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Nofe: Chapter Trans 301 was created as an emergency rule effective December 1, 1981,

Trans 301.01 Purpose, The purpose of this rule is to prbmott; the safe
transportation of persons in a vehicle utilized as a human services vehi-
cle, o

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No, 315, eff. 4-1-82.

Trans 301.02 Scope. This rule is promulgated under authorization
granted in s, 346.97, Stats, This rule is intended to provide specific safety
related standards regarding design, construction and equipment require-
ments for new and in-use human services vehicles. This rule may require
different standards for vehicles of various size and use, It provides for the
inslpection and operation of human services vehicles as defined in this
rule, o : : S

‘History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, Ne. 316, eff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.03 Definitions. (1} “HSV" means a human services vehicle as
identiﬁeéi in s. 840.01(66)(b)4. and 5., Stats. and regulated under s,
346.97, Stats. i
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(2) “Department”” means Wisconsin department of transportation.
(3) “GVWR"” means gross vehicle weight rating,

{4) “Becretary'” means secretary of the Wisconsin department of
transportation.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 3156, eff. 4-1.82.

SUBCHAPTER I
OPERATION

Trans 301.05 Driver requiremenis. (1) The driver shall not smoke or
permit smoking when any minors are aboard the H8V. The driver shall
not operate a HSV while under the influence of alcohol or controlled sub-
stance or permtt the use of alcohol or controlled substance on the vehicle.

(2) The driver shall maintain order among passengers being trans-
ported. Misconduct shall be promptly reported to the proper authority.
The driver may assign seating order.

(8) Prior to the start of any trip the driver shall check the condition of
the HSV, giving particular attention to brakes, tires, lights, emergency
eqmpment mirrors, windows, and 1nter101 cleanliness of the vehicle. De-
fects shall be reported to the person in charge of vehicle maintenance,
The driver shall be responsible for the cleanliness of the interior of the
vehicle. The windshield and mirrors shall be clean before each operation.

(4) In case of an accident or a breakdown the driver should remain
with the vehicle and secure aid by means of 2-way communication.

(5) Loading stations or points must be selected with due regard for
traffic and pedestrian safety. .

(6) Doors must be closed securely before startmg and must remain
closed while vehicle is in motion, except as provided in sub. { 12). Abrupt
starts and stops or sudden maneuvers are prohibited, except in an emer-
gency,

7) A driver shall not leave the vehicle unattended with engine running
or key in the ignitition.

(8) Articles may not be transported within vehicle body if there is or
may be interference with passengers or driver, or if aisle, well or steps are
obstructed. Articles other than those associated with agency activity
may not be transported. At no time will animals, except for dogs permit-
ted by s. 174.056, Stats., when harnessed and autherized by an acered-
ited agency for the blind or deaf, or firearms or other weapons unless
accomparied by written authorization from the ageney administrator be
permitted on a HSV. The driver shall refuse admittance to any. person
not presenting proper authorization, The drlver may des:gnate where
items will be carried on the veh1cle

(9) Minors being transported in a HSV are prohlblted from crossmg
the road either to be loaded or discharged. The driver shall position the
vehicle in such a manner that a minor need not cross the road to be
loaded or diseharged from the vehicle,

(10) Drivers, trensportetion supervisors and vehicle owners s_hall co-
operate at all times with authorized department of transportation per-
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sonnel in earrying out the inspection of equipment, or exarhination of
driver pursuant to law, or to department rules.

{11) The driver shall not require or allow any passenger to stand while
the vehicle is in motion. The driver shall not move (start) the HSV until
all passengers are seated. The driver shall not permit a passenger to get
up from a seated position until the HSV has come to a complete stop.
The driver shall not permit any passengers to sit anywhere except in
seats provided. This subsection does not apply to chaperones or monitors
in the performance of their duties,

{12) The driver of any vehicle required to stop at a railroad crossing by
5. 346.45, Stats., shall come to a full'stop at a distance of not less than 15
feet nor more than 50 feet before crossing at grade any track of a railroad.
The hazard warning lights shall be used when the HSV is slowing for the
stop and shall remain on until the vehicle has resumed normal speed.
While the vehicle is so stopped, the driver shail open the service door and
listen and look in both directions along such track for any approaching
train and for signals indicating the approach of a train, After stopping
and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of such vehicle
shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle as will make it unnecessary to
manually shift gears while traversing the erossing and shall not shift
gears while traversing the crossing. The door shall remain open until the
front wheels of the HSV have cleared the first set of tracks for each re-
quired stop. )

(13) Passengers shall comply with all orders given by drivers in carry-
in%1 out the driver’s responsibilities under the Wisconsin administrative
code.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, Ne. 315, eff. 4-1-82.

Trans 301.06 Employer requirements, It is the employer’s responsibility
to determine that qualified personnel operate the vehicle according to
safe practices and that the vehicle is qualified for human services trans-
portation.

History: Or, Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.07 Qut of service. (1) Any vehicle that is found to be in such
condition that is unsafe for use as 3 HSV will have an “out of service”
sticker attached to the upper glass in the service door. The vehicle shall
not be used as a HSV while such sticker is displayed.

(2)A vehicle with an “out of service” sticker displayed shall be rein-
spected after repairs are completed. The sticker shall be removed by an
agent of the department of transport_ation prior to reuse as a HSV,

(3)1¢ shall be illegal for any person other than an agent of the depart-
ment of transportation to remove an “out of service’” sticker unless the
vehiele has the base registration removed and is reregistered in such a
manner so as to prohibit its use as 2 human services vehicle.

IHstory: Cr, Register, March, 1982, No. 315, off, 4-1-82,

SUBCHAPTER II
EQUIPMENT STANDARDS

Trans 30L10 Aisle. Any HSV with a GVWR of more than 10,000
pounds or a vehicle with the aisle through the center of the unit shall
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have a minimum clearance of 2 inches leading to the emergency door
when measured at any point between the'seats or between any seat and
emergency door frame in the case of a vehicle with a side emergency.door.
An open area for wheelchairs will not be considered an aisle,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82.

Trans 301.11 Brakes, (1) Every HSV shall meet federal brake stan-
dards in effect at the time of manufacture.

(2) Every HSV with a GVWR of more than 10,000 pounds, equipped
with air or vacuum assist brakes shall be equipped with a tank having a
capacity of not less than 1,000 eu, in., a gauge, a low pressure warning
system, and a check valve or pressure protective valve to protect the
brake system.

(a) The gauge shall be illuminated and visible to the driver in the
seated position. It shall be accurate to within 10% and shall indicate the
air pressure or vacuum in the reserve tank.

{b) 'The low pressure warning device shall emit an audible or visual
warning signal continuously when the air pressure in the brake system is
60 psi (pounds per square inch) or less or when the vacuum in the brake
systemn is eight inches of mercury or less.

(c) Any aecessory using air or vacuum shall not be operated from the
air or vacuum reserve tank, .

(3) Every HSV must be equipped with a power assist brake system.
History: Cr, Register, March, 1982, No. 316, cff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.12 Bumpers. Every HSV shall be equipped with front and
rear bumpers properly attached to the vehicle to be effective in the event
of an aecident. -

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82.

Trans 301.13 Construction. Every HSV with a GVWR of more than
10,000 pounds, or a eapacity of more than 20 persons shall meet the re-
quirements-of the federal motor vehicle safety standards #220, school
bus rotlover protection as set forth below: oo

.MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARD NO, 220
School Bus RHollover Protection

S1. Seope, This standard establishes performance requirements for school bus rollover pro-
tection. '

$2. Purpose, The purpose of this standard is to reduce the number of deaths and the severity
of injuries that result from failure of the school bus body structure to withstand forces en-
countered in rollover crashes.

83. Applicability. This standard applies to school buses.

S4. Requirements. When a force equal to 1% times the unloaded vehicle weight isapplied to
the roof of the vehicle’s body structure through a force application plate as specified in S5.,
Test procedures—

(a) The downward vertical movement at any point on the application plate shall not exceed
5% inches; and

¢b) [Bach emergency exit of the vehicle provided in accordance with Standard Ne, 217 (*
571.217) shall be capable of opening as specified in that standard during the full application of

the force and after release of the force, except that an emergency exit [ocated in the roof of the
vehicle is not reguired to be capable of being opened during the application of the force, A
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particular vehicle {l.e., test specimen) need not meet the emergency opening requirement af-
ter release of force if it is subjected to the emergency exit opening requirements during the full
application of the force. (41 F.R. 36027—August 26, 1976, Effective; 8/26/76)]

$5. Test procedures, Each vehicle shall be capable of meeting the requirements of S4. when
tested in accordance with the procedures set forth below.

85.1 With any non-rigid chassis-to-bedy mounts replaced with equivalent rigid mounts,
place the vehicle on a rigid horlzontal surface so that the vehicle s entirely supported by
means of the vehicte frame. If the vehicle is constructed without a frame, place the vehicle on
its body sills, Remove any components which extend upward from the vehicle roof,

85.2 Use a flat, rigid, rectangular force application plate that is measured with respect to
the vehicle reof longitudinal and lateral centerlines,

.(a} In the case of a vehicle with a GVWR of hmre than 10,000 pounds, 12 inches shorter
than the vehicle roof and 36 inches wide; and

(b} In the case of a vehicle with a GVWR of 18,006 pounds or less, 5 inches longer and &
inches wider than the vehicle roof. For purposes of these measurements, the vehicle roof is
that structure, seen in the tep projected view, that coincides with the passenger and driver
compariment of the vehicle.

85.3 Position the force application plate on the vehicle roof so that its rigid surface is per-
pendicular to a vertical fongitudinal plane and it contacts the roof at not less than twe points,
and so that, in the top projected view, its fongitudinal centerline coincides with the longitudi-
nal centerline on the vehicle, and its front and rear edges are an equal distance inside the front
and rear edges of the vehicle roof at the centerline.

$5.4 Apply an evenly-distributed vertical force in the downward direction to the force ap-
glic_aﬁonlpl:(aite at any rate not more than 0.5 inch per second, until a force of 50¢ pounds has
een applied. : :

85.5 Apply additional vertical force in the dowmward direction {o the force application plate
at arale of not more than 0.6 inch per second until the force specified in 84 has beén applied,
and maintain this application of force.

85.6 Measure the downward movement of any point on the force application plate which
eccurred during the application of force in accordance with S5.5.

35.7 To test the capability of the vehicle's emergency exits to opén‘in accordance with S4

(a} In the case of testing under the full application of force, open the emergency exits as
specified in S4(b) while maintaining the force applied in accordance with 86.4 and S5.5; and

(b) In the case of testing after the release of all foree, release all downward force applied to
the force application plate and open the emergency exits as specified in S4(b).

86. Tesi condittons. The following conditions apply to the requirements speciﬁed in 84.
86.1 Temperature, The ambient temperature is any level between 32° F. and 90° F.

' $6.2 Windows and doors. Vehicle windows, déors, and emergen.cy exits are in fully-closed
position, and latehed but not locked. ’

[41 F.R. 3874,
January 27, 1976;
49 C.F.R. 571,220 (1976)]

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82,

Trans 301.14 Communications. (1)Every HSV shall be equipped with
some type of 2-way communication system. This system shall be of such
design and installation that the vehicle operator shall at all times be able
to communiecate with either the base of operations or.another intermedi-
ary party that could communicate with the base of operations. -

{2) This subsection shall become effective on January 1, 1983,

Hislory: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No, 315, eff, 1-1-83."
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Trans 301.15 Defroster. (1) All defrosting equipment shall keep the
windshield and the glazing to the left and right of the driver clear of fog
and frost. The defroster outlets shall not be restricted in any way.

{2) Fans may be used in addition to defrosters, but shall be mounted so
as nof to obstruct the driver's view.

{3) Any exposed fan blades shall have a shroud.

History: Cr, Register, March, [982, No. 315, eff, 4-1.82,

Trans 301.16 Emergency exit. (1) Every HSV with a GVWR of more
than 10,000 pounds shall be provided with emergency exits that comply
with the following requirements.

(a) Emergency door requirements. 1. The door shall be devised so as to
be opened from the inside and outside.

2. The aisle to the emergency door shall be kept clear of obstructions.
(b} There shall not be any steps leading to the emergency door,

(e} The upper and lower portion of the central rear emergency door
shall be equipped with approved safety glass, the exposed area of which
shail be not less than 400 square inches in the upper portion and not less
than 280 square inches in the lower portion. The left side emergency door
shall be equipped with safety glass in the upper portion and lower por-
tion shall be of at least the same gauge metali as the body. The emergency
door shall be hinged on the right side if it is in the rear of the bus and on
the front side if it is in the left side and shall open only outward, Control
from the driver’s seat shall not be permitted.

(d} The emergency door shall be equipped with a slide bar, cam-oper-
ated latch which shall have a minimum stroke of one inch. The latch shall
be equipped with a suitable electrie plunger-type switch connected with
a distinetive audible signal, antomatically operated which shall clearly
indicate the unlatching of this door. A cutoff switch shall not be installed
in the circuit, The switch shall be enclosed in a metal case and wires lead-
ing from the switeh shall be concealed in the body. The switch shall be so
installed that the plunger contacts the farthest edge of the slide bar in
such a manner that any niovement of the slide bar will immediatately
close the circuit and activate the signal. The door latch shall be equipped
with an interfor handle which shall be capabie of quick release but shall
be protected against accidental release. It shall lift up to release the
lateh. The outside handle shall be so constructed as to ininimize hitching
and shail be a nondetachable device,

{e) If locks are instailed on the emergency door they shall include a
device to prevent the activating of the starter mechanism of the vehicle
engine while any door is locked, An audio alarm shall indicate to the
driver when any door lock is in the locked position while the ignition
switch is in the “on” position.

([} A rear emergency window at least 16 inches in height and as wide as
practicable shall be provided in any HSV where the emergency door is
not in the rear. The rear window shall be designed so as to be opened from
either the insideé or the outside, It shall be hinged at the top and designed
to prevent accidental closing in an emergency. A positive lateh on the
inside shall provide for quick release but offer protection against acciden-
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tal release. The outside handle shall be nondetachable and designed to
minimize hitqhing. :

1. The inside of each emergency window or door shall have the designa-
tion “Emergency Exit,” Concise operating instructions shalt be located
within 6 inches of the release mechanism. The outside of the emergency
door shall be clearly marked ‘“‘Emergency Door” or “Emergency Exit™
in letters 2 inches high at the top of the door. An arrow at least 6 inches
long and 3/4 inch in width indicating the direction the release mechanism
should be turned to open the door shall be painted in contrasting or con-
spicuous colors. The outside of the emergency window shall be labeled
“Emergency Exit” in letters at least 2 inches high directly above the
window.

2. A distinetive audible signal, automatically operated shall elearly in-
dicate to the driver the unlatching of any emergency window and no cut-
off switch shall be installed in the cireuit.

\

{g) The area on the inside above the emergency door shall be covered
with padding at least 2 inches high to within 2 inches of each side of the
door opening. : s :

(2) Each HSV of 106,000 pounds or less GVWR need not havea sﬁeciﬁc
emergency exit providing there are two separate openings where persons
could exit the vehicle under normal circumstances, .

{3) All doors shall be capable of being opened easily from the inside
and outside ineluding the rear door(s) of a van,. S

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No, 315, eff, 4-1-82,

Trans 301.17 Fleor and floor covering. Every HSV ..éhal'i have a nonslip
floor mat or covering wherever the driver or passengers normally place
their feet or utilize floor space to get to their seats.

 History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82,

Trans 301.18 Exhausi system. The exhaust system which includes the
exhaust manifolds, joining gaskets, piping leading from the exhaust
manifold, the muffler(s) and tail pipe(s) shall not enter the HSV at any
location. The exhaust system pipes shali be of nonflexible tubing, The
exhaust system pipes shall extend to, but not beyond the réar limit of the
bumper or to the body limits on the left side of the bus behind the
driver’s compartment, or may exit to the right side of the vehicle to the
rear of the rear wheel. The complete exhaust system shali be tightly con-
nected and free from leaks and shall be properly insulated from the elee-
trical wirings or any combustible part of the vehicle.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82.

Trans 301.19 Fire extinguisher, (1) Each HSV shall be equipped with a
fire extinguisher mounted in full view in the driver’s compartment or
mounted inside a compartment in the driver’s area if the compartment Is
in plain view and is labeled *Fire Extinguisher” to indicate its location.
An automobile or station wagon may have the fire extinguisher mounted
in the luggage area provided there is an indieation on the dash that the
fire extinguisher is so located.

{2) Fire extinguishers may be locked or kept in a locked compartment
provided it is not locked when passengers are being transported. This
subsection shall not apply to the cargo area of an automobile.
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(3) The fire extinguisher shall be at least a 10 BC rating.
(4} All extinguishers shall be kept fully charged and sealed.

(6) All extinguishers shall be in a bracket or receptacle to secure it to
the vehicle.

{6) COsextingnishers are prohibited from use in a HSV.
History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82,

Trans 301,20 First aid kit. (1) Every HSV shall carry a first aid kit. The
ci)ntamer shall be moisture and dust proof. It shall be secured in the vehi-
cle,

(2) The kit shall be a 10 unit kit or larger containing the following:

Adhesive bandage, 14iNch ...ciciiiininennmneneeen rerrereareeianes 2 packets
Bandage compress, 2-Inch..cumieiemmmenanieenn. .-2 packets
Bandage compress, 4-inch.......uenn ...d packets
Gauze compress, 24-inch x O 1 packet

Trlangular bandage, 40 mch ........... Crenreeenas rreetasssnerarnesenenrnens 1 packet

(8) All umts shall beina samtlzed package,
Hisgtory: Cr Register, March, 1982 ‘No. 315, off, 4-1.82,

"Crans 301.21 Fuel iank and fuel system integrily, (1) All fuel systems
and tanks shall be maintained free of leaks.

{2) All fuel_ lines shall be fastened in a manner that will prevent wear.
History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1.82.

- Trans 301.22 Heaters. (1) An inside temperature of not less than 50°
fahrenheit at average minimum January temperatures as established by
the U.S, department of commerce, weather bureau, for the area in which
the vehicle is to be operated shall be maintained throughout the HSV,

(2) T_he heater hose shall be adequately supported to guard against
excessive wear or abrasion and shall not interfere with or restrict the
driver, Heater hose or lines inside the driver or passenger compartment
shall be shielded to prevent accidental contact by driver or passengers.

History Cr, Register, March, 1982 No. 315, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301.23 Inslruments and gauges. (1) The HSV shall be eqmpped
with the following illuminated instruments to indicate malfunctions or
gauges to indicate a measure or capacity.

(a) Air pressure of vacuum, where air or vacuum brakes are used with
low energy supply warning system.

(b) Ammete}‘, voltmeter or electrical capacity._
{c} Fuel.
(d) Oil pressure.

(e) Water temperature.
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{2) The gauges or instruments shall be mounted in such a manner that
each is clearly visible to the seated driver.

Llistory: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No, 315, cff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.24 Interior, (1) The mténor of a HSV shall be free of all un-
necessary projections likely to eause injury, This standard requires inner
lining on ceilings and walls. :

(2) Rearward metal panels shall be lapped over forward pauds to re-
duce likelihood of injury in the event of separation. Exposed edges of all
interior panels shall be beaded, hemmed or flanged.

{8) No projections from the ceiling will be allowed i in the entrance way
or aisle, All speakers must be flush mounted except in the driver’s com-
partment, This requirement is applicable to any HSV put into service
after January 1, 1982,

(4} The interior of the HSV shall be kept free of htter or debrls
History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82,

Trans 301.25 Lights, lamps, and reflectors. (1) The hghts, lamps, and
reflectors required for a HSV shall be those required by ch, 347, Stats.

(2} AH lights and lamps shall be operational and the reflectors shall not
be damaged or broken.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301.26 Mirrors. (1) Every HSV with a GVWR of more than
10,000 pounds shal} have an interior rearview mirror at least 6 x 30 inches
overai! There shall also be 2 exterior clear view outside rearview mirrors,
one to the left and one to the right of the driver. Area of each mirror shail
be not less than 50 square inches overall, Each mirror shall be firmly
supported and adjustable to-give driver clear views past left rear and
right rear of vehicle. The rlght outside mirror mounts shall include a side
angle adjustable convex mirror to provide an additional close-in field of
vision located so as not to reduce the visual field of the flat surfaced mir-
ror below 50 square inches, or as an option, have a front mounted mirror;
these shall provide a view from the service door rearward.

(2) Each HSV with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less shall have:
(a) One interior rearview mirror,

(b) Two outside rearview mirrors. One shall be on the rlght sxde and
one on the left side of the vehicle. '

(8) Every HSV except an automobile or station wagon transporting
minors shall be equipped with a 7 inch cross-view mirror providing a re-
flection of the road from the front bumner to a point where dlrect obser-
vation is possible,

(4) Mirrors which are eracked, broken, or clouded shall be replaced.
History: Cr, Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82,
I'rans 301.27 Openings, (1) Every HSV shall have all openings between

the engine and passenger compartments adequately sealed to prevent en-
gine fumes from entering the passenger compartment, Every HSV shall
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have doors whirh have a weathershield (weatherstrip) to prevent drafis,
or inclement weather from entering the vehicle.

{2) Every HSV shall be free of rust or rusted areas which could permit
the entrance of foreign substance into the int_erior of the vehicle,

History: Cr, Register, March, 1982, No, 315, efi, 4-1-82,

Trans 301,28 Rub rails. (1) Every HSV with a GVWR of more than
16,000 pounds shall comply with the following requirements:

" (a)There shall be one rub rail located approximately at seat level
wh:ch shall extend from the rear side of the service door to the rear of the
vehicle and one rub rail located on the left side from the front to the rear,

(bYThere shall be one rub rail located between the floor line and 9
inches ahove the floor line, Tt shall extend over the same longitudinal
distance as the upper rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing,
and which may t_erminate,at_the radii of the right and left rear corners.

{¢) Rub rails shall be constructed of 16 gauge longitudinally corru-
gated or ribbed steel of at least 4 inch width. Each rub rail flange shall be
at(tlached at each body post Pressed -in or snap-on rails are not permit-
te .

{2) Human services vehlcle with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less are
not reguired to have rub rails.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No, 315, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301.29 Seating. (1) All seats shall be forward facmg and securely
fastened to that part or parts of the body which support them. A passen-
ger seat cushion retention system shall be employed to prevent passenger
seat cushions from disengaging from seat frames in event of accident, .

- {2) The top corners and at least 10 inches of the top of the back surface
of the seat backs shall be padded sufficiently to reduce the likelthood of
injury. Hand holds may be incorporated on the aisle side of a seat back,
These holds are exempt from the padding requirement. .

(3) Fold down, fold up or reclining seats will not be approved for use in
a HSV except in a station wagon or suburban type vehicle. Rear or center
facing seats in a station wagon are not permitted.

(4) All passengers aboard a HSV shall be seated in a permanently
mounted seat. The department will interpret the removable seat in a van
as being a permanently mounted seat. This subsection does not apply to
DEersons transported in & wheelehair or some other device which would
make this provision impractical,

_nglqry. Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 316, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301.30 Service door. {1) The service door shall be the door(s) usu-
ally used by the majority of the passengers for entering and leaving the
HSV, In a vehicle commonly referred to as a van, this may be either the
right front door or the door(s) located near the center of the vehicle on
the right side. The van door may be either on a sliding glideway or may
open outward, .

(2) Service door shall be located on right side of vehicle.

(8) Service door shail be so designed as to prevent accidental opemng
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(4} In a vehicle of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, the lower as well
as upper panels shall be of safety glass.

(a) The bottom of the lower glass panel shall not be more than 35
inches from the ground when vehicle is unloaded,

(b) The upper glass shall be hermetically sealed, This paragraph shall
apply to any HSV manufaetured after January 1, 1982.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, ¢if. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.31 Steering. All components and linkages for the steering
system shall be properly maintained,

1lislory: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.32 Steps, (1) The first step at the service door shall be not
more than 16 inches from the ground. The use of a portable step shall not
be considered in meeting this requirement.

(2) The riser of the upper step at the service door shall be not more
than 15 inches.

{3)'A grab handle not Iess than 10 inches in length shall be provided in
an unobstrueted location mmde deorway to asmst a person entering or
leaving a HSV,

(4) The surface of the steps shall be of nonskid material or construc-
tion.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 316, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301,33 Suspension sysiem. (1) All suspension system components
shall be maintained to meet manufacturer's ratings.

(2) Every HSV shall be equipped with front and rear shock absorbers
compatible with manufacturer’s rated axle capacity.

{(3) The shock absorbers shall be free of leaks and all mountlngs shall
be properly maintained, -

(4) A vehicle may not be operated with any broken spring leafs or
worn, loose, mislocated shackles or “U*’ holts. .

History: Cr, Reglster, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301.34 Tires. (1) The front and rear tires shall have tread depth of
at least 2/32 inch around the entire periphery measured at 2 points no
less than 15 inches apart in any major tread groove. Vehicles with a
GVWR of more than 10,000 pounds shall have front tires with a mini-
mum of 4/32 inch tread depth and rear tires with a minimum of 2/32 mch
tread depth,

{2) A H3V shall not be operated with regrooved recapped or retreaded
tires on the front wheels.

(3} A HSV shall not be operated with cuts or echunks missing exposing
the cord, recaps peeled loose or off, or showing an indication of ply sepa-
ration,

(4) Tires of different size or ply ratmg may be used except that all tires
on an axle must be the same size and ply rating.
History: Cr, Register, March, 1982, No, 315, eff, 4-1.82,
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Trans 301.35 Windows. (1) In this section;

(a) “ANS Z26.1” means the standards for glazing in land vehicles
adopted by the American national standards institute, 1430 Broadway,
New York, New York 10018, under its designation Z26.1-1966, including
supplement 726.12-1969, These standards are on file in the ofﬁces of the
department of transportation, the secretary of state, and the revisor of
statutes and may also be obtained from the American national standards
institute at the address given above,

” {b) “AS1” to “AS811"” have the same meamng as in section 6 of ANS
26.1.

{c) “A812” means a safety plastic material that:
1. Complies with tests 10, 13, 16, 17, 21 and 24 of ANS 226.1;

2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the exception of
the test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol; and

3. In new vehicles or replacement glazing, has affixed a manufacturer’s
label specifying instructions and agents for cleaning the material that
will minirize the loss of transparency.

{d) “AS13” means a safety plastic material that:
1, Complies with tests 16, 22, and either 23 or 24 of ANS 726.1;

2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the exception of
the test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol; and

3. In new vehicles or replacement glazing, has affixed a manufacturer’s
label speclfymg instructions and agents for cleamng the materzal that
will minimize the loss of transparency.

(2) The glazing in windows to the right and left of driver shall be iden-
tified by the designation ASI or ASZ, The rearmost windows (in the rear)
shall be designated ASI or AS2 except that the lower glazed portion of
the emergency door may be designated AS8. Any other side push-out or
kick-out windows may be identified with glazing designated as AS1, AS2,
AS3, AS4, AS5, AS12 or AS13. Side windows not easily removable shall
be identified as AS1, AS2 or AS3. Replacement glazing shall comply with
these requirements,

{3) All windows shall operate freely.
(4) On vehicles of more than 10.00_0 pounds GVWR;

(a) The window immediately to the rear of the service door shall be
hermetically sealed glass with an insulating air space. When a lift or
ramp is installed immediately to the rear of the service door, the hermeti-
cally sealed window shall be located to the immediate rear of such open-
ing. If there is a window forward of the service door, this window shall
also be hermetically sealed. This paragraph shall appiy to any HSV put
into operation after January 1, 1982,

{(b) A HSV may be equipped with a push-out type window for emer-
gency exit, These shall be hinged at the top, These windows shall be iden-
tified as an emergency exit with concise operating instructions located
within 6 inches of the release mechanisin or other location to adeguately
inform a passenger of the presence of the emergency exit.
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(c) A distinctive audible signal, automatically operated shall clearly
indicate to the driver the unlatching of an emergency window when the
ignition is in the “ON" position. No cutoff shall be installed in the cir-
cuit.

{listory: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82.

Trans 301.36 Windshield. The glass in the windshield shall be Jami-
nated safety glass identified by the designation AS]. This mark shall be
visible and legible. The glass shall he of such quality as to prevent distor-
tion of view in any direction.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82.

Trans 301.37 Windshicld washer. (1) Every HSV shall be equipped
with a windshield washer system that will provide fluid for the wipers to
effectively clean the windshield.

(2) The washer system shall be maintained and operational.
History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.38 Windshicld wipers. Every HSV shall be equipped with 2
windshield wipers (mechamsm, arms, blades). The system shall have at
least 2 speeds. :

History: Or, Register, March, 1982, No, 315, off. 4—1—82

' SUBCHAPTER III :
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

Trans 301.60 General requirements, (1} Vehicles for transporting hand—
icapped persons shall comply with current Wisconsin statutes and rules
except for modifications necessary for the installation of special equip-
ment, Such modifications or. exceptlons are set forth 1n thls sectlon
through Trans 301.66 e .

(2) Any HSV used for transportmg handicapped persons in wheel-
chairs shall be equipped with a side ramp or a lift located on the right side
of the body. The side ramp or lift may not be attached to the exterior of
the body, but shall be completely contained and securely fastened within
the perimeter of the vehicle body when not in operation. A ramp or a lift
utilizing a H8V rear deor may not be used to load or discharge any per-
son on a highway as defined by s. 340.01 (22), Stats, Unless otherwise
prohibited, however, a ramp or a lift utilizing a HSV rear door may be
used to load or discharge a person in an area other than a highway as
defined by s. 340.01 (22), Stats. If a HSV equipped with a ramp or a lift
using the HSV rear door is used to load or discharge persons only in areas
other than a highway as defined by s, 340.01 (22), Stats., and is never
used to load or discharge persons on the highway or where othermse pro-
hibited, the HSV need not be equlpped with a side ramp or lift located on
the rlght side of the body.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, ¢ff. 4-1-82; emerg. am, (2), off, 6-29-83; am., (2},
Register, December, 1983, No 336, elI 1-1-84

Trans 301.61 Special service opening. (I) There shall be an enclosed
door opening located on the right side of the HSV and far enough to the
rear so that any forward mounted door when fully opened will not ob-
struct or interfere with the normal operation of the regular service door.
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{2) A device shall be provided to hold doorsina wrde open position of
at least 90 °,

{3) Door mater ials and structural strength shall be equivalent to con-
ventional service and emergency doors.

{4) Each door shall havea glass wmdow meetmg the requirements of s.
Trans 301.35. :

{5) The door shali be equlpped with a device that w1]l actuate an audi-
ble or visual signal located in the driver’s compartment when door is not
securely closed and latched and may deactivate when door is fully
opened. This subsection shall be applicable to veh lcles manufactured af-
ter January 1, 1982,

(6} Door panel(s) shall enclose the complete opening in the body made
necessary by the installation of a side ramp or power lift.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff, 4-1-82,

Trans 301.62 Power lift. (1} The lifting mechamsm shall have a mini-
mum capacity of 700 pounds. :

(2) All power lift mechanism{s) shall be enclosed,
(3) Power lift may be mounted to chassis frame.

(4) Lift platform edges shall be designed to prevent wheelchairs or at-
tendant’s feet from becoming entangled during raising and lowering pro-
cess,

(5) Platform floor surfaee shall be of .nonskid.material.

{6) Platform shall lock mechanieally when in the stored position. A
power lift designed to remain in a rigid position with the power off is
exempt from having a mechanical lock, The intent of this paragraph isto
prevent a lift from having any movement while the vehiele is in motion.

{7) Up and down limits shall be controiled by limit switch or by-pass
valve. A lift with gravity lowering capabilities is exempt from having a
by—pass valve.

(8) Posﬂ:lomng power l}ift shall be controlled by sw1tches which give
the operator instant and posmve control to move, stop, Or reverse the hft
travel at will,

(9) With the exception of floor molding, no metal screws are to be used
in fabrication of platform assembly.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82,

Trans 301.63 Ramps. A floor ramp shall be covered with nonskid mate-

rial. A ramp when in the stored position shall be locked by a mechanical
device to prevent its movement while the vehche is in motion.

Histery: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No, 315, eff, 4-1.82.

Trans 301,64 Stanchions and barricrs, (1) Barriers shall be furnished to
provide a restraint for passengers. If the vehicle is a van and has only
seats with nio area for wheelchairs, it is exempt from having barriers. The
most forward seat behind an open area for wheelehair use and the most
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forward seat behind a power lift or ramp shall be protected by a bamer
Barriers and stanchions shall be padded:

(2) All inside and rear facmg surfaces except the piatform sur[ace of a
h[t shall be padded.

llﬁtur; Or. Reglstcr, March, 1982, No 315 off, 4-1-82,

Trans 301.65 Wheelchair fasiencrs. (1) Each whee!chalr shail be se-
cured to the vehicle before the vehicle moves from the parked position
with a fastening device with sufficient strength to: .

(a) Retain the chair in the event the vehicle overturns.
(b) Prevent the chair from moving.

{¢) Prevent the chair’s wheels from leavmg the ﬂoor in the event of a
sudden stop or start.

(2) The device may be elther a metal Iockmg umt that secures the ‘
wheelchair to the wall or floor or a webbmg belt system that accom-
phshes the same purpose.

(3) There shall be no wheelchair attachment to any door

(4} If a webbing belt system is used it shall be secured to the vehicle at
not less than 2 points with bolts, nuts, and lock washers or self-locking
nuts, or with a positive latchmg mechanism of matching interlocking
units which permits the belt portion to be removed and stored. The web-
bmg system shall be free of any tears or damage to the lockmg mecha-
nism. : .

{58} A webbing belt used to secure the wheelchair to the body t‘rame
shall not be used {o secure the passenger to the wheelchalr R

HIS(OU Cr. Regtster, March, 1982, No. 315 eff. 4- 1-82

Trans 301.66 Seats and restraints. (1) Seat frames may be eqmpped
with a device to which belts or restraining harnesses may be attached,

(2) Every occupant shall he secured to the wheelchair while being
transported,

(3) Vehicles designed to transport wheelchairs may have aisle facing
seats over the wheel housing provided they are equipped with a device to
prevent a passenger from sliding off either end. A seat belt will not in
itself meet this requirement. The seat shall be permanently mounted and
shall not fold up or down,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 815, eff. 4-1-82,

SUBCHAPTER IV
INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT STANDARDS

Trans 301.95 General requirements, (1) Any item if covered by a stan-
dard in this rule shall upon replacement be replaced with an item meet-
ing the original standard. Any modification of a HSV shall he made to
conform to federal and state regulations at the time of modificaion.

{2) A panel truck shall not be used as a HSV. A station wagon having a
wood body shall not be used as a HSV.

Register, August, 1984, No. 344




414 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Trans 301

(3) The enforcement policy of the department of transportation shall
take into consideration the age, condition, and equipment of vehicles
before granting approval for their continued use, The department of
transportaion shall prohibit the use of any vehicle as a HSV which is
deemed to be unsafe or unfit for such serviee, In construing and enforcing
the provisions of this chapter, the act, omission or failure of any officer,
agent, service or other person acting for or employed by the registered
owner or the lessee of the ve]ucle, whoever has control, done within the
scope of his employment is deemed to be the act, omission or failure of
such registered owner or lessee, except that this sentence shall not apply
to violations of ch. 346, Stats.

(4) Tt is the responmblhty of the owner or operator te have the HSV
inspected annually, After notification by the owner or operator that ve-
hicles are to be inspected, the department shall attempt to inspect the

-vehicle(s}, contingent on other duties, at the earliest time available, Dur-
ing subsequent inspection periods the department will attempt to per-
form the inspections without notification; however, the responsnbxllty re-
-mams with the owner to have the HSV inspected,’

(5) Any person wolatmg s. Trans 301. 05(9) sha]l be prosecuted as set
forth in s, 346.97(4)(h), Stats. Vialations of any other provision of this
rule shall be prosecuted as set forth under s. 346.97(3)(e), Stats. -

(8} Thhis rule applies to all HSVs except vehicles owned by volunteers,
Human services vehicles formerly in compliance as school buses may
continue. to meet those requirements, or may converf to meet the re-
quirements of this rule, In the event that the vehicle is converted from a
school bus, all .ident_iﬁcation requirements of a school bus must be re-
moved. Upon conversion, the owner must repaint a vehicle meeting the
yellow-black color scheme to some other color by January 1, 1987, The
stop arm; school bus sign and alternating flashing red lights must be re-
moved 1mmedrately upon conversion, Human services vehicles put:into
service in Wisconsin after the effective date of this rule shall comply with
the requirements in effect at the time they are lnspected asa HSV

: Hlstoty Cr Reglster, March, 1982 No. 315, elf 4-1-82,°
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