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NOMINATIONS AND PRIMARIES 

El Bd 2.05 Treatment and sufficiency of El Bd 2.07 Challenges to nomination pa-
nomination papers pers 

El Bd 2.05 Treatment and sufficiency of nomination papers. (1) Each can
didate for public office has the responsibility to assure that his or her 
nomination papers are prepared, circulated, signed, and filed in compli
ance with statutory requirements. 

(2) The state elections board or the appropriate filing officer shall re
view an nomination papers filed with it, up to the maximum number re
quired, to determine the facial sufficiency of the papers filed. 

(3) Any information which appears on a nomination paper is entitled 
to a presumption of validity. 

(4) Where any required item of information on a nomination paper is 
incomplete, the filing officer will accept the information as complete if 
there has been substantial compliance with the law. 

(5) In order to be timely filed, all nomination papers shall be in the 
physical custody of the appropriate filing officer by the statutory dead
line. 

(6) Nomination papers shall contain at least the minimum required 
number of signatures from the circuit, county, or district which the can
didate seeks to represent. 

(7) An elector shall sign his or her own name unless unable to do so 
because of physical disability. 

(8) Only one signature per person for the same office is valid. Where an 
elector is entitled to vote for more than one candidate for the same office, 
a person may sign the nomination papers of as many candidates for the 
same office as the person entitled to vote for at the election. 

(9) The signature of a married woman shall be counted if she uses her 
husband's first name instead of her own. A person may not sign for his or 
her spouse. 

(10) The municipality of residence, including post office address and 
the date of signing, shall be listed for each signature on a nomination 
paper. 

(11) The signature shall not be counted if the address of the signer is 
missing or incomplete, unless residency can be determined by the infor
mation provided on the nomination paper. 

( 12) A signature shall not be counted if the date of the signature is 
missing, unless the date can be determined by reference to the dates of 
other signatures on the paper or the date of the notarization on the affida
vit of circulator. 

(13) A signature shall be counted if similar residential information or 
,dates for different electors are indicated by ditto marks. 
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(14) No signat~e on a nomination paper shall be counted unless the 
elector who circulated the nomination paper completes and signs the affi
davit of circulator under oath. 

(15) No signature on a nomination paper shall be counted unless the 
official administering the oath to the circulator signs the affidavit. The 
title of the person administering the oath along with the expiration date, 
if any, of the commission should be listed on the affidavit. The official seal 
of the person administering the oath is not required on the ·nomination 
paper. 

(16) The filing officer may accept nomination papers which contain bi
ographical data or campaign advertising if the papers are of reasonable 
size and contain the proper attribution statement as specified ins. 11.30 
(2), Stats. 

(17) These standards shall apply to all nomination papers which are 
filed pursuant toss. 8.10, 8.15, 8.17, 8.20, 8.50, 120.06, and 120.43, Stats. 

History: Emerg. er. 8-9-74; er. Register, November, 1974, No. 227, eff. 12-1-74; emerg. r, 
and recr. eff.12-16-81; emerg. r. and recr. eff. 6-1-84; er, Register, November, 1984-, No. 347, 
eff. 12-1-84. 

El Bd 2.07 Challenges to nomination papers. (1) The state elections 
board shall review any verified complaint concerning the sufficiency of 
nomination papers that is filed with the board under ss. 5.05 (3), and 
5.06, Stats. 

(2) Any challenge to the sufficiency of a nomination paper shall be filed 
within 3 business days after the filing deadline for the challenged nomi, 
nation papers. 

(3) The burden is on the challenger to establish any insufficiency. If the 
information On the nomination paper appears insufficient. the burden is 
on the candidate to establish its sufficiency. 

(4) The board shall examine any evidence offered by the parties when 
reviewing the complaint. 

( 5) Where it is alleged that the signer or circulator of a nomination 
paper does not reside in the district in which the candidate being nomi
nated seeks office, or the county stated on the nomination paper, the 
board may attempt to ascertain the geographical location of an address 
indicated on a nomination paper by reviewing district maps. or consult
ing with the postmaster or other public officials as the board deems ap
propriate. 

(6) Where a challenged petition does not contain an indication that a 
notary commission expires at a time certain. or is of a permanent nature, 
the staff of the state elections board shall contact the secretary of state to 
determine the val_idity of the notary commission. 

History: Emerg. er. 8-9-74; er. Register, November, 1974, No. 227, eff. 12-1-74; emerg. r. 
and recr. eff. 12-16-81; emerg. r. and recr. eff. 6-1-84; er. Register, November, 1984, No. 347, 
eff. 12-1-84. 
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