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(Sections 29.085 and 29.174, Stats.) 

NR 20.01 Closed seasons. There shall be and are provided and estab­
lished the following open and closed seasons, bag limits, size limits, pos­
session limits and other regulations for the several varieties and species 
of fish, crayfish, and frogs in the waters within the state of Wisconsin. A 
closed season is established for each variety of fish, crayfish and frogs 
named in th.is chapter extending during all the time of the year except the 
open season period embraced within the specified dates, both inclusive, 
and except as otherwise expressly provided no person shall take, catch or 
kill fish of any variety in excess of the daily bag limit and no person shall 
take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish by any means other than hook or 
line, nor at any time other than the open season therefor, nor have in his 
possession or under his control any fish, crayfish, or frogs in excess of the 
possession limit, or below the minimum size therefor during the open sea­
!IOn. 

Hiotor1: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, elf. 1-1-58; renum. from WCD 20.01 
to be NR 20.01, Register, November, 1970, No. 179, elf. 1-1-71; reprinted to correct error, 
Register, April, 1984, No. 340. 

NR 20.015 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, the following 
terms are defined as follows: 

(1) "Artificial fly" means a single hook dressed with fur, feathers, hair, 
silk, tinsel, thread or similar material to imitate the natural food of trout. 

(2) "Artificial lure" means a bait designed to attract fish which does 
not include any natural bait. 

(3) Fisher means any person engaged in fishing. 

( 4) Fishing includes taking, capturing or killing fish or fishing for fish of 
any variety at any time in the waters of the state. 

Hlatory: Cr . .R~gister, December, 1976, No. 252, elf.1-1-77; renum. (1) and (2) to be (3) and 
(4), er.(! ) and (2)1 Register, December, 1982, No. 324, elf.1-1-83; reprinted to correct ertor in 
(2), Registl'.r, Aprtl, 1984. No. 340. 
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NR 20.02 Watera classified; boolc and line fishing in outlying waters. (1) 
For the purpose of regulating hook and line fuibing in the outlying wa­
ters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession limits, number of 
hooks and lines and foe fishing regulations shall be the same as those pre­
scribed for the inland waters of the county in which such outlying waters 
are located, except as otherwise specifically provided in the following ta­
ble: 

Daily bag Minimum 
Species Area Open sea.son limit length (in.) 

(a) WALLEYE AND SAUGER Lake Michigan At all times 3 No size limit 
(Bag limit means total and Green Bay 
of all) 

Lake Superior At all times 5 No size limit 

(b) NORTHERN PIKE Lake Michigan 
and Green Bay 

At all times 5 No size limit 

Lake Superior At all times 5 No size limit 

(c) YELLOW PERCH Green Bay Continuous 25 No size limit 
Lake Michigan Continuous 50 No size limit 
Lake Superior Continuous 50 No size limit 

(d) 1. TROUT AND SALMON Lake Michigan, ContinuoUl! 5 in aggregate of 10 
Green Bay which only 3 may 

be lake trout 
2. TROUT AND SALMON Lake Superior Continuous 10 in aggregate of 10 
EXCLUDING LAKE TROUT which only 5 may 

be trout 
3. LAKE TROUT Lake Superior December 1 5 in aggregate 

to September with trout 
10 

30 

(e) LARGEMOUTH AND 
SMALLMOUTH BASS Lake Michigan First 5 of each No size limit 

and Green Bay Saturday in 
(excluding May to 
waters within March 1 
Y..-mile or Wash" 
lngton , ;Detroit. 
Plum, Pilot, Hog 
and Rock 
Jsland•) 
'!'own or Wash- July 1 to 5 of each No size limit 
lngton Island March 1 
Lake Superior Second 5 of each No size limit 

Saturday in 
May to 
March 1 

(f) LAKE STURGEON Lake Superior Continuous 1 per yr . 40 

(g) Herring of any size with no bag limit may be taken by book and 
line at all times in the outlying waters. 

(h) All species of fish of lawful size may be taken from the outlying 
waters including Ohequamegon Bay by trolling from a motor driven 
boat or sailboat during the open season therefor. It shall be unlawful to 
spear any species or variety of fish in the outlying and reserve waters at 
any time, except that rough fish may be speared from sunrise to sunset in 
all outlying waters and may be taken with the use of spear guns by the 
method commonly known as skin diving by divers under the water in 
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artificial fly by the method commonly known as "fly fishing" in the fol­
lowing described waters: 

1. Peshtigo <Tiver-In, on or along that part o{ the Peshtigo river lying 
in Marinette county, beginning at the Johnson Falls dam in the SW 1/4 
of the SE 1/4 of section 32, township 33 north, range 19 east and ex­
tending do\vnstream to the foot of Spring Rapids in the SE 1/4 of the SE 
1/4 of section 15, township 32 north, range 19 east, with a daily bag limit 
of 5 trout and a minimum size limit of 10 inches on trout. 

2. Wolf river- Jn, on or along that part of the Wolf river lying in Lan­
glade county, beginning a the railroad trestle in section 19, township 32 
north, range 14 east extending downstream to the eastwest quarter line 
dividing the west half of section 33, township 32 north, range 14 east 
marked by a road which runs along side the Diercks irrigation rond with 
a daily bag limit of 5 trout per day and a minimum size limit o 10 inches 
on trout. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, an artificial fly means a single hook 
dressed with fur, feathers, hair, silk, tinsel, thread or similar material to 
imitate the natural food of trout. 

(6) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this section, the open 
and closed seasons and other regulations established by this chapter shall 
apply to the area described herein. 

(7) EXPERIMENTAL TROUT STIUM.MS. Fo~ the purpose of this section no 
person may take, catch. or kill fish, or fish for fish by any means other 
than the use o[ an artificial fly by the method commonly known as "Dy 
fishing" and with the use of artificial lures on tbe following streams: 

(a ) Castle Rock creek - In, on or along that part of Castle Rock creek, 
Grant county, from the Church road bridge i11 the NW 1/4 SE 1/2, sec­
tion 36, T7N, R2W, downstream to the county trunk Q bridge in the NE 
1/4 NE 1/4., section 31, T7N, R W. · 

1. Castle Rock Springs - In, on or along the springhead and spring 
tributary of astl Ro •k creek in the SW 1/4 NE 1/4, section 36, T7N, 
R2W, Grant county. 

2. Doc Smith creek - In, on or along that part of Doc Smith creek, 
Grant county, from and including the SE 1/4 NE 1/4, section 1, T.6N, 
R2W, downstream to its mouth (Castle Rock creek). · 

3. There is a 0 bag limit for trout and the open season is from January 1 
to September 30, both dates inclusive. 

(b) Race-Willow creek - In, on or along that part of Race-Willow 
creek, St. 'Croix county, known as the Race i.n the SW 1/4 SW 1/4 and the 
SE 1/4 SW 1/4, section 8; SW 1/4 NW 1/4, NW 1/4 NW 1/4, and the NE 
1/4 NW 1/4, section 17; and the SE 1/4 NE 1/4, section 18, 'f29N, Rl9W. 
a trout daily bag limit of one fish is established, the minjrnum.size limit of 
which shall b 13 inches. 'l'he open season is the fu-st Saturday in May 
beginning at 5:00 a.m. through September 30, both dates inclusive. 

(c) Trout creek - In, on or along the entire length or Trout creek, 
Iowa county no trout may be kept unless they are under 14 inches or 18 
inches and over in length, but only one trout 18 inches or over may be 
kept. There is no minimum size Limit. The open season and other bag 
Limits established in s. NR 20.03 (1) (f) l. apply. 
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(d) Namekagon ri'\Ter - In, on or along that part of the Namekagon 
river, Sawyer county, from section 3, T42N, R8W, downstream through 
section 31. T42N, R8W, no trout between 10and15 inches in length may 
be kept. The open season, minimum size and bag limits established ins. 
NR 20.03 (1) (f) 6. apply. 

(8) EXPERtMEJNTAL MANAGED LAKES (ponds). (a) Bayfield county. 1. 
The foJJowing Bayfield county lakes (ponds) shall be open for trout fish­
ing on even year dates only. 

b. Blaisdell 

c. Mimi 

d. Nymphia 

2. The following Bayfield county lakes (ponds) shall be open for trout 
fishing on odd year dates only. 

a. Balsam 

b. Beaver 

c. Little Star 

d. Spring 

(b) The open and closed seasons and other regulations established by 
this section shall apply to s. NR 20.03 (1) (f) 6. 

(c) In McGee lake, Langlade county, there shall be an open season for 
trout from the first Saturday in May at 5:00 a.m. to and including Sep­
tember 30. A daily bag limit of 2 trout with a no size limit shall be in 
effect. The use of minnows .is prohibited. 

(d) In Little Bass lake (sec. 15, T39N, R7E ), Oneida county and Wild­
wood lake, Vilas county there is a 12-inch minimum size limit for small­
mouth and largemouth bass and all trout. Only artificial lures and flies 
may be used. The use of live or dead bait of any kind is prohibited. The 
daily bag limit is 5 fish for each species and the open s>ason is from the 
first Saturday in May through November 15. 

llish•ry: 1-2 56; am. (3 ) (a ) 28.56 and 71. (3) Cam) 7. er. (3) (am ) 3 a . 7 n and 2'1 a and r. (4) 
(c) land 2, ReglsLor, January, 1975, No. 229, err. 2-1-75; am. (:ll (C) 2. , 3 .. and.4., Register, 
Oct.obcr, 1975, No. 238, ctr. lH-75; am. (3 ) (a.ml (intro.), (c) 2., 3. and 4., r, (4 1 (c) R1lgister, 
November, 1975, o. 239, ctr. 12-1-75; am. (4 ), r. (5 ) (a) 3 and er. (7) and (8), Regist1!r, De­
cember, 1976. No. 252, elf. 1-1-77: nm. (7) (a l and (b ), R.egJster, March, 197'7, No. 255, elf. 4. 
1-77; am. !3) (cJ 2 to 4, Register, December, 1977, No. 264., e[. 2-1-78; am. (3) (a) 69., (a.ml 3. 
and 24., Cb), (•l ) (a) 5., RegLqter, De<lcmber, 1978, No. 276, elf. 1-1-79; r. (3) (c) 4.1, er. (8) (c) 
and am. (3) (cJ 4.b., l~egistor, December, 1!)79, No. 288, e.IJ. J-1 -80; emerg. er. (7) (e), elJ. ·1- 1-
80; er. (7 / (el. Register, October, 198Q. No. 298, cfT. ll-l-80; am. (7) Cc) and r. (S) (a) 1. a., 
R-Ogister, December. 1980, No. 300. ~ IT . 1-1-81; reprin t.ad to correct error, Register, April, 
L981, N'o. 304; 11m (2) (o) <I. c . ., Register, Augusl, 198J, No. 308, elf. 9-1 -81; am. (3) (a) 14.., (3) 
(cl 4. d., (4) {a) 2. and 5., Rcgrntcr, December, 1981. No. 312, elf. l- l-82; am. (3) (c) 3. and d. 
Intro., b., d. and f., r. and rc<:r. (7 J (cJ, renum. (8 ) to be (9), er. (8 ), Register, December, 1982, 
Np. !l24. elT. 1-1-83; rimum . (3) (c/ 1. ~nd ?·to be (~J {el ~nd (d) and am., renum. (3 ) (c)·3. and 
4. to be (3)(dJ Land 2., rcnum. (3) (I:) 4. l,; to be2.1, Register, April, 1983j .No. 328, cfT. 5-.1-83; 
am. (3) (d ) l. and 2. lntro. and h., C4) (a) "" r. (3) (d) 2.a., r . and recr. (7 and (8), renum. (9) 
to be [8! and am. (8) (bl, er. (8 ) (d), RcgiB~er, December, 1983, No. 336, c[. 1-1-84. 

Note: For a complete history of NR 20.04 see the history note for NR 20.04 as it appeared in 
the December, 1974 Administrative Register. 

NR 20.05 Season for crayfish and frogs. ( 1) CRAYFISH. There is no closed 
season on crayfish or crabs in the inland waters. 
Register, December, 1983, No. 336 
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(2) METHOD OF TAKING. Crayfish or crabs may be taken in the follow­
ing ways; by hand, minnow seines, minnow dip nets and minnow traps 
where the same are permitted for the taking of minnows (see minnow 
regulations, s. NR 20.10) and by crab traps with the entrance of the trap 
not to exceed 2% inches at greatest diagonal measurement. Each such 
trap shall have securely attached to it a label or tag clearly bearing in the 

~ English language the name and address of the operator. All such traps 
shall be raised and the crayfish or crabs removed therefrom at least once 
in every 24 hours. 

(3) FROGS. (a) The open season for taking, killing or capturing frogs 
shall be from the Saturday nearest May 1 to December 31. 

(b) All frogs taken legally during the open season may be held, 
purchased, and sold during the closed season. Persons engaged in the 
business of propagating frogs may possess and sell frogs at any time. 

(c) There shall be no open season for bullfrogs in Jefferson and Wal­
worth counties. 

(d) It is unlawful to take frogs with the aid or use of any firearms. 

Jllstor)': L-Z.,56; am. (2) and (4) (a), r. (3) (b), Register October, 1958. No. 34, efJ. L-J -59; r. 
and recr. J~~gi ster, March, 1959, No. 39, eff. 4-1-59; am. (2 ), Register, December, 1960, No. 
60, elf. 1-.1-Gl : am. Cl ) ancl (ii. ) (a), Register, December, 1961( No. 72, cl!. l-l-G2; r. and rl!Cr. 
Register , Decemli!!r, 19G2, No. 84, eff.1-1-63; er. (3) (d), R tig sl;cr, November, 1965, No. 119, 
c!L 1-1-66; rcnum. WCD 20.05 to be NR 20.05; am. (2), Register, NovemLer, 1970, No. 179, 
elf.1-1-71; am. (2), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff.1-1-79; am. (1), Register, Decem­
ber, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82. 

NR 20.06 Prohibited fishing under particular conditions. (1) (a) Waters 
and methods. No person shall take, capture, or kill fish of any variety or 
fish for fish during the closed season for trout in streams and creeks con­
taining trout except that rough fish may be taken by hand. 

(b) Trolling. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, capture or kill 
fish or fish for fish of any variety at any time in the inland waters of the 
state from a motor-driven boat when tbe motor is running or from any 
boat in tow of a motor-driven boat when the motor is running or from 
any sailboat when in motion; or by means of shutting or drawing off 
water for that purpose. Casting and immediate retrieval of a bait or lure 
while positioning a boat by means of an electric motor, where motors are 
permitted, shall not be deemed trolling. The restrictions in this para­
graph do not apply to the waters of Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, 
Polk, Racine, Rusk, Taylor, Washburn and Waukesha counties, the 
Wisconsin river from county trunk A east of Tomahawk, Lincoln 
county, downstream, the Chippewa river including sloughs, bayous and 
flowages up to the flowing portion of all tributary streams from the Hol­
combe flowage, Chippewa county, downstream, the Fox river from Buf­
falo lake downstream to the DePere dam and the following named lakes 
and rivers including their flowages and sloughs: 

1. Adams county-Mason 

2. Ashland county-Kakagon 

9. Chippewa county-Chain; Holcombe flowage; Long 32-8 

10. Clark county-Arbutus 
Register, December, 1983, No. 336 
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13. Dane county-Crystal; Kegonsa; Koshkonong; Mendota; 
Monona;Waubesa 

14. Dodge county-Beaver Dam; Fox; Sinnissippi 

15. Door county-Clarks; Kangaroo 

17. Dunn county-Menomin; Tainter 

18. Eau Claire county-Altoona; Big Dells pond; Eau Claire 

19. Florence county-Halsey; Twin Falls flowage 

21. Forest county-Butternut; Franklin; Lucerne; Metonga; Pickerel; 
Pine; Wabicon 

24. Green Lake county-Big Green; Maria: Puckaway 

27. Jackson county-Arbutus 

28. Jefferson county-Koshkonong; Rock 

29. Juneau county-Kilburn flowage 

30. Kenosha county-Elizabeth 

32. La Crosse county-Neshonoc 

34. Langlade county-Post (Lower); Post (Upper); Rolling Stone 

35. Lincoln county-Spirit R. flowage 

37. Marathon county-Big Eau Pleine reservoir upstream to the first 
state hwy. 153 bridge 

38. Marinette county-Chalk Hills flowage; High Falls reservoir; No-
quebay 

39. Marquette county-Buffalo 

42. Monroe county-Monroe county flowage 

43. Oconto county-Christy; Machickanee (Stiles pond); White Po­
tato 

44. Oneida county-Columbus; Rainbow flowage; Sugar Camp; Thun­
der; Willow flowage 

50. Portage county-Little Eau Pleine flowage upstream to the first 
county hwy. 'O' bridge 

51. Price county-Pike; Round 

54. Rock county-Koshkonong 

56. St. Croix county-Cedar 

57. Sauk county-Redstone 

58. Sawyer county-Chetac; Grindstone; Lac Court Oreilles; Nelson; 
Round; Whitefish; Windigo 

59. Shawano county-Shawano 

60. Sheboygan county-Sheboygan marsh 
Register, December, 1983, No. 336 
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64. Vilas county-Smoky 

65. Walworth county-Beulah; Como; Delavan; Geneva; Whitewater 

67. Washington county-Big Cedar; Pike 

69. Waupaca county-Partridge; White 

70. Waushara county-Poygan 

71. Winnebago county-Butte des Morts; Little Butte des Morts; 
Poygan; Rush; Winnebago; Winneconne 

(c) Fishing near dams. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, cap­
ture, or kill fish of any variety or fish for fish by means other than hook or 
line within 200 feet of any fishway, lock or dam in the inland waters at 
any time. 

m~tol')•: 1-2-56: am. (2), ltcgist.cr, 'Decnmber, 1956, No. 12, efI. J-1-57; am . (I) (c) and (2). 
fu!gistcr , Deeemb~r. l!J57, No. 24, ell, 1-1-58; am. (1) (b), R g-i$Ler, April. J!l58, No. 28. nlf. 5-
1-58; am. (2) , Rogister, August, 1958. No. 32, ofl'. 9-J-58; am. [l) (b), Register, OcLohar, 1958, 
No. 31l. cff. 1-1-59; am, (2 ), Register, Augustl 1959, No. •14, elf. !l-1-59; am, (1 ) (bl, r. trnd recr. 
(2), Reg lslcr, Uucemher, 1!15?1 No. 4;S. elf. -J-60; um. (1 l (b ) and (2) , Register, December, 
1000. No. 60, cff. 1-1-61; am. (OG), Register, Augllllt, 1961, No. 68, ell. 9-1--01; am. ( l ) (b), R g­
i>lter, August, 1961, o. 68, cfJ'. 9-1-61; am. (1) (\bl: er. (1) (d ) and (e), Register , December, 
1961, o. 72, !!II, l -J-62; nm. (l) M. Regi•lcr, Ju y, 1962, No. 79, ell. S-1-62: am. 0 ) (b) , Reg­
t~ler, April, 1963, No. 88, eft:. 5-J-63; am. (1) (b li r. (2). Register, Deenmber, 1964, No. 108, 
ell. 1-1-65; am. (1) (a)•nnd (cl : r . (1) (d l and (e), Register, December. 1966,No. 13~. !!II. 1-1-
67.; r. and recr. (1) (b ), Register, October. 1969, o. l66, rr. I-MO; run. ( I ) (b), Regisli!I', 
Jun e, !!)70, No. 174, cfl. 7-1-70; rcnurn. WCD 20.0G Lo be NR. 20.06 , Rcgislur, Novemb r, 
1970, No. 179, ell. 1-1~7 1 ; am. (l) (b ), rtegisler, October, 1973, No. 2H, eJT. l- 'l-74; am. CJ ) 
(b), Register, January, 1975, No. 229, elf. 2-1-75; am. (l ) (b) (intro. ), r. (1 ) (b) 61 and 68, 
Register, Novemb r, 1975, No. ~9. ~I! . 12-i-75; am. (l ) (b) (in tro.), Register, December, 
1976, o. 252, err. 1-)-77: am. {I J (b), Register, December. 1978. No. 276. el! . i - t-79: print ing 
crror.e-0rreded, Regi:<Lcr, July, 197!1; am. (J l (b) 2 l.. 24. and 64 .. Register, Deeemher, 1980. 
Np. 300, elI, t-l-81; am. ( l ) (bl 35., 44 . and 58 .. Regist<!r, December, 1982, No. 32'1 , err. 1-1· 
83; am. ( 1) (b l 37., 50. nnd 6'1 .. Register. December, 1983, No. 336, cff. 1-1-84. 

NR 20.07 Prohibited methods of fishing. (1) Except as otherwise ex­
pressly provided by the Wisconsin Statutes or by department order: 

(a ) rt shall be unlawfuJ other than ice fishing for any person to take, 
catch, or kill fish or fish for fish of any variety with more than 2 lines or 2 
poles with l line a t tached to each pole and withl hook or bait to each )ine 
exc pi in Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Sturgeon Bayand Gre n Bay 
where 2 lines with no more than 2 hooks or lures attached to each line 
may be us d. 

(b) Any fisherman fishing other than ice fishing with not more than 1 
line or pole with 1 line attached thereto may have attached to such line 
not more than 2 lures or 2 hooks or 2 baits. 

(c) Any fisher fishing through the ice with hook and line on all inland 
waters may fish with not more than 3 hooks. 

(d) It shall be unlawful for a ny p rson t o fish with or leave any fi sh line 
or lines unattended in any-waters; it shall be unlawful for any p rson to 
take any fish by snagging or fouling in any manner unless otherwise spe­
cifically provided. Any such fish illegally taken other than in the mouth 
by snagging or fou ling must be immediately returned to Lhe water. It is 
also unlawful for any person to fish with the aid or use of any firearm or 
pellet gun in any manner or by any means other than angling or trolling. 
Dip nets (landing nets) 3 feet or less in diameter and a gaff may be used 
for the purpose of land ing fish legally hooked. 

Register, December, 1983, No. 336 
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(e) No person shall use as bait or possess or release any minnows or 
other fish except trout on any waters or shores of such waters which have 
been chemically treated for trout management and which are so identi­
fied and designated by signs posted on the shores thereof by the depart­
ment of natural resources. 

(ee) No person shall place minnow traps in waters which have been 
chemically treated to reestablish a trout fishery. 

(f) No person shall use minnows as bait while fishing through the ice in 
Green Lake, Green Lake county except where the lake .is 50 feet or less in 
depth. 

(g) Any fish taken into actual possession, unless released immediately, 
shall be included as part of the daily bag limit. 

(2) (a) No person shall, excep as expressly provided, possess or control 
on any of the inland waters or shores of inland waters at any time any 
gun, bow and arrow, spear, net or similar device that might be used for 
the purpose of taking, catching or killing fish. 

(b) No person other than the licensee or licensee's designee or depart­
ment agent may raise, remove, or otherwise tamper with commercial 
gear set in Wisconsin inland and boundary waters. 

(3) It shall be lawful to take rough fish by hand at any time in all 
waters. 

(4) (a) It is unlawful as prescribed in sub. (2) to take, catch or kill.fish 
in the counties of Ashland (except in the Bad river as provided in par. 
(e)), Bayfield, Iron, Oconto (in that portion of the county west of high­
way #141 only), Oneida, Pi rce, Price, awyer and Vilas counties and 
except that rough fish may be taken sunrise to sunset with bow and ar­
row from the Saturday nearest May 20 to July 1 each year in Iron 
county. 

(b) It shall be lawful to take rough fish by means of spear or spear 
fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving or bow and arrow 
from April 21 to March l, inclusive, sunrise to sunset in the inland waters 
or from shores of inland waters of Brown, Buffalo, Calumet (except dur­
ing a sturge-0n spearing season in any specified water), Clark, Door, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac (except during a sturgeon 
spearing season in any specified water ), Forest, Green Lake, Jackson, 
Juneau, Kewaunee. La Crosse, Langlade, Lincoln, Manii:owoc, Mara­
thon (except that spearing is prohibited in the Big Eau Pleine flowage 
from the dam upstream to highway 97 from November 1 to April 20), 
Marinette, Monroe, Oconto (in that portion of the county east of high­
way 141 only), Outagamie (except during the sturgeon spearing season in 
any sp citied water), Pepin, Portage, St. Croix, Shawano, Trempealeau, 
Winnebago (except during a sturgeon spearing season in any specified 
water ), and Wood. 

(c) It shall be lawful for any person to take rough fish by means of 
spears or by spear fishing by th method commonly known as skin diving 
or bow and arrow at any time of the year, sunrise to sunset, in the inland 
waters or from shores of inland waters of the counties of Adams, Colum­
bia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Gr en, Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, 
Lafayette, Marquette, Mihvaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Richland, Rock, 
Sauk (ex:cept it is illegal to spear fish while skin diving or with bow and 
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arrow in Devil's lake), Sheboygan, Vernon, Walworth, Washington, 
Waukesha, Waupaca and Waushara (except during a sturgeon spearing 
season in any specified water). 

(d) Jt is lawful to take white bass, yellow bass (striped), rock bass, 
crappie, bluegill, perch, pumpkinseed (sunfish) and bullheads with the 
use of spears and spearguns by skin diving and scuba diving in aU waters 
where spearing for rough fish is permitted subject to the same seasons 
prescribed in sub. (4)(a ), (b), (c) and (e) and subj ct to bag limits pre­
scribed in s .. NR 20.03. 

(e) rt shall be lawful for any person to take l·ough fish by means of 
spears or by spear fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving 
or bow and arrow, sunrise to sunset, from the Saturday nearest May 20 
to Novemb r 1, inclusive, on the inland waters or from shores of inland 
waters in the counties of Bmnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Rusk, Taylor, 
Washburn, Polk and Barron. Burbot (but no other species) may also be 
speared from sunse to sunrise in ~he Amnicon and Nemadji rivers and 
the Black river upstream to the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. 
Marie railroad bridge from December 15 to January 31, inclusive, in 
Douglas county and the Bad river, Ashland county. 

(5) (a) The possession or use of a gun, bow and arrow, spear or similar 
device for the taking, catching or killing of fish in or on any designated 
trout stream is prohibited at aU times except as indicated in pars. (b) and 
(c). 

(b) Suckers and carp may be speared, sunrise to sunset only, from Sat­
urday nearest March 15 to, but not including the Saturday nearest May 
l, in the following trout waters in Waushara county: 

1. White river below the junction of the main and west branches in 
SE% NE%, sec. 10, township 18 north, range 10 east, town of Dakota, 
downstream to the White river flowage in sec. 13 of Dakota township. 

2. Willow creek between the point where the two branches of said 
stream unite in section 12, township 18 north, range 11 east, town of 
Marion and the dam in Auroraville. 

3. The Pine river between the point where the said stream crosses the 
highway in section 3, township 19 north, range 12 east; town of Leon to 
the dam in Poysippi. 

(c) Turtles may be taken from trout streams the year-round by the 
method commonly known as "hooking". 

(7) It shall be unlawful to use goldfish or a lewife in any form or manner 
for bait or to have goldfish or alewife in possession on the inland, bound­
ary or Lake Superior waters of the state. Alewife but not goldfish may be 
possessed and used for bait in Lake Michigan waters. 

(8) No person shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, set, place, 
use, operate or have in possession or under control any snag line or snag 
pole, snaghook or parts thereof or cluster of fish hooks that might be 
attached to same designed to be placed in or drawn through the water for 
the purpose of catching or drawing such hooks into the body of fish or 
w;ed for that purpose; except that carp, but no other species or variety 
fish, may be taken by means of a gaff hook through the ice, sunrise to 
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sunset, in the outlying and reserve water of Lake Michigan and Green 
Bay. 

(9) o person shaU use or have in his possession or under his control or 
maintenance in any of the inland waters of tl1is state, any live box, crib or 
similar device ex.cept receptacles carried by or with the fisherman to con­
tain his ca.tch while fishing, that might be used for the keeping or fish 
unless he shall have securely attached thereto in such a manner as to be 
readable and legible at all times a tag of permanent material bearing the 
name and address of the owner or user. 

(10) No person shall fish for trout in inland waters without a trout 
stamp of current issue with the signature of the licensee written in ink 
across its face and firmly affixed by its own adhesive to the back of a valid 
fishing or sportsman's license. 

(11) No person may use live crayfish or crabs as bait on the inland 
waters except on the Mississippi river. (ss. 29.085, 29.174 (2), Stats.) 

lliBlory: 1-2-56; am. (1J (cl ), [4) (n). (b) (el and (C J and (7), ~r. '( l ) /ool and (gJ. Reglsl.er, 
November, 1976, o. 239, elf. 12-1-75; emerB. am. (2), renum. (3) (a ). tn (e) to be (~ 1 (a) Lo (c) 
and am. cll'. 4-30-76; r. ( l ) ( ff ) and (5 ) (b ) l, r. and rccr. (2) and.'(3 ), Register, Deccmhcr, 1976, 
No. 252, ff. 1-)-77; run. ( I ) (c) , (4) (b ) and (e), (Ii ) (a ), Register. December. 1977, No. 26<1, cIT. 
t- l-78; er. (10 1, Register, June, 1978, No. 270, tr. 7- l-78; r. and rC!!J". (1) (g) Regislcr, De­
cember. 1978, No. 276, cll'. l-1-79: am. ( l ) (a ) and (4 )( b) and (c) and <ll".(5 ) (bl 1.,Regislcr. 
December, lll79, No. 288, c!T.1-1-80: nm. (lJ (a). Register, December, 1980. No. 300, tr. J-l -
8ll· renum. (2) to be (2) (a) and er. (2 .) (b ), Register, December, 1981, N o. 312, clf. 1-1-82: er. 
(1 l . lwgister, December, 1982. o. 32·1. off. 1-1-83. 

Nole: For a complete history of NR 20.07, see the history as it appeared in January, 1975, 
Administrative Register. 

NR 20.08 Turtles. ( 1) TRAPS. A maximum of 5 hoop net turtle traps 
may be used if constructed with a mesh of not less than 8 inch stretch 
measure providing traps are so set that not less than 2 inches of the h.oops 
extend above the surface of the water. Float and tank type turtle traps 
not exceeding 4 feet square or 4 feet in diameter may be used for trapping 
turtles. Each trap while in use shall have attached in a manner as to be 
visible and legible at all times, a metal tag bearing the name and address 
of the operator of the trap and no other person may tend or operate the 
trap. Turtle traps shall be checked and the entrapped contents shall be 
removed at least once each day following the day set. 

(2) SEASONS. (a) Except on interstate boundary waters, a closed sea­
son is established on the taking of turtles from May 1 to June 15. 

(b) There is no closed season on the taking of turtles on the interstate 
boundary waters. 

Hislory: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, elf. 1-1-60; renum. WCD 20.08 to be 
NR 20.08, Register, ovcmbcr, 1970, No. 179, elf. 1-1-71; am. Register, November, 1975, No. 
239, elf. 12-1-75; am. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, elf. 1-1-83; am. Register, August, 
1983, No. 332, elf. 9-1-83; um. (1), Register, December, 1983, No. 336, elf. 1-1-84. 

NR 20.09 Dip nets in inland and outlying waters. (1 ) GENERAL RESTRIC­
TIONS. Except as provided in this section and in ss. NR 20.04, 20.10 and 
20.11 no person shall set, use or operate any dip net in any of the inland 
or outlying waters of the state for taking, catching or killing any variety 
or fish. No person, while operating a dip net for rough fish, shall fish for 
fish in any other manner at that time and no person shall fish with hook 
and line from any boat that has a dip net attached. OnJy one clip net per 
person is pennitted for the taking of smelt and minnows. Such clip net 
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must be attended at all times while in use and such nets shall only be 
raised and lowered vertically when fishing. 

(a) It is unlawful to sell, barter or trade in any manner any suckers 
taken pursuant to this section. 

(2) USE 01~ DIP NETS. (a) Definition. Dip nets used for taking, catching, 
or killing rough fish shall be defined as follows: a piece of netting sus­
pended from a round or square frame not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 
8 feet square. 

bl Marinelle and Oconto courities. Not more than one dip net per per­
son may be used at any time for the taking, catching, or killing of rough 
fish in Marin tte and Oconto counties in all the streams and rivers flow­
ing into Green Bay from a point. 200 feet upstream from the mouth, and 
extending a distance of 15 miles in land in a straight line. 
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