial fishing in the outlymg waters, '

(2) The rules contamed in this chapter are not intended to, nor do they
authorize, the sale or introduction into interstate commerce for purposes
of human consumption or use fish taken from the outlying waters which
fail to meet food and dlug administration (FDA) standards.

Hlslor} Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff, 10-1-76; r. and recr. Register, October,
1979, No. 286, eff. 11-1-79.

'NR 25.02 Definitions. Fxcépt as otherwise specifically deﬁned in the
stagtulges the followmg terms, for the purposes of thls chapter, are defined
as follows:: . -

(1) “Closed area” means any area designated as a refuge by rule or
statute, or any area where ﬁshmg is restricted in any manner by rule.

(2) “Closed season” means that perlod of the year not embraced
within the open season for each species of fish therefor as provided in s.
NR 25.05 (1) durmg whlch the takmg of the fish species enumelated is
prohibifed.

(3) “‘Commercial fish” is any species of game or 1ough ﬁsh for whlch an
open season has been provided in s. NR. 25.06.,

{4) “Commerc:al fishing” means fishing for fish regulated by this chap-
ter with commercial gear or methods other than those commonly known
as hook and line fishing or angling, the takmg of smelt pursuant to S. N R
20.09, or minnows.

(5) “Commercial fishing gear" or “commereial gear is that equip-
ment identified in or regulated by this chapter, with the exception of
hook and line or angling equipment, gear for the taking of smelt pursuant
to s, NR 20.09, or minnows.

(6):*“Commercial ice fishing” means the setting and opelatmg of com-
merc1al fishing gear through and from the surface of the ice.
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(7} “Department” means department of natural resources.

(8) “Encireling nets” means purse seines as defined in sub. (22), and
seines as deseribed in 5. 29.336 (3), Stats.

(9) “Entrapping nets”.means trap nets as defined in sub. (27), and
entrapping nets as described in s. 29,336 (1), Stats.

(10).“Final consumer” means the last or ultimate person who obtains
a fish for lts final use for eating or otherwise.

(1) “I‘mal consumption” means the last or ultimate use of a fish by
eatmg or otherw1se

(12) “Flshel ‘means any person engaged in ﬁshmg

(18) “Harvest limit”, “harvest quota”, “total allowable annual com-
mercial harvest”’, ““the total allowable commereial harvest” or ““the an-
nual allowable commercial harvest’” means the total number or pounds
of fish as established in this chapter which may be taken in a license year
from the outlying waters or any portion thereof. ‘

(14) “Illegal fish” means any or all fish taken at a time other than the
open season, or of sizes other than prescribed in s. NR 25.05 or in excess
of quotas as prescrlbed in s. NR 25.08, or taken by methods other than
those prescribed in this chapter, or of the following species: smallmouth
bass, largemouth bass, rock hass, crappie, muskeilunge, sturgeon, all spe-
cies of salmen and trout except as otherwise preser 1bed in this chapter.

(15) *“IHlegal nets’” mean those nets possessed or used in vmlatlon of
this chapter or a statute.

(16) “License year’’ means that period from July 1 through June 3¢ of
the succeedmg year.

(17) “Licensed commercxal fisher’” means a person currently licensed
under s, 29.33 (1), Stats,

(18) “Northern and southem Green Bay line” means that line de-
seribed as a Hne in Green Bay drawn from the most northerly-point of
Friedmann’s point at Fish ereek, located in the southwest quarter of see-
tion 29, township 31 north, range 27 east, Door county; thence north-
wester 1y fo the most southeasterly pomt of Chambers island; thence
along the southwest shoreline to the most southwesterly point of-Cham-
bers island; thence due west to the Wlsconsm-Mlch:gan boundary line.

(19) “Northern chub fishmg zone” means those waters of Lake Michi-
gan lying north of a line extending due east from the red navigational
buoy marking the entrarice of Baileys Harbor, except between April 1,
1983 and July 1, 19856 when it means those waters of Lake Michigan ly-
ing north of a fine extending from the mid-channel marker buoy of Bai-
leys Harbor on a 135° bearing, and east of a line extending through the
marker buoy on Flsherman Shoal on a 23° bearing.

Note: This definition creates different boundaries for the * ‘northern chub fishing zone for a
peried not to extend beyond July 1, 1985. During that period, the fishery in the zone will be
closely monitored and evaluated, Tf found neeessary, the department will propose appropriate
amendments prior to July 1, 1985,

(20) “Northern Green Bay’' means those waters of Green Bay lying
north of the northern and southern Green Bay line.
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(21) “Northern Green Bay-Lake Michigan line” means that line com-
mencing at the northwest side of the Northport dock where it joins the
shoreline in fownship 32 or 33 north, range 29 east; thence in a northeast-
erly direction to the range light (31gnaI light) on Plum island; thence
along the north and west shore of Plum island to the U,S. coast guard
station; thence northerly to the southwesterly point of Shellswick dock,
whieh is located on Lodbell’s point on Washington island; thence along
this dock to the shoreline of Lodbell’s point; thence along the west shore
of Washington island to Boyer’s Bluff light; thence due north to the
Michigan-Wisconsin boundary line.

(22) ““Purse seine’”’ means a net which consists of a wall or modified
wall of net which is used to encirele fish. The top of the net is fitted with
floats while the bottom is weighted. A line threaded through rings under
the net allows fishers to close the hottom of the net, thus trapping fish in
the enclosure so produced.

(23) “Southern chub fishing zone” means those waters of Lake Michi-
iglanblying south of a line running due east from the entrance of Kewaunee
arbor .

{24) “Southern Green Bay” means those waters of Green Bay lying
south of the northern and southern Green Bay line, including the Fox
river as far as the dam at DePere,

(25) “Southern Green Bay -— Lake Michigan line” means that line
commencing at a peint on the southwest shore of the Sturgeon Bay ship
canal directly beneath the center of the Wisconsin public service com-
pany power line and extending in a northeasterly direction directly be-
neath and parallel to the center of the power line to a point on the north-
east. shore of the ship canal, all located in NE% NWk, sectlon 22,
township 27 north, range 26 east, Door county.

(26) “Stretch measure’’ means the extension measure of net mesh size
whenever the size of mesh of a net is specified, Stretch measure means the
distance between the extreme angles of any single mesh.

(27) “Trap net” means a device constructed of nettmg, which may
employ wings or wings and leads, directing the movement of fish through
a tunnel of netting into inner hearts or built-in forebays wherein they are
trapped by their own movement. Such nets may be referred to as shallow
trap nets, submarine trap nets or deep water trap nets but shall not in-
clude drop nets or fyke nets

(28) ““Trawl” means a lar ge conical bag of netting to which are often
attached wings of netting, which is towed in the water and captures fish
by scooping rather than encirveling them, The mouth of the bag is nor-
mally kept oper laterally by 2 large hoards, one on each side so rigged
that they serve to  spread the entire net, and these boards are secured to
towing lines running te the vessel or vessels engaged in towing the net

‘through the water.

{29} “Trawl cast” means the single placement towing and retrieval of
a trawl,

History: Cr, Register, September, 19’-’6 No, 249, eff. 10-1-76; r, and recr. Reglster, October,
1919, No. 286, eff. 11-1-79; renum, (§) to(lS) to be [§)] to(ls), (19} to (21) to be (22) to (24),
(22) tobe(21), cr, (6) and {20), Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff, 5-1-83; renum. (8) to (14)
tobe {16) to (18), (15) tobe(lS).(lG) to (18) to be (20} to (22), (19} to (24)tobe (24) to (29),
er. {8), (93, (17), (19) and (23), Register, April, 1983, No, 328, eff. 5-1-8,
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NR 25.03 Commerial fishing licenses, {1) LAKE SUPERIOR. (a) Not more
than 21 licenses authorizing commercial fishing in Lake Superior may be
issued for each license year except that.this section shall not apply to
Ticenses for fishing only for the harvest-of rough fish from outlying walers
under a contract-issued pursuant to s, 29 62 or 29.625, Stats

(b) Apphcatmns for licenses authm izing commercial ﬁshmg on Lake
Superior which have been filed-in accordance with sub. (3) shall be re-
viewed and approved or denied pursuant to the following, criteria;

1, For the first year of eligibility the apphcant must show plOUf ‘of a
$5,000 investment in commercial fishing equlpment -

2, To retain eligibility for the second year and each consecutlve yeal
period thereafter, the applicant must show proof of:

a A $5 000 investment in commercial fishing equlpment

b. At least 50 days of commercial flshmg, setting or operating nets on
Lake Superior during the previous year.:

3. Any licensee failing to meet the qualifications of par, (b) 1. and 2,
shalil not be eligible to reapply for such license until one year has elapsed
since the end of the period in-which that person:was licensed.

4, Such licenses shall be issued accordmg to the followmg pr 10r1t1es to
appllcants otherWlse gualified. I

“a. First to 1nd1v1duals who hava been kcensed on Lake Supel for or
worked as crew meinbers setting and operatmg nets at least 100 days in
total during the 2 preceding years.’ e

b. Next to individuals who have ‘held & hcense on Lake Superlol or
worked as a member of a crew on Lake Superior for 2 years,

¢. Next to other Wisconsin residents and nonresidents residing ln
states allowing Wlsconsm residents similar privileges.

5. When the numbel of qualified new applicants for such llcense shall
exceed the number of licenses available and such applicants are not af-
fected by the priorities established in subd.: 4. the licenses shall: be
awarde((ii on the basis of random selectlon from all ellg:ble applicatlons
receive :

(c) The Lake Superior commercial ﬁshing bo_ard shali review applica-
tions for licenses and recommend approval or denial of licenses to the
department no later than May 20 plecedmg the ]:cense yeal for wh1c11
application is heing made. :

{2) LAKE MICHIGAN. (a) The number of IICEIISES authorlzmg commer-
cial fishing in Lake Michigan issued for the licensing period which begins
on July 1, 1981 and extends through June 30, 1982, shall be limited to no
more than ‘the number issued during the preceding license year.

{(b) Following the license year of 1981-82, the number of licenses issued
for any license year shall be limited to the maximum number issued for
either of the immediately precedmg 2 hcense years,

(e) Appl:catlons for licenses authori 1z1ng commerc:a] fishing in Lake
Miechigan which have been filed in accordance with sub, (3} shall.bé re-
viewed and approved or denied pursuant to the following criteria:
Register, April, 1983, No. 328




DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCESMl 289
‘R 25

1. For the first year of eligibility the applicant shall show proof of a
$5,000 investment in commercial fishing equipment.

2. To retain eligibility for the second year and thereaftel the applicant
shall show proof of:.

a. A $5,000 mvestment in commercaal ﬁshmg eqmpment not to include
vehlc]es othe1 than those directly employed in operating nets.

b At least 3{] days liftmg nets on Lake Michigan during the previous
license year unless unavoidable circumstances prevented the applicant
from lifting nets, These circumstances shall be reviewed by the Lake
Michigan commercial fishing board which shall m these cases recom-
mend approval or dental of the Ilcense

3. Any licensee failing to meet the qualifications of par. (b}l. and 2.
shall not be eligible to reapply for such license until one year has elapsed
smce the end of the peuod in which that pelson was licensed.

4. Llcenses shalI he 1ssued acc01 dmg to the followmg pI‘lOl itles to app]l-
cants otherw:se quahﬁed RET

a.. Fn‘st toundmduals who have been llcensed on Lake Mtch:gan or
worked as crew members setting and operating nets at least 60 days in
total during the 2 preceding years.

b. Next to individuals who have held a license on Lake Michigan or
worked as a member of a erew on Lake Michigan for 2 years.

¢. Next to other Wisconsin residents and nonresidents residing in
states allowing Wisconsin residents similar licensing privileges.

5. When the number of qualified new applicants for licenses shall ex-
ceed the number of licenses available and applicants are not affected by
the priorities established in subd. 4., the licenses shall be awarded on the
basis of random selection from all eligible applications in the single low-
est priority eategory under which licenses will be awarded.

(3) APPLICATION, Application for licenses authorizing commercial fish-
ing in the outlying waters shall be made on forms provided by the depart-
ment, Applications shall be submitted to and received by the depart-
ment no Iater than April 30 preceding the license year for which
application is being made.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff. 10-1-76; r. and recr. Register, October,
1979, No. 286, eff, 11-1-79; am. (1), Reglsler, August, 1980, No. 206, efi. 9-1-80; am. (1) {a},
(2) () and £3), cr. (2) (b and (o), Register, Mareh, 1981, No. 303, eff, 4-1-81,

NR 25.04 Transfer of commercial fishing licenses. (1) (a) A valid license
authorizing commercial fishing in the outlying waters may be transferred
by a licensee complying with this section to a member of the licensee’s
immediate family,

(b) For purposes of this section the immediate family means the
spouse, parent, sibling or children by birth or adoption who are eligible to
apply for a commerecial fishing license under s. NR 25,03,

(2) A valid license authorizing commereial fishing in the outlying wa-
ters may be transferred by a licensee complying with this section to an-
other person meeting the gualifications in s. NR 25.03 (1) for commercial
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fishing on Lake Superior or s, NR 25.03 (2) for commelmal fishing on
Lake Michigan.

(3) Licenses shall not be transferred under sub. (2) or (3} if the licensee
is charged with a violation of outlying waters commercial fishing laws.
This provision shall apply during the period from the issuance of a cita-
tion or eomplaint untii the matter is adjudicated or dismissed.

(4) Transfers shall be reviewed and approved or denied by the com-
mercial fishing board of the body of water for which the llcense autho-
rizes commercial fishing.

(5) Applications for transfer shall be made and submitted as desig-
nated on forms provided by the department. :

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, cff. 10-1-76; r. and recr. Reglster, Qectober,
1979, No. 286, off, 11-1-79

NR 25.05 Open scasons; size lmuts; pussessmn lnmis. ( l) OPEN SEASONS,
In the outlying waters there shall be an open season subject to other con-
ditions established in this chapter and by statute on the various species
of fish embraced within specified dates, both inclusive, as follows. During
any time other than the open season no person may take, catch or kill fish
or fish for fish, except as otherwise expressly provided in this chapter.
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A B C
Species Green Bay Lake AMichigan Lake Superior

{a) Lake trout

(b} Siscowet

{e} Whitefish

(d) Chubs

(e) Yellow perch

(f} Northern pike

(g) Alewives, bullheads, bur-
bot, carp, catfish, gizzard
shad, suckers, me-
nominces, smelt, wh:te

ass

(h) Lake herring :

{i). Walleve, sauger

(j) Others

No open season

No open season

December 1 to Og- December 1 to 00-

tober 25
No open season

July 1 to April §
except

1. Commencing
May 20, 1984, gill’
nets may be used
from May 20 to
April 9;

2. From January l
to April 9 only
commercial ice

‘ Bishing is legal;

3. All to be subject
foss. NR
25.06(2}(b) and
25.07(2)(b)

May 20 to March
g . .

At all times

No open season .

.. No open seazon

No open season

No open season

No open season

tober 25
April 1 te Decen-

“ber 31, subject !o i

s3. NR
25 06(2)(a),
25.07(2)(a) and
25,08

June 11 fo April & .

No open season

At all times -~

Nolopen season
No open season
No open season

December 1 to
September 30,
subject to ss, NR
25.06(1){a) and
25.07(1)(a)

At all times in wa-
ters greater than
55 fathoms in
depth

December 1 to
Beptember 30,

At all times

No open season

No open season

At all times

Al all times
No open season
No open season

(2) Sizg 1MITS. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this chap-
ter, no fish of a length or size less than that specified for each variety of
any of the following varieties may be possessed or under control, The
measurement of the length of a fish within the meaning of this chapter
shall be taken in a straight line in a natural position without manipula-
tion from the tip of the snout to the end of the fully extended tail fin. The
measurement of length shall apply without allowance made for the

shrinkage of the fish.
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A B C
Species Green Bay Lake Michigan Lake Superior
(a) Lake trout 17 inches
(b) Siscowet No size limit
(¢} Whitefish 17 inches - 17 inches 17 inches
{d) YVellow perch 8 inches in north- 8 inches
. ern Green Bay, T%
inches in southern
Green Bay
(e) Walleye 18 inches
(I} Nerthern pike 20 inches 20 inches
{g) Catfish 16 inches - 16 inches
(h) Others : No size limit No size limit No size limit

(3) POSSESSION LIMITS. Except as otherwise provided, no person may
possess speeies of fish for which there is no open season. The possession
limit for species of fish for which an open season is provided and a quota
has been established shall be the individual quota established by com-
mercial fishing boards for the person possessing such fish.

Histery: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff, 10-1-76; emerg, am. (1)(d) and er. (3),
eff, 5-16-79; am. Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff, 11-1-79; am, {1) (d), Register, May,
1081, No. 305, eff. 7-1-81; emerg,, am, (2) (b}, efl, 6-24-81; am. (2) (b), Register, August, 1981,
No. 308, eff, 9-1-81; emerg. am. (1) (i), eff. 5-20-82; am. (1) (d) and (i), {2) {e}, Register, Octo-
ber, 1982, No. 322, eff, 11-1-82; am. (1) and (2), Register, April, 1983, No. 328, eff, 5-1-83.

NR 25.06 Quotas and cateh fees. (1) LAXE SUPERIOR. (a) Lake trouf.
The total allowable annual harvest of lake trout by commereial methods
during the open season in Wisconsin waters of Lake Superior shall be
determined by the natural resources board based upon recommendations
from the department, the U.8, fish and wildlife service and the Great
Lakes fishery commission.

1, The total allowable commereial harvest for any license year may not
exceed 180,000 pounds of lake trout, '

2. That qu.antity of lake trbut to be harvested by non-Indian licensed
commercial fishers from the waters of Lake Superior may not exceed
80,000 pounds annually. :

3. Eligible members of the Red Cliff and Bad River bands of Lake Su-
perior Chippewas as determined by the respective tribal councils may
harvest under permits issued by their respective tribal eouneils 100,000
pounds of lake trout from Wisconsin waters of Lake Supeérior annually,
Copies of the permits will be provided to the department at the time of
isstie.

(34. All lake trout and siscowet shall be tagged in accordance with sub.

(b) Harvest of fish from Lake Superior for home use by Lake Superior
Chippewas. Members of the Bad River and Red Cliff bands of Lake Supe-
rior Chippewas may harvest species of fish for which there is an open
season during said season, under home use permits issued by their respec-
tive tribal couneils, .- - - e ‘ :

1. Home use pernits will be issued to the heads of households only, and
only one permit will be issued to an individual,
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2. Permittees are restricted to the use of no more than 350 feet of gill
net and sale of fish pursnant te these permits is prohibited. These fishing

activities shall be restricted to waters adjacent to the reservations of the
Bad River and Red CHff bands,

{2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY. (a) Chubs. The total allowable
annual ecommercial harvest of chubs in Wisconsin waters of Lake Michi-
gan shall be determined by the natural resourees board based on recom-
mendations from the department. -

1. The total allowable commercial harvest fon any license year may not
exceed 1,750,000 pounds, not mcludmg incidental catches allowed else-
where in thls chapter,

2. No more than 300,000 pounds of the total allowable commercial
har vest for any license year may be taken in the northern chub fishing
zone,

3. 'I‘he departiment reserves 100, 009 pounds of the total allowable an-
nual commereial harvest of chubs to be used for special assessment.

() Yellow perch. The total allowable annual commercial harvest of
yellow perch in Wisconsin waters of Green Bay shall be determined by
the natural resources board based on recommendations from the depart-
ment,

1. The total allowable commercial harvest in G1 ¢en Bay fm any license
year may not exceed 200, 000 pounds,

(3) TAGGiNG OF FISH. All fish spec1es or subspecies requlred to be
tagged in accordance with this section shall be tagged with tags fur-
nished or authorized by the department before being brought to any
dock or shore when fishing in open water and before being transported
when fishing with nets under ice, Such fish shall be individunally tagged.

{b) Untagged fish may not be left unattended.
(¢) Untagged fish may not be transferred between watercraft.

(d) Tags shall be locked and remain attached to fish until prepared for
final consumption. Tags shall remain with smoked or filleted fish until
sold to final consumers, Commereial fishers of the outlying waters or li-
censed wholesale fish dealers shall not be considered final consumers and
must be in possession of tags for smoked and filleted fish.

{e) Tags provided or autheorized by the deparl;ment for tagging fish
may not be transferred.

{f) Tags furnished or authorlzed by the department for tagging fish
may not be modified or tampered with.

{4) ALLocATION. The harvest quotas ‘established shall be allocated to
individual commercial fishing licensees in accordance with s. NR 25.07.

(5) CatcH FEES, Catch fees {o be charged for commercial harvest of
fish species whose populations are sustained or supplemented thl ough
stocking shall be determined and assessed as follows:

(a) The department shall determine eatch fees annually for each fish
species population subjeet to this subsection and shall provide this infor-
mation upon request by February 15 of each year.
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(b) The cateh fee for a given fish species population shall be equivalent
to the department’s direct cost in providing those fish for commercial
harvest,

(e) Cateh fees shall be charged on a per fish harvested basis,

(d) Cateh fees shall be collected throuigh the sale of fish tags furnished
or authorized by the department in accordance with sub. (3) at offices
indicated on the quota applications provided imder s. NR 25.07 (3). The
total number of tags that may be purchased by an individual licensee
shall be equivalent to that licensee’s individual cateh quota as deter-
mined in accordance with s. NR 25.07,

(e) Unused fish tags purchased in accordance with par. (d) shall be
returned by the licensee to the department at the office where purchased
within 15 days of the end of the open season for that fish species popula-
tion. The department shall refurn the cateh fees paid by that licensee for
those unused fish tags i

Hls(or) Cr. Reglster September 1976 No. 249, eEf 10-1-76; emerg, am., eff. 5-16-79; am.
Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff, 11- 179 am., (2) {a), Reg:ster, May, 1981 No. 305, eff.
7-1-81; emerg, am. (1) (b) to(d)and (f},r (1)(e} eff, 6-24-81; am. (1) (b) to (d)and(f).r (1}
{e), Reglster, ‘August, 1981, No, 3 ff. 9-1-8%; enierg. am, (2) (a), off, 7-1-82; am. (2) (a),
Register, September, 1982, No. 321 eﬁ‘ 10 1-82; am, Register, October, 1982 No 322, eff, 11-
1-82; am. {2} (a) and cr. {2) {B), Reglster Apni 1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83.

. NR 25.07 Individual licensee caich quotas., (1) LAKE SUPERIOR. The al-
lotment of harvest quotas as established in s, NR 25.06 (1) to individual
llcel‘lSEd commereial fishers on Lake Superior shall ba by the Lake Supe-
rior commercial fishing boald upon apphcatton in accordance with sub
{8), and as foﬂows :

(a) Lake trout. 1. Rach licensed_ coinmerciai fisher shall receive an indi—
vidual quota of 4,400 pounds of lake trout; except

2. Each such hcensed commercial fisher who ﬁshes with pound or trap
nets only shall IECEIVB a quota of lake trout in the amount of 3,200
pounds.

3. Whenever the total of that quantity of lake trout alloeated in subds.
1 and 2, exceeds the total amount established in s. NR 25.06 (1) (a)2.,
mdmdual allocat:ons shall be reduced on a pra rata basis,

4, Whenever that quantlty of 1ake trout allocated in subds, 1. and 2
does not equal in total the amount provided in s. NR 25.06 (1) (a)2.,
individual allocations may be increased on a pro rata basis,

{2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY. The allotment of harvest quotas
as established ins. NR 25,06 (2) to individual licensed eommercial fishers
on Lake Michigan and Green Bay shall be by the Lake Michigan com-
;nfrc:al fishing board upon application in accordance with sub. {3), as
ollows: .

- ({a) Chubs. 1, Chub ﬁshmg permits and 1nd1v1dual licensee catch quotas
shall be issued to all applicants meeting the following criteria;

a, Presently licensed commercial fishers;
b. Ownersh_i_p of a boat of 35 feet in overall length or longer_;'

¢, The boat shall be equipped with a powered net lifter,
Register, April, 1983, No, 328
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2. All per mlttees under subd. 1. shall be subject to the following Hmita-
tions:

a. In the southern chub fishing zone, no more than 450,000 pounds of
chubs may be harvested during each of the 3-month periods encom-
passed by the months of July, August and September, the months of Oc-
tober, November and Deceinber, and the months of April, May and June
iy espectlvely

b. In the northern chub fishing zone, no more than 100,000 pdunds of
chubs may be harvested during each of the 3-month periods encom-
passed by the months of July, August and September, and the months of
October, November and December, and for the period from April 1, 1983
to July 1, 1985, the months of April, May and June respectively.

Nole: This subparagraph allows the harvest of chubs in the nerthern chub fishing zone dur-
ing the months of April, May, and June for a period not to extend beyond July 1, 1985, During
that period, the fishery in t e zone wilt be closely mionitored and evaluatef If found neces-
sary. the department will propose appropriate amendments prior to July 1, 1985 di

"¢. Should the remaining allowable har vest as of December 31 exceed ¥
of the allowable annual harvest, the excess portion shall be allotted to all
permittees who reported fishing for chubs during the license year on a pro
rata basis, based on their mdmduai reported catches durmg the period
July 1 through Pecember 31.

d. No more than 3%% of the total harvest quota may be taken by any
one vessel or licensee dul‘il_}g the license year.

e, In the southern chub fishing ?6ne, no per ‘mittee may take more than
40% of the maximum established in subpar d. during any 3-month fish-
1ng period.

f. Llcensees possessing a valid chub permit issued under this section
may, during the closed season for chubs, possess incidentally caught
chubs, A maximum of 1% of the total daily catch by weight may be
brought to shore and sold. Such incidental catch may only be taken in
gear authorized by this chapter and used for taking smelt, Such saleable
incidentally caught chubs will be applied against the chub quota allotted
to the permittee and will be reported as required in subpar, e [subd. 3].
All nonsaleable chubs will be accounted for and tagged acecording towrit-
ten procedures provided by the department,

3. Each permit holder shall submit weekly fishing reports on forms pro-
vided by the department. The weekly fishing reports shall be mailed to
the department at the address provided on the forms and shall be post-
marked no later than the Monday following the weekly report period
during the open season. Weekly fishing reports shall be filed by each per-
mit holder regardless of whether the permit holder fished or not.

4, The department shall notify all permit holders to cease fishing upon
receipt of information that 85% of the 3-month quota as established in
subd. 2.2, and b, has been harvested except that all nets in the water shall
be lifted under s. NR 25.08 (2} (a) 9., and fish therein harvested.

* 5. The quota for the following 3-month period shall be adjusted based
on the actual reported cateh of the previous 3-month period.

(b} Yellow perch. 1. Green Bay yellow perch commercial harv.esl'; per-
mits and individual licensee cateh quotas will be issued to applicants
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meeting specific criteria as established by the Lake Michigan commercial
fishing board.

2. Bach permit holder shall submit weekly fishing reports on forms pro-

vided by the department.

a. The weekly fishing reports shall be carried while fishing under the
permit and the eateh information for that day’s fishing shall be recorded
on the weekly fishing report before bringing the cateh to dock or shore,
This requirement does not include the weighed total catch, .

b. The weekly fishing reports shall be mailed to the department at the
address provided on the forms and shall be postmarked no later than the
Monday following the weekly report period during the open season,
Weekly fishing reports shall be filed by each permit holder regardless of
whether the permit holder fished or not.

3. The department shall notify all permit holders to cease fishing upon
receipt of information that 85% of the harvest quota as established in s.
NR 25.06 (2) (b) 1. has been harvested, except that all fish nets in the
water shall be llfted and removed, and the legal fish therein harvested.

(3) Apphcatlons fm individual license year catch quotas shall be made
on forms provided by the department and filed with it as designated on
those forms no later than March 15 preceding the license year for which a
quota is requested

{4) The har vest quota estab]:shed by the department fIOI’ﬂ whleh indi-
viduals may be allotted quotas shall not include that poundage reserved
for assessment purposes in NR 25 06.

(5) Individual cateh quotas detel mmed and issued in accor dance with
this section shall be issued on a Heense year basis and be valid only during
the open season for the species of fish subject to a harvest quota and only
for so long as the applicant holds a valid license authorizing commercial
ﬁshmg in:the waters to whlch the apphcant s 'quota apphes

{6) Individual cateh quotas may not be transferred to another valid
licensee authorized to engage in commercial fishing in the waters to
which the applicant’s quota applies without review and approval of the
commercial fishing hoard which allotted the quota to the applicant.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No, 249, eff, ‘10- 1-76; emerg, v, dnd recr. and cr. (2)
{a} 1, efl, 5-16-79; r. and recr. Register, Octoher 1979 No. 286, e[t’ 11-1-T9: v, and recr. {2) (a)
1., Register, June, 1981, No. 3086, efl, 7-1-81; emerg. am, {1} (a), off, 5-24- 81 am, (1) (a), Reg-
Ister, August, 1981, No 308, off, 9.1 81; emerg. cr. (2} (a) 1. b, 8), eff, 1- 2—82 am. (2) {a) (in-
tro.) Register, Aprll 1982, No. 316, eff, 5-1-82; emerg. am. {2) (a) 1.b. and c., eff, 7-1-82; anm.
(2} {a) 1.b. and ¢, and {3), Reglster September 1982, No. 321, eff, 10-1-82; cr. (2] (a) 1.b.6},
Regts;er, February, 1983, No. 326, off, 3- 1 83; am. (I}and (2), Reglster Apl‘l] 1983 No. 328,
eff. 5-1-83,

NR 25.08 Restricied areas and legal commercial ﬁshmg gear. (1) The
following are legal commercial fishing gear when used in the manner pro-
vided and areas designated. ‘

(2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN Bay. (a) Gill nets:

1. Gill nets with a mesh size of not more than 13" stretch measure for
the taking of smelt only.

2. Gill nets with a mesh size of 23%" to 21" stretch measure in the water
of southern Green Bay only.
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*-8. Gill nets with a mesh size of 2%" to 2%4" streteh measure, except that
such nets may not be used in fishing for chubs in the following waters:

a. Lake Michigan, other than in the northern and southern chub fish-
ing zones.

b. Northern Green Bay.

4, EIH nets of 234" str etch measure or less shall not exceed 60 meshes in
dept

5. Gill nets with a mesh size of 4” to 4%" streteh measure in the waters
of southern Green Bay for the taking of rough fish and northern p1ke in
water less than 30 feet in depth from May 20 to March 9, except during
f(:ihe c}losed season for whitefish, Such nets shall not exceed 30 meshes in

epth

6. Gill nets with a mesh size of not less than 414" and not more than 6%”
stretch measure. .

a, In those waters of Lake Mlchigan lymg north of a line extending due
east from the red navigational buoy marking the entrance of Baileys
Harbior, exeept between April 1, 1983 and July 1, 1985 when it is in those
waters of Lake Michigan lymg north of a line extendmg from the m1d-
channel marker bucy of Baileys Harbor on a 135° bearing,.

Note: This subparagraph allows the use of gill nets with a mesh size of not less than 4 %~ and
not more than 6% stretch measure in a Jarger area of northern Lake Michigan for a period not.
to extend beyond July 1, 1985, During that period, the fishery will be closely monitored and
evzla!ui\telzgslf found necessary, the depariment will propose approprlate amendments prmr to
Ju ly 5 L :

b In Green Bay,
G, Only during the open season f01 whlteﬁsh

d. One haif of the total length of these nets set at any time by a llcensed
commereial fisher may not exceed 30 meshes in depth and the remaining
half may not exceed 50 meshes in depth

7. Gill nets with a mesh size of not ]ess than 5%” etletch measure and
not more than 12 meshes deep for taking rough fish except durmg the
closed seasons for whitefish and yellow perch.

8. The maximum amount of gill nets of 47 stretch mesh or larger to be
employed by any one commercial fishing licensee shall not exceed 12,000
lineal feet in the water at any one time,

9. Gill nets used in open water shall be lifted a minimum of once every
24 hours, except nets need not be lifted on Sunday, Nets fished for chubs
in waters deeper than 30 fathoms shall be lifted a minimum of once every
120 hours, Gill nets fished under the ice shall be lifted a minimum of once
" every 48 hours. _ .

“(b) Entrapping nets:

1. Pound nets only when set, placed or operated in not more than 80
feel of water, All pound nets shall be removed from the water or shall
have the fish helding or pot portion thereof rendered’ moperab]e at the
end of the open season for whitefish, said nets to remain inoperable dur-
ing the closed season,
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2, Trap nets only when the pot Is set, placed-or operated in not more
than 80 feet of water except during the ciosed season for whitefish. Such

nets shall be removed from the waters or shall have the fish holding or pot -

f[i)o;;tlon thereof rendered inoperable prior to the closed season for white-
sh.

S.hDrop and fyke nets, except during the closed season for vellow
perch,

4. Seines not less than 76 feet in length with a mesh size of not less than
3 inch stretch measure.

5, Kach licensed commereial ﬁshér shall not efnploy mdl;e than 12
pound nets and not more than 30 drop or fyke nets, that number to be
the maximnum number of eribs or pots authorized.

. 6. Trap and pound nets shall be lifted a minimum of once every 120
Ours.

7. Drop and fyke nets shall be lifted a minimum of once every 72 hours.

(e) Trawls in the waters of southern Green Bay and in Lake Michigan
south of a line extendmg due east from the Stu:geon Bay coast guard
station. . :

1.Insouthern Green Bay trawls may be used on]y for the taking of fish
for which there is no minimum size limit. Trawls may not be used south
of a line from the southernmost point of Little Tail Point to the Green
Ray entrance light or in waters less than 24 feet deep. '

2. In those waters of L.ake Michigan, except restricted areas, whel ein
trawling is permitted, trawls may be used for the taking of fish for which
there is no minimum size limit except those species for which an allow-
able harvest limit has been established, Not to exceed one percent, of the
catch [rom each trawl cast by weight may be composed of fish which are
conSIdered legal in other comimercial fishing gear,

3, Trawls may be used in restricted areas to harvest 1ough or detrlmen-
tal fish only. Trawling pursuant to this subsection shall not commence
until 72 hours have elapsed following acknowledged notification of de-
partment. Operations must be haited when determined by the depart-
ment to be necessary to protect 1ecently planted fish and concentlatlons
of xllegal fish.

“(3) LAKE SUPERIOR. (a} Gill nets: _
L. Gill nets with a mesh size of not more than 1%" stretch measure,

2. Giil nets with a mesh size of not less than 2%” and not more than 2%”
stretch measure and not to exceed 35 meshes in depth in depths of water
from 2 to 15 fathoms and 356 fathoms and deeper. Gill nets of this mesh
size and not to exceed 60 meshes deep may be used provided the hottom
maitre cord or lead line shall not be nearer than one fathom to the bot-
tom of the lake,

3. Gill nets with a mesh size of over 2%” and not more than 3" stretch
measure from N ovember 16 through March 31.

4, Glli nets with a mesh size of not less than 412" Stl etch measure and
not more than 30 meshes in depth only when set on the bottom. '
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a. [ach licensed fisher may use not more than 10,000 feet of the nets at
depths less than 55 fathoms and enly from December 1 through Septem-
ber 30. :

b. Each licensed fisher may use not more than 20,000 feet of the nefsin
depths of more than 55 fathoms at any time,

5. Gill nets being set and lifted through ice cover shall be lifted a mini-
mum of once every 120 hours, Gill nets used in open water in 15 fathoms
or less shall be lifted a minimum of once every 72 hours; in 16 to 34 fath-
oms a minimum of once every 120 hours; in 36 fathoms and deeper a
minimum of once every 10 nights,

" (b) Entrapping nets:

; 1. Entrapping nets if placed or operated in waters of not more than 80
eet, - : ' '

2. Each licensed fisher may use not more than: 10 such nets, that
number to be the maximum number of eribs or pots authoerized.

3. Entrapping nets shall be lifted a minimum of once every 7 nights,

4. Entrapping nets may be set, placed, or operated only under permit
in that part of Lake Superior east of the harbor entrance at Cornucopia
extending to the mouth of the Bad river in Ashland county and ineluding
all of the Apostle Islands area. o L

(c) Purse séines, seines, and trawls may be used for the taking of fish
for which there is no minimum size limit.

' .1‘.'th to exceed one percent of the catch from each seine haul or trawl
cast by weight may be composed of fish which are considered legal in
other commercial fishing gear. , .

{4} No nets of any kirnd except entrapping nets and seines used for the
taking of rough or detrimental fish or entrapping gear used for the taking
of whitefish or gill nets fished for rough fish under contract may be used,
set, placed or operated in the following waters of Lake Michigan;

{a) AH waters of Lake Michigan and Green Bay within one-half mile
from any harbor, pier or breakwater or one-fourth mile from the mouth
of any navigable stream flowing into Lake Michigan or Green Bay.

(b) All waters of Lake Michigan within one-half mile from the shore-
line of Ozaukee, Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha counties.

_{e) All waters in the following bays or harbors in Door county: Stur-
geon Bay, including Sawyer’s Harbor, Little Sturgeon Bay, Riley’s Bay,
Iigg Harbor, Fish Creek Harbor, Bagle Harbor, Bailey’s Harbor, Moon-
light (Mud) Bay, North Bay, Rowley’s Bay, Washington Harbor; Jack-
son Harbor, Detroit Harbor, West Harbor and Engleson Harbor, all as
described in s. 29.015, Stats, . ‘

_{d) AHl waters of Lake Michigan'or Green Bay within one-quartéf mile
of any shoreline in Door, Kewaunee, Manitowoe, and Sheboygan coun-
ties, - ’

{e) That portion-of southern Green Bay iying south or east of a line
eommencing at the silo west of Little Sturgeon Bay on 87°35'W in the SE
%4 SE % section 33, township 28 north, range 24 east, thence northeast-
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erly 7.75 statute miles on a 54° bearing through the bell buoy off Sher-
wood point and 0,37 statute miles beyond to 44°55’'N, then due east on

44°65'N, 2,75 statute miles to the shoreline in seetion 12, townshlp 28

north, range 25 east,

(f) That portion of southern Green Bay lying north or east'of a line
commeneing at the'end of Ogden street in the city of Marinette and run-
ning southeasterly to the most southwesterly. point of Seagull Bar,
thence along the shoreline of Seagull Bar fo the public boat landing lo-
cated in section 16, townshlp 30 north, range 24 east, Marlnette county,

(5) No nets of any kind except those under contract for the’ takmg of
rough fish may be used, set, placed or operated in the following waters of
Lake Michigan and Green Bay

 (a) I‘ox river including all connectmg sloughs, bayous, and trlbutar ies
from the DePere dam downstream to its mouth lying south of a line com-
meneing at the Wlsconsm public service Pulliam plant and runhing east-
erly across.the Fox river to the outlet of the Green Bay metropohtan
sewe1age distr ICt plant outfa]l in Brown county. :

:: (b) That portion of southern Green Bay lying south or east of a line
commencmg at the mouth of Renard creek iocated in SWi WA, see-
southwésterly to the east end of the concrete sea waEl located at the end
of Point Comfort road in SW¥ SE%, sectlon 20 townshlp 25 hor th
range 22 .¢east, Brown county.

(6) No nets of any kind except entrappmg nets w1th a minimum mesh
size of not less than 3” stretch measure between at least 2 hoops in the pot
and seines with a'minimum mesh size of not less than 3" streteh’'measure
used for the taking of rough or defrimental fish, or entrapping gear with'a
minimum mesh size of not less than 3" streteh measure used for the tak-
ing of whitefish, or gill nets fished for rough fish under contract may be
used set placed ar 0pe1ated in the following waters of Lake Mlchlgan

(a) That por tion of sotithern Green Bay lying south and west of a line
following the south shore of Longtail point to where the navigation chan-
nel mtersects 44°35'N, thence southerly along the west shore of the navi-
gational .channel for 3.5 statute miles to the: Wisconsin. public .service
Pulham p]ant outIet on the west bank of the I‘ox nver

(Gm) LAKE SUPERIOR PERM[’I‘S (a) No nets of any kmd except those
-under permit for the taking of rough or detrimental fish or entrapping
gear also under permlt uséd for the taking of whitefish may- be used sef:
piaced m operated in the followmg watels of Lake Superlm i

1 Allouez bay, Superior bay, St. Lou:s bay, the St. Louis river and
Chequamegon bay beginnitig at the Houghton point signal light procesd-
ing in a southerly direction folowing the mainland shoreline {o the city
of Ashland and continuing along to Chequamegon point and.on across
the cut, 'if ‘present, thence along the south or west shore of Long Island,
thenece westelly to the Houghton point light, the place of beginning,

2. All waters in Lake Superior within one-quarter mile of any harbor,
pier or breakwater from:April 15 through November 30 or:from the
mouth of any stream flowing into Lake Superior.
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{b} No nets of any kind except those under permit for the takmg of
rough or detrimental fish may be used, set, placed or oper. ated in the fol—
lowing waters of Lake Superior,

1. All waters bounded by a line beginning at the mouth of Graveyard
ereek extending north to Gull Island Shoals refuge south boundary, then
east to the Wisconsin-Michigan state line, then southerly along the state
line to the shore at the mouth of the Montreal river, then westerly along
the shore to the point of beginning.

2. All waters of Siskiwit bay bounded by the shoreline and a line ex-
tending from Quarry point to Squaw point.

3. All waters from a line extending due north from the meouth of the
Cranberry river at Herbster, easterly to the northernmost point of Quar-
ry Point wherein the bottom lies at a depth of less than 12 fathoms, ex-
cept Bark bay which shall be open from April 1 through May 30,

4. All waters from a line extending due north from the mouth of the
Iron river, easterly to a line extending due north from the mouth of the
Cranberry river at Herbster, wherein the bottom lies at a depth of less
than 15 fathoms,

5. All waters from a line extending due north from the mouth of the
Tron river, westerly to the Wisconsin-Minnesota state line wherein the
bottom lies at a depth of less than 35 fathoms, except that from Novem-
ber 15 through December 30 gill nets of 3 or less streteh measure may be
used in that portion greater than 15 fathoms in depth east of a line ex-
tending due north from the mouth of the Brule river.

6. All waters from a line extending due east from the breakwall light at
Port Superior, southerly along the shoreline to Houghton point, wherein
the bottom lies af a depth of less than 9 fathoms, and those waters within
one mile of the mouth of any stream along this shoreline except from
June 1 through August 15.

7. All waters bounded by a line beginning at the Chequamegon point
light on the western end of Long island extending northeasterly to the
southerninost point of Madeline island, then due east to the western
boundary of Gull Island Shoals refuge, then southerly along the refuge
boundary to the mouth of the Bad river, then northwesterly along the
shoreline to the place of beginning, except within one mile of the main-
land shoreline in Ashland county.

8. All waters east of Madeline island between a line extending due east
from the southernmost tip of Madeline island to the western boundary of
the Gull Island Shoals refuge and a line extending from the east end of
Hagen road to the western boundary of the Gull Island Shoals refuge
from June 1 through August 31.

{c) Permlts shall _be issued in a manner and contain such provisions
and conditions as will assure the development and protection of the fish
resources in Lake Superior.

(7) The net lifting requirements of this seetion shall apply except dur-
ing extreme adverse weather conditions which would place a fisher in
danger of serious injury or death,

History: Cr. Register, September, 1076, No. 249, eff, 10-1-76; am. (2)(b)2., Register, No-
vember, 1977 No. 263, eff, 12-1-77; am. (2)(a)5., Register, .Iune, 1978, No, 270, eff. 7-1-78;
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emerg. am {1), {2)(a} {intro.), 3. and 9., eff, 5-16-79; am. Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff,
11-1-79; am. (2} {a) 3., Register, May, 1981, No, 305, eff. 7-1-81; emerg. r. and recr. (3) (a) 4.,
r.{5) (a) 3., renum. {5} (b) to be (5} (¢), cr. (5) {h}, e, 6-24-81; 1. and reer. (3) {a) 4., r. (5} (a)
3., renum. (5) (b} tobe (5} (e}, er, (5) (h), Register, August, 1981, No. 308, ff. 9-1-81; renum,

(5) and {6) to be {6} and (7}, renum. {4) (g} to be (5} (a), renum. (4) (h}and (1) to be (5] {b) .

and (¢) and am., er. (5) {intro.), Register, November, 1981, No, 311, eff. 12-1-81;am. (2} {a) 9.
and (2) (b} 2., Register, April, 1932, No, 316, eff, 5-1-82; renum. (5} and (6) te be (6) and
{6m), cr. (5), Register, Qctober, 1982, No. 322, ff, 11-1-82; am, (2} {a) 2. and (5)and r. (6) {b)
and (¢}, Register, April,-1983, No. 328, eff. 5-1-83,
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