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Chapter NR 20 

FISHING; INLAND WATERS; OUTLYING WATERS 
NR 20.01 Clooed sea80na {p. 225) NR 20.10 Minnow nets, traps, and seines 
NR 20.015 Delinitiolll! (P.· 225~ ~ 248Ja NR 20.02 Waters classified; ook and line NR 20.11 hite h and cisco in inland 

fishing in outlying waters (p. waters (p. 249) 
226) NR 20.12 Set lines and sot or bank poles in 

NR 20.03 Season tables; open and closed inland watel'l! (p. 250) 
aeaaons, size and bag limits and NR 20.13 Fish shanties, shelters, ice fish-
measurements (p. ~ ing hours and ice fishing in all 

NR 20.04 Open seasons in spec· ed waters state waters {p. 252) 
(p. 234) . NR 20.14 Department permitted to take 

NR 20.06 Prohibited fishing under partic- fish (p. 252· ~ 
ular conditions ~· 241) NR 20.15 Control or etrimental fish (p. 

NR 20.07 Prohibited met ods of fishing 252-2) 
~· 244) NR 20.17 Report of licensed guides (p. 

NR 20.09 ip nets and seines in inland 252-3) 
and outlying waters (p. 246) 

(Sections 29.085 and 29.174, Stats.) 

NR 20.01 Closed seasons. There shall be and are provided and estab
lished the following open and closed seasons, bag limits, size limits, pos
session Limits and other regulations for the several varieties and species 
of fish, crayfish, and frogs in the waters within the state of Wisconsin. A 
closed season is established for each variety of fish, crayfish and frogs 
named in this chapter extending during all the time of the year except the 
open season period embraced within the specified dates, both inclusive, 
and except as otherwise expressly provided no person shall take, catch or 
kill fish of any variety in excess of the daily bag limit and no person shall 
take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish by any means other than hook or 
line, nor at any time other than the open season therefor, nor have in his 
possession or under his control any fish, crayfish, or frogs in excess of the 
possession limit, or below the minimum size therefor during the open sea
son. 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, elf.1-1-68; renum. from WCD 20.01 
to be NR 20.01, Register, November, 1970, No. 179, elf. 1-1-71; reprinted to correct error, 
Register, April, 1984, No. 340. 

NR 20.015 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, the following 
terms are defined as follows: 

(1) "Artificial fly" means a single hook dressed with fur, feathers, hair, 
silk, tinsel, thread or similar material to imitate the natural food of trout. 

(2) "Artificial lure" means a bait designed to attract fish which does 
not include any natural bait. 

(3) Fisher means any person engaged in fishing. 

( 4) Fishing includes taking, capturing or killing fish or fishing for fish of 
any variety at any time in the waters of the state. 

( 4g) "Setline" means a line with one or more hooks fastened to it and 
designed to be set or left unattended in the water for the purpose of tak
ing fish. 

(4t) "Set or bank pole" means a pole equipped with line with one or 
more hooks fastened to it, designed to be used for fishing from the banks 
of lakes or rivers and set or left unattended. 
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(5) "Telemetry device" means any device attached or implanted in 
fish that transmits a sonic or electronic signal to aid in fishing. 

History: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, ell . 1-1-77; rcnum. (1) and (2) to be (3) and 
( 4), llt. ( ~ ) and (2)1 Register, Deee~bcr, J.982, N,o. 82•1, ell'. -l-83j reprinted to correct err~r in 
(2), Reg:iater, April, 1984., No. 340, er. (6), Reg111ter, December, .!98~. No. 348, eff.1-1-85, er. 
(4g) and (•n) Register, March, 1986, No. 863, el?. 4-1-86. . 

NR 20.02 Waters classified; hook and line fishing in outlying waters. (1) 
For the purpose of regulating hook and line fishing in the outlying wa
ters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession limits, number of 
hooks and lines and ice fishing regulations shall be the same as those pre
scribed for the inland waters of the county in which such outlying waters 
are located, except as otherwise specifically provided in the following ta
ble: 

Species 

(a) WALLEYE AND SAUGER 
(Baft limit means total 
of a 1) 

(b) NORTHERN PIKE 

(c) YELLOW PERCH 

(d) 1. TROUT AND SALMON 
EXCEPT LAKE TROUT 

2. LAKE TROUT 
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Area Open season 

Lake Michigan At all times 
and Green Bay 

Lake Superior At all times 

Lake Michigan At all times 
and Green Bay 
Lake Superior At all times 

Green Bay Continuous 
Lake Michigan Continuous 
Lake Superior Continuous 

a. Lake Michi- All year 
gan and Green 
Bay 

b. Lake Superior All year 

a. Lake Michi
gan, except as 
provided in sub
par. b., and 
Green Bay 
b. Lake Michi
gan, within the 
following area: 
from the end of 
the south pier at 
the entrance of 
the Sturgeon 
Bay ship canal 
on a course of 
136' for 17 .5 
nautical miles, 
then west for 
16.8 nautical 
miles to the end 
of the Algoma 
north pier, then 
along the north 
side of that pier 
to the shore of 
Lake Michigan, 
then north along 
the shore to the 

Mayl 
through 
Labor Day 

No open 
season 

Daily bag Minimum 
limit length (in.) 

3 No size limit 

5 No size limit 

5 No size limit 

5 No size limit 

50 No size limit 
50 No size limit 
50 No size limit 

5in total 10 

10 in total of 
whichonly5 
maybe trout 

10 

2 10 
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Daily bag Minimum 
Species Area Open season limit length (in.) 

base of the south 
pier at the en-
trance of the 
Sturgeon Bay 
ship canal, then 
along the south 
side or that pier 
to its end 

3. LAKE TROUT Lake Superior December 1 6 in aggregate 10 
to September with trout 
30 

( e) LARGEMOUTH AND 
Lake Michigan First 6 of each SMALLMOUTH BASS No size limit 
and Green Bay Saturday in 
(excluding May to 
waters within March 1 
~-mile of Wash-

. lngton , Detro.it, 
Plum, Pilot, H og 
and Rock 
Islands) 
Town of Wash- July 1 to 6 of each No size limit 
ington Island March 1 
Lake Superior Second 5 of each No size limit 

Saturday in 
May to 
March 1 

(f) LAKE STURGEON Lake Superior Continuous 1 per yr 40 

(g) Herring of any size with no bag limit may be taken by hook and 
line at all times in the outlying waters. 

(h) All species of fish of lawful size may be taken from the outlying 
waters including Chequamegon Bay by trolling irom a motor driven 
boat or sailboat during the open season therefor. It shall be unlawful to 
spear any species or variety of fish in the outlying and reserve waters at 
any time, except that rough fish may be speared from sunrise to sunset in 
all outlying waters and may be taken with the use of spear guns by the 
method commonly known as skin diving by divers under the water in 
Lake Michigan. Northern pike may be speared through the ice in Lake 
Superior. 

(2) As used in sub. (1), Green Bay shall mean Green bay, Sturgeon 
bay, Sawyer's harbor and the Fox river from its mouth up to the dam at 
DePere. 

Histor1: 1-2-56; am. (1) (a) Register, Docember, L956, No. 12 .• elf. 1-1-57; am. (1) and (1) 
(a), Regi.~tur1 December,1957, No. 2<1, elf. 1-1-58; am. (1) (a) and (d); renum. (1), (e), (C) and 
(g) to be (1) 10 (g) and (h); er. (1) (o), Register, October, 1958. No. 84, elf. 1-1-59; r. and recr. 
Register, Decembnr,1 1959, No. 4.8, ell. l · l-60; am. (1), (g) and (j) , Register, June, 1984, No. 
342 elf. l-1..bl; r. nna recr. Register, December, 19(n, No. 72, elf. 1-1-02; am. (1) (d) and (1 ) 
(i), Register, JunQ, ~962, No. 78! elf. 7-1-62; am. {1) (d). ~ter, July, 1962, No. 79, cir. 8-1-
62; am. ( L) (g)i Regt$ler,Decc.m m. 96, elI.1-1-64; am. (1) (intro. par.), (b) and (g), Register, 
December, 1964, No. 108, elf. J-1-65; am. mtro. par .. Register. November, 1965, No. 119, ell. 
1-1-66; r. and rccr. (1 ) (d), (t), and (g), Register, December, 1006, No.132, elI. 1-1-67; am. (1) 
(d ) and (g), Register, D~mber, 1967, No. 144. efl'.10-1-68; r. and recr. (1) (e); r. (f); renum. 
(g) and (11) lo be(£) and (g)i ronum. (i ) to be (h) and am., Register, December, 1968, No. lli6, 
elL l-L-69; r. and recr. ( I) (a ) and r. (1) (f), Re~ter, March, l 969, No. 159, elf. 4-1-69; renum. 
from W D 20.02 to be NR20.02, and am. ( I) (e)/rRegi.ster, Novembct, 1970, No. 1'19,elr.1-1-
71; er. (1) (r) , Register, AugllJlt, 1971. No.188, e . 1-1-72; emerg. r. and recr. (1) (d) ell. 9-23-
72: am. (I) (e), Register, Noverobe.r, 1972, No. 203, ell . 1-1-73; emerg. r. and recr. (1) (d) eir. 
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11-16-72; am. ll) (d), Register, May 1973, No. 209, eff. 6-1-73, am. (1 ) (d ) 1 and (c;),.Register, 
November, 1975, No. 239, elI. lZ.1-76; am. (l ) (e), Registcr,Dccem1Jer11978, No. 276, elf. 1-
1-79; am. (1 ) (cl, Register, August, 1979, No. 284, err. 9-1-79; am. (I ) 1dl, RegisLer, Decem
ber, 198(), No. 300, elf. 1-1-81; r. and recr. (l ) (c), Register, December, 1981.,.No. 312, off. 1-1-
82; <;Ull· (1) (aJ, Register, Octob r, 1982. ~o. 822, efL 11-1-82~ r. nnd r !er. O ) (c), Register, 
April, 1983, No. 328, el!. 6-1-83; er. (2), Register, December, 19!!3, N"o. 336, ell'.. J-1...S4; am. (l ) 
(c), Roglllter, December, 1984, NCJ. 348, Qtr.1-1-86; emerg. am. (l) (d) 3., elf. 4-22-86; r. and 
recr. ( I) (d) Land 2., Register, May, 1986, No. 365, ell". 6-1-86. . 

NR 20.03 S son tables; open and closed seasons, size and bag limits and 
measurements. (1) 'fhe open seasons specified in the following table ap
ply to fishing in open waters and fishing through the ice, except that the 
department shall close the season for fishing through the ice in any inland 
waters when it finds after scientific investigation and study that contin
ued fishing through the ice in specified waters would result in a depletion 
of the supply of game fish and that a closed season is necessary to con
serve the fish supply and insure the citizens of this state continued oppor
tunities for good fishing. The closed seasons shall be put into effect by 
posting a notice on or in the vicinity of the shore oi the waters affected. 
Posting is deemed byi;he department to be the most feasible way of noti
fying the public that a closed season is in effect. The closed seasons shall 
remain in full force and effect so long as the waters ar covered with ice 
and so long as posting is continued. The department may also, following 
S<;ientific investigation and study. establish bag limits and size limits on 
the individual inland waters when it finds that the taking of fish will aid 
in management of the fishery and insure the citizens of this state addi
tional opportunities for good fishing. Such special regulations shall be
come effective only after public informational meetings are held. The de
partment may also establish an urban fishing program by posting the 
open and closed seasons on specified waters. For open seasons in specified 
waters sees. NR 20.04. The possession limit for each species of fish shall 
be double the daily bag limit specified in this chapter except that no per
son may have in possession or under control more than the daily bag 
limit while on the foe or waters or while fishing in the state of Wisconsin. 
The measurement of all fish taken shall be in a straight line from the tip 
of the snout to the utmost end of the tail fin fully extended. 

Minimum 
Open season (both Daily bag len~h 

Kind of fish and locality dates inclusive) limit (inc es) 

(a) LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS 
1.a. Park lake and Silver lake, Columbia First Saturday in 5 14 
county; Forest lake, Fond du Lac county; 
Beckman lake and Zanders lake, Green 

May to March 1 

county; Blue Spring lake, Jefferson county; 
and Little Elkhart lake, Sheboygan county 
(largemouth bass) 
b. Browns lake, Racine county and Pretty First Saturday in 5 16 
lake, Waukesha county (largemouth bass) May to March 1 
c. Kimball lake, Mueller lake and Sawyer First Saturday in 5 No minimum 
la]{c, Langlade coun~; Rockl<Lnd lake, 
Racine county; and culnh Lake, Wal-

May to March 1 length, except 
the possession 

worth county (largrunouLh bass) of fish between 
12 and 16 
inches is 
prohibited. 

2. Clear lake (sec. 16, T39N, R7E) Oneida First Saturday in 5 12 
county (smallmouth bass) May to March 1 
3. Nebish lake (sec. 11, T41N, R7E) Vilas Continuoiis None 10 
county (smallmouth bass) 
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Minimum 
Open season (both Daily bag length 

dates inclusive) limit (inches) Kind of fish and locality 

4. Blake and Loveless lakes, Polk county First Saturday in 
and Wabasso lake, Vilas county May to March 1 
(largemouth bass) 

5. Spruce lake, Vilas county (largemouth Continuous 
bass) (see also s. NR 20.04 (4) (a) 2. and 5. 

5 

2 

No minimum 
length except 
the possession 
of fish between 

12 and 15 
inches is 

prohibited. 
12 

6. Little Bass Lake, Oneida county (small- First Saturday in 5 of each 12 
mouth bass) and Wildwood lake, Vilas May to November 
county (largemouth bass). See also s. NR 15 
20.04 (8) (d) 
7. Round lake (sec. 25, T20N, RllE), No open season 
Waushara county (largemouth bass) 
8. In all other waters First Saturday in 5 of each No size limit 

( C) WALLEYE AND SAUGER 
1. Pine Jake, Iron county 

2. In all waters of Barron, Burnett, Polk 
and Sawyer counties 
3. Round lake (sec. 25, T20N, RllE), 
Waushara county 
4. In all other waters (See also s. NR 20.04) 

(d) NORTHERN PIKE (See also NR 20.04) 

May to March 1 

First Saturday in 
May to March 1 

First Saturday in 
May to March 1 
No open season 

First Saturday in 
May to March 1 

1. In all waters of Kenosha, Milwaukee, First Saturday in 
Racine and Walworth counties May to March 1 
2. Mason lake, Adams county First Saturday in 

May to March 1 
3. Shawano lake in Shawano county and No closed season 
all waters in Menominee county 

10 in ag- No minimum 
gregate of length except 
which no the po&'!eSSion 
more than of fish between 
5 may ex- 14 inches and 
ceed 18 18 inches is 
inches prohibited 
5 in 13 
aggregate 

5 in No size limit 
aggregate 

2 No size limit 

5 22 

25 No size limit 
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governing fish and fishing as set forth in this chapter shall remain in full 
force and effect: 

8. Calumet county-Winnebago 
13. Dane county-Koshkonong 
14. Dodge county-Beaver Dam, Lost and Sinnissippi 
17. Dunn county-Dunville bottoms 
20. Fond du Lac county-Mullet and Winnebago 
24. Green Lake county-Big Green, Maria and Puckaway 
28. Jefferson county-Bean, Goose, Hahns, Koshkonong, Red Cedar 

and Mud (at Koshkonong) 
39. Marquette county-Buffalo 
50. Portage county-Bass and Pleasant 
54. Rock county-Koshkonong 
56. St. Croix county-Pine (at Baldwin) 
60. Sheboygan county-Sheboygan marsh 
69. Waupaca county-Campbell, Crystal, Cynco (Rice), Hatch, Kin

ney, Partridge, Partridge Crop, Silver, and White 
70. Waushara county-Fish (at Wautoma), Beans, Pine (at Hancock), 

Poygan and Big Twin 
71. Winnebago county-Butte des Morts, Little Butte des Morts, Poy

gan, and Winneconne, and Winnebago 
(am) SPECIAL WATERS-RIVERS AND STREAMS. There shall be no closed 

season for hook and line fishing for any species of fish except muskel
lunge, sturgeon and trout in the following described rivers, streams, and 
inpoundments thereon; all bag limits, minimum size limits and other reg
ulations governing fish and fishing as set forth in this chapter shall re
main in full force and effect: 

1. Baraboo river in Sauk and Columbia counties. 
2. Black river including sloughs and bayous from the dam at Black 

River Falls in Jackson county downstream to its confluence with the 
Mississippi river. 

3. Chippewa river including sloughs, bayous and flowages up to the 
flowing portion of all tributary streams beginning at the Holcombe flow
age dam in Chippewa county downstream to the Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincy railroad in Buffalo and Pepin counties. 

a. Yellow river from Lake Wissota upstream to the Suetlik dam at 
Cadott in Chippewa county. 

4. Eau Claire river including sloughs and bayous in Eau Claire county 
from the Altoona dam downstream to its confluence with the Chippewa 
river. 

a. Eau Galle river beginning at the Lake Eau Galle dam in Dunn 
county downstream to its confluence with the Chippewa river, Pepin 
county. 

5. Embarrass river beginning at the dam at Pella in Shawano county 
downstream to the Woll river in Outagamie county. 
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6. Fond du Lac river within the city limits of Fond du Lac in Fond du 
Lac county. 

7. Fox river downstream from the westerly crossing of highway #33 at 
Portage in Columbia county and in Marquette, Green Lake, Waushara, 
Winnebago and Outagamie counties downstream to the dam at De Pere 
in Brown county. 

a. Puckyan river in Green Lake county. 
8. Fox river in Kenosha county and upstream in Racine county to the 

Waterford dam. 
9. Grand river from Fairwater in Fond du Lac county downstream to 

the Fox river in Marquette county. 
10. La Crosse river including Lake Neshonoc sloughs and bayous from 

the Perch lake dam at Sparta downstream to the Mississippi river. 

11. Lemonweir river including all connecting fl.owages, bays, sloughs 
and bayous in Juneau and Monroe counties and the East Fork 
Lemonweir upstream to the highway #173 bridge and the South Fork 
Lemonweir upstream to the Tomah dam. 

12. Little Wolf river in Waupaca county· beginning at the dam at 
Manawa downstream to the Wolf river. 

13. Pecatonica river in Lafayette and Green counties. 

14. Pine river in Waushara county beginning at the dam at Poysippi 
downstream to Lake Poygan. 

15. Pumpkinseed creek in Winnebago county from county trunk "D" 
bridge downstream to Lake Poygan. 

16. Red Cedar river including all connecting sloughs and bayous in 
Dunn county from its confluence with the Chippewa river to the Lake 
Menomin Northern States Power Dam. 

17. Rock river waters. 

a. Rock river in Fond du Lac, Dodge, Jefferson and Rock counties and 
all waters in the Horicon marsh. 

b. Crawfish river in Columbia, Dodge and Jefferson counties. 

c. Beaver Dam river beginning at the dam in the city of Beaver Dam in 
Dodge county downstream to the Crawfish river. 

d. Scuppernong river beginning at the dam at Palmyra in Jefferson 
county downstream to the Bark river. 

e. Bark river beginning at the dam at Hebron in Jefferson county 
downstream to the Rock river. 

f. Yahara river beginning at the dam at Fulton in Rock county down
stream to the Rock river. 

g. Busseyville creek in Dane and Jefferson counties beginning at the 
Rockdale dam downstream to Lake Koshkonong. 
Register, December, 1985, No. 360 
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h. Waterloo (Maunesha) creek beginning at the dam (Malthouse) at 
Waterloo in Jefferson county downstream to its confluence with the 
Crawfish river, Dodge county. 

18. Rubicon river in Dodge county. 

19. Shioc river in Outagamie county. 

20. Waupaca river in Waupaca county beginning at the dam at 
Weyauwega downstream to the Woll river. 

21. White river below dam at Burlington to Fox river in Racine 
county. 

22. Wildcat river in Dodge county. 

23. Willow river in Waushara county beginning at the dam at 
Auroraville downstream to Lake Poygan. 

24. Wisconsin river and flowages beginning at the St. Regis dam in 
Rhinelander in Oneida county downstream to the Chicago, Burlington, 
and Quincy railroad bridge in Crawford and Grant counties including all 
connecting sloughs and bayous. Including Columbia county tributary 
streams (except as specified in subd. 1.) upstream to the first highway 
bridge and the Yellow river and all connecting flowages, sloughs and bay
ous from its confluence with the Castle Rock flowage in Juneau county 
upstream to the highway no. 54 dam at Dexterville. 

a. Mill creek in Portage county. 

25. Wolf river in Winnebago, Waupaca and Outagamie counties and in 
Shawano county upstream to the dam in the city of Shawano. 

26. Yellowstone river from the dam downstream in Lafayette county. 

(b) The department shall open the season for fishing with dip nets in 
any waters when it finds after scientific investigation and study that the 
fish populations in such waters are threatened with imminent mortality 
because of depletion of dissolved oxygen or other adverse habitat condi
tions under which fish will not survive. During such open season all spe
cies of fish may be taken by means of dip nets not more than 3 feet in 
diameter or 3 feet square, but no person shall have more than 25 pounds 
and one fish of any species of game fish of any size so taken in his posses
sion. No person shall fish with more than one such dip net. Such open 
season shall be put into effect by posting a notice thereof on or in the 
vicinity of the shore of the waters affected, s~ch posting being deemed by 
the department to be the most feasible way of notifying the public that 
such open season for fishing with dip nets is in effect. Such open season 
shall remain in full force and effect only so long as such waters are cov
ered with ice and so long as such posting is continued. 

( c) Except for streams posted pursuant to ch. NR 26, there shall be no 
closed season for hook and line fishing for any species of fish except stur
geon, smallmouth bass and largemouth bass on any stream tributary to 
Lake Michigan or Green Bay, upstream to the first dam or lake except 
the Kewaunee river where this rule applies upstream to the third county 
highway "C" bridge. 

(d) Except as provided in subds.1. and 2., the bag limits, the minimum 
size limits and regulations governing trout and salmon fishing as set forth 
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in this chapter apply to the waters of Lake Michigan, Green Bay and any 
stream which is tributary to Lake Michigan or Green Bay, upstream to 
the first dam or lake except the Kewaunee river where this rule applies 
upstream to the third county highway "C" bridge. 

1. During the period from October 1 to but not including the first Sat
urday in May of the following May, annually, upstream to the first dam 
or lake on any stream tributary to Lake Michigan or Green Bay, except 
the Kewaunee river where this rule applies upstream to the third county 
hwy. "C" bridge, the minimum size of trout and salmon shall be 10 
inches and the daily bag limit shall be 5 fish in the aggregate, of which 
only 3 may be lake trout. During such period, hook and line fishing is 
restricted to baits using a hook with a gape size not larger than one-half 
inch from point to shank. During such period, fishing with hook and line 
is prohibited between one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before 
sunrise on all streams tributary to Lake Michigan and Green Bay except 
the Menominee, Oconto (including tributaries) and Fox rivers. 

2. During the period from October 1 to November 15, a person may 
take trout and salmon by hand without the use of any device and by foul 
hooking or snagging while fishing with hook and line, using a hook with a 
gape size of not larger than one-hall inch from point to shank, in the 
following waters only. During such period fishing by hand and hook and 
line on the following waters js prohibited between one-half hour after 
sunset and one-half hour before sunrise, except in the Menominee river. 
The size limit on trout and salmon shall be 10 inches and the daily bag 
limit shall be 5 fish in the aggregate, of which only 3 may be lake trout. 

b. Door county- Sturgeon Bay ship canal, excluding areas within 500 
feet of Strawberry creek, from the Lake Michigan shoreline westerly to 
the Michigan street bridge. 

c. Kenosha county - Pike river upstream to the first dam, and the 
Lake Michigan shoreline while fishing from shore from the mouth of the 
Pike river northward a distance of one-half mile. 

d. Kewaunee county - Kewaunee river upstream to the third county 
highway C bridge crossing. Ahnapee river upstream to 500 feet below the 
Forestville dam. 

e. Manitowoc county- East Twin river from the 17th Street bridge in 
the city of Two Rivers upstream to the first dam, West Twin river from 
the Was.hington Street bridge in the city ol Two Rivers upstream to the 
first dam, and the Little Manitowoc river upstream from the East Cleve
land Avenue bridge in the city of Manitowoc. 

f. Marinette county - all streams tributary to Green Bay upstream to 
the first dam. 

g. Milwaukee county - Kinnickinnic river, Menomonee river, Mil
waukee river, Oak creek, all upstream to the first dam. 

h. Oconto county - all named and unnamed streams tributary to 
Green Bay, other than the Oconto river and its tributaries, upstream to 
the first dam, and the waters of Green Bay. There is no snagging season 
on the Oconto river and its tributaries. 

(4) EXPERIMENTAL WATERS; PERMITS; REPORTS. (a) It shall be unlaw
ful for any person to take, catch or kill fiSh or fish for fish in the waters of 
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Nebish, Spruce, Mystery, Escanaba and Pallette lakes situated in sec
tions 34 and 35, township 42 north, range 7 east, and sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 
11 and 12, township 41 north, range 7 east, Vilas county except under the 
following conditions: 

1. Fishing in such waters is authorized only under permit, which may 
be secured at the checking stations indicated by posted signs in the im
mediate area. 

2. Fishing in such waters is restricted to hook and line or rod and reel 
with fishing in Spruce lake further restricted to the use of artificial lures 
only and except that cisco may be taken in Pallette lake by means of dip 
nets or seines described under s. NR 20.11 (2). 

3. The provisions of this section shall apply to such waters throughout 
the year. 

4. All permits are valid only for the date issued and shall be turned in 
at the checking stations at the termination of each day's fishing activities 
by the fisher. 

5. There is a continuous open season with no daily bag limit or size 
limit for all species of fish contained in these waters except in Nebish lake 
there shall be a 10-inch minimum size limit for smallmouth bass, a 17-
inch minimum size limit on lake trout in Pallette lake and a 12-inch mini
mum size limit with a 2 daily bag limit on largemouth bass in Spruce 
lake. 

6. All fish taken pursuant to this section shall be exhibited to the de
partment or its agents at the checking station for examination, identifi
cation and marking. 

(5) FLY FISHING ONLY. (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to take, 
catch, or kill fish, or fish for fish by any means other than the use of an 
artificial fly by the method commonly known as "fly fishing" in the fol
lowing described waters: 

1. Peshtigo river-In, on or along that part of the Peshtigo river lying 
in Marinette county, beginning at the Johnson Falls dam in the SW 1/4 
of the SE 1/4 of section 32, township 33 north, range 19 east and ex
tending downstream to the foot of Spring Rapids in the SE 1/4 of the SE 
1/4 of section 15, township 32 north; range 19 east, with a daily bag limit 
of 5 trout and a minimum size limit of 10 inches on trout. 

2. Wolf river-In, on or along that part of the Wolf river lying in Lan
glade county, beginning at the railroad trestle in section 19, township 32 
north, range 14 east extending downstream to the eastwest quarter line 
dividing the west half of section 33, township 32 north, range 14 east 
marked by a road which runs along side the Diercks irrigation pond with 
a daily bag limit of 5 trout per day and a minimum size limit of 10 inches 
on trout. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, an artificial fly means a single hook 
dressed with fur, feathers, hair, silk, tinsel, thread or similar material to 
imitate the natural food of trout. 

(6) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this section, the open 
and closed seasons and other regulations established by this chapter shall 
apply to the area described herein. 
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(7) EXPERIMENTAL TROUT STREAMS. For the purpose of this section no 
person may take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish by any means other 
than the use of an artificial fly by the method commonly known as "fly 
fishing" and with the use of artificial lures on the following streams: 

(a) Castle Rock creek - In, on or along that part of Castle Rock creek, 
Grant county, from the Church road bridge in the NW 1/4 SE 1/2, sec
tion 36, T7N, R2W, downstream to the county trunk Q bridge in the NE 
1/4 NE 1/4, section 31, T7N, RlW. 

1. Castle Rock Springs - In, on or along the springhead and spring 
tributary of Castle Rock creek in the SW 1/4 NE 1/4, section 36, T7N, 
R2W, Grant county. 

2. Doc Smith creek - In, on or along that part of Doc Smith creek, 
Grant county, from and including the SE 1/4 NE 1/4, section 1, T6N, 
R2W, downstream to its mouth (Castle Rock creek). 

3. There is a 0 bag limit for trout and the open season is from January 1 
to September 30, both dates inclusive. 

(b) Race-Willow creek - In, on or along that part of Race-Willow 
creek, St. Croix county, known as the Race in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4 and the 
SE 1/4 SW 1/4, section 8; SW 1/4 NW 1/4, NW 1/4 NW 1/4, and the NE 
1/4 NW 1/4, section 17; and the SE 1/4 NE 1/4, section 18, T29N, Rl9W, 
a trout daily bag limit of one fish is established, the minimum size limit of 
which shall be 13 inches. The open season is the first Saturday in May 
beginning at 5:00 a.m. through September 30, both dates inclusive. 

(c) Trout creek - In, on or along the entire length of Trout creek, 
Iowa county no trout may be kept unless they are under 14 inches or 18 
inches and over in length, but only one trout 18 inches or over may be 
kept. There is no minimum size limit. The open season and other bag 
limits established ins. NR 20.03 (1) (f) 1. apply. 

(d) Namekagon river - In, on or along that part of the Namekagon 
river, Sawyer county, from section 3, T42N, R8W, downstream through 
section 31, T42N, R8W, no trout between 10and15 inches in length may 
be kept. The open season, minimum size and bag limits established in s. 
NR 20.03 (1) (f) 7. apply. 

(e) Paradise Springs creek - In, on or along that part of Paradise 
Springs creek, Waukesha county, beginning at county hwy. N. bridge in 
Eagle (section 16, T5N, R17E) and extending upstream 800 feet to the 
creed origin including the headwater _pond. There is a 0 bag limit and the 
fishing for fun season is from January 1 to September 30. 

(f) Plover river - In, on or along that part of the Plover river, Mara
thon county, in section 15, T29N, RlOE, from the hwy. "Z" bridge up
stream to the Totten Springs outlet there is a 13 inch minimmu size limit 
on brook trout. Except for the 18 inch minimum size limit on brook 
trout, the open season, bag limits and size limits established in 2. FR 
20.03 (1) (f) 3. apply. 

(g) Timber Coulee creek - In, on or along that part of Timber Coulee 
creek, Vernon county, from Olstad road located in NEX NWJ4, section 
3, [2] T14N, R5W, downstream for approximately one mile through tbe 
NE% NE%, section 3, T14N, R5W, only trout between 14 and 17 inches 
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may be kept. The daily bag limit is one fish and the open season is from 
the first Saturday in May at 5:00 a.m. to September 30. 

(8) EXPERIMENTAL MANAGED LAKES (ponds). (a) Bayfield and Lincoln 
counties. 1. The following lakes (ponds) shall be open for trout fishing on 
even year dates only. 

b. Blaisdell, Bayfield 

c. Mimi, Bayfield 

d. Nymphia, Bayfield 

e. Arnent, Lincoln 

2. The following lakes (ponds) shall be open for trout fishing on odd 
year dates only. 

a. Balsam, Bayfield 

b. Beaver, Bayfield 

c. Little Star, Bayfield 

d. Spring, Bayfield 

e. Tahoe, Lincoln 

(b) The open and closed seasons, bag limits, and minimum lengths set 
out ins. NR 20.03 (1) (f) apply to .waters listed in this subsection to the 
extent that this subsection does not provide a dift'erent season, bag limit 
or minimum length. 

( c) In McGee lake, Langlade county, there shall be an open season for 
trout from the first Saturday in May at 5:00 a.m. to and including Sep
tember 30. A daily bag limit of 2 trout with a no size limit shall be. in 
effect. Fishing is restricted to the use of artificial lures or flies only. 

( d) In Little Bass lake (sec. 15, T39N, R 7E), Oneida county and Wild
wood lake, Vilas county there is a 12-inch minimum size limit for small
mouth and largemouth bass and all trout. Only artificial lures and flies 
may be used. The use of live or dead bait of any kind is prohibited. The 
daily bag limit is 5 fish for each species and the open season is from the 
first Saturday in May through November 15. 

History: 1-2 66; am. (3) (a) 28.66 and 71, (3) (am) 7, er. (3) (am) 3 a. 7 a and 24 a and r. (4) 
(c) 1and2, Register, January, 1976, No. 229, ell. 2-1-76; am. (3) (c) 2., 3., and 4., Register, 
October, 1976, No. 238, ell. 11-1-76; am. (3) (am) (intro.), (c) 2., 3. and 4., r, (4) (c) Register, 
November, 1976, No. 239, elf. 12-1-75; am. (4), r. (6) (a) 3 and er. (7) and (8), Register, De
cember, 1976, No. 262, elf. 1-1-77; am. (7) (a) and (b), Register, March, 1977, No. 256, ell. 4-
1-77; am. (3) (c) 2 to 4, Register, December, 1977, No. 264, elf. 2-1-78; am. (3) (a) 69., (am) 3. 
and 24., (b), (4) (a) 6., Register, December, 1978, No. 276, elf.1-1-79; r. (3) (c) 4.1, er. (8) (c) 
and am. (3) (c) 4.b., Register, December, 1979, No. 288, elf.1-1-80; emerg. er. (7) (e), elf. 4-1-
80; er. (7) (e), Register, October, 1980, No. 298, elf. 11-1-80; am. (7) (e) and r. (8) (a) 1. a., 
Register, December, 1980, No. 300, elf. 1-1-81; reprinted to correct error, Register, April, 
1981, No. 304; am (2) (c) 4. e., Register, August, 1981, No. 308, elf. 9-1-81; am. (3) (a) 14., (3) 
(c) 4. d., (4) (a) 2. and 6., Register, December, 1981, No. 312, elf. 1-1-82; am. (3) (c) 3. and 4. 
intro., b., d. and f., r. and recr. (7) (e), renum. (8) to be (9), er. (8), Register, December, 1982, 
No. 324, elf.1-1-83; renum. (3) (c) 1. and 2. to be (3) (c) and (d) and am., renum. (3) (c) 3. and 
4. to be (3) (d) 1. and2., renum. (3) (c) 4. j. to be 2.i, Register, April, 1983, No. 328, ell. 6-1-83; 
am. (3) (d) 1. and 2. intro. and h., (4) (a) 6., r. (3) (d) 2.a., r. and recr. (7) and (8), renum. (9) 
to be (8) and am. (8) (b), er. (8) (d), Register, December, 1983, No. 336, ell. 1-1-84; am. (3) 
(d) 2. e., Register, September, 1984, No. 346, ell.10-1-84; am. (3) (d) 2. intro. (4) (a) 2. and 6., 
(7) (d) and (8) (b), er. (7) (e), Register, December, 1984, No. 348, elf. 1-1-86; r. (3) (d) 2. i., 
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Regbter, September, 1985, No. 357, ell. 10-1-85; er. (7) (f) and (g), am. (8) (a), (b) and (c), 
Register, December, 1985, No. 360, ell. 1-1-86. 

Note: For a complete history of NR 20.04 see the history note for NR 20.04 as it appeared in 
the December, 1974 Administrative Register. 

NR 20.06 Prohibited fishing under particular conditions. (1) (a) Waters 
and methods. No person shall take, capture, or kill fish of any variety or 
fish for fish during the closed season for trout in streams and creeks con
taining trout except that rough fish may be taken by hand. 

(b) Trolling. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, capture or kill 
fish or fish for fish of any variety at any time in the inland waters of the 
state from a motor-driven boat when the motor is running or from any 
boat in tow of a motor-driven boat when the motor is running or from 
any sailboat when in motion; or by means of shutting or drawing off wa
ter for that purpose. Casting and immediate retrieval of a bait or lure 
while positioning a boat by means of an electric motor, where motors are 
permitted, shall not be deemed trolling. The restrictions in this para
graph do not apply to the waters of Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, 
Polk, Racine, Rusk, Taylor, Washburn and Waukesha counties, the 
Wisconsin river from county trunk A east of Tomahawk, Lincoln 
county, downstream, the Chippewa river including sloughs, bayous and 
flowages up to the flowing portion of all tributary streams from the Hol
combe flowage, Chippewa county, downstream, the Fox river from Buf
falo lake downstream to the DePere dam and the following named lakes 
and rivers including their flowages and sloughs: 

1. Adams county-Mason 

2. Ashland county-Kakagon 

9. Chippewa county-Chain; Holcombe flowage; Long 32-8 

10. Clark county-Arbutus 

13. Dane county-Crystal; Kegonsa; Koshkonong; Mendota; 
Monona;Waubesa 

14. Dodge county-Beaver Dam; Fox; Sinnissippi 

15. Door county-Clarks; Kangaroo 

17. Dunn county-Menomin; Tainter 

18. Eau Claire county-Altoona; Big Dells pond; Eau Claire 

19. Florence county-Halsey; Twin Falls flowage 

21. Forest county-Butternut; Franklin; Lucerne; Metonga; Pickerel; 
Pine; Wabicon · 

24. Green Lake county-Big Green; Maria: Puckaway 

27. Jackson county-Arbutus 

28. Jefferson county-Koshkonong; Rock 

29. Juneau county-Kilburn flowage 

30. Kenosha county-Elizabeth 

32. La Crosse county-Neshonoc 
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34. Langlade county-Post (Lower); Post (Upper); Rolling Stone 

35. Lincoln county-Spirit R. 0.owage 

37. Marathon county-Big Eau Pleine reservoir upstream to the first 
state hwy. 153 bridge 

38. Marinette county-Chalk Hills 0.owage; High Falls reservoir; No-
quebay 

39. Marquette county-Buffalo 

42. Monroe county-Monroe county 0.owage 

43. Oconto county-Christy; Machickanee (Stiles pond); White Po
tato 

44. Oneida county-Columbus; Rainbow flowage; Sugar Camp; Thun
der; Willow flowage 

50. Portage county-Little Eau Pleine flowage upstream to the first 
county hwy. 'O' bridge 

51. Price county-Pike; Round 

54. Rock county-Koshkonong 

56. St. Croix county-Cedar 

57. Sauk county-Redstone 

58. Sawyer county-Chetac; Grindstone; Lac Court Qreilles; Nelson; 
Round; Whitefish; Windigo 

59. Shawano county-Shawano 

60. Sheboygan county-Sheboygan marsh 

64. Vilas county-Smoky 

65. Walworth county-Beulah; Como; Delavan; Geneva; Whitewater 

67. Washington county-Big Cedar; Pike 

69. Waupaca county-Partridge; White 

70. Waushara county-Poygan 

71. Winnebago county-Butte des Morts; Little Butte des Morts; 
Poygan; Rush; Winnebago; Winneconne 

(c) Fishing near dams. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, cap
ture, or kill fish of any variety or fish for fish by means other than hook or 
line within 200 feet of any fishway, lock or dam in the inland waters at 
any time. 

Dls1ory: .l-2-56; nn;1. (2), Rcgil!ter, December, 1956, No. 12, clt 1-J-57: llJll. ( I ) (!!) and (2). 
Regis~, Deecmbor, 1957, No. 24, eft.1-1-58; run. (1) (bl, Register, April1 l!l58, No. 28, cf!. 6-
1-:118; am. (2), R.,egl~ll!r, Augu.sL., 1958, No. 82, cl!. 9-1-58; am. (1 ) (b), Register, Octobm-, 1958, 
No. 34, efJ. J-l-.19; am. (2), Register, Au11usL, J 959. No. 4.4~ cll'. 9-1-69; am. (l) (b), r. and N!!!r. 
(2), Rellister, December, 1959, No. 48, elf. 1-1-60; run. (11 (b) and (2), Regiilt.er Oecl!lllber, 
1960. No. 60, elI. l-1-61; am. (2), Register, Augt.u1L, 1961, No. 68, eJJ. 9-1-61; am. (1) (b), Reg
ist.or, ~ugtIBL, 1961, No. 68, elf. 9-1-61; am. {l) (b); er. (1) (d) and (e), Register December, 
~961 , No. 72, elf.1-1-62; am. (I) (e) , Reglst.or, Jal,y, 1962, No.,79, elf. 8-1-62; am.. /lJ {b), Reg
ister, Aprll, 1963, N'o. 88, etr. 6-1~3; am. (l) (b); r. (2), Register, Decembl!I', 196', No. 108, 
cl!'. 1-1·65; am. ( 11 (a) and (c); r. ( 'I ) (d) and (e), Regi:ile.r, December, 1966, No. 132, elf. 1-1-
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67; r. nnd recr. (1) (b), Regiater, October, 1969, No. 166, elf. 1-1-70; nm. (I) (b), Register, 
June, 1970, No. 174, eff. 7-1-70; ronum. WCD 20.06 to Ix! NR 20.06 , Rclgisl.llr, November, 
1970, No. 179, elf. 1-1-71; am. (1 ) (b), Register, October, 1973, No. 214, elf. 1-1-74; am. (1) 
(b), Regillter, ,January, 1976, No. 229, elf. 2-1-76; am. (I) (b) (intro. ), r. (1) (b) GI and GS, 
l«!giater, November, L971i, No. 239, elf. 12-1-75; am. (1) (bl (Intro. ), Rcgl!lter, December, 
1076, No. 252, elJ. 1-1-77; am. (I) (b), Rcgialor, D~mber, 1978 No. :l.76,ell.1-J.79; printing 
error corl'OOted, Regillter, .July, 1079; am. (1) (bl fil .•. U. and Gd.. RciPnter, Doocmber, l980, 
No. 300, elf, l-1-81; am. ( I) (b) 35., 4d. and Ml., Register, Deeember, 1982, No. 324, ell. J -1-
83; am. (1) Cb) 37., 60. Md 64., Register, Dooember, 1983, No. 336, ell. 1-1-Sd. 

NR 20.07 Prohibited methods of fishing. (1) Except as otherwise ex
pressly provided by the Wisconsin Statutes or by department order: 

(a) No person may take, catch, or kill fish or fish for fish of any kind 
with more than 3 hooks, baits or lures. 

(b) No person may fuih with or leave any fish line or lines unattended in 
any waters; no person may take any full by snagging or fouling in any 
manner unless otherwise specificaJly provided. Any fish illegally taken 
other than in the mouth by snagging or fouling shall be immediately re
turned to the water. No person may fish wit;h the aid or use of any fire
arm, or pellet gun in any manner or by any means other than angling or 
trolling. No person may use a telemetry device attached or implanted in 
1ish to aid in fishing. Dip nets (landing nets) S Ceet or less in diameter and 
a gaff may be lliled for the purpose of landing fish legally hooked. 

(c) No person shall use as bait or possess or release any minnows or 
other fish except trout on any waters or shores of such waters which have 
been chemically treated for trout management and which are so identi
fied and designated by signs posted on the shores thereof by the depart
ment of natural resources. 

(d) No person shall place minnow traps in waters which have been 
chemically treated to reestablish a trout fishery. 

(e) No person shall use minnows as bait while fishing through the ice in 
Green Lake, Green Lake county except where the lake is 50 feet or less in 
depth. 

(f) Any fish taken into actual possession, unless released immediately, 
shall be included as part of the daily bag limit. 

(2) (a) No person may, except as expressly authorized, possess or con
trol on any of the inland or outlying waters or shores of inland or outlying 
waters at any time any gun, bow and arrow, spear, net or similar device 
that might be used for the purpose of taking, catching or killing fish. 

(b) No person other than the licensee or licensee's designee or depart
ment agent may raise, remove, or otherwise tamper with commercial 
gear set in Wisconsin inland and boundary waters. 

(3) It shall be lawful to take rough fish by hand at any time in all 
waters. 

(4) (a) No person may as prescribed in sub. (2) take, catch or kill.fish in 
the counties of Ashland (except in the Bad river as provided in par. (e)), 
Bayfield, Iron, Oconto (in that portion of the county west of highway 
#141 only), Oneida, Pierce, Price, Sawyer and Vilas counties, except that 
rough fish may be taken sunrise to sunset with bow and arrow from the 
Saturday nearest May 20 to July 1 each year in Iron and Sawyer coun
ties. 
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(b) It shall be lawful to take rough fish by means of spear or spear 
fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving or bow and arrow 
from April 21 to March 1, inclusive. sunrise to sunset in the inland waters 
or from shores of inland waters of Brown, Buffalo, Calumet (except dur
ing a sturgeon spearing season in any specified water), Clark, Door, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac (except during a sturgeon 
spearing season in any specified water), Forest, Green Lake, Jackson, 
Juneau, Kewatmee, La Crosse, Langlade, Lincoln, Manitowoc, Mara
thon (except that spearing is prohibited in the Big Eau Pleine fiowage 
from the dam upstream to highway 97 from November 1 to April 20), 
Mari11ette, Monroe, Oconto (in that portion of the county east of high
way 141 only), Outagamie (except during the sturgeon spearing season in 
any specified water), Pepin, Portage, St. Croix, Shawano, Trempealeau, 
Winnebago (except during a sturgeon spearing season in any specified 
water), and Wood. 

(c) IL shall be lawful for any person to take rough fish by means of 
spears or by spear fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving 
or bow and arrow at any time of the year, sunrise to sunset, in the inland 
waters or from shores of inland waters of the counties of Adams, Colum
bia Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, 
Lafayette, Marquette, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Richland, Rock, 
Sauk (except it is illegal to spear fish while skin diving or with bow and 
arrow in Devil's lake), Sheboygan, Vernon, Walworth, Washington, 
Wauke:ilia, Waupaca and Waushara (except during a sturgeon spearing 
season in aJ')y specified water). 

(d) It is Lawful to take white bass, yellow bass (striped), rock bass, 
crappie, bluegill, perch, pumpkinseed (sunfish) and bullheads with the 
use of spears and speal'guns by skin diving and scuba diving in aU waters 
where spearing for rough fish is pennitted subject to the same seasons 
prescribed in sub. (4}(a), (b) , (c) and (e) and subject to bag limits pre
scribed ins. NR 20.03. 

(e) It shall be lawful for any person to take rough fish by means oI 
spears or by spear fishing by the met.hod commonly known as skin diving 
or bow and arrow, sunrise to sunset, from the Saturday nearest May 20 
to November 1, inclusive, on the inland waters or from shores of inland 
waters in the counties of Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Rusk, 'l'aylor, 
Washburn, Polk and Barron. Burbot (but no other species) may also be 
speared from sunset to sunrise in the Amnicon and Nemadji rivers and 
the Black river upstream to the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. 
Marie railroad bridge from December 15 to January 31, inclusive, in 
Douglas county and the Bad river, Ashland county. 

(5) (a) The possession or use of a~· bow and arrow, spear or similar 
device for the taking, catching or killing of fish in or on any designated 
trout stream is prohibited at all times except a.s indicated in pars. (b) and 
(c). 

(b) Suckers and carp may be speared. sunrise to sunset only, from Sat
urday nearest. March 15 to, but not including the Saturday nearest May 
1, in the following trout waters in Waushara county: 

1. White river below the junction or the main and west branches in 
SE% NE%, sec. 10, township 18 north, range 10 east, town of Dakota, 
downstream to the White river flowage in sec. 13 of Dakota township. 
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(b) It shall be lawful to take rough fish by means of spear or spear 
fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving or bow and arrow 
from April 21 to March 1, inclusive, sunrise to sunset in the inland waters 
or from shores of inland Welters of Brown, Buffalo, Calumet (except dur
ing a sturgeon spearing season in any specified water)", Clark, Door, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac (except during a sturgeon 
spearing season in any specified water), Forest, Green Lake, Jackson, 
Juneau, Kewaunee, La Crosse, Langlade, Lincoln, Manitowoc, Mara
thon (except that spearing is prohibited in the Big Eau Pleine Oowage 
from the dam upstream to highway 97 from November 1 to April 20), 
Marinette, Monroe, Oconto (in that portion of the county east of high
way 141 only), Outagamie (except during the sturgeon spearing season in 
any specified water), Pepin, Portage, St. Croix, Shawano, Trempealeau, 
Winnebago (except during a sturgeon spearing season in any specified 
water), and Wood. 

(c) It shall be lawful for any parson to take rough fish by means of 
spears or by spear fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving 
or bow and arrow at any time of the year, sunrise to sunset, in the inland 
waters or from shores or inland waters of the counties of Adams, Colom
bia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, 
Lafayette, Marquette, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Ri hlan.d, Rock, 
Sauk (except it is illegal to spear fish while skin diving or with bow and 
arrow in Devil's lake), Sheboygan, Vernon, Walworth, Washington, 
Waukesha Waupaca and Wa'U.Shara (except during a sturgeon spearing 
season in any specified water). 

(d) It is lawful to take white bass, yellow bass (striped) , rock bass, 
crappie, bluegill, perch, pumpkinseed (sunfish) and bullheads with the 
use ol spears and spearguns by skin diving and scuba diving in all waters 
where spearing for rough fish is permitted subject to the same sea.sons 
preSCl'ibed in sub. (4)(a), (b), ( } and (e) and subject to bag limits pre
scribed in s. NR 20.03. 

(e) 1t shall be law!ul for any person to take rough fish by means of 
spears or by spear fishing by the method commonly known as skin diving 
or bow and arrow, sunrise to sunset, from the Saturday nearest May 20 
to November 1, inclusive, on the inland waters or from shores of inland 
waters in the counties of Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Rusk, Taylor, 
Washburn, Polk and Barron. Burbot (but no other species) may also be 
speared from sunset to sunrise in the Amnicon and Ncmadji rivers and 
the Black river upstream to the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. 
Marie railroad bridge from December 15 to January 31, inclusive, in 
Douglas county and the Bad river, Ashland county. 

(5) (a) 1'he possession or use of a gun, bow and arrow, spear or similar 
device for the taking, catching or killing of fish in or on any designated 
trout stream is prohibited at all times except as indicated in pars. (b) and 
(c). 

(b) Suckers and carp may be speared, sunrise to sunset only, from Sat
urday nearest March 15 to, but not including the Saturday nearest May 
1, in the following trout waters in Waushara county: 

1. White river below the junction of the main and west branches in 
SE% NE%, sec. 10, township 18 north, range 10 east, town of Dakota, 
downstream to the White river flowage in sec. 13 of Dakota township. 
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2. Willow creek between the point where the two branches of said 
stream unite in section 12, township 18 north,. range 11 east, town of 
Marion and the dam in Auroraville. 

3. The Pine river between the point where the said stream crosses the 
highway in section 3, township 19 north, range 12 east, town of Leon to 
the dam in Poysippi. 

(7) It shall be unlawful to use goldfish or alewife in any form or manner 
for bait or to have goldfish or alewife in possession on the inland, bound
ary or Lake Superior waters of the state. Alewife but not goldfish may be 
possessed and used for bait in Lake Michigan waters. 

(8) No person shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, set, place, 
use, operate or have in possession or under control any snag line or snag 
pole, snaghook or parts thereof or cluster of fish hooks that might be 
attached to same designed to be placed in or drawn through the water for 
the purpose of catching or drawing such hooks into the body of fish or 
used for that purpose; except that carp, but no other species or variety 
fish, may be taken by means of a gaff hook through the ice, sunrise to 
sunset, in the outlying and reserve water of Lake Michigan and Green 
Bay. 

(9) No person shall use or have in his possession or under his control or 
maintenance in any of the inland waters of this state, any live box, crib or 
similar device except receptacles carried by or with the fisherman to con
tain his catch while fishing, that might be used for the keeping of fish 
unless he shall have securely attached thereto in such a manner as to be 
readable and legible at all times a tag of permanent material bearing the 
name and address of the owner or user. 

(10) No person shall fish for trout in inland waters without a trout 
stamp of current issue with the signature of the licensee written in ink 
across its face and firmly affixed by its own adhesive to the back of a valid 
fishing or sportsman's license. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1) (d ), (4) (a ), (b) (c) and (e) and (7 ), er. ( l ) (ee) and (g) , Register 
November, 1975, No. 239, otr. 12-1-'15; emerg. am. (2), renum. (3) {a), t o (e) to be (4) (a) to tal 
and am. elf. 4-30-76; r. (1).(1) and (('.;) (b) 1, r. and recr. (2) and (S), R egi5ter, D ecember, 1976, 
No. 252, elf.1-1-77;am. (1 ) (c), (4) (b) and (o)1 (5) (a) , RegiaU!r, Oce. mber. 1977, No. 264, ell' . 
.! ·1-78; er. (10), Rllglnler J une, 1978, No. 21u, elf. 7-1-78; r. and recr. (1) (g) , Jl-Oglstllr, De
ccmbor, 19'78, No. 276, c&. 1-1-79; ~· (l) (11) and (•ll (b) and (cl and cr. (6) (bl 1., ReKintor, 
Drn:ember, 1979, No. 288, ea. J- 1-80, am. (l) (a) , Register, December, 1980, No. 300, ell.1-l-
8J : renum. (2) to be (2) (a) and er. (2) (b), Rcgiatcr, Uecembcr, 1981, No. 312, ca. l-J-82; er. 
(11) , Regi.ater, December 1982, No. 32( , ~.1- 1 -83: r. (6) (c) and (LI), R ug:Uiter, J uno, 1984, 
No. 342, elf. 7·1-84; r. and rccr. (ll (d l am. ('1) (a) , Register, Decnmbcr, 19114, No. 348, elf. l-
1-85,: r. o.nd reer. (1) (aJ ,[' OJ (b ) and (c), rcnun1. (1 ) (d) to (gJ.to be (b) to (fl, am. (l!l (a), 
Reg13ler, Docember, l!l8u, .No. 360, eff . 1-1-86; um. (I.) (n), Reg111ter, March, 1986, No. 369, 
o.rr. 4-1-86. 

Note: For a complete history of NR 20.07, see the history as it appeared in January, 1975, 
Administrative Register. 

NR 20.09 Dip nets and seines in inland and outtring waters. (1) GENERAL 
RESTRICTIONS. Except as provided in this section and in ss. NR 20.04, 
20.10 and 20.11 no person shall set, use or operate any dip net in any of 
the inland or outlying waters of the state for taking, catching or killing 
any variety of fish. No person, while operating a dip net for rough fish, 
shall fish for fish in any other manner at that time and no person shall fish 

Next page is numbered 247 
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with hook and line from any boat that has a dip net attached. Only one 
dip net per person is permitted for the taking of smelt and minnows. Such 
dip net must be attended at all times while in use and such nets shall only 
be raised and lowered vertically when fishing. 

(a) It is unlawful to sell, barter or trade in any manner any suckers 
taken pursuant to this section. 

(2) USE OF DIP NETS. (a) Deft:niti01i. Dip nets used for taking, catching, 
or killing rough fish shall be defined as follows: a piece of netting sus

\ pended from a round or square frame not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 
8 feet square. 

(b) Marinette and Oconl.-0 counties. Not more than one dip net per p~
son may be used at any time for the taking, catching, or killing of rough 
fish in Marinette and Oconto counties in all the streams and rivers flow
ing into Green Bay from a point 200 feet upstream from the mouth, and 
extendin~ a distance of 15 miles inland in a straight line. 

(c) Brown, Door, Kenosha, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, 
Racine and Sheboygan counties. One dip net per person may be used all 

Next page is numbered 247 
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year for t he taking, catching and killing of rough fish in all the nontrout 
desigrui.ted streams and rivers, excluding lakes, flowing into Lake Michi
gan and Gr en Bay and in t h counti s of Brown, Door, Kenosha. 
Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine and Sheboygan in 
that part of each such stream or river beginning at the mouth and ex
tending upstream to a point 500 feet below the first dam located on such 
stream or river. 

( d) Fond du Lac county. One dip net per person may be used, sunrise to 
sunset, from May 1 to March 15, for taking, catching or killing rough 
fish, except suckers, in that part of the Fond du Lac river in Fond du Lac 
county beginning at its mouth and extending upstream three miles. 

(e) Dodge and Jefferson counties. One dip net per person may be used 
sunrise to sunset for the taking, catching or killing of rough fish all year 
in the following waters: 

1. In the Rock river in Dodge, Jefferson and Rock counties. 

2. In the Crawfish river in Jefferson county. 

3. In Beaver Dam lake in Dodge county. 

4. In the Beaver Dam, Crawfish and Wildcat rivers in Dodge county. 

5. In the Bark river and tributaries to Hebron dam and in creeks and 
trib~taries of the Rock and Crawfish rivers in Jefferson county. 

(f) Calumet county. One dip net per person may be used from April 25 
to Ma7 31, both dates inclusiv 1or the removal of rough fish from that 
part o Lake Winnebago within a distance of 500 feet from the shoreline 
of Calumet county. 

(g) A dip net not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square may be 
used in all other waters except designated trout streams at any time of 
the year, sunrise to sunset, for the taking of rough fish with no bag or 
possession limit except for suckers and redhorse for which there is an 
aggregate daily bag limit of 50. 

(3) SMELT. (a) Dip nets not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet 
square may be used at any time for the taking, catching or killing of 
smelt in Lake Michigan and all the streams and rivers flowing into Lake 
Michigan and the nort hern and southern parts of Green Bay, in that part 
of each of such streams beginning at or in the bay or lake and extending 
upstream to a point 500 feet below the first dam located on any such 
stream or a distance of 5 miles inland on any of such st reams where no 
dam is located within 5 miles of the mouth. 

(b) Dip nets not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square, may be 
used from April 1 to May 25 for the taking, catching, or killing of smelt 
and suckers in Lake Superior and all streams flowing into Lake Superior 
in Bayfield, Ashland and Iron counties and the Brule river in Douglas 
county from a point beginning at their mouths and extending inland for a 
distance of one-half mile in a straight line. Zoning does not apply on Bear 
creek, Bluff creek and Nemadji river, the St. Louis river and the other 
non-trout streams in Douglas county and in the waters of the Chippewa, 
Bad, and White rivers in Ashland county not inhabited by trout, or on 
streams where active sea lamprey control structures are located. The 
taking of rough fish by dip netting is permitted from April 1 to July 15 
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below the posted portion of a stream on which such an active lamprey 
control structure is located. 

(c) se·ines not more than 75 feet in length and not more than 6 feet in 
depth may be used from April 1 to May 25 for the talcing, catching and 
killing of smelt and suckers in ali the outlying waters except that portion 
oC .the Fox river in Brown county upstream Crom 1,500 feet below the 
dam in the city of DePere. Seines of this dimension may a.lso be used in 
St. Louis bay, Superior bay, Allouez bay and from the mouth of the St. 
£.,Duis river upstream to Lhe north 28th st. 1anding in Douglas county. 

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to leave dip nets or seines unat
tended witl~in 25 feet of the edge of waters named in pars. (a), (b) and (c) 
of Lhis section. 

e) Dip nets not exceeding 8 feet in diameter or 8 f et square may be 
used for the taking, catching or killing of smelt in Lake Lucerne, Forest 
county and the Flambeau lake chain, Vilas county, including thorough
fares and tributary streams 200 reet upstream and downstream from 'Lhe 
Jake basins and Beaver Dam lake west of hwy 63, Barron county. The 
open and closed seasons shall be at the dir ctive of the district director. 

lli"lury: 1-2-.56; am. (2) (ull (d ) a.ncl (c), and (3) (bl. Rcgl~ter, Dl>comber, 1957, o. &4, elf. 
1-1-GS; am. < l) inlro. par. an< (Zl (al.1. Register, Oc.tober. 1958, . o. 34, e!r. 1-1-59, am. (2) rr l. 
i:tegisl:cr, December. 1959, No. <18, nu.1-1-GO: ain. (2) (!:) , R(lg'l8lcr, December 1960, No. GO, 

rr . 1-1-61; a.111 . ( I l in~ro. par.: (2) (c • ( 3~ .~ ) and c), Register. December, I 961, ,No. 72, elf. 1-
l-62: er. (2) (g), Heg1~ter, J ecembcr, 1.,G,., o. $1, elf • . 1- l-63; am. (2) (g), Register, Decem
ber 1064 o.108, clf. l-J-65; r. nnd recr. (J ) (n) and (2) \gJ, Rcg181:er, November.1965, No. 
l !9'. err. 1:1-66; am. l2) 101 and (c) . Regis( r, Docombcr, 1968.No. 156, u0'.1-1-69: ·r. (3) ( ~l J, 
l~ogistor, OcLopor. 196!1, No.106, ell. 1-1-70; rcnum. WOO 20.0ll Lo boNR 20,0!l, imL (l ) ( in
tro. pt1r.J, 1teg1stcr. November, 1970, o. 170, elf. l-1 -71; 11m. CJ) (e) and (1 ) ,tel 1., Rcg!slcr, 
Novernb r, I 975. No. 239. ell'. 12-~ -75; am. (I) , C2J (bJ, (c a!1d (g) and r. (3 ) (e), !Wgisler. 
December, 1V77, No. 2&1. elL l-l-78; am. (3) .( a) and (bl. R gistcr, 'December, 1978, o .. 276, 
rr J. t-79; am. (3) (el. Register, December, 1980, No. 300. cll'. 1-1-81; um. (3) (c), lwgisler, 

D ecember. 198~. No. 348. ell. J-1-SS. 

NR 20.10 Minnow nct!l, tra1>s, nod seines. (1) USEJ LIMITED.No persons 
shall set, use, or operate any minnow seine, minnow dip net or minnow 
traps in any of th inland waters of "this state for taking, catching, or 
killing fish of any variety, other than as specified in this section. 

(2) BAG LTMlT. IL s'hall be unJawful for any person except licensed bait 
dealers 'Lo take in a ny waters in any one day more minnows than are 
specified in sub. (4) (c). The possession and transportation of minnows 
legally taken is permitted throughout the state. 

(3) INSEiCT LAHVAE. Except (l.Shereinafter provided, it shall be unlaw
ful for any person to take, gather or collect (or attempt to do so) for the 
use or sale as bait by himself or others any of the larvae or nymphs of 
aquatic insects in or f.rom any stream or spring hole tributary thereto 
inhabited by trout. A licensed fisherman may take such larvae or nymphs 
from trout streams by band during the trout season for his immediate 
personal use as bait in the stream from whicb taken and no such larvae or 
nymph$ may be carried away from the stream from which taken. 

(4) lNLAND WATERS. (a) Unless a bait permit has been issued by the 
district d"irector in accordance with gear regulations in s. 29.30, Stats., 
only the fol'lowing described gear may be used for the taking of minnows 
for bait: 
Register, December, 1984, No. 348 



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 249 
NR 20 

1. Minnow seines. Minnow seines shall not exceed 25 feet in length 
and 6 feet in depth flat measure and shall contain mesh not to exceed one
half inch stretch measure. 

2. Minnow dip nets. Minnow dip nets shall be defined.as follows: A 
piece of netting suspended from a round or square frame not to exceed 8 
feet in diameter or 8 feet square. 

3. Minnow traps. Minnow traps shall be of a length not greater than 
24 inches and or a width not greater than 16 inche:fsquare or in diameter . 
with an opening in the throat of the trap not larger than 1~ inches in 
diameter. The traps shall have securely attached to them a label or tag 
clearly bearing in the English language the name and address of the oper
ator. All min11ow traps shall be raised and the minnows removed from 
them at least once in every 48 hours from all waters, except department 
designated trout waters as indicated in department publications or 
under s. NR 1.02 (7). On designated trout waters, traps shall be raised 
and emptied every 24 hours during the open season !or trout on the wa
ter, and during the closed season on such water, as required in the depart
ment permit authorizing placement of the trap. 

(b) Unless a permit has been issued by the department, no person may 
use minnow seines or minnow dip nets of any type or description in in
land streams or tributary spring holes inhabited by trout. Licensed bait 
dealers may use no more than a total of 20 minnow traps when removing 
minnows from one or more trout streams during the open season for 
trout, unless a permit has been issued. Persons not possessing a bait deal
ers license may use no mor than a total of B minnow traps when con
ducting such removal. During the closed trout season, minnows may not 
be remov d except by licensed bait dealers as authorized by: permit. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, except bait dealers licensed 
pursuant to s. 29.137, Stats., to have in possession or under control more 
than 600 minnows at any time. 

lli!!1ory: l-2-56; ilm. {4), Register, December, 1956, No.12, ell.1-1-57; am. (2), (4) (a) 311.lld 
(h}. R~mt.er, December 1957, No. 24, ell. 1-1-58; am. (4) (a) 2., Register, October, 1958, No. 
34, elf. 1-1-09; am. ( 4) (cl , er. ( 4) (dJ , Rogillter, Decemoor, j 000, No. 60, ell. 1-1-61; r. and recr. 
(3), Register, Dec mbl!l'k.1981, No. 72, elf. l-1-62; am. (3) and (4) (a) 1., RcgistR.r, D~ember, 
1984., No. 10 • efl.1-l-Ga, r. and recr. (4) {a) l., Reglsoor, November, 1965, No. 119, ell. 1-1-
66; r. (4) {d), Register, Decl?mbcr, 1968, No. 156. ell'. 1-1-69; rnnum. from WCD 20.10 to be 
NR 20.10, Rcgi11tor, Novcmbcr, 1970, No. 179, d.1-1-71; am. (4) Ca) 2, RcgiBtur, December, 
1977, No. 2M, ell. 1-1-78; am. ( 4) (a) I . and 2., Register, December, 1978, No. 276. elf. 1-1-79; 
am. W (a) I. nnd 2., Register, October, 1!n9, No. 286, ell. 11-1-79; atn. (d) (a) (intro.), Regia
ter, December, 1981 , No. 312, elf. 1-1-82; r. and recr. (4.) (b), Register, August, 1982, N o. 820, 
elf. 9-1-82; am. (4) (a) 3., RcgiMter, December, 1982, No. 324, elf. l-1-83. 

NR 20.11 Whitefish and cisco in inland waters. (1) The rules and regula
tions set forth in this section shall apply to the use of all nets and seines 
used for taking whitefish and cisco. 

(2) Cisco dip nets shall not exceed 8 feet in diameter or 8 feet square 
and such seines shall not exceed 75 feet in length or 6 feet in depth and 
with a mesh not greater than 2 inches stretch measure. 

(3) (a) The oben season for fishing whitefish and cisco with such dip 
nets and seines in all inland waters except Lake Lucerne in Forest county 
shall be from the Saturday nearest October 10 to February 1. 
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(b) Dip nets only may be used for the taking of whitefish and cisco 
from Keyes lake in Florence county with a daily bag limit of 3 fish from 
the Saturday nearest October 10 to January 15. 

(4) No person shall have in possession or under control at any time 
more than 25 pounds and one fish in aggregate of whitefish or cisco taken 
from inland waters. 

Ul81ory: 1-2-56; wn. ('1), R11gisl.er, Oecembcr, 1956, No. 12, oil'. 1-1-S'I; am. (3), Register, 
Decembur. I D57, No. 24, clf. l - 1-58; am. CI ), Rcgllll.el' . Odhher, 1958, No. 31l. elf. 1-1-59; am. 
(3) Regi!lter, Decembl!I', 1961. No. 72, rlf.1-1-62; renum. (3) to be (3) (a): er. (3) (b), Register, 
0l'cemb r, 1963, !lro. 96, ctf. l -1--0ol; renum. from WOD 20.11 lo be NR. 20.11, Register, No
vr..mlwr, 1070, No.179, clf. l - 1-71; am, (3) (a), Regilllcr, D~ember, 1982, N o. 324, elf. 1-1-83. 

NR 20.12 Sellines and ct or bnnk poles in inland waters. (1) L ICENSEl 
REQUIR"ED. No person may use, set, lift, attend or have in possession 
while on lhe inland waters a ny set or bank pole or setline unless its use 
complie:; with this section and is au thorized by a set r bank pole license 
issued under s. 29.36 (1 ), Stats., or by a setline licellile issued under s. 
29.37 (1), Stats. 

(2) GENBRAL REQU1REMEN1'S. (a) A set or bank pole license auth.orizes 
the use of a maximum of 5 set or bank poles and a setline license autho
rizes the use of one setline except as provided in ss. NR 21.12 (1) (a) and 
22.12 (1). 

(b) No person may use, set, lift, attend or have in possession while on 
the inland waters any set or bank pole or any setline licensed to another 
person. 

(c) No person may possess sport angling equipment while setting, lift
ing or attending a set or bank pole or setline. 

(3) SETLINE FLAG. Setline flags and buoys shall meet the requirements 
of this subsection. 

(a) Any person using a setline shall place and maintain at one end of 
the setline a white flag 10 inches square or larger held by a staff or pole 3 
feet or more above the surface of the water or bank, but the flag may not 
be placed in the main channel of any navigable waterway. 

(b) The flag shall be numbered with figures which are at least 3 inches 
high and which correspond to the number of the license authorizing the 
setline's use. 

(c) The flag staff or pole may not be more than 2% inches in diameter 
and the portion of the staff extending above the water or bank shall be 
banded horizontally with alternate black and white markings of 2 inches 
to 6 inches wide. 

(d) When a buoy is used to hold the seUine's flag staff or pole the buoy 
shall be cylindrical in shape, have a diameter of 15 inches or less, and be 
banded horizontally with alternate black and white markings of 2 inches 
to 6 inches wide. 

(4) TAGS REQUIRED. Each set or bank pole shall have attached securely 
to it and each setline shall have attached securely to its flag staff or pole a 
metal tag stamped with the number of the license authorizing its use. 
Register, March, 1986, No. 363 
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(5) LINES AND HOOKS. (a) Set or bank poles and setlines may not use 
stainless steel hooks or be equipped with any hook smaller than % inch 
gap. 

(b) A set or bank pole may not be equipped with more than one line 
which may not have more than 2 hooks. 

(c) A setline may not have more than 25 hooks. 

(6) BAIT. All types of bait may be used on waters open to set or bank 
pole and setline fishing except for the following: 

(a) Live crayfish and whole or live bait fish less than 5 inches in length 
may not be used on any inland waters; 

(b) Whole or live bait fish may not be used on lakes Butte des Morts, 
Little Butte des Morts, Poygan, Winnebago and Winneconne, Winne
bago county and the Black river, Jackson and LaCrosse counties. 

(7) FREQUENCY OF LIFTING AND HOURS. (a) Each set or bank pole and 
setline shall be lifted and the catch removed at least once each day fol
lowing the day it was set unless a longer period is authorized by t he de
partment or its agents. 

(b) No person may set, attend or lift a set or bank pole or setline be
tween one-half hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise. 

(8) SIZE, .BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS. The size, bag and possession lim
its established in the season tables of s. NR 20.03 (1) for catfish apply t o 
persons who fish with a set or bank pole or a setline, except that there is 
no bag limit on catfish caught in lakes Winnebago, Butte des Morts, Lit
tle Ilutte des M orts, Winneconne, Poygan and in t he Fox river down
stream from lake Butte des M orts to the dam in the city of DePere 
Brown county and the Wolf river from 500 feet beJow the dam at 
Shawano, Shawano county, downstream to its mouth, Winnebago 
county. 

(9) SALE OF FISH AND TURTLES; RELEASE OF GAME FISH. (a) Catfish 
taken on a set or bank pole or a setline may be sold only if taken from the 
water described in sub. (8). 

(b) Rough fish taken on a set or bank pole or a setline in any waters 
where such fishing is permitted may be sold. 

( c) Turtles taken on a set or bank pole or a setline may be kept and 
sold. 

(d) Except for catfish taken in compliance with this section, all game 
fish taken on any set or bank pole or setline shall immediately be re
turned to the water as soon as they appear in the operation. 

(10) WATERS OPEN TO SET OR BANK POLE AND SETLINE FISHING. (a) 
From the Saturday nearest May 20 to September 30 of each year set or 
bank poles and setlines may be used in the following waters: 

1. Embarrass river beginning 500 feet below the dam at Pella in 
Shawano county downstream to the Wolf river, Waupaca county. 

2. Fox river from the Wicks landing road located in section 6, T15N, 
R12E, Green Lake county downstream to the Eureka dam, Winnebago 
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county and from lake Butte des Morts in Winnebago county down
stream to the dam in the city of DePere, Brown county. 

3. Lakes Butte des Morts, Little Butte des Morts, Poygan, Winnebago 
and Wineconne, Winnebago county. 

4. Shioc river, Outagamie county. 

5. Waupaca river beginning 500 feet below the dam at Weyauwega, 
Waupaca county, downstream to the Wolf river, Waupaca county. 

6. Wolf river from 500 feet below the dam at Shawano, Shawano 
county downstream to its mouth, Winnebago county. 

(b) There is a continuous open season for set or bank pole and setline 
fishing in the following waters: 

1. Black river from the U.S. highway 12 bridge in the city of Black 
River Falls, Jackson county, downstream to the Burlington Northern 
railroad tracks, La Crosse county. 

2. Blue river from the state highway 133 bridge, Grant county, down
stream to the Wisconsin river. 

3. Grant river from Porters bridge on state highway 35 downstream to 
the Burlington Northern railroad tracks, Grant county. 

4. Kickapoo river from 200 feet below the Gays Mills dam, Crawford 
county, downstream to the Wisconsin river. 

5. Pecatonica river in Green and Lafayette counties and the Pecaton
ica east and west branches, Lafayette county. 

6. Platte river, from the state highway 81 bridge downstream to the 
Burlington Northern railroad tracks, Grant county. 

7. Wisconsin river from the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific 
railroad tracks, SW% SE%, section 12, T9N, R6E, Sauk county, down
stream to the Burlington Northern railroad tracks, Grant county. 

(11) WATERS OPEN TO SET OR BANK POLE FISHING ONLY. (a) There is a 
continuous open season for set or bank pole fishing in the following wa
ters: 

1. Buffalo river from the state highway 37 bridge downstream to the 
Burlington Northern railroad tracks, Buffalo county. 

2. Chippewa river from the dam in Eau Claire, Eau Claire county, 
downstream to the Burlington Northern railroad tracks, Pepin county. 

History: J-2-56; am. (3)1 (5 ), (6), (7); er. (8), Register, December, 1956, No. 12, elI. 1-1-57; 
nm. (•I), (6) and (7). Regi~ter, December, 1_957, No. 24, elI.1-1-58; r. and recr. Register, Octo
ber. 1951l, No. 34, ell'. 1-1-59; am. (2) Reg1Ster, December, 1959, No. 48, elI. 1-1-60; am. (4) 
Hegillter, Decnmber, 1960, No. 60, elI.1-1-61; r. and recr. (4), am. (8), (9), and (10), Register, 
December, 1961, Q. 72, ell'. 1-1-62; am. (10), Register, December, 1962, No. 84, elI. 1-1-63; 
am. (LO), R~ister, November, 1965, l'{o. 119, eft. 1-1-66; am. (4l and (10(, R~lcrl Decem
b •r, 19611, No. 132, elI. l-1-67; am. (10.), RegU.ter, DeCl!mb!!t, l!Hl7, No. 44, eff . J- -68; am. 
(lO J, Resi~Lcr. December, 196R, No. 156, clf. 1-1-69; renwn. WCD 20.12 to be NR 20.12 and 
am. (ll)and (9), Hegi.ater, Novemb~r, 1970, No. 179, elI.1-1-71; er. (Gm), o.m. [8) and (10) l\nd 
r. {11-), Register. August., 1971, No. 188, n!f.1-1.-72; ;im. (9-). Rcgi~ter, Octobf:!r, 1973, No. 21d, 
~ff. 1-1-'14: am. (8 ), R_!lgi.~!.er. Jan\mry, 1.fYl5, ~o . 229, eO'. 2-1-7

0

5; am. (_l ), (5) and (8) , Re~is= 
ter, December, 19'16. No. 252, &1?. l-1-77, am. (9). Register, Decemb r, 1984, No. 348, ell'. 11 
85; r. and recr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, elf. 4-1-86. 
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NR 2-0.13 Fish shanties, shelters, ice fishing hours and ice fishing in all 
state waters. The following rules and regulations are hereby established 
for the use of buildings, tents, fish shanties and similar enclosures and 
shelters maintained, occupied or used for fishing purposes on the ice of all 
waters of this state pursuant to s. 29.283, Stats.: 

(1) PROHIBITED SHELTER. Except as provided in subsection (2) of this 
section no person shall construct, use, maintain or occupy for fishing pur
poses any building, tent, fish shanty 01· similar enclosure or shelter what
soever upon the ice of any waters of this state. 

(2) FISH SHANTIES. (a) Buildings, tents, fish shanties, portable shelters 
or similar enclosures may be used on the ice for fishing purposes. The 
door of any such enclosure or shelter shall be equipped with a latch which 
will permit the door to be readily opened from the outside at all times 
while enclosure or shelter is occupied. All such shelters shall be removed 
from the ke on or before March 5 south of highway #64, excluding Gr en 
Bay waters, and March 15 north of highway #64 on all waters including 
other outlying waters. Such shelters shall be removed prior to that time 
by order of the department or by its agents when they feel that the ice 
bas become unsafe for travel thereon. 

(b) Portable shelters may be used after the above dates by fishermen 
when they are actively engaged in fishing. Such shelters shall be removed 
daily and when not in use. 

(3) SIZE OF lfOLES FOR IOE FISHlNG. (a) lt shall be unlawful for any 
person to cut, use or maintain a hole larger than 12 inches in diameter or 
square for the taking of fish in any manner through the ice, except for 
spearing of fish in Lake Superior and except for dip netting, the taking of 
minnows by minnow traps, and for skin diving purposes. 

(b) During the open season for spearing sturgeon in Lakes Poygan, 
Winneconne, Butte des Morts, Little Butte des Marts, Winnebago and 
in the connectjngwaters downstream to the uppermost dam in the city of 
Appleton in Outagamie county is shall be lawful to ut and maintain 
holes of unrestricted size from 48 hours before and continuing through 
such season. 

( 4) NAME OF OWNER. All buildings, tents, fish shanties and similar en
closures or shelters maintained, occupied or used for fishing purposes on 
the ice of any inland waters and outJying waters where so authorized by 
th department of natural resources or by statute shall have in the 
Engl1sh language the name and residential address of the person owning 
or using the same painted or permanentJy affixed on the outside thereof 
with lettering a minimum of one inch square. 

(5) ICE FISHING rN OUTLYING WATERS. The same seasons, bag limits, 
and size limits are established for fishing through the ice in the outlying 
waters of this state as are established under the general fishing seasons 
for outlying waters. 

Ul•lory: l-2-56i ur. (•Im), Rcgi:i tcr, December, 1956, No. l 2, err. 1-1-57: am. (3) and r. (4m), 
Reg~Lcr, De<:crn1>er, 1957, No. 2d. elf.1-1-68; am. (2) (a) and (3) (a) and (b), Register, Octo
ber, 19118, No. 34, olJ. 1-1-59: nm. (3) (a) and (b), Register. December, 1960, No. 60. err. J-1-
61; am. intro. par., (l) a11d (~· (a)j r. ~2 ) (b) t am.(~). Register, December, 1961, No. 72, err. l-
1-62: am: Intro. par., (l ) and ~). l~egister, December, 19-0St.No. 96, elT:l·l-64: r. and recr. (3) 
(a),~1Stcr, November, 1 a. No. 119, elf. 1-1-66; am. (a) (a). Register, December, 1966, 
No. 182, ell. 1-1-67: er. (2) (bl. Register, December, 1961, No. 144; elf. l-1-68; am. (3) (a). 
Register, October, 1969, No. 166, e[. l · l-70: renum. WCD 20.13 to be NR 20.13, ~ister, 
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November, 1970, No. 179, elf. 1-1-71; am. (4). Re~l~ler, October, 1973, No. 214, elf. 1-1-74; 
am. (3) (a), Register, January, 1975, No. 229, oil. 2-1-75; am. (3) (a), Register, December, 
1976, No. 252, elf. 1-1-77; am. (2) (a), Register, Di!cember, 1982, No. 324, elf. 1-1-83. 

NR 20.14 Department permitted lo tukc fi11lt. No provision in this chap
ter shall prohibit the department of natural resources, its agents, war
dens or representatives of the fish management bureau of such depart
ment from taking any o{ the fish mentioned at any time wherein they 
deem it advisable and necessary to promote the general conservation 
progress. 

History: 1-2-56; renum. WCD 20.14 to be NR 20.14, and am. Register, November, 1970, 
No. 179, elf. 1-1-71. 

NR 20.15 Control of detrimental fish. (1) The department finds that 
bullheads are detrimental fish in the following counties or specified 
county waters. 

(a) All waters in Barron, Burnett, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, 
Oneida, Polk, Price, Rusk, Sawyer, Taylor, Vilas and Washburn coun
ties. 

(b) Adams and Juneau - Castle Rock flowage and the Wisconsin river 
beglnning at the Petenwell dam and extending downstream to the Castle 
Rocle dam except for that part o( the Ye.llow river in Castle Rock Oowage 
locally called the Buckhorn area, upstream from the electric power trans
mission line across the Oowage in sections 26 and 35, Tl 7N, R4E, Juneau 
county. 

( c) Dodge - Beaver Dam lake and the Rock river from hwy. 49 down
stream to the dam in Hustisford. 

(d) Florence - Bass, Frog, Halsey, Long (Forest county), Scout and 
West Bass lakes; Line and Pine river tlowages. 

(e) Forest - Little Rice lake. 

(f) Marinette - Town Corner lake. 

(g) Sheboygan - Sheboygan marsh. 

(h) Winnebago - Little Lake Butte des Morts from the lower dam on 
the Fox river at Menasha to the upper dam in Appleton, Outagamie 
county. 

(i) Wood - Petenwell tlowage and the Wisconsin river beginning at 
the Nekoosa dam in Wood county extending downstream to the 
Petenwell dam in Adams and Juneau counties. 

(2) The department of natural resources finds, pursuant to s. 29.623, 
Stats., that perch are detrimental fish in the following specified waters: 

(a) Landing lake, Mill lake, North Twin lake, Rice lake (Sec. 14, T40-
41N, R9E), South Twin lake, High lake and Fishtrap lake in Vilas 
county. 

(3) The department of natural resources finds, pursuant to s. 29.623, 
Stats., that catfish are detrimental fish in the following specified waters 
and that the department may remove catfish from the wat.ers specified or 
cause them to be removed therefrom pursuant to ss. 29.62 and 29.625, 
Stats. 
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(a) Green lake in Green Lake county. 

l4) Thp department of nalural resources finlis, pursuant Los. 29.623, 
Stats., Lhal panfish are detrimental fish in the following spe ilied waters 
and Lha.1 Lhe department muy remove panfish from the waters specified 
or cau.'«! lhcm to be removed therefrom pursuant toss. 29.62 and 29.625, 
Sta ls. 

(a) Township of Chicog in Washburn county. 

(b) Crescent lake (section 8-16-17-18-20-21, T36N, R8E) and Stella 
lake in Oneida county. 

(5) The department of natural resources finds pursuant to s. 29.623, 
Stats., that smelt are detrimental fish in all waters of the state and that 
the department may remove smelt from these waters or cause them to be 
removed pursuant to ss. 29.62 and 29.625, Stats. 

(6) The department of natural resources finds pursuant to s. 29.623, 
Stats., that channel catfish are detrimental fish in lakes Winnebago, 
Butte des Morts, Little Butte des Morts, Winneconne, and Poygan and 
the river connecting said lakes, and the Fox river from the Princeton 
locks downstream to the dam in the city of De Pere and that the depart
ment may remove channel catfish from these waters or cause them to be 
removed pursuant to ss. 29.62 and 29.625, Stats. 

History: Cr. Uegilit~r. Scplembt!r, 195li, No. 33, cJL 10-1-58; er. (I) (h) and 12), Register, 
Mn~ch: 195?· No. 39, crt. 4-1-59; er. (l) (il. Rcii8tcrt..July, 1959, No. 4;. elf. 8- -69; nm. (2), 
Regu.ter, Otloher, 1959, No. 46, clT. tl-l-69, er. (3), 11:eglat.;tr, December. 1959, Np. 48, elf. 1-
1..{;0; am. ( 1) (l.l; cr. (k), [m) nnd (n) and (4), Rcglater, Uecrrnber, 1960, No. 60, elf.1-1-Gl; er. 
(l) lo)t (pl, and (•0 (IJ), Regilltur, December, 1001, No. 72, eft'. 1-1-()2; am. (I) tll. (h), (n), (2) 
(nl ana (·ll (b), ltegl~ter, Decumbor, 1D62, No. 8-l, elf. l -l-63; C!J'. (J l (ql, Reginl.er, Decembor, 
1968, No. 9G, 111r. l-J-G4; er. (6l. Hcgistcr, June, t!l70, No. 174. (!/J'. 7-1-70; renum. WOO 20.15 
lo b!l NR 20: 15; am. ( I) inlro. pnr., (2) i ntr~. par .. ,(3) inlro. pllr .. and C 4) intro. par., Rl'gist:cr, 
Novomlirr, 1970, No. 179, elf, 1-1-71; cr. (G), Rcgiatcr, Augru;t', 1!171, No.188, elf.1-1·72; er. 
[1) (l). R~gi!Ucr, Dece111bor, 1976. No. 252, eft'. 1-1-77: am. (1 l (bl and (r.), Rogi!!l.llr, Dcwru
b.,r, l979, No .. 288. o!l.1-1-80; er. (l) (r), n~ogi.91.er. Decc1.tlltcr.198i, No. 324, elr. 1-l..S3; r and 
rocr. (J). IWgJStei-, Deccmber, 19!l•l, No. 348, elf. 1-1-85. 

NR 20.17 Report of licensed guides. All Wisconsin guides licensed under 
the provisions of s. 29.165, Stats., and opera Ling In the Wisconsin waters 
of Lakf' SupPrior, Lake Michigan and Green Bay shall report. to the de
partment on blanks Lo be furnished by the department detailed informa
tion regarding their fishing activities which shall include the quantity, 
the varieties of fish taken, and any other infonnaLion pertaining to their 
.fishing activitie:; required by the department. 

History: Cr. Register, May, 1973, No. 209, elf. 6-1-73; am., Register, June, 1974, No. 222, 
elf. 7-1-74. 
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