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Chapter NR 25

COMMERCIAL FISHING — OUTLYING WATERS

NR 25.01 Purpose (p. 285} " NR 25.09 Restricted commercial fishing -

NR 26.02. Definitions (p. 285) areas (p. 300-2?
NR 25.08 . %Tmercial fishing licenses (p. NR 25,10 H}andlmg of ittegal fish (p. 300-
8 . & ’

NR 25.04 ‘Transfer of commercial fishing NR 25.11 Processing of fish (p. 300-6)
licenses {p. 290) ) NR 2512 Commercial fishing reports (p.

NR 25.05 Open seasons; size limits; pos- 300-6)
session limits {p. 290) NR 25,13 Possession of fishing equipment

NR 25,06 Quotas and catch fees (p. 292) {p. 300-7)

NR 25.07 Individual licensee cafch quo- NR 2514 Taking of fish by or for the de-
tas (p. 294) partreent (p. 300-7)

NR 25.08 Restricied areas and legal com- NR 2B.156  Severability (p. 300.7)
merciat fishing gear (p. 298}

Note: Chapter NR 25 as it existed on September 30, 1976, was repealed and a new chapter
NR 25 was created effective October 1, 1976,

NR 25.01 Purpose. {1} " ".is chapter, along with other applicable rules
and statutes, regulates commercial fishing in the cutlying waters.

(2) The rules contained in this chapter are not intended to, nor do they
authorize, the sale or introduction into interstate commerce for purposes
of human consumption or use fish taken from the outlying waters which
fail to meet food and drug administration (FDA) standards,

Histery: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff, 10-1-76; r. and recr. Register, October,
1973, No. 286, eff. 11-179.

NR 25.02 Definitions. Except as otherwise specifically defined in the
staftufes, the fotlowing terms, for the purposes of this chapter, are defined
as follows:

(1) “Closed area” means any area designated as a refuge by rule or
statute, or any area whers {ishing is restricted in any manner by rule,

(2) “Closed season” means that period of the year not embraced
within the open season for each speeies of fish therefor as provided in 8
Nhat{;}.Osd(l) during which the taking of the fish species enumerated is
prohibited. ..

(3} .‘:‘C(.)mmercial fish’ is any species of game or rough fish for which an
open season has heen provided in s. NR 26.05. .

(4) “*Commercial fishing” means fishing for fish regulated by this chap-
ter with commercial gear or methods other than those commonly known
as hook and line fishing or angling, the taking of smelt pursuant to s. NR
20,09, or minnows.

(6} “Commercial fishing gear” or "‘commercial gear' is that equip-
ment identified in or regulated by this chapter, with the exception of
hook and line or angling equipment, gear for the taking of smelt pursuant
to s. NR 20.09, or minnows.

(6) “Commercial ice fishing” means the setting and operating of com-
mereial fishing gear through and from the surface of the ice.
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(7) “Department’’ means department of natural resources,

{8) “Encircling nets’” means purse seines as defined in sub. (22), and
seines as deseribed in s, 29.336 (3), Stats.

(9) “Entrapping nets” means trap nets as defined in sub. (27), and
entrapping nefs as described in s, 29,336 (1), Stats. :

(10) “Final consumer’’ means. the last or ultimate-person-who obtains-—

" a fish for its final use for eating or otherwise.

(11) *“Final consumption” means the last or ultimate use of a fish by
eating or otherwise,

(12) “Fisher” means any person engaged in fishing,

(13) “Harvest limit”, “harvest guota”, “‘total allowable annual com-
mercial harvest”, “the total allowable commercial harvest' or “the an-
nual allowable ecommercial harvest’’ means the total number or pounds
of fish as established in this chapter which may be taken in a license year
from the outlying waters or any portion thereof,

(14) “IHegal fish” means any or ali fish taken at a time other than the
open season, or of sizes other than preseribed in s, NR 26.05 or in excess
of quotas as preseribed in s. NR 25.06, or taken by methods other than
those prescribed in this chapter, or of the following species: smallmouth
bass, largemouth bass, rock bass, crappie, muskellunge, sturgeon, all spe-
cies of salmon and trouf except as otherwise prescribed in this chapter.

(15) *THegal nets™” mean those nets possessed or used in violation of
this chapter or a statute.

{16) “License year" means that period from July 1 through June 30 of
the succeeding year.

(17) “Licensed commercial fisher’”” means a person currently licensed
under 8. 29.33 (1), Stats.

(18) “Northern and southern Green Bay line” means that line de-
scribed as a line in Green Bay drawn from the most northerly point of
Friedmann’s point at Fish creek, located in the southwest quarter of sec~
tion 29, township 31 north, range 27 east, Door county; thence north-
westerly to the most southeasterly point of Chambers island; thence
along the southwest shoreline to the most southwesterly point of Cham-
bers island; thence due west to the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary line.

(19) “Northern chub fishing zone” means those waters of Lake Michi-
gan lying north of a Hne extending due east from the red navigational
buoy marking the entrance of Baileys Harbor, except between April 1,
1983 and July 1, 1985 when it means those waters of Lake Michigan ly-
ing north of a line extending from the mid-channel marker buoy of Bai-
leys Harbor on a 135° bearing, and east of a line extending through the
marker buoy on Fisherman Shoal on a 23° bearing,

Nofe: This definition creates different boundaries for the *northern chub fishing zone” for a
period not to extend beyond July 1, 1985. During that period, the fishery in the zone will be
closely monitored and evaluated, If found necessary, the department will propose appropriate
amendments prior to July 1, 1985,

(20) “Northern Green Bay’’ means those waters of Green Bay lying
north of the northern and southern Green Bay line.
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activities shall be restricted to waters adjacent to the reservatmns of the
Bad River and Red Cliff bands.

(2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY. (a) Chubs. The total allowable
annual eommercial harvest of chubs in Wisconsin waters of Lake Michi-
gan shall be determined by the natural resources board based on recom-
mendations from the department.

1. The total altowable commercial harvest for any license year may not
exceed 2,600,000 pounds, not including 1nc1dental catches allowed else-
where in this chapter .

2 No more than 300,000 pounds of the total aIIowabIe commercial
harvest for any license year may be taken in the northern chub ﬁshmg
Zone,

3. No more than 2,100,000 pounds of the total aIlowable commercmf
harvest for any hcense year may be taken in the southern chub ﬁshmg
zone.

4, The. department reserves 100, 000 pounds of the total a]lowable an-
nual commereial harvest of chubs to be used for special assessment.

(b) Yellow perch. The total allowable annual commercial harvest of
yellow perch in Wisconsin waters of Green Bay shall be determined by
the natural resources board based on recommendations from the depart-~
ment,

1. Thetotal allowable commerclal harvest in Green Bay for any llcense
year may not exceed 350,000 pounds

(3) TAGG!NG oF FsH, All fish spectes or subspecles required to be
tagged in accordance with this section shall be tagged with tags fur-
nished or authorized by the .department before being brought to any
dock or shore when fishing in open water and before being transported
when ﬂshmg with nets under i ice. Such fish shall be mdmdually tagged.

(b) Untagged fish may not be left unattended. :
(e) Untagged fish may not be transferred between watercraft.

" {d) Tags shall be locked and remain attached to fish until prepared for
final consumption. Tags shall remain with smoked or filleted fish until
sold to final consumers, Commercial fishers of the outlying waters or li-
censed wholesale fish dealers shall not be considered final consumers and
must be in possession of tags for smoked and filleted fish. -

. {e) Tags provided or authorfzed by the department for taggmg fish
may not be transferred

(f) No person may possess or use tags furnished or authorized by the
department for t_agging fish \rhich have been modified or tampered with.

* (4) ALLocATION. The harvest quotas established shall be alloeated to
individual commereial fishing licensees in accordance with s. NR 25.07,

(b} CarcH FEES, Cateh fees to be charged for commercial harvest of
fish species whose populations are sustained or supplemented through
stocking shall be determined and assessed as follows;
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‘{a) The department shall determine catch fees annually for each fish
species population subject to this subsection and shall provide this infor-
mation upon request by February 16 of each year.

(b) The cateh fee for a given fish species population shall be equivalent
to the department’s direct cost in provndmg those fish for commerclai
harvest.

(e} Cateh feesshall-be- charged o a per-fish- harvested basns

(d) Cateh fees shall be collected through the sale of flsh {:ags furmshed
or authorized by the department in accordance with sub. (3) at offices
indicated on the quota applications provided under 5. NR 25.07 (3). The
total number of tags that may be purchased by an individual licensee
shall he equivalent to that licensee’s individual catch quota as deter-
mined i in accordance with s. NR 25. 07

(e) Unused fish tags purchased.in accordance w1th par. (d) shall be
returned by the licensee to the department at the office where purchased
within 15 days of the end of the open season for that fish species popula-
tion. The department shall return the cateh fees paid by that hcensee for
those unused fish tags.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff. 10-1-76; emierg, am,, eff. 5-16-79; am.
Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff 11-1-79 am. (2) (a), Reglster, May, 1981, No. 305, eff.
7-1-81; emérg, am, (1) (b) to (d) and (f),r (1) (e}, eff. 7-1-81: am, (1)'(b) to (d) and: (f),r {1)
{e), Register, August, 1981, No, 308, eff. 9-1-81; emerg. am. (2) (a), eff, 7-1-82; am. (2} (a),
Register, September, 1982, Nn 321 eff 10 1-82: am. Register, Qetober, 1982, No 322, eff. 11-
1-82; am, (2) (a) and er. (2) (b), Reglster, Aprll 1983, No. 328, ff, 5-1-83; am. (2) (a)l and
{(3) (f), renum, (2} (a) 3. tobe (2{ (a) 4., er. (2)(a) 3., Regster,.lune, 1983, No 330, eff. 7-1-83;
am. (2) (b} 1,, Reglster, June, 1984, No 342, eEE 7-

NR 25.07 Individual licensee catch quotas. (1) LA}(E SUPERIOR. ,The al-
lotment of harvest quotas as established in 8, NR 25.06 (1} to individual
licensed cominercial fishers on Lake Superior shall be by the Lake Supe-

rior cominercial fishing board upon appllcatlon in accordance w1th sub '

(3), and as fo]lows S

(a) Lake trout. 1. Each hcensed commerc1al ﬁsher shall recewe an mdl-.
vidual quota of 4,400 pounds of lake trout; except C

2. Each such’ llcensed ¢commercial fisher who fishes with pound or trap
nets only shall receive a quota of lake trout in the amount of 3,200
pounds, .

3. Whenever the total o[ that quantlty of lake trout allocated in subds

1. and 2. exeeeds the total amount established in 5. NR 25.06 (1) (a)2.,

individual allocations shall se reduced on a pro rata basis,

‘4, Whenever that quantity of lake trout allqcated in-subds. 1. and 2.
does not equal in total the amount provided in s. NR 25,06 (1) (a)2.,
individual allocations may be increased on a pro rata basis.

(2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY, The allotment of harvest quotas
as established in 5. NR 25.06 (2) to individual licensed eommercial fishers
on Lake Michigan and Green Bay shali be by the Lake Michigan com-
mﬁrclal fishing board upon application in accordance with sub. (3), as
follows:

“{a) Chubs. 1. Chub ﬁshmg perm:ts and 1nd1v1dual hcensee catch quotas
shall be issued to all applicants meeting the'following criteria:
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a. Presently licensed commercial fishers;
b. Ownership of a boat of 35 feet in overall length or longer;
e The boat shall be equipped with a powered net Hfter.

2, All pe'rm'ittees under subd, 1. who select the northern chub fishing
zone under sub. (3) (a) shall be subject to the following limitations:

a. In the northern chub fishing Zone, no more than 100,000 pounds of
chubs may be harvested during each of the 3-month periods encom-
passed by the months of July, August and September, the months of Oc-
tober, November and December, and for the period from April 1, 1983 to
July 1, 1985, the months of April, May and June respectively.

Note: This subpar, allows the harvest of chubs in the northern ¢chub ﬁshm% zone during the
months of April, May and June fora Fermd not to extend beyond Jul 85. During that
period, the fishery in the zone will be closely monitored and evaluated, If found necessary, the
department will propose appropriate amendments prior to July 1, 1985.

b. The department shall notify all permittees to cease fishing upon re-
ceipt of information that 85% of the 8-month quota as established in
subpar. a. has been harvested except that all nets in the water shall be
lifted under s. NR 25.08 (2) (a) 9., and the legal fish therein harvested.

¢. The quota for the following 3-month period shall be adjusted based
on the actual reported catch of the previous periods within a given M-
cense year, except that no more than 108,000 pounds of chubs may be
harvested during the 3-month period encompassed by the months of
April, May and June.

3. All permittees under subd, 1. who setect the southern chub ﬁshmg
zone under sub. (3) (a) shall be subject to the following limitations:

a. In the southern chub fishing zone, 90% of the harvest quota estab-
lished in s. NR 25.06 (2) (a) 3. shall be allotted to 32 individual permlt-
tees as follows:

Flsher Rank Percent of Allotted Quota

1-5 3.94

6-10 3.64
11-15 3.34
16-20 4 3.04
21-25 2.74
26-30 2.44
81.32 2.15

1) The fisher rank of each individual permittee shall be based on their
individual authorized regular season chub harvest from April 1, 1981
through Drecember 81, 1982, This harvest determination shall be "hased
on the permittee’s reported catch during that period adjusted to the legal
amount under subd. 1. b, 4) and 5), Register, June, 1981, No. 306, The
highest resultting number shall be assigned the fisher rank of 1, and the
following numbers assigned sequential ranks until the 32 individual
quota allotments are all assigned, If there are any ties for a given fisher
rank, a public drawing will be conducted by the depar{ment and the per-
mittee selected will receive that fisher rank. The permittee or permittees
not selected will go to the next lower fisher rank. Additional drawings
wilt be conducted as needed to resolve all ties. Any remaining permittees
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not receiving individual quota allotirients shall fish under the provisions
of subpar. b.

2) No individual quota allotted under subpar a. may exceed 70,000
pounds, until each individual allotted quota eguals 70,600 pounds. When
the quota allotted to an individual permittee reaches ’20,0_00 pou'nds, any
additional harvest quota shall be divided equally among the remaining
individual allotted quotas not equalling 70,000 pounds. When alil indi-
vidual alotted quotas each equal 70,000 pounds, for a total of 2,240,000
pounds, -any further increases shall be divided equally among. the indi-
vidual quota aliotments Quota allotments shall be madeg in- who]e pound
increments.

- Note: I 90% of the harvest quota established in s. NR 25.08 (2) (a) 3. equaled 1,590,000
pounds. permittees in fisher rank 1-5 would have individual quotas of 74,466 pounds. The ex-

cess over 70,000 pounds for each would be totalled, being 22,300 pounds, and dlwded equally
among the remaining 27 individual quotas, 826 pounds each, -

.8) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the numher of permittees allotted an
‘individiaal quota, those permitiees ranking below the vacancy shall auto-
maticaily advance inrank to fil:the vacancy, Any vacaney at fisher rank
32 may-be filled by the permittee fishing under the provisions of subpatr.
,b. who has the highest total reported regular season chub harvest for the
‘ prevmus 2 hcense years, = .

< b.oIn the southern chub ﬁshmg zone, 10% of the harvest quota estab-
‘Tished in's. NR 25.06 (2) (a)'3. shall be:allotted to permlttees who do not
receive individual allotted quotas under subpar. a.” - "

1) No more than 10% ‘of this a]lotment may be taken by any- ohe per-
m1ttee diiring the license year, :

2) No permittee may take more than 40% of the maximum established
in subpar. b. 1) during any of the 3-month fishing periods encompassed
by the months of July, August and September, the months'of October,
November and December, and the months of Aprll May and June re-
spectively. -

3) Whenever the total amount of chubs aliocated under subpar. b, 1)
does not equal the amount provided in subpar. b., the surplus shall be
divided equally among permittees under subpar, b,

¢. The department shall notify permittees to cease fishing upon receipt
of information that 85% of their allotment as established in subds, 3.a.
and b, has been harvested except that all nets in the water shall be lifted
under 5. NR 25.08 (2) (a) 9., and the legal fish therein harvested,

4. Bach permiitee shall submit weekly Gshing reports on forms pro-
vided by the department. The weékly fishing reports shall be mailed to
the department at the address provided on the forms and shall be post-
marked no later than the Menday following the weekly report period
during the open season. Weekly fishing reports shall be filed by each per-
mittee regardless of whether the permittee fished or not. :

(b) Yellow perch. 1. Green Bay yellow perch fishing permits and mdl-
vidual licensee catch quotas shall be issued to all applicants:

. -a. Holding a valid commermal fishing license issued under s. 29 33,
Stats., and .
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b. Who reported a commerecial harvest of yellow perch legally taken
while operating under their commercial fishing license issued under
5. 29,33, Stats,, from the Wisconsin waters of Green Bay between Janu-
ary 1, 1979 and December 21, 1982, and

-¢. Who applied for and received a Green Bay yellow perch fishing per-
mit for the license year preceding the license year for which the permit
applieation is presently being made, unless unavoidable circumstances
prevented applieation for or reeeipt of that previous permit, Those cir-
cumstances shall be reviewed by the Lake Michigan commercial fishing
bloavctl which in these cases shall approve or deny the pending permit ap-
plication.

d. Any licensee who fails to apply for and receive a permit under this
paragraph is not eligible for future Green Bay yeilow perch fishing per-
Igilts under this paragraph until the prowsmns of subd. 2.c. are applica-

e,

2, The individual ltcensee catch quota jssued to each permlttee shall be
determined as follows: .

a, Bach permlttee shall receive a percentage of the totai allowable an-
nual commercial harvest as established by s. NR 25.06 (2) (b) 1. That
percentage shall be caleulated by dividing the total commereial harvest
of yellow perch from the Wisconsin waters of Green Bay reported under
that license during the period from January 1, 1979 through December
31, 1982, by the overall total reported commercial harvest of yellow
perch from those waters during that period, and multiplying the result
by 100. The resulting percentage shall be rounded off to 2 decimal places
or to hundredths of a percent. Any resulting percentage of less than
0.01% shall be considered 0.01% for alloeation of an individual licensee
cafch ‘quota, The individual licensee eatch quotas will be allocated in
whole'pound increments.

Note: If during the base catch penod (January, 1979 — December 1982), a permittee re-
ported catching a total of 20,200 pounds of perch and the overall total reported perch harvest
was 1,600,000 pounds, that permitiee’s individual license catch quota percentage would be

1.26%. If the total allowable annual commercial harvest was set at 160,000 pounds, that her-
niittee’s mdlvldual licensee eatch quota would be 1,260 pounds.

b. If the number of eligible permittees is inadequate to utilize the tofal
allowable commercial harvest as established by s, NR 25,06 (2) (b) 1,
and as allocated under subpar. a,, the surplus will be divided among the
eligible permittees based on the percentages calculated for each permit-
tee under subpar. a.

¢ Any future increase of the total allowable annual commercial har-
vest as established by s, NR 25.06 (2) (b) 1. that exceeds 521,285 pounds
will be divided equally among all licensed commercial fishers who apply
for Green Bay yellow perch fishing permats regardless of past yellow
perch harvest records.

3. Pishing under permits issued under subd. 1, may be done from any
boat listed on the permittee’s commercial fishing license or through the
ice.

4. Bach permittee shall submit weekly fishing reports on forms pro-
vided hy the department. "
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. a, The weekly fishing reports shall be carried while fishing under the
permlt and the catch information for that day’s fishing shall be recorded
on the weekly fishing report before bringing the cateh to dock or shore.
This requirernent does not include the weighed total cateh.

b. The weekly fishing reports shall be mailed to the department at the
address provided on the forms and shall be postmarked no later than the
Monday following the weekly report period during the open season,

TWeekly fishiiig veports shall be-filed by -each- permlttee regardiess -Of - e

whether the permittee fished or not,

5. Based on the information received in the weekly fishing reports the
department shall notify individual permittees when 76% of their catch
quota, as allocated under subd. 2., has been harvested.

"(3) Applications for individual Hicense year catch quotas shall be made
on forms provided by the department. Applications, if mailed, shall be
postmarked no later than March 15 preceding the license year for which
application is heing made. If applications are submitted to the depart-
ment other than by mail, they shall be received and stamped with a date
stamp of the department indicating receipt no later than March 15 pre-
ceding the license year for which application is being made.

(a) Apphcants for Lake Michigan chub fishing permits and individual
licensee catch quotas under sub. (2) (a) 1. shall select and designate on
their application either the northern chub ﬁshmg zZone or the southern
chub fishing zone, -~

: é4) The harvest quota established by the departmenf, from whlch mch-
viduals inay be allotted quotas shall not include that poundage reserved
for assessment purposes in s, NR 25.06.

(8) Individual eatch quotas determined and 1ssued in accordance with
this section shall be issued on a license year basis and be valid only during
the open season for the species of fish subject to a harvest quota and only
for so long as the applicant holds a valid license authorizing commermal
fishing in the waters to which the applicant’s quota applies.

(6) Individual catch guotas may not be transferred to another valld
Heensee authorized to engage in commereial fishing in the waters to
which the applicant’s quota applies without review and approval of the
commercial fishing board which allotted the quota to the applicant.

li:siory Cr. Register, September, 1976, No, 249, eff, 10-1-76; emerg, r. and recr. and er, (2)
(a) 1. eff, 5-16-79; r, and recr. Register, October, 1979, No. 286, eff, 11-1-79; r, and recr. (2} (a}
1., Register, June, 1981, No. 308, eff, 7-1-81; emer% am, (1)(a) eff. 7-1-81; am. (1) (a); Regis-
ter August, 1981, No. 308 off. 9.1 81;emerg. er, (2) (a) 1, b. 6), eff, 1-2-82; am, (2) (a) {intro.)
Reglster April, 1982 No, 316 eff, 5-1-82 emerg, am. (2) (a) 1.b.ande,, eﬁ 7-1-82; am. (2) (a)
1.,b. and c. and (3), Register, Sepu mber, 1982, No. 321,-eff, 10-1-82; ¢r, (2) (a) 1 1. 6, Regis
ter. February, 1983, No, 326, eff, 3-1 83; am, {1) and (2), Register, Apnl 1983, No, 328, eff. 5-

-83; r. and reer, (2) {a)2,,(2) (b) and {3), r. (2) (a) 4. and 5., renum, (2} (a)3 to be (2) (a)4
and am,, ¢r, {2) {a) 3., Reglster, June, 1983 No, 330, eff. ‘7-1—83 am, (l)(b)l (2)(b)2.c.and

, O, (2) (b) 1. ¢ andd Register, June, 1934 Neo. 342, off, 71

NR 25.08 Commercial fishing gear. Licensed commereial fishers con-
ducting eommerecial fishing operatlons may only use the following gear
subjgct to the eonditions stated in this section and in the areas de51g-
nate

(1) L.AXE SUPERIOR. (a) Gill nets:

1. With a mesh size of not more than 1%” stretech measure.
Register, Jung, 1984, No, 342
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2. With a mesh size of not less than 2%" and not more than 2%" stretch
measure,

a. Not more than 35 meshes in depth in water 12 to 90 feet (2 to 15
fathoms) deep or 210 feet (35 fathoms) and deeper.

b. Not more than 60 meshes in depth may be used provided the bottom
Enaitre eord or lead line is at least 6 feet (1 fathom) above the lake bot-
om

3. Witha mesh size of not less than 2% inch and not more than 3inch
stretch measure: .

&, Only in water 60 feet (10 fathoms) deep or deeper.
- b. Only from November 15 through March 31,
4. With a mesh size of not less than 4% inch stretch measure: "

a. Not more than 30 meshes in depth and only when set on the bottom
of the lake,

b. No more than 10,000 feet of these nets may be used by each licensed
commercial fisher in water less than 330 feet (55 fathoms) deep and then
only from December 1 through September 30,

(A May be used in water more than 330 feet (b5 fathoms) deep at any
time,

5. Shall be lifted a minimum of:

a. Once'e'\'?ery 72 hours (8 days) in open water less than 96 feet {16
fathoms) deep.

b, Once every 120 hours (5 days) in open water 96 to 210 feet (16 to 35
fathoms) deep. -

¢, Once every 240 hours (10 days) in open water more than 210 feet (35
fathoms) deep.

d Once every 120 hours (5 days) in commercial ice fishing.
(b) E'ntrappmg neis: '

1. Only when the pot or crib is set, placed or operated in water not
more than 78 feet (13 fathoms) deep.

2. May be set, placed or operated only by permit issued under 5. NR
25.09 (4) in that part of Lake Superior lying between a line extending due
north from the harbor entrance at Cornucopia in section 34, township 51
north, range 6 west, Bayfield county, and a line extending due north from
the mouth of the Bad river in section 17, township 48 north, range 2 west,
Ashland county, and including all of the Apostle Islands area.

. 3. May be used up to 10 such nets by eééh licensed commercial fisher,
that being the maximum number of pots or cribs allowed.

4, 8hall be lifted a minimum of once every 168 hours (7 days).

5. Shall be removed from the water or shall have the fish holding or pot
portion rendered inoperable during the closed seasons for whlteﬁsh and
lake trout, on pound nets and trap nets.
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(¢) Encircling nels and frawls: Only for taking fish species for which
there is no minimum size ]umt and which are legal in other commereial
fishing gear.

(2) LAaxg MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAy. (a) Gill nels:

1, With a mesh size of not more than 1% inch stretch measure for tak-
mgsmelt oniy e R

2. Witha mesh size of not less than 2% inch and not more than 2 % inch
stretch measure in southern Green Bay only, .

3. With a mesh size of not Iess than 2% inch and not more than 2% inch
stretch measure:

a, For chubs in Lake Michigan, in the northern and southern chub
ﬁshmg zones only.

b For other Iegal ﬁsh spemes in Lake Mlchlgan and Green Bay

4 Wlth a mesh size of 2% inch or less stretch measure may not exceed
60 meshes in depth

b. W1th a mesh size of not less than 4 mch and not more than 4‘,5 inch
strefeh measure:

4 a. Only in southern Green Bay in water less than 30 feet (6 fa_thox_ns)
eep.

b. Only for taking rough fish and northern pike.

ﬁ ﬁ From May 20 to March 9, except during the closed season for whlte-
sh, )

d. Not more than 30 meshes in depth.

6. With a mesh size of not less than 4% inch and not more than 6% mch
stretch measure:

a. In those waters of Lake Mlchlgan Iymg northof a lme extendmg due
east from the red navigational buoy marking the entrance of Bailey’s
Harbor, except between April 1, 1983 and July 1, 1985 when it is in those
waters of Lake Michigan lymg north of a line extendmg from the mid-
channel marker buoy of Balley s Harbor on 135° bearmg

Note: This subparagraph allows the use of gill nets with a mesh sizeof not less than 4‘/: inch
and not more than 6% inch stretch measure in a larger area of northern Lake Michigan for a
period not to extend beyond July 1, 1985. During that period, the fishery will be closely moni-
tored and evaluated. If found necessary, the department will propose appropriate amend—
ments pnor to July I 1985

b. In Green Bay. _ :

¢. Only during the open season for whitefish,

d. May not exceed 30 meshes in depth for one-half of the total length of
these nets set at any time by a licensed commercial fisher, and the re-
maining half may not exceed 50 meshes in depth.

7. With a mesh size of not less than 6%" stretch measure:
" ‘a. Only for taking rough fish.

b. Only during the open seasons for whitefish and yellow perch.
TRegister, June, 1984, No, 342
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¢, Not more than 12 meshes in depth.

8. With a mesh size of 4 inch or larger stretch measure, not to exceed
12,000 feet may be used by each licensed commereial ﬁsher at any one
time, .. L :

9. Shall be lifted a minimum of:

a, Onceé every 24 hours (1 day) i in open water 3ess than 180 x‘eet (30
fathoms) deep. .

b. Once every 120 hours (5 days) in open water 180 feet (30 fathoms}
deep or deeper,

(G Once every 48 hours (2 days) in commerc1al ice ﬁshmg
(b) E'ntrappmg nels: A -
1 Drop nets and fyke nets

a. Orily during the open season for yellow perch except by permlt is-
sued under s, NR 25,09 (4), . .

b, May be used up to 30 drop nets or fyke nets in aggregate by each
ltcensed commercial ﬁsher, that bemg the maxlmum number of pots al-
;lowed i .
c. Shall be hfted a minimum of once every 72 heurs (3 days)
-2 Pound nets and trap nets:

a. Only when the pot or crlb is set placed or operated in water not
more than 78 feet (138 fathoms) deep.

b. May be used up to 12 pound nets or trap nets in aggregate by each
licensed commercial fisher, that bemg the maxrmum number of pots or
cribs allowed

" ¢. Shall be lifted a minimum of once every 120 hours (6 days)

d. Shall be removed from the water or shall have the fish holding or pot
portron rendered lnoperabie durmg the closed season for whlteﬁsh

e). Seines: -
1, Witha mesh s size. of not less than 3 inch stretch measure
2. Not less than 75 feet in length,
(d) Trawls:
1. In southern Green Bay:

a, Only for takmg fish specws for which there is no minimum size limit,
and which are legal in other commercial fishing gear.

b. Only in water more than 24 feet (4 fathoms) deep.

¢. Oniy north of a line from the southernmost point of Little Tail point
to the Green Bay navigation channel entrance light,

2. In Lake Michigan:
Reglster, June, 1984, No. 342



300-2 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
NR 25

a. Only south of a line extendmg due east from the Sturgeon Bay coast
guard station. . :-

b. Only for taking fish species for which there is no minimum size limit,
not to include those species for which an allowable annual harvest limit
has been established under s, NR 26.06 (2). -

€. No more than 1% by weight of the eatch from each trawl cast may
be composed of fish species which are legal in other commercial ﬁshmg
gear. The prowsmns of s, NR 26.07 (2) shall apply.

(3) Ner OPERATING REQUIREMENT. (a) Nets do not have to be lifted on
Sunday, except as required by notice issued under s. NR 25.07. ~

(b} The hftmg i‘eqmrements of this section shall apply except during
extreme adverse weather conditions whieh would place a fisher in danger
of serious injury or death.

(4) NET MESH MEASUREMENT. Whenever the size of mesh of am'ﬁrE net is
specified in this chapter, the size shall be considered stretch measure.

(a) Stretch measure shall be determined by exerting a one pound strain
on a mesh knot and measuring the mesh opening immediately above that
knot on which the strain is applied from the inside edge of that knot to
the inside edge of the knot directly opposite. Méasurement shall be made
by inserting the measuring device at the uppermost knot in the mesh and
reading at the lowermost knot. _

(b) The weight and measuring devices to be used under par, (a) shall
be tested, approved and certified by the Wisconsin department of agri-
culture, trade and consumer protection, or other governmental entity
authorized to do so.

(¢) Measurement shall be made of meshes in a wet condition.

(d) it the majomty of 10 or more meshes selected at random by the
enforcement officer from any part or parts of the net are found to be ille-
gal, the entire net shall be considered illegal and shall be seized and held
subject to the order of the court,

(5) MOVEMENT OF COMMERGIAL FISHING GEAR. Whenever any gill nets,
encirling nets or trawls catch illegal fish of any species in an amount
equal to 10% or more by weight or numbers of the total legal cateh, those
nets shall be immediately removed from the water, and may not he reset,
placed, replaced, recast or operated during that same day unless:

{a) All parts of the net are moved a distance of at least 3 mtles from
that site; or

(b) Moved to a water depth where no part of the net is within 30 feet (b
fatlclloms) in depth of the water depth at which the catch of illegal fish was
made

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No, 249, eff. 10-1-76; am. {2){b)2., Register, No-
vember, 1977 No, 268, eff, 12-1-77: am. (2)(a}5 Reglster, June. 1978, No. 270 eff. 7-1-78;
emerg am(l) (2)(a) (mtro ), 8. and9 off, 5-16~ 79 am. Register, October 1979, No 286, off,

11-1-79; am. (2) (a) 8., Register, May, 1981 No. 305 eff, 7-1-81; emerg. T, and recr, (3) (a)4
r. (6) (a) 3., renum. (5) {b) to be (B) (¢}, or. (5) (b), eff, 7-1-81; r. and recr, (3) (a) 4, 1, (5) (a)
3., renun, (5) {b) to be () {¢), cr. (5) (b), Register, August, 1981, No, 308, eff. 9—1—81 renum,
(5) and (6) to be (6) and (7), renum, (4) (g} to be (§) (), renum. (4) (h) and (i) to be {6) (b)
and (¢) and am,, cr. {6} (intro.), Register, November, 1981; No, 311, eff, 12-1-81;am. (2) (a)9.
and {2) (b) 2., Register, April, 1982, No. 316, efl. 5-1-82: renum, {6) and (6) to be (6) and
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{6m), cr. (5), Register, October, 1982, No. 322, eff, 11-1-82; am. (2} (a) 2. and (5)and r. (8) {b)
and (¢), Register, Aprll 1983, No. 328, eff, 5-1-83; r. and recr. Reglster, June, 1984, No 342
eff, 7-1-84, - -

NR 25.09 Restricted commercial ﬁshmg areas, The fo]lowmg restrictions
apply to the use of the specified commercial fishing gear in the indicated
areas:

(1) LAX® SUPERIOR. (a) No commercial fishing gear of any kind except
nets by permit issued under sub. (4) for the taking of rough or detrimen-
tal fish, or entrapping nets by permit issued under sub. (4) for the taking
of whitefish may be used, set, placed or operated i in the following waters:

1, Allouez bay, Superlor bay, and St Louls bay, all in Douglas county
and as described in s, 29.015, Stats,

2. All waters within one-fourth ‘mile of the mouth of any navigable
stream flowing intc Lake Superior.

3. All waters within one-fourth mile of any harbor, p1er or breakwater
from April 15 through November 30, .

4. That portion of Chequamegon bay lymg south of a lme begmnmg at
the easternmost point of Houghton point in section 27, township 49
north, range 4 west, Bayfield county, then proceeding northeasterly to
the signal light on the western end of Long island in section 13, township
48 north, range 4 west, Ashland county, then along the south or west
shore of Long island and on across the cut, if present, along the south or
west shore of Chequamegon point to where Chequamegon point joins the
mainland in section 1 or 12, townshlp 48 north range 3 west, Ashland
county : :

{b) No commercial fishing gear of any kmd except nets by permlt is-
sued under sub. (4) for the takmg of rough or detrimental fish may be
used, set, placed or operated in the folowing waters::

1, All waters bounded by a line beginning at the mouth of Graveyard
creek in seetion 3, township 47 north, range 1 west, extending north to
the Gull Island Shoals refuge south boundary as described in s, NR 26.23
(1) (a), then east to the Wisconsin-Michigan state line, then southerly
along the state line to the shore at the mouth of the Montreal river in
séction 7, township 47 north, range 1 east, all in-Iron county.

.2, That portion of Siskiwit bay lying south of a line extending from
Roman (Quarty) point in seetion 29, township 50 north, range 6 west, to
Squaw point in section 22 townshlp 50 north, range 6 west, a]l in
Bayﬁeld county.

3. All waters bounded by a line beginning at the sngnai light on the
western end of Long island in section 13, township 48 north, range 4
west, then extending northeasterly to the southernmost point of Made-
line island in section 6, township 49 north, range 4 west, then due east to
the western boundary of Gull Island Shoals refuge as described in 5. NR
26.28 (1) (a), then scutherly along the refuge boundary to the mouth of
the Bad river in section 17, township 48 north, range 2 west, then north-
westerly along the shoreline to the point of beginning, all in Ashland
county, except waters within one mile of the mainland shor>line in Ash-
fand county.
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4, All waters less than 90 feet (15 fathoms) deep lying between a point
extending due north from the mouth of the Iron river in section 34, town-
ship 50 north, range 9 west, and a line extendmg due north from the
mouth of the Cranberry river at Herbster in section 5, township 50
north, range 7 west, all in Bayfield county.

5. All waters less than 210 feet (85 fathoms) deep Iying between a line
extending due north from the mouth of the Iron river in section 34, town-
ship 60 north, range 9 west, Bayfield county, and the Wisconsin-Minne-
sota state line, except all waters more than 90 feet (15 fathoms) deep
Iymg between a line extending due north from the mouth of the Iron
river and a line extending due north from the mouth of the Bois Brule
river in section 10, townshlp 49 north, range 10 west, Douglas county,
where gill nets with a mesh size of 8 inches or less stretch measlire may. he
used from November 15 thtough December 31,

6. All waters less than 72 feet (12 fathoms) deep Iymg between a line
extendmg due north from the mouth of the Cranberry river at Herbster
in section 5, township 50 north, range 7 west, and a line extending due
north from the northernmost point of Roman (Quarry) point in section
29, township 50 north, range 6 west, all in Bayfield county, except that
portion of Bark bay'lying southwesterly of a line beginning at Roman
(Quarry) point and extending northwesteriy to Bark point in section 24,
township 50 north, range 7 west, all in Bayﬁeld county, which shall be
open from April 1 through May 31,

7 All waters less than 54 feet (9.fathoms) deep or within one mile of
the mouth of any stream flowing into Lake Superior, lying between a line
extending due east from the breakwall light at Port Superior in Pikes bay
in section 27, township 50 north, range 4 west, and a line extending due
east from the easternmost point of Houghton point in section 27, town-
ship 49 north, range 4 west, all in Bayfield county, from August 16
through May 31

‘8. All waters lying east of Madeline island bounded by aline extendlng
due east from the southernmost tip of Madeline island in section 6, town-
ship 49 north, range 4 west to the western boundary of the Gull Island
Shoals refuge as described in s, NR 26.23 (1) (a), and a line extending
from the east end of Hagen road on Big Bay point on Madeline island in
sections 19 and 30, township 50 north, range 2 west, to that same western
boundary of the Gull Island Shoals refuge, all in Ashland county. from
June 1 through August 31.

(2) LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN BAY, {a) No commercial fzshmg gear of
any kind except nets by permit issued under sub. (4) for the taking of
rough or detrimental fish, or entrapping nets by permit issued under sub.
(4) for the taking of whitefish may be used, set, placed or operated in the
following waters:

-1, Bailey’s harbor, Detrmt harbor, Eagle harhor, Bgg harbor, Fish
Creek harbor, Jackson harbor, Little Sturgeon bay, Moonlight bay,
North bay, Riley's bay, Rowley’s bay, Sawyer harbor, Sturgeon bay,
Washmgton harbor and West harbor, all in Door county and as de-
seribed in s, 29,015, Stats

2. All waters within one—hal[ mile of any harbor, pler or breakwater.
Register, June, 1984, No, 342
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3. All waters within one-half mile of the shoreline of Kenosha, Mtlwau-
kee, Ozaukee and Racine counties.

4. Al waters within one-fourth mile of the mouth of any navrgable
stream flowing into Lake Michigan or Green Bay.

5. All waters within one-fourth mile of the shoreline in Door,
Kewaunee, Manitowoc and Sheboygan counties. ‘

6. That portion of southern Green Bay bounded by a line beginning at
the silo west of Little Sturgeon Bay at 87°35'W longitude in the SE %
SE %, scetion 83; township 28 north, range 24 east, then proceeding
northeasterly 7.76 statute miles on a §4° bearing through the Sherwood
Point shoal signal buoy and 0 37 statute miles beyond to latitude
44°55’N, then due east on a 44°55' bearing, 2.75 statute miles to the
shorelme in sectlon 12 townshlp 28 north range 25 east all in Door
county. i ‘ 5 e

7. That portron of _gsouthern Green Bay lymg north o east of a lme
beginning at the south end of Ogden street in the city of Marinette in
section 9, and running southeasterly to the most southwesterly point of
Seagull bar in section 16, then aleng the north or east shoreline of Seagull
har to the Red Arrow park public boat Iandrng located i in seotlon 9 all in
township 30 north, range 24 east, Marinette county.” -

8, That portion of southern Green Bay lying south and west of a lme
beginning at the southern side of the base of Long Tail point in section
24, township 26 north, range 20 east, and following the south or west
shore of Long Tail point to its southernmost point, then to where the
navigation channel intersects latitudé 44°35'N, then southwesterly along
the west side of the nawgatronal channel, as marked, for 3,5 statute miles
to the Wisconsin public service Pulliam plant outlet on the west bank of
the Fox nver in sectron 25 townshlp 24 north range 2{) east a}l in Brown
county ' i

9. That portlon of southern Green Bay lymg south or east of a ]me
beginning at the mouth of Renard creek located in SW % NW A. section
21, township 26 north, range 23 east, Door county, and rurting south-
westerly to the east end of the concretée séa wall located at the end’ of
Point Comfort road in SW % SE ‘A, sectlon 20 townshlp 25 north range
22 east, Brown county. N

1(} Fox rlver including all connected sloughs, bayous, and trlbutarres
from the DePere dam downstream to its mouth lying south of a line be-
ginning at the Wisconsin public service Pulliam plant and running east-
erly across the Fox river to the outlet of the Green Bay metropolitan
sewerage dlstuct plant outfall, all in Brown county.

(3) TiSH REFUGES-OUTLYING WATERS. No commerclal ﬁshmg gear oI
any kind may be used, set, placed or operated at any time in or on those
water areas in Lake Superror, Lake Michigan and Green Bay as de-~
scribed in s. NR 26.23. .

{4) RESTRICTED AREA PERMITS. Permits allowmg commercial ﬁshmg in
restricted areas as deseribed in subs. (1) and (2), or as required ins. NR
25.08 will be issued as follows:
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{a) Application criteria and procedure, 1. Applicaxits shall be licensed
commercial fishers, or have contracts for the harvest of rough fish from
outlying waters issued under s. 29.62 or 29.625, Stats.

2. Applications shall be made on forms provided by the department, at
least one week prior to commencing fishing operations, unless otherwise
authorized,

3.-A permit shall be issued to an applicant meeting the criteria in this
paragraph, unless the department denies the application under par. {b)
in writi_ng, within 6 business days of receipt of the application.

4, Permits shall be reapplied for at least once each license year. The
permit period may not extend beyond the end of the license year.

(b} Dentel, revocalion or temporary suspension of permits. 1. The de-
partment may deny, revoke, or temporarily suspend a permit applied for
or jssued under this subsection in whole or in part, as resource manage-
ment requires, if one or more of the following conditions exists or are
likely to oceur;

a. Damage to fish habitat, -

b Excessive incidental cateh of illegal fish, as deﬁned in 8. NR 25.08
(5)

¢. Spawning concentrations of illegal fish.
d Concentratlons of recently stocked fish.
e Concentratlons of immature fish,

f. Presence of protected or endangered plants or amma]s as listed in ch.
NR 27. '

2. The department shall give notice of a denial, suspension, or revoca-
tion pursuant to provisions of s, 227.14 (3), Stats. Any telephonic notice
of suspension shall be prompt]y confirmed in writing.

3. Any suspension exceedmg 7 days shall be revnewed and approved hy
the department’s district director, or their desrgnee, within the first 6
business days of the suspension period. Any revocation, or suspension in
excess of 25 days, shall be reviewed by the office of the seeretary, or its
designee, with opportunity for the permittee to be heard. The revocation
or suspension shall be reviewed within 10 business days of receipt of the
permittee’s request for opportunity to be heard, A permittee is not re-
quired to request to be heard by the office of the secretary prlor to seeking
judicial review.

4. A denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit .under this paragraph
shall not bar an otherwise qualified applicant from applying for permits
for other locations.

Hm(ory: Cr, Reglster. September, 1976, No. 249, eff, 10-1-76; renumn. from NR 25.09, Regis-
ter, October, 1979, No. 286, efi, 11-1-79; r. and recr. Register, June, 1984, No. 342, eff. 7-1-84.

NR 25.10 Handling of illegal fish. All illegal fish taken during commer-
cial fishing operations on the outlying waters shall be immediately re-
turned to the water, except that a department employe on board a vessel
Register, June, 1984, No, 342
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or otherwise accompanying fishers engaged in such commerecial fishing
operations may retain illegal fish taken.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No, 249, eff, 10-1-76; r. and recr. Register, October,
1979, No. 286, eff, 11-1-79, :

NR 25.11 Processing of fish, (1} It shall be unlawful for any person oper-
ating any fishing boat or boats or any other conveyance on the outlying
waters to carry or transport on board such beat or boats or any other
conveyance used at any time in the transportation of fish or fishing gear,
any instrument or device by which fish can be ground up or s0 matilated
that identification of the species'and measurement of the individual fish
are impossible. .

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person operating on the outlying wa-
ters to have in possession or under control on such waters or to bring to
shore any fish ground up or so mutilated that identification and measure-
ment of the individual fish are impossible,

History: Renum, from NR 25,13 (3)(a) and (b}, Register, October, 1979, No, 286, eil. 11-1-
79.

NR 25.12 Commercial fishing reporis. (1) All commercial fishing reports
shall be signed by the commercial fishing licensee under whose license the
fish were taken,

(2) On or before the 10th day of each month each person licensed pur-
suant to s. 29.33, Stats., or fishing as an eligible member of the Red Clif
and Bad River bands of Lake Superior Chippewas, shall report for the
preceding calendar month to the department in writing on forms pro-
vided for this purpose by satd department such information relative to
their fishing activities as may be deemed necessary by the department for
management of the fishery, and to prevent depletion of the fish supply.

Hiztory: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 248, eff. 10-1-76; renum, from NR 25,14 and
am. Register, October, 1979, No. 286, off. 11-1-79,

INR 25.13 Movement of gill nets. Hislory: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff. 10-1-
T6; renum. from NR 25.16 and am, Register, October, 1979, No. 288, eff. 11-1.79; r, Register,
June, 1984, No. 342, eff. 7-1-84,

NR 25.13 Possession of fishing eguipment. (1)} No licensed commercial
fisher or any member of the crew or any person aboard the boat shall
have in possession any game fish or sport angling equipment while oper-
ating commercial fishing gear or while traveling to or from the operation
of such gear in any of the outlying waters,

(2} No person shall have in possession any ecommercial fishing gear
while on the outlying waters unless in possession of a valid license issued
pursunant to s, 29,33, Stats. or ctherwise authorized by the department.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1976, No. 249, eff, 10-1-76; renum, from NR 25.17 and

am. Register, October, 1979, No, 286, eff, 11-1-78; renum. from NR 25.14, Register, June,
1984, No. 342, eff, 7-1-84.

NR 25.14 Taking of fish by or for the deparimeni. Nothing in this chap-
ter shall prohibit the department or its agents from taking fish or autho-
rizing by special permit as prescribed in s, 29.51(2), Stats., the taking of
fish for purposes of obtaining spawn for fish propagation or by contract

Register, June, 1984, No. 342




300-8 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
NR 25

[Sor studies, investigations, and surveys in accordance with s. 23,09(2),
tats.

History: Cr, Register, September, 1976, No, 249, eff, 10-1-76; renum. from NR 25,11, Regis-
t%r, October, 1979, No. 286, eff. 11-1-79; renum from NR 25, 15 Register, June, 1984, No. 342,

-1~

NR 25.15, Severablhty Should any section or portmn of this chapter be
declared invalid or unconstitutional for any reason, the remainder of the
chapter shall not be affected. thereby.

History: Cr. Register, October, 1979, No. 286, ef! 11-1-79; renum, from NR 25.18, Reglster,.

June, 1984, No. 342, ff. 7-1
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