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Open season (both Daily bag 
Kind of fish and locality dates inclusive) limit 

4. Round lake (sec. 25, T20N, Rl1E), Noopenseason 
Waushara county 
5. In all other waters 

(e) MUSKELLUNGE 
(includes hybrid muskellunge) 

1. Twin Valley lake, Iowa county 

First Saturday in 
May to March 1 

First Saturday in 
May to November 
30 

2. Long lake, Iron county; Bone lake, Polk Saturday nearest 
county; Winter lake, Sawyer county; and Memorial Day to 
Big lake (sec. 4, T42N, R6E), Vilas county November 30 
3. All other waters north of state hwy. 10 Saturday nearest 

Memorial Day to 
November 30 

4. All other waters south of state hwy. 10 First Saturday in 
May to November 
30 

(f) TROUT AND SALMON (any variety except 
lake trout and splake in inland lakes.) 
1. All inland waters south of a line from the First Saturday in 
Mississippi river to and along state hwys. May at 5:00 a.m. 
33, 82, 23 and 151 and extending east to to September 30 
Lake Michigan, except for Lake Michigan 
tributary streams. In addition, certain wa-
ters are further restricted in s. NR 20.04. 

3 in 
aggregate 

a. There is a special early trout season in all 
waters of Columbia, Crawford, Grant, 
Green, Iowa, Lafayette, Richland and Sauk 
counties and the lakes (ponds) of Dane, 
Dodge, Jefl'erson and Rock counties. 

January 1 to the 2 in 
day before the first aggregate 
Saturday in May 

2. All Lake Michigan tributary streams up
stream to the first dam or lake (see also 
s. NR 20.04 (3) (c)). 

3. All inland waters north of a line from the 
Mississippi river lo and along state hwys. 
33, 82, 23 and 161 and extending east to 
Lake Michigan, except for Lake Superior 
tributary streams and the soµth fork pf 
Main cre-0k, Rqsk county. ln ndditi011 , cer
tain waters are further restricted in s. NR 
20.04. 

4. Lake Superior tributary streams. 

Continuous 

First Saturday in 
May at 5:00 a.m. 
to May 31 

June 1 to Septem
ber 30 
First Saturday in 
May at 5:00 a.m. 
to May 31 

5 in aggre
gate of 
which only 
3 may be 
lake trout 
10 in ag
gregate of 
which only 
6 maybe 
rainbow 
and brown 
trout 

10 in 
aggregate 
6 in 
aggregate 

NR 20 

Mlnlmum 
length 

(inches) 

No size limit 

36 

34 

32 

32 

9 

9 

10 

6 

6 

6 

June 1 to Septem- 10 in 6 
her 30 aggregate 
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230 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
NR 20 

Open season (both Daily bag 
Kind of fish and locality dates inclusive) limit 

a. There is a special early and extended 
open season for trout and salmon in the fol
lowing county tributary streams. 

ASHLAND COUNTY: 
Bad river from its mouth upstream to Cop
per falls; Potato river from its mouth up
stream to Guerney falls; White river from 
its mouth upstream to White river darn; 
Brunsweiller and Marengo rivers upstream 
to hwy. 13 

BAYFIELD COUNTY: 
Cranberry river from its mouth upstream 
to the Lenawee road (T50N, R7W, sec. 28); 
north fork Fish creek (T47N, R5W, sec. 1) 
from its mouth upstream to the junction 
with Pine creek (T47N, R6W, sec.13); Flag 
river from its mouth upstream to the junc
tion with the east fork of Flag river; Iron 
river from its mouth upstream to Orienta 
darn; Sioux river from its mouth upstream 
to Big Rock falls (T49N, R4W, sec.19); Sis
kowitt river from its mouth upstream to 
second bridge (T41N, R6W, sec. 35). 
DOUGLAS COUNTY: 
Brule river from its mouth upstream to the 
U.S. hwy. 2 bridge crossing. · 
IRON COUNTY: 
Graveyard creek from its mouth upstream 
to U.S. hwy. 2; Oronto creek from its mouth 
upstream to its source; Parker creek from 
its mouth upstream to its source. 

Saturday nearest 
April 1 to the day 
before the first 
Saturday in May 
and October 1 to 
November 15. 
During the special 
early and extended 
open season, fish
ing in the Brule 
river, excluding 
taking smelt with 
gear specified in 
s. NR 20.09 (3) 
(b ), is prohibited 
one-half hour after 
sunset to one-half 
hour before 
sunrise. 

b. There is a special extended open season October 1 to No
for trout and salmon in the following vernber 15 
county tributary waters. 

BAYFIELD COUNTY: 
Bono creek from its mouth upstream to its 
source; Boyd creek from its mouth up
stream to its source; Onion river from its 
mouth up to Lake Superior District Power 
Company power line (T49N, R4W, sec. 6); 
Pikes creek from its mouth upstream to the 
Red darn; Pine creek from its mouth up
stream to junction with Little Pine creek 
(T47N, R6W, sec. 11) and Wittlesey creek 
from its mouth upstream to Town Hall 
road. 
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5 in aggre
gate of 
which only 
2 maybe 
rainbow 
trout 

5 in aggre
gate of 
which only 
2 may be 
rainbow 
trout 

Minimum 
length 

(inches) 

10 

10 

! 

', 
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Open season (both Daily bag 
Kind of fish and locality dates inclusive) limit 

DOUGLAS COUNTY: 
Amnicon river from its mouth upstream to 
Amnicon Falls; Middle river from its mouth 
upsLream to U.S. hwy. 2; Nemadji river 
rrom its moulh upstream to Great North
ern Railroad Bridge (T47N, R,l4W, sec. 4); 
Black ~Ivel' from its mouth upstream to.Big 
Manitou falls; Poplar river from It~ mouth 
upstream to U.S. hwy. 2 and the St. Louis 
river from its mouth upstream to the Wis
consin-Minnesota state line. 
5. South fork of Main creek, Rusk county 

6. There is an extended open season for 
trout and salmon on the following inland 
waters. 

a. Ponds north of a line from the Mississippi 
river tQ and along stale bwy!l. 33, 82, 23 and 
151 a11d oxlending ca.,l t.o Lake Michigan. 
Gi lmanl-00 pond in Bulfalo county ; Banacl1 
la.ke ln BurneLL county; Anderson lake in 
Douglas county; Sand lake (T39N, Rl8E, 
sec. 13) in Florence county; Bug, Logger 
and Valley lakes in Forest county; Hoffman 
and Oxbow ponds in Jackson county; 
P n~e. Rogers and Tnwnllne Ink/is in Lan-
glade county; ArnenL, Hanson, Larson, 
Morgan, Moraine and Taboo lnkes in Lin· 
coln county; Ror:!CShoe lak in Manitowoc 
cminty; Calaracl, Evans, Ilarul Biegel, 
Kickapoo Sprb1g and Pinnacle Rock ponds 
In Montne county; Lillie Bass lab ('!'39N, 
R7E, soe. 15) in Oneida county; Bluegill, 
Fallison, Firefly, Weber, Little John Jr., 
Otto Mielke, Panto and Wildwood lakes in 
Vilas county; and Keller lake, Waupaca 
county. (See also s. NR 20.04 (8)). 
b. Ponds south of a line from the Mississippi 
river to and along hwys. 33, 82, 23 and 151 
and extending east to Lake Michigan. 
Quarry lake in Sheboygan county; Esofea 
and Timber Coulee ponds in Vernon county 
and Lannon Park pond in Waukesha 
county. 

First Saturday in 
May at 5:00 a.m. 
to September 30 
October 1 to No
vember 15, Ament 
lake, Lincoln 
county is open on 
even year dates 
only and Tahoe 
lake, Lincoln 
county is open on 
odd year dates 
only 

7. There is an extended open season for October l to 
trout and salmon on all other inland lakes March l 
containing trout or salmon except natural 
spring and spring ponds. 
a. North of a line from the Mississippi river 
to and along state hwys. 33, 82, 23 and 151 
and extending east to Lake Michigan. 
b. South of a line from the Mississippi river 
to and along state hwys. 33, 32, (82), 23 and 
151 and extending east to Lake Michigan. 
(g) LAKE TROUT AND SPLAKE, except as First Saturday in 
provided in par. (f) January to Sep

tember 30 

5 in 
aggregate 

5 in 
aggregate 

3in 
aggregate 

5 in 
aggregate 

3in 
aggregate 

2in 
aggregate 

NH 20 

Minimum 
length 

(inches) 

6 

6 

9 

6 

9 

17 
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232 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
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Open season (both Daily bag 
Minimum 

length 
(inches) Kind of fish and locality dates inclusive) limit 

1. Trout lake (sec. 12, 13, 24, T41N, R6E; 
sec. 7, 8, 17, 19, 20, T41N, R7E, Vilas 
county) in the south basin commonly 
known as South Trout lake, north to the 
narrows identified as Cathedral Point. 
2. Pallette lake, Vilas county 

(h) CATFISH 

No open se!l50n 

No open season 
through 1991 

In all waters of Brown, Calumet, Fond du No closed season 
Lac, Green Lake, Marquette, Outagamie, 
Shawano, Waupaca, Waushara and Winne-
bago counties and the Wisconsin river from 
the dam at Wisconsin Dells downstream to 
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy rail-
road tracks 
In all other waters No closed season 
(i) WHITE BASS No closed season 
(j) RocK BASS No closed season 
(k) BLUEGILL, CRAPPIE, PUMPKINSEED No closed season 
(sunfish), YELLOW PERCH 
(I) YELLOW BASS (STRIPED) No closed season 
(m) BULLHEADS No closed season 
(n) CISCO AND WHITEFISH No closed season 

(o) PADDLEFISH OR SPOONBILL CATFISH No open sea.son 
(p) SHOVELNOSE (Sand or Hackleback) 
Sturgeon 
1. Chippewa river below the 1-94 bridge, No closed season 
Eau Claire county 
a. Chippewa river above the 1-94 bridge, No open season 
Eau Claire county 
2. In all other waters south of highway #64 No closed season 
(except in the Wisconsin river from the 
Prairie du Sac dam upstream) 
a. The Wisconsin river from the Prairie du No open season 
Sac dam upstream 
3. In all other waters north of highway #64 No open season 
(q) ROCK AND LAKE STURGEON 
1. Hook and line season 

25 No size limit 

10 No size limit 
None No size limit 
None No size limit 
50 in No size limit 
aggregate 
None No size limit 
None No size limit 
25 pounds No size limit 
and one 
fish in 
aggregate 

25 No size limit 

25 No size limit 

a. In all waters: (except Lakes Poygan, First Saturday in 1 per 
Winneconne, Butte des Morts, Winnebago September to Oc- season 
and connecting waters; in the Embarrass tober 15 

45 

river from the Pella dam, Shawano county 
downstream to its confluence with the Wolf 
river in Outagamie county; and the Wolf 
river from the dam at Shawano down-
stream to Lake Poygan; and the Fox river 
downstream from milepost No. 63, com-
monly known as Johnson creek in Green 
Lake county to Lake Butte des Morts) 
2. Spearing season 
a. Lakes Butte des Morts, Poygan and Win
neconne and connecting waters 
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Third Saturday in See b. 
February through 
the following Sun-
day (1986 only) 

45 



,, 
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Kind of fish and locality 

b. Lake Winnebago 

NR20 

Minimum 
Open season (both Daily bag length 

dates inclusive) limit (inches) 

Second Saturday 
in February to 
March 1 

Thebag 
limit on 
speared 
sturgeon is 
one per 
season 
regardless 
of the wa
ter in 
which 
speared 

45 

c. No person may ha vo in possossion or UJJder conlrol any spear or similar device in any 
building, tent, shanty or llimilar enclosure on the waters of Lakes Butte des Morts and Wm
neconne in Winnebago county, Lake Poygan in Waushara and Winnebago counties; Laku 
Winnebago in Calumet, Fond du Laennd Winnebago coUJJties and all connecting waters in
cluding the Embarra&i river from the Pella dmn dowpslream to the Wolf river and the Wolf 
rivur from t he dam at hawano downatream.lo Lake Poygan and the Fox river from.milepost 
no. 63, commonly known as Johnson creek, in Green Lake county dowru!tream to Lake Butte 
des Morts, except during the open season !or spearing sturgeon when such open season is in 
ell'ec~ on a spr.<iified water named above. 
(r) PADDLEFISH OR SPOONBILL CATFISH No open season 
(s) RouGH FISH (except for threatened and Continuous None No size limit 
endangered species. Sees. NR 27.03) 

(2) (a) Each person who has speared a sturgeon during the open season 
for spearing sturgeon shall exhibit the sturgeon, with the person's stur
geon tag attached as required bys. 29.148, Stats., to a warden or other 
authorized department personnel at an official sturgeon registration sta
tion established for that purpose. Sturgeon shall be exhibited at a stur
geon registration station in a county adjacent to the waters where 
speared not later than 7:00 p.m. on the day speared. Upon approval by 
the officer, the officer shall attach a special tag to each sturgeon indicat
ing that it has been inspected and recorded and the tag shall remain at
tached and locked to the sturgeon until the carcass is finally consumed. 

(b) 1. Any person who has taken a lake sturgeon by legal methods 
other than spearing must immediately attach a lake sturgeon tag, fur
nished by the department. The tagged lake sturgeon shall be registered 
at a department lake sturgeon registration station no later t.han 6:00 
p.m. the day after the fish was caught. Registration tags attached to the 
fish by the department shall remain attached until the carcass is finally 
consumed. 

2. Sturgeon tags shall be available in each year prior to the open sea
son. Persons may obtain no more than one tag unless fishing Michigan 
boundary waters in which case 2 tags may be obtained. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to transport any sturgeon in or 
on any motor-driven vehicle from the time such sturgeon is taken to the 
time it is lawfully registered pursuant to par. (a) unless the sturgeon is 
carried openly exposed and in such manner so that the sturgeon tag at
tached to the sturgeon cannot be handled or manipulated by any occu
pant of the vehicle. 

(3) A closed season is established for the taking, catching, or killing of 
fish of any variety or fishing for fish from December 1 to, but not includ
ing, the first Saturday in May of the next year, on all waters commonly 
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NR20 

known as the Chippewa flowage and that part of the Chippewa river in 
the following described area, Sawyer county: 

Township 39 north, range 6 west 
Sections 1, 2 and 3 
Township 39 north, range 7 west 
Sections l, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 10 
Township 39 north, range 8 west 
Sections 1 and 12 
Township 40 north, range 6 west 

Sections 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35 and 36 

Township 40 north, range 7 west 
Sectionsl,2,5,6,7,8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19,20,21,22,23,24, 

25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35 and 36 
Township 40 north, range 8 west 
Sections 13, 24, 25, 26, 35 and 36 

( 4) In those waters for which a permit Ior treatment with toxicanthas 
been issued, the department of natural resources may direct that all spe
cies of fish of any size may be taken by dip nets, minnow seines and spears 
with no bag or possession limit from the date of issuance of said permit 
until the commencement of treatment and :;;uch open season shall be put 
into effect by posting a notice thereof on or in the vicinity of the waters 
affected and by publication in one or more newspapers having wide circu
lation in the area affected. 

m for)•: 1-2-56; am. (1) (int.to. par). ( J ) (a), ( I) (I) 2. and 3., ( 1) (q) I. and 4. and (3), er. (l) 
(e) 1. and. {l) (f) 1. a. and 2. a., Itegistcr, Jnnuary, 1976, No. 229, ell'. 2-l-76. sm. (I ) (a), (c), 
(d), ({) l. nnd 2. nnd (q) 1. Register, N"ovembor, 19'75, No. 239, clf. 12-1-76; eme~. am. ( I) (q) 
2 cff. l -12-76; am. ( l) (a), {d)\ (co), (I) and (p ), Register, Dl!Cllmbcr, I 976, No. 2a2, ell'. 1-1-77; 
am. (I ) (a) S, (l) (I) 8 and (3 , r. ( I ) jfl le, Register, Decembl!I', 1977, No. 264, elr. 1-1-78; r. 
Cl) (al 1. and (d) 2 .. am. (l l (d) 1 .. ( ) CO 1. f. and (1) {fl 3., Register, December, 1978, No. 
276, cir. 1-1-79; am. (1) (cl,(() 2. and 3. and (p) l. Register, December, 1979, No. 288, off. l -1-
80; emerg. am. (1) (f) l. a.t o!r. 4-10,-80; am. (l (f) l. a., Regis.ter, October, 1980, Nq. 298, eff. 
1 l-l-80; am. (J ) (intro.), (il Land 3., (q) 2 .. er. ( I ) (f) 5 .. Register, December, 1980, No. 300, 
eff. 1-1-81_; nm. (1) (R) 3 .• (1) (C) 1. a., d. and 2 .. renum. (1) Ct) L L l-0 be (lJ (f) 1. g., er. (l) (!) 
l. f., Regu1lor, December, 1981, No. S12, ell'. l-l-82; am. (1) (q) 2., RegIBter, .fanu11ry, 1982, 
NI). 313, elf. 2-1-82; ~r . (1) (al 1, and (1) (e) 2., Re~iste"r, March, 1982, No. 316, off. 4-1-82\· am. 
(l ) (e) (intro. ),(() 1. intro. and a., (1) (I) 9,. (1) (g) a11d (q ), (3 ), renum. (2) (b) to be (2 (c) , 
er. (2) (b ) nnd (1) (e ) 3., Rogl~l(!r, Doieomber, 1982, No. 324, eH. 1-1-83: am. (I) (B) l., (1) (e) 
2., t. and rccr. ( .1 ) (k ), r. H) (e) 3., lli!gister, April, 1983, No. 328, elf. 5-1-83; am. (l) (intro.), 
(a) 1. and (2) (b) 1., renum. (1) {a) 4. lob (l) (a) 5., er. (11 \al 4., r. and recr. ( I ) (c) . (e) and 
(f) , Register, December, 1983, No. 336, elf. 1-1-84; renum. ( l (a) 4. to be (1) (a) 6., (1) ( f) 4. 
lo 6. to be 5. to 7., er. (1) (al 4. and 5 and (1) (f) 4., am. (1) (fl 7. intro. and n. and (1) (k), 
Register, December, 1984, No. 348, off. l-1-85; renum. (1) (a.) 7., (c) 3. and (d ) 4.1.o be (1) (a) 
8., (c) 4. and (d) 5., er. (1) (a ) 7., (c) 3. and (d) 4., Register, Septomber, 1985, No. 357, elf. l-l -
86; run. (1) (a) 4. and (q) 2.a., er. (l) (d) 2., (g) 1. and (5), r. and l'l'Cr. (1) (I) andr. (l) (u), 
Register, Deee~lier, 1985, No. 3~01 cir. 1-1.-86; am. (2) (n), Register, December, 1986, No. 
372, cll. 1-1-87, er. (1) (g) 2., Regi.~ter, Apnl, 1987, :No. 376, elf. 5-1-87. 

Note: For a complete history of NR 20.03 see the history note for NR 20.03 as it appeared in 
the October, 1973 Administrative Register. 

NR 20.04 Open seasons in specified waters. (3) SPECIAL WATERS-LAKES. 
(a) The.re shall be no closed season for hook and line fishing for any spe
cies of fish except muskellunge, sturgeon and trout in the following de
scribed waters; all bag limits, minimum size limits and other regulations 
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