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(a) Admissions to recreational facilities (e.g., green fees, campground
fees, swimming fees, ice skating fees and park shelter house fees).

(b) Food and gift stand sales, including sales of sandwiches, beverages,
candy, cigarettes, ice cream, confections, tobacco products, postcards,
books, magazines and other periodicals described in s. Tax 11.19, and
novelties. Newspaper sales are exempt.

(c) Sales or rental of recreational equipment and supplies.

(d) Charges for access to or use of athletic facilites such as baseball
and softball diamonds, stadiums and gymnasiums.

(e) Sales of electricity, gas and steam by municipal utilities, except as
provided in sub. (3) (b).

(f) Sales of maps, plat books, photocopies or other printed material,

(g) Sales or rental of equipment and office furniture, including the
rental of motor vehicles to employes. Governmental units shall not col-
lect tax on their sales of motor vehicles, Instead, the purchaser shall pay
the tax to the department of transportation when the motor vehicle is
registered.

(h) Sales of buildings or timber when the purchaser acquires such prop-
erty for removal.

(i) Rental of lodging facilities to any person residing for a continuous
period of less than one month, except that the tax does not apply to the
receipts from accommodations furnished by any hospitals, sanitoriums
nursing homes, colleges or universities operated by governmental units.

(j) Vending machines and amusement devices, if the governmental
unit owns the machine or has control over the gross receipts from the
machine and its contents.

(k) Sales of soda water beverages and beer, including sales of such
items by hospitals, sanitoriums and nursing homes to patients, employes
or guests.

(1) Charges for meals to "Huber" law prisoners.

(m) Sales of books and supplies, including sales by vocational, techni-
cal and adult education schools. Sales of tangible personal property by
elementary and secondary schools are exempt under s, 77.54 (4), Stats.

(n) Sales of craft supplies for playground craft programs.

(o) Auction sales of tangible personal property, but excluding motor
t	 vehicles (see par. (g) ).

(p) Sales and delivery of trees, shrubs or gravel to private purchasers.

(q) Sales of impounded animals, even though the amount received
may be designated as a placement fee.

(r) The gross receipts from parking and providing parking space for
motor vehicles and aircraft, and docking or providing storage space for
boats.
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(s) The gross receipts from landscaping and lawn maintenance ser-
vices, including weed cutting in lawn, garden and other developed areas,
but not charges for damages described in sub. (3) (c).

(3) NONTAXABLE RECEIPTS. Gross receipts of governmental units from
the following are not taxable:

(a) Fees for licenses and permits, including tavern, cigarette, hunting
and fishing, marriage, building and septic tank permits and I.D. cards,
but not camping permits or I.D. cards issued exclusively for obtaining
admission to facilities or events taxed under s. 77.52 (2) (a) 2, Stats.

(b) Water delivered through mains. Coal, fuel oil, propane, steam and
wood used for fuel, sold for residential use. Electricity and natural gas
sold for residential use and electricity sold for farm use during the
months of November through April. "Sold" is defined in s. 77.54 (30) (b),
Stats, In this paragraph, "residential use" has the meaning in s. Tax
11.67 (2) (1) 7.

(c) Claims assessed against persons for damaging government prop-
erty.

(d) Rental of buildings or space, such as offices, warehouses and meet-
ing rooms.

(e) Storage fees, notary public fees and bid deposits.

(f) Library fines, including charges for books that are not returned or
charges for a duplicate library card.

(g) Police escort and ambulance service charges.

(h) Separately stated fees for instruction.

0) Special assessments and fees for garbage or trash removal. How-
ever, sales of bags or receptacles for garbage or trash are taxable,

(j) Commissions on vending machines or amusement devices when the
governmental unit does not own the machines or have control of the ma-
chines' gross receipts and contents.

(k) Sales or rental of tangible personal property or services to other
governmental units, schools or organizations which hold a certificate of
exempt status.

(1) Meals, food, food products or beverages (except soda water bever-
ages and beer) sold by hospitals, sanitoriums and nursing homes to pa-
tients, employes or guests; dormitory meals furnished in accordance with
any contract or agreement by a public or private institution of higher
education; and meals sold to the elderly or handicapped by "mobile
meals on wheels".

(m) Service charges for snow removal, police officers at social gather-
ings, service of legal papers including summons, complaints and civil pro-
cess, and ushers and door guards,

(n) Sales for resale, if supported by a valid resale certificate obtained
from the purchaser.

(o) Fees charged for admission to a university student union building.
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(p) Charges for filing, entering, docketing, recording or furnishing cer-
tified or uncertified copies of records by a state registrar, register of
deeds, health officers and clerk of court under ss. 69.42, 69.67, 69.24,
Stats., or by a filing officer under s. 409.407 (2), Stats., and fees charged
by a register in probate pursuant to s. 814.66, Stats. Also, charges by an
"authority", as defined in s. 19.32 (1), Stats„ for copying a public record
or confidential record, including charges for search of records.

(q) The sale of all admission fees or admission stickers to state parks
and recreational areas in state forests imposed under s. 27.01 (2r), Stats.

(4) PURCHASES. Section 77.54(9a), Stats., exempts . sales to and the
storage, use or other consumption of tangible personal property and ser-
vices by this state or by any agency thereof, or any Wisconsin county,
city, village, town, school district, county-city hospital established
under s. 66.47, Stats., sewerage commission organized under s. 144.07
(4), Stats., metropolitan sewerage district organized under ss. 66.20 to
66.26, Stats., or any other unit of government, or any agency or instru-
mentality of 2 or more units of government within this state. However,
the exemption does not apply to governmental units of other states.

(a) A Wisconsin governmental unit need not give a retailer an exemp-
tion certificate to purchase taxable property or services without tax. A
purchase order identifying the Wisconsin governmental unit shall be ac-
ceptable evidence of the exempt nature of the purchase.

(b) A Wisconsin governmental unit's payments to sellers for welfare
recipients' purchases are generally subject to the tax, except when the
purchase is made directly by the governmental unit and:

1. The governmental unit gives its purchase order to the seller before
the sale is completed or the taxable service is performed;

2. The seller bills the governmental unit directly; and

3. The seller retains a copy of each purchase order received from the
governmental unit to substantiate the exempt sale.

(c) Purchases by state chartered credit unions are subject to the tax.
Purchases by federally chartered credit unions and federal reserve banks
are not subject to the tax.

(d) Purchases (such as for lodging, meals or uniforms) by employes of
a governmental unit are not exempt, whether or not the employe is sub-
sequently reimbursed for such purchases by the governmental unit.

(e) Purchases by consular and diplomatic personnel of other countries
which have entered into multilateral treaties with the United States gov-
ernment providing for sales and use tax exemptions.

Note: The interpretations in s. Tax 11.05 are effective under the general sales and use tax
law on and after September 1, 1969, except as follows: (a) Sales by vocational, technical and
adult education schools were exempt from July 1, 1972 through October 3, 1973, (b) Mobile
meals on wheels became exempt October 4, 1973, pursuant to Chapter 90, Laws of 1973, (c)
Admission fees to state parks became exempt on July 1, 1978, pursuant to Chapter 418, Laws
of 1977, (d) Sales of coal, fuel oil, propane, steam and wood used for fuel became exempt July
1, 1979 and the electricity and natural gas six-month exemption became effective on Novem-
ber 1, 1979, both pursuant to Chapter 1, Laws of 1979, (e) A governmental unit's charges for
parking motor vehicles and aircraft and docking and providing storage space for boats be-
came taxable June 1, 1980 pursuant to Chapter 221, Laws of 1979, (f) Landscaping and lawn
maintenance services became taxable on May 1, 1982 pursuant to Chapter 317, Laws of 1981,
(g) A governmental unit's charges for copying public records became exempt April 27, 1984
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pursuant to 1983 Wisconsin Act 287. The exemption language in s. 77.54 (32), Stats., was
amended by 1985 Wisconsin Act 149, effective April 2, 1986, to clarify that the exemption also
applies to confidential records.

Ifblory; Cr. Register, December, 1977, No. 264, eff. 1-1-78; am. (3) (f) and (h), (4) (c) and
er. (4) (e), Register, August, 1979, No. 2&1, eff. 9-1-79; are. (2) (e) and (1), cr. (2) (r), r, and
reer. (3) (b), Rister, J' 

'u 
1983, No. 326, eff. 2-1-83; am. (2) (b) and (m), (3) (a), (1), (m)

and (p), er. (2) (s) and (3) (( Register, September,1984, No. 346, eff. 10-1 .84; am. (3) (p),
Register, July, 1987, No. 379, eff. 8-1-87; reprinted to correct error in (2) (p), Register, Octo-
ber,1987, No. 382.

Tax 11.08 Medical appliances, prosthetic devices and aids, (x.'77.54 (14s)
and (22), Stats.) (1) DEVICES FOR HANDICAPPED PERSONS. Section 77.54
(22) (a), Stats., exempts gross receipts from the sale of "Artificial devices
individually designed, constructed or altered solely for the use of a par-
ticular physically disabled person so as to become a brace, support, sup-
plement, correction or substitute for the bodily structure including the
extremities of the individual." This exemption includes trusses, sup-
ports, shoes, braces and elastic hose when specially fitted and altered to
fit a particular person. "Altered" does not include the adjusting of straps
or seams but does include the bending of metal stays. The following
items normally are not designed for use by a particular person, and if
that is the case, do not qualify for the exemption;

(a) Kidney dialysis equipment.

(b) Special communication equipment for the deaf.

(c) Hydraulic lifts for wheelchairs.

(d) Special controls installed in motor vehicles to steer and operate the
vehicle.

(e) Humidifiers.

(f) Stationary walking machines.

(g) Stairway chair elevators.

(h) Electric nerve stimulators.

(i) Insertion or application equipment and supplies used to insert or
apply exempt devices,

(2) PROSTHETIC DEVICES, APPLIANCES AND AIDS. Section 77.54 (22) (b),
Stats., exempts gross receipts from the sale of "Artificial limbs, artificial
eyes, hearing aids, and other equipment worn as a correction or substi-
tute for any functioning portion of the body." "Other equipment" in-
cludes colostomy, ileostomy and urinary appliances, artificial breast
forms and heart pacemakers. This exemption does not apply to:

(a) Garments designed to restrict or enhance the body's shape for cos-
metic purposes, or to wigs or hair pieces.

(b) Incontinent briefs, pads, shields or adult diapers.

(d) Bed wetting alarm systems.
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